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DEDICATION. 


Tc  Samu£l  Shore,  Efi. 

DEAR  Bin^ 

I  Do  not  think  that  I  can  dedicate  a 
hiftory  of  the  chriftian  churCh  to 
any  perfon  with  fo  much  propriety^ 
to  to  One  whofe  condu£l,  like  yours, 
has  long  proved  him  to  be  a  fteady 
friend  of  chriftianity,  and  whofe  ob- 
jeft  it  has  been  to  prefeive  it  as  un- 
mixed as  poflSble  with  every  thing 
that  has  a  tendency  tp  corrupt  and 
dclw^  it. 
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Every  chriftian  miift  rejoice  in  re- 
viewing the  rife  of  his  religion,  and 
the  progrefs  which,  notwithftanding 
the  oppofition  it  met  with  fron?  all 
the  power  and  policy  of  man,  it 
made  in  the  world;  as  it  affords  the 
ftrongeft  conviftion  of  the  folidity  of 
the  ground  on  which  it  refts,  and 
thereby  confirms  to  us  the  moft  valu- 
able of  all  human  profpe6b,  that  of 
a  refuirreftion  to  immortal  life,  a 
profpeft  which  nothing  but  the  gof- 
pel  can  give  us. 

Alfo,  a  revie\v  of  the  glorious  fuf- 
ferings  of  the  ancient  martyrs,  which 
evidences  the  firmnefs  of  their  feith, 
in  circumftances  in  which  they  had 
the  beft  opportunity  of  fatisfying 
themfelves  concerning  the  founda- 
tion of  it,  cannot  fail  both  to 
ftrengthen  our  faith,  and  to  animate 
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our  zeal,  and  thereby  lead  us  to  feel, 
and,  if  there  ftiould  be  occafion,  to 
0i  -as  they  did,  who,  through  the 
hope  of  a  better  life,  chearfiilly  en- 
dured all  that  men  could  inflift  up- 
on thera  in  this.  Compared  with 
what  they  did  and  fufFered,  what  is 
all  that  we  can  facrifice  in  the  fame 
caufe?  How  zealous  then  fliould 
we  be  to  compenfate  by  oHive  fer- 
vices,  for  the  want  of  more  merito- 
rious  paffive  ,ones  ? 

As  an  aftiye  friend  of  religious  li- 
berty, you,  Sir,  will  rejoice  to  fee 
the  .prpgrefs  that  chriftianity  made 
while  it  was  left  to  its  own  energy, 
unfettered  by  that  fatal  alliance  whi^h 
it  afterwards  unhappily  forn^ed  with 
the  powers  of  this  world;  when  the 
zeal  of  its  friends  fupplied  its  miriif- 
ters  with  every  thing  that  they  want, 
A  3  ed. 
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ed,  i^khout  any  cdtnpiiliion,   and 
when  all,  with  one  heart,  devoted 
themfdves  to  the  caufe  of  truth  suid 
virtue. 

But  you  will  likewife,  in  this  pe- 
riod of  the  hiftqry,  fee  the  com- 
mencement of  that  moft  unnatural 
nlliancg,  which  has  been  the  fouree 
of  fuch  dreadful  abufes,  and  wlrick 
continues  to  this  day,  when  the  State, 
mftead  of  receiving  the  Ipirit  of  the 
chrijiian  church,  a  lj)irit  of  mecknefsi 
temperance,  heavenly  ^mihdedriefs, 
and 'liniyerfal  charity,  imparted  to 
the  minifters  of  the  church,  its  own 
corrupt  principles  and  mannerisj  in- 
flaming them  with  a  thirfljfor  wealth 
and  power,  and  even  divefting  them 
of  the  principles  of  humanity  and 
compaflion,  whenever  any  obftaele 
oppofed  their  ambitious  views;  fo 
'  that 
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^at  at  length  the  perfecution  of 
chriftians  by  chriftians  became  as 
bloody  2uid  unrelenting,  as  that  of 
the  pagan  empcror$. 

Even  in  this  reformed  country, 
and  with  all  the  prctenfions  of  mo- 
dem times  to  liberality  of  fentiment, 
the  minifters  of  Chrift,  whofc  kingdom 
was  not  of  this  world,  deceived  by  the 
ilatterii>g  confequcnces  of  this  alli- 
ance, and  in  theie  inftances  departing 
from  the  precepts  of  equal  juftice, 
and  the  example  of  their  great  mafw 
ter,  too  frequently  become  advo- 
edtes  for  fuch  meafures  of  govern- 
ment as  would  fubje6l  their  fellow 
chriftians  to  ht^^ry  civil  penalties; 
and  are  led  to  urge  the  continuance 
of  laws  which  deprive  acknowledg- 
ed good  fubje6ls  of  the  common 
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rights  of  citizens,  merely  on  account 
of  a  difference  refpefting  religious 
doftrines  or  forms  of  worfhip. 

This  ftate  of  things  ftiould  excite, 
the  temperate,  but  fteady  and  un- 
remitted, efforts  of  every  true  friend 
to  the  ri^ts  of  mankind,  to  oppofe 
all  ecclefiaftical,  as  well  as  civile  ty-. 
ranny;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
but  that,  as  this  fpirit  djffufes  itfelf, 
all  oppofition-  muft  in  time  giye  way 
before  it,  and  an  end  bepyt  tp  j^l 
ufurpations  on  the  confcienc<ss!,  pf 
men.  And  when  we  fhall  fee  eve- 
ry claim  to  antichriftian  power  aO^u**. 
'  dly  yield  to  general  conviftion,  ^d 
perceive  the  weak  .  fupports  on 
which  that  power  has  hitherto  reft- 
ed,  many  will  wonder  that  human 
nature,  could .  ever  have  fubmitted  ta 
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it,  and  our  pofterity  will  want  the 
evidence  of  hiftory  to  be  convinced 
of  its-.exiftence. 

It  is. a  real  fatisfa£lion,  though  at 
the  firft  afpeft  of  a  melancholy  kind, 
to  trace  the  progrefs  of  thofe  fuper- 
ftitions,  and  thofe  corruptions,  in 
do£l;rine  and  difcipline,  by  which 
chriftianity  has  been  fo  much  debaf. 
ed,  and  the  natural  influence  of  it 
diminifhed,  now  that,  by  the  force 
of  its  own  principles,  it  has,  in  a 
great  meafure,  recovered .  itfelf  from 
the  deplorable  flate  into  which  it  had 
funk.  This  circumfiance  fumifhes  an 
additional  evidence  of  its  truth  and 
jmporjtance,  and  affords  a  fure  prof- 
pe£t  that,  in  due  time,  it  will  .piurgc 
itfelf  from  every  thing  that  has  hi- 
therto defiled  if,  and  become  once 
more  what  it  was  at  its  foil  promul* 
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jgation*  And  it  may  well  be  pre- 
fumed  that  the  knowledge  we  now 
have  of  thofe  corruptions,  and  of 
the'  caufes  which  produced  them, 
will  eiFe£lually  prevent  a  relapfe  in-* 
to  any  iimilar  ftatc  for  the  future,  • 
We  may  therefore  confider  our- 
fclvca  as  in  a  better  fituation  than 
that  of  the  primitive  chnftians,  as 
theirs  may  be  compared  to  that  of 
Adam  in  ,Paradife,  innocent,  indeed, 
but  without  the  knowledge  of  evil, 
and  therefore  infecure;  whereas  ours 
is  a  ftate  of  equal  purity,  but  fiiperi- 
or  knowledge,  and  confequcntly  of 
greater  feeurityi  fo  that,  without 
the  fear  of  any  more  corruptions, 
we  may  enjoy,  by  anticipation,  the 
foto^peSi  of  the  certain,  if  not  fpeedy, 
downfal  of  all  error,  before  the  in- 
cr^afii^  light  of  truth,  and  of  every 
I  power, 
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power,  temporal  or  fpirituaj,  that 
oppofes  itfelfto  the  kingdtm  of  God 
and  ofChri/i;  which  the  fiire  word  of 
prophecy  informs  ua,  is  to  eftablifti 
itfcif  in  the  world,  and  to  continue 
till  time  fliall  be  no  more.  We  evc^ 
ty  day  fee  figns  of  the  nearer  ap« 
proach  of  thofe  glorious  times,  in 
which  truth,  viirtuc  and  liberty  will' 
diffufe  themfeves  over  ^  whole 
earth,  and  when  error,  vice,  and  ty^^ 
ranny,  will  in  every  country  fall  bci 
fore  them. 

You  will  rejoice  with  me  diat  there 
is  now  one  country  in  the  worlds  and 
one  of  growing  ei^tent  and  importance, 
in  which  chriftianity  fubfids  without 
any  alliance  with  the  ftate;  and  that  the 
eyes  of  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  for- 
merly the  feat  of  a  moft  grievous  per- 
fecution,  are  now  fo  far  opened  as  to  fee 
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the  folly  of  depriving,  men  of  their,  civil 
rights  on  account  of  their  religious  opi- 
nions, that  their  freedom  will  probably 
be  much  more  compleat  than  ours;  and, 
with  all  the  friends  ofUberty,  you  will 
indulge  the.  pleafing  profped,  that  fb 
glorious  an  example  will  be  followed  hy 
other  countries. 

In  the  mean  time,  let  us  not  fail  to  do 
our  part  to  promote  this  great  caufe.  Be 
it  our  fhidy  to  underftand  the  genuine 
principles  of  the  gofpd  we  profefs,  and 
to  be  afliduous  in  propagating  them, 
by  enlightening  the  minds  of  all  to 
whom  we  have  accefs. 

Partaking,  I  hope,  inyour  juft  feel- 
»igs  on  this  important  fubjeAj 

lam,  Dear  Sir,  . 

Your  friend  and 
Fellow  chrilHan, 
*'"Tni«:^^  J.  PRIESTLEY, 
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TPHE  idea  of  writing  this  hiftory  was  firft 
fuggefted  by  the  attention  that  I  have 
lately  given  to  the  ecclefiaftical  writers  of  the 
four  or  five  firfl:  centuries,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine what  was  the  faith  of  the  primitive 
chucch  concerning  the  perfon  of  Chrift. 
Seeing  that  this  opinion,  and  others  conne<3;ed 
with  it,  had  been  greatly  mifconceived,  and 
mifreprefeiited,  by  all  the  ecclefiaftical  hifr 
torians,  I  was  willing  to  exhibit  the  origi- 
nal dodrine,  and  the  gradual  deviations  from 
it,  in  a  regular  hiftory  of  every  thing  relating 
to  the  chriflian  church.  For  want  of  an  ec- 
deliaftical  hiftory  written  pn  thefc  juft  prin^ 
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cii^»  perfons  were  under  a  neceffity  of 
forming  wrong  conceptions  on  this  impor- 
tant fubjedk  from  every  hiftory  that  could 
fall  into  their  hands. 

It  alfo  appeared  to  me,  that  there  was  no 
ccclefiaftical  hiftory  that  was  not  cither  too 
voluminous  to  be  generally  read,  or  too  con- 
cife  to  be  of  much  ufc.  Mofheim's,  which 
is  moft  read  by  Proteftants,  befides  labour- 
ing under  the  great  objeftidn  of  miftating 
the  important  opinions  above  mentioned,  is 
much  tooftiotton  many  interefting  articles;? 
4nd  his  method,  though  he  ftudied  it  per-* 
haps  t6o  much,  is  by  no  m«an$  happy;  as  htf 
divides  his  work  (whieh,  indeed,  mof^  6therd 
do)  xtiio  centuries ^  which  i$  artificial  and  unna^ 
tural,  and  feparates  the  prdfpertms  from  tfad 
calamitous  events,  which  ought  to  be  related 
in  their  natural  connexion. 

Confidering  bow  unfavourable  an  impref- 
fion  has  been  made  upon  many  fuporficial 
fbiftk«rs  by  what  Mr.  Gibbon  has  advanced. 

con<;eriung 
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conCemitig  the  rife  and  progref^  of  cHriftM^ 
nity^  I  alfo  wiihed  to  fee  a  church  hiftory  in 
which  the  fadls  ihould  be  fa  flated,  m  of 
themfelve$  to  fupply  an  anfwer  to  his  artful 
infinuations.  This  is  the  heft  defence  of 
qhriftianity,  (hewing  that  to  eftablifh  itftlf 
as  it  actually  did,  it  mufl:  neceffarily  hkrt 
been  founded  in  truth.  To  alfift  my  youngef 
itadei^,  I  have  made  many  obfervations  of 
this  kind. 

Befides  demonftrating  the  truth  of  chrif- 
tianity,  in  this  the  beft  of  all  methods,  by  a 
fimple  exhibition  of  ^^T,  1  wiflied  to  give 
young  perfons  more  efpecially  an  idea  of  the 
great  value  of  chriftianity,  by  (hewing  its 
influence  on  the  minds  of  thofe  who  firft  re« 
ceived  it,  and  how  nobly  it  led  them  to 
think  and  to  aB^  raifing-  them  above  the 
world,  and  all  the  honours  and  emoluments 
of  it ;  how,  for  the  great  hope  that  itfct  be^ 
fore  theniy  they  chearfully  fubmittcd  to  bear 
the  iofs  of  all  things^  and  made  light  of  pain 
and  death  in  every  mode  of  torture.    With 
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this  view  I  have  been  more  particular  than 
might  have  been  expdted  from  a  hiftory  of 
this  extent,  in  my  account  of  the  ancient 
martyrdoms  I  judging  from  myfelf^  that  no 
reading  is  fo  interefling,  or  fo  ufefuL  In 
Moflieim  there  is  nothing  of  this  kind.  He 
only  enumerates  the  perfecutions,  without 
mentioning  any  of  the  particulars^  and  this 
will  not  intereft  the  reader  at  all.  But  by 
dwelling  a  little  on  thefc  particulars,  I  flatter 
myfelf  that  I  have  written  fuch  a  hiftory  as 
may  not  only  be  confulted^  but  be  read^  efpecially 
by  young  perfons.  However,  as  I  have  not  only 
divided  the.  work  into  a  great  number  o* 
periods^  but  alfo  into  fedlions^  the  fubjcdls  of 
which  are  diftindly  fpecified,  any  perfon 
may,  without  much  trouble,  feleA>  or  omit, 
whatever  he  pleafes. 

Incompoiing  this  work,  as  well  as  my  Hijiory 
of  Early  Opinions  concerning  Cbrijl^  I  wrote  im- 
mediately from  original  writers^  and  afterwards 
confulted  the  moft  refpe<^able  of  the  moderns, 

by 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PREFACE*  xvil 

by  which  means  I  have  been  able  to  fupply 
fome  articles  which  I  had  overlooked,  efpeci- 
ally,  fuchas  are  colledled  from  works  not  pro- 
feffedly  hiftorical.  The,  authors  thus  referred 
to,  I  have  never' failed  toconfultwith  rcfpcft 
to  every  thing  of  confequence;  and  when  I  did 
not  think  that  neceflary,  I  have  quoted  the 
writers  I  have  adlually  made  ufe  of;  which,  it 
will  be  feen,  has  only  been  with  refpedl  to  arti- 
cles which  no  pei:fon  in  this  age  can  be  fuppofed 
to  have  any  motive  to  mifreprefent;  fuch  as 
the  later  accounts  of  the  Donatifts.  So  efta- 
bliflied  is  the  charader  of  Dr.  Lardner,  for 
diligence  and  fidelity,  that  I  have  made  no 
fcruple,  on  feveral  occafions,  to  copy  him,  and 
make  ufe  of  his  tranflations.  By  this  means 
I  have  relieved  myfelf  when  I  could ;  but  I 
have  fpared  no  labour  which  I  thought  necef- 
fary  to  i^ake  my  work  lifeful  and  authentic. 

I  call  this  hiftory  ^^eneral  one,  and  not 
particulars  or  critical.  Whatever  appeared  to 
ine  to  favour  of  fable^  I  have  commonly 
omitted,  and  without  any  difcuffiqjn.     The 
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fame  I  have  done  with  refpedl  to  dates ^  giv- 
ing thofe  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  neareft 
the  truth,  efpecially  thofe  fupplicd  by  Dr* 
Lardner.    Not  that  I  have  any  objedion  to 
the  critical  difcuffion  of  fuch  fubjeds.    On 
the  contrary,    I    often  think  them  of   im- 
portance, and  I  fometimes  take  much  plea- 
fure  in  entering  into  them,   as  may  appear 
from  the  diflertations  prefixed  to  my  Harmony 
of  the  Go/pels^  and  my  friendly  controverfy 
with  the  biftiop  of  Waterford,  concerning 
the  duration  of  Chrift's  miniftry.     But  this 
was  not  my  objedt  in  the    prefent    work, 
which  I  wilhed  to  make  intercfting  to  the  ge- 
nerality of  readers. 

I  have  brought  the  hiftory  to  a  very  impor- 
tant period,  comprehending  the  great  con-» 
troverfies  concerning  the  perfon  of  Chriff, 
as  fettled  by  the  fopr  firft  general  councils, 
and  terminating  with  the  removal  of  the 
power  which  flood  in  the  way  of  that  autho- 
rity, temporal  and  fpiritual,  which  was  after- 
wards alTumed  by  the  bifhops  of  Rome,  the 
progrefs  of  which  will  be  the  great  objed.  of 
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the  next  divifion  of  this  work,  if  I  continue 
it.  But  whether  I  fhall  purfue  it  any  far- 
dier,  I  am  wholly  undetermined. 

I  have  proceeded  thus  far,becaufe  I  thought 
that  I  was  able  to  throw  new  and  important 
light  upon  thefubje(3:.  With  refpedt  to  what 
follows,  I  do  not  know  that  I  ifhall  be  able 
to  do  fo  much;  but  it  may  be  pleaiing  to 
fome  if  I  (hould  do  no  more  than  felecft,  arid 
arrange,  what  has  been  already  well  done,  fo 
as  to  make  a  fuitable  continuation  of  this 
work  to  the  reformation  by  Luther.  If  this 
Ihould  appear  to  be  the  wifli  of  many  of  my 
readers,  I  fhall  probably  undertake  it;  and 
then,  if  I  (hould  find  myfelf  at  leifure,  I  may 
in  the  fame  manner,  write  the  hiftory  of  the 
reformation  itfelf,  and  even  continue  it  to  the 
prefent  century.  In  the  mean  time,  what  I 
have  now  done  I  apprehend  to  be  fuffidently 
compleat  of  itfelf. 

It  is  generally  obfcrved  that  old'age  is  narra^ 

five.    And  certainly  of  all  the  kinds  of  com- 

b  a    '  pofition. 
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pofition,  hiftory  beft  fuits  the  later  periods  of 
life,  the  powers  oiinvention  diminifhing,  and 
thofe  of  refleSliortj  at  leaft  a  difpofition  to  re- 
fledt,  increafing.  If  I  fhould  find  this  to  be 
the  cafe  with  myfelf,  I  fhall  be  happy  to 
have  fo  pleafing,  and  fo  ufeful,  an  employ- 
ment in  profpedl.  For  of  all  hiftory,  that 
of  the  mind  of  man,  in  the  progrefs  of  opinions^ 
and  their  confequences,  which  is  mpft  con- 
fpicuous  in  what  relates  to  chriftianity,  will 
pleafe  me  beft.  As  we  approach  nearer  to 
.another  flate,  every  thing  that  has  any  refer- 
ence to  it  naturally  proves  more  interefting. 

I  am  far  from  expedling  that  I,  who  have 
found  errors  in  others,  Ihould  have  efcaped 
them  myfelf.  If  any  be  pointed  out  to  me,  I 
Ihall  be  ready  to  redtify  theip  in  future  edi- 
tions of  th?  M^ork, 

N,  B.  The  dates  annexed  to  the  names  of 
the  biftiops  of  all  the  greater,  fees  in  the  chrpn-* 
logical  table,  at  the  end  of  this  work,  are  taken 
chiefly  from  the  Abregi  chronologique  de  PHif^ 
toire  Ecolejiqftique^  %  Vols. 
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i  N  T  R  O  D  U  C  T  I  d  ISf. 


I"  F  we  judge  of  the  importance  of  events  by 
the  greatnefs  of  their  cfFefts,  and  their 
influence  on  the  well  being  of  mankind,  we 
*muft  conclude  tliat  no  hifiory  whatever  can 
'be  fo  interefling  as  that  of  the  rife  and  pro- 
grefs  of  chriflianity.  The  change  whicli  it 
has  occafioned  in  thd  world  is  linfpeakably 
more  wonderful  in  its  nature,  than  that  which 
was  brought  about  by  the  eftablifhiiient  of 
^ny  empire,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world 
to  the  prefcrit  day ;  the  Roriian  enipire  itfelf, 
which  vv^as  of  the  greateft  eictent,  and  the 
longeft  duration  of  ^ny  of  them,  riot  ex- 
cepted. While  they  all,  in  their  turns,  have 
gond  to  decay  arid  miii,  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift  is  ftill  extending  itfelf;  fo  that  we 
cannot  doubt  but  that  it  will  at  length  cm-^ 
brace  all  mankind,  and  continue  to  the 
end  of  time.  With  tefpedt  to  the  value  of 
chriftianity,  it  may  with  truth  be  faid,  that  it 
VoL.i.  B  raifes 
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raifes  man  above  man,  even  in  his  moft  civi- 
lized ftate,  unfpeakably  more  than  men  are  by 
nature  raifed  above  brute  animals.  It  forms 
them  to  true  dignity  of  conduft  in  this  life, 
and  thus  prepares  them  for  that  glorious  and 
immortal  life  after  death,  with  which  it 
brings  us  acquainted. 

This  hiftory  is  the  more  intereiling,  as  it 
exhibits  this  greateil  of  all  changes  in  the 
ftate  of  the  world,,  taking  its  rife  from  the 
fmallefl:  beginnings,  and  triumphing,  with- 
out the  aid  of  external  force,  over  all  the 
powers  that  man  could  oppofe  to  it. 

Chriftianity,  though  founded  on  mere  opi- 
nion, viz.  the  belief  of  certain  fadls,  fuch  as 
the  miracles,  death,  and  refurredtion  of  Chrift, 
and  the  miracles  performed  by  the  apoftles 
after  him,  produced  vifible  and  moft  ex- 
traordinary effe^is^  both  with  refpeit  to  reli- 
gion, and  even  government;  and  the  evi- 
dence of  the  fadts  was  fo  clear  and  ftrik- 
ing,  that  the  dodrines  which  were  con- 
firmed by  it  prevailed  over  every  oppofite 
fyfiem  of  opinions,  even  thofe  which  had 
taken  the  deep  eft  root,  and  which  had,  from 
time  immemorial,  been  connected  with  prac- 
tices to  which  mankind  had  the  greateft  at- 
tachment, 
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tachment,  both  from  the  fafcinating  naturd 
of  the  things  themfelvcs,  and  the  belief  that 
the  welfare  of  ftates  abfolutcly  depended  upon 
them. 

The  religious  worftiip  of  all  the  heathen 
world  was  what  is  properly  termed  mere 
fuperfiition^  being  altogether  founded  on  an 
ignorance  of  the  true  caufes  of  things ; ,  and^ 
confcquently,  it  led  men  to  purfue  certain 
ends  by  means  which  had  no  connexion  with 
them ;  and  it  is  not  probable  that  any  know- 
ledge that  they  would  ever  have  acquired  of 
the  real  laws  of  nature  would  have  been  fuffi- 
cient  to  cure  that  fuperftition.    It  was  either 
to  the  influence  of  the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars* 
the  earth,  and  other  vifible  parts  of  nature, 
or  to  that  of  dead  men  (whofe  powers  they 
imagined  to  be  continued  and  enlarged  aftef 
death)  to  which  theyhad  afcribed  all  the  good 
and  evil  which  they  could  not  otherwife  ac- 
count for;  and, ^accordingly,  thefe  were  the 
objcfts  to  which  their  religious  worfhip  had 
been  direifted.     And  being  of  courfe  left  to 
their  own  imaginations  with  refpe(3:  to  the 
methods  of  fecuring  the  favour  of  thofc  dei- 
ties, and  naturally  enough  fuppofing  that  they 
were  pleafed   with  fuch  things  as  plcafed 
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themfelves,  it  is  no  wonder  (the  fancies  of 
men  being  infinitely  various)  that  among 
other  methods  they  had  rccourfe  to  adls,  the 
objedl  of  which  is  to  gratify  fenfuality  or  re- 
venge, paffiorjs  by  which  themfelves  were 
chiefly  fwayed.  Accordingly,  fome  of  their 
religious  rites  and  ceremonies  were  of  an  ex- 
penfive  and  painful,  and  others  of  an  alluring 
nature,  confifting  in  the  gratification  of  their 
fenfual  appetites ;  but  purity  of  morals  had 
never  been  the  objecft  of  any  religion  of  the 
heathens,  and  the  little  knowledge  they  had 
of  a  future  ftate  (which  had,  no  doubt,  been 
derived  from  the  tradition  of  fome  early  re- 
velation, miferably  corrupted)  was  fuch  as  to 
have  no  influence  on  the  condu(3:  of  even  the 
lower  claiTes  of  men,  and  was  wholly  difre- 
garded  by  the  higher. 

The  Jews,  a  people  inconfiderable  with 
refpedl  to  number,  power,  or  extent  of  terri- 
tory (who,  after  being  a  flourifliing  and  inde- 
pendent nation,  had  been  held  in  fubjedion 
by  all  the  great  monarchies  of  antiquity,  from 
the  Babylonian  to  the  Roman)  had  alone  the 
benefit  of  a  religion  infl:ituted  by  God  him- 
felf,  and  proved  to  be  fo  by  fuch  intcrpofi- 
tions  of  divine  providence  in  their  favour, 
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cfpecially  at  the  promulgation  of  it,  as  the 
inveterate  obftinacy  and  incredulity  of  that 
people  had  not  been  able  to  refift,  and  to 
which,  after  many  relapfes  into  idolatry,  they 
were,  in  the  time  of  our  Saviour,  moft  firmly 
attached.  To  the  peculiar  rites  of  their  reli- 
gion the. generality  of  the  nation,  who  were 
of  the  fed:  of  the  Pharifees,  had  added  many 
obfervances  of  their  own  invention,  and  on 
thefe  they  laid  as  much  ftrefs  as  on  things  of 
divine  inftitution  ;  while  a  few  of  the  richer 
fort  were  of  the  fe6l  of  the  Sadducees,  who 
not  only  rejedled  the  traditions  of  the  Phari- 
fees, but  difbelieved  the  docSlrine  of  the  refur- 
re6lion. 

The  Jewifh  nation  had  been  favoured  with 
an  almoft  uninterrupted  fucceflion  of  pro- 
phets, from  the  time  of  Mofes  to  that  of  Ma- 
lachi,  a  period  of  more  than  a  thoufand  years ; 
but  from  that  time  there  had  been  no  prophets, 
horanypretenfion  to  prophecy,  for  the  fpace 
of  more  than  four  hundred  years,  when  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  founder  of  the  chriftian  religion, 
immediately  preceded  by  John  the  Baptift, 
rofe  among  them. 

About  the  time  of  his  appearance  there  was 
a  general  expectation  among  the  Jews  of  the- 
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coming  of  their  Meffiah,  a  pcrfon  announced 
by  the  prophet  Daniel  under  that  title,  which 
lignifics  one  who  is  anointed^  or  appointed  by 
God  to  an  office  of  great  dignity.  But  though 
it  was  expreffly  faid  that  the  Meffiah  was  to 
be  cui  offi  the  Jews  fcem  to  have  given  no  at* 
tention  to  this  circumftancc,  but  applied  to 
him  all  that  is  faid  of  their  future  prince  of  the 
houfe  of  David,  who  is  to  reign  over  them 
when  they  fhall  be  reftored  to  their  own  coun- 
try, and  be  the  moft  diftinguiftied  nation 
upon  earth.  They  therefore  imagined  that, 
as  they  were  then  in  fubjedlion  to  the  Ro* 
mans,  their  Mefliah  would  deliver  them  from 
that  ftate  of  fervitude,  and  extend  his  con- 
quefts  over  the  neighbouring  countries,  as 
David  had  done.  The  hiftory  of  the  Jews 
fhews  this  cxpedtation  in  the  ftrongeft  light, 
and  our  Saviour's  conduft  (and,  as  we  may 
fay,  that  of  divine  providence)  was  very  much 
guided  by  it.  For  had  Jefus  been  from  the 
firft  announced  in  the  charad:er  of  the  Mef- 
fiah, the  Jews  immediately  connecting  with 
\i  the  idea  of  a  temporal  prince,  and  a  con-f 
queror  (which  he  was  not  to  be)  much  incon* 
venicnce  would  have  arifen  from  it,  efpe* 
cially  with  refpe<3:  to  the  Rpmans,   who, 
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being  maftcrs  in  the  country,  would  have 
been  jealous  of  fuch  a  perfon. 

Accordingiy,  when  John,  the  forerunner  of 
Jefus,  made  his  appearance,  his  commiffion 
went  no  farther  than  to  announce  the  fpeedy 
approach  of  another  perfon  much  greater  than 
himfelf.  Like  many  other  prophets,  he  called 
upon  his  hearers  to  repent,  and  as  a  token, 
it  (hould  feem,  of  a  foiemn  promife  to  amend 
their  lives,  he  by  divine  appointment  required 
them  to  be  baptized.  Though  John  worked 
BO  miracles,  he  had,  in  his  manner  and  drefs 
fo  much  the  appearance  of  one  of  the  ancient 
Jcwifh  prophets,  and  the  aufterity  and  fanc- 
tity  of  his  life  gave  fuch  a  credit  to  what  he 
taught,  that  he  was  generally  received  in  the 
charader  of  a  prophet ;  and  though  the  rulers 
of  the  nation,  and  the  teachers  of  the  law, 
whofe  hypocrify  and  immoralities  he  in- 
veighed againft,  took  umbrage  at  his  popu- 
larity, and  had  no  faith  in  his  divine  mif- 
fion,  they  durft  not  openly  avow  their  opi- 
nion. 

The  fcene  of  John's  preaching  was  at  firft 
in  the  wildernefs  of  Judea,  which  was  under 
the  government  of  the  Romans,  but  after- 
wards in  the  country  beyond  Jordan,  which 
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was  in  the  dominion  of  Herod,  who  re- 
fpedlcd  him  greatly.  But  the  prophet  hav- 
ing, with  the  liberty  which  became  his  cha- 
jradler,  reproved  bim  for  taking  Herodias, 
the  wife  qf  his  brother  Philip,  and  who  had 
eloped  from  bin),  Herod,  on  what  pretence 
does  not  appear,  put  him  in  prifon ;  and 
.  Herodias,  being  highly  incenfed  againft  him, 
induced  her  hulband  to  give  orders  for  his 
execution,  taking  advantage  of  a  rafh  pro- 
jnife  which  he  had  made,  to  give  her  daugh- 
ter (who  had  pleafed  bim  by  dancing  at  a 
public  cntettainment)  whatever  flie  fhould 
a(k,  and  prompting  her  to  a(k  the  head  of 
John.  The  preaching  of  John  began  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  in 
the  year  28  of  our  prefent  aera,  and  he  w^s 
put  to  death  in  the  year  following. 
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PERIOD    I. 

FROM   THE    PUBLIC    MINISTRY  OF  JESU$ 
TO    THE   DEATH   OF    NERO,   A.  D,  68. 


SECTION    L 

From  the  public  Appearance  of  "Jefus  to  his 
Afcenjion,    A»D«  ^Q. 

AT  the  death  of  John,  Jefus  had  preached 
fome  weeks,  and  had  a  confiderable  num-^ 
bcr  of  followers,  out  of  whom  he  had  juft  be- 
fore appointed  twelve  to  be  his  conftant  at- 
tendants; and  from  being  commiffioned  to 
preach  his  religion  in  diftant  countries,  he 
gave  then)  the  appellation  of  apojiles.  His 
public  miniftry  commenced  foon  after  his  be- 
ing baptized  by  John,  which  was  immedi- 
ately followed  by  a  remarkable  appearance  of. 
fomethinglikethedefcentof  adove  upon  him, 
ficcompanied  with  an  audible  voice,  faying, 

This 
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This  is  my  beloved  Son  ;  and  this  was  the  firft 
intimation  that  John  had  who  the  perfon  was 
whom  he  was  fent  to  announce. 

After  his  baptifm  Jcfus  was  led  by  the  fpi- 
rit  of  God  into  the  wildernefs,  where  he  con- 
tinued forty  days,  as  Mofes  had  done  in  the 
mount,  without  eating  or  drinking;  and  in 
this  time  it  is  probable  that  he  received  his 
inftruftions  what  to  preach,  and  how  to 
condud:  himfelf  in  his  important  miffion. 
After  this  followed  what  is  called  his  tempta^ 
tioriy  which  was  probably  a  vifion,  reprefcnt- 
ing  the  various  trials  to  which  he  would  be 
expofed'  during  the  courfe  of  his  miniftry, 
guarding  him  particularly  againft  oftentation, 
ambition,  and  a  diftruft  of  providence.  After 
thefe  fcenes  he  lived  for  fome  time  pretty 
much  retired,  as  he  had  done  before,  though, 
no  doubt  employed  in  deep  meditation  on  the 
fubjedl  of  his  important  office,  and  preparing 
his  mind  for  it  by  that  fervent  devotion,  hy 
which  he  was  ever  diftinguifhed. 

Though,  in  confequence  of  John's  announc- 
ing him  to  be  his  fuperior,  a  few  of  his  difci- 
ples  attached  themfelves  to  Jcfus,  and  occa- 
fionally  attended  him,  we  have  no  acc6unt  of 
5iny  thing  of  confequence  being  done  by  hini 
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(except  the  miracle  of  changing  water  into 
wine  at  a  private  marriage  feaft,  and  this  was 
probably  in  the  autumn  preceding)  till  after  the 
paflbvcr  which  followed  his  baptifm.  But 
on  his  retarn  to  Galilee  after  this  paflbver,  he 
gave  his  whole  time  to  the  inftrudion  of  all 
who  came  in  his  way,  and  performed  the  moft 
illuftrious  miracles,  particularly  omitting  no 
opportunity  of  (hewing  his  own  benevolence, 
as  well  as  proving  bis  divine  miffion,  by  heal- 
ing all  the  fick  that  were  brought  to  him. 
Thus,  after  publicly  preaching  in  afynagogue 
at  Capernaum  on  the  fabbatb-day,  he  cured 
a  demoniac  who  was  prefent  on  the  occaiion, 
and  on  the  fame  day  Peter's  wife's  mother, 
vrho  was  ill  of  a  fever,  and  in  the  evening  a 
multitude  of  perfons,  aiflided  with  difeafes 
of  various  kinds. 

Thefe  cures  brought  about  him  fo  great 
a  concourfe  of  people,  that  early  the  next 
morning  he  left  the  town  in  a  private  manner, 
and  went  into  the  mountainous  part  of  the 
country;  and  the  people  ftill  flocking  to  him, 
from  all  the  places  in  the  neighbourhood,  he 
gave  them  moft  excellent  inftrudtioris  on  the 
fubjedl  of  morals,  infifting  chiefly  on  good 
difpofitions    of   heart,    upright    intentions, 

and 
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and  univerfal  benevolence,  even  to  thofe  who 
ihould  hate  and  perfecute  them ;  and  being  well 
apprizedofthegeneralexpeftationofhiscoun- 
try men,  concerning  the  coming  of  the  Meffiah, 
and  the  ambitious  profpedls  they  entertained 
on  that  account,  he  enlarged  particularly  on 
the  virtues  of  meeknefs,  humility,  and  hea- 
venly mindednefs,  as  the  moft  eflcntial  quali- 
fications for  that  kingdom  of  God  for  the  efta- 
blilhment  of  which  they  were  looking.  Know- 
ing alfo  the  deference  they  had  for  the  fcribes, 
the  public  teachers  of  the  law,  he  ftrongly 
guarded  them  againft  the  abufes  and  corrup- 
tions which  they  had  introduced  into  it  by 
their  traditions. 

The  doftrine  which  he  taught  with  the 
greateft  diftindnefs  and  emphafis  was  that  of 
a  future  refurre£iion  to  immortal  life^  as  that 
which  he  was  more  efpecially  commiffioned 
torepublifhwith  additional  evidence:  inform- 
ing his  hearers  that  he  himfelf  was  appointed 
of  God  to  come  again,  after  his  death  and  refur^ 
redion,  to  raife  all  the  dead,  and  to  judge  the . 
world.  This  moil  important  of  all  dodlrines 
was  probably  the  original  revelation  of  Gdd  to 
man,  but  not  being  explicitly  contained  in  the 
writings  of  Mofes,  whofe  commiflion  had  an- 
other 
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other  object,  therecordof  it  was  loft*;  and  in 
Gonfequence  of  this,  though  the  belief  of  it 
was  retained  by  the  body  of  the  Jewifh  nation, 
it  was  difbelieved  by  fome,  and  much  cor- 
rupted by  others ;  the  Pharifces  particularly, 
imagining  that  men  were  to  have  wives  in  a  fu-* 
ture  ftate,  and  live  in  other  refpefts  as  they  had 
done  here.  Befides  correcSingthismiftafce,  and 
informing  us  that,  in  the  future  world,  men 
are  to  be  as  the  angels  of  God,  and  to  live 
without    propagating    their    fpecies,    Jefus 


*  We  find  the  belief  of  a  rerurreaion  among  the 
Jews  in  the  time  of  our  Saviour,  and  in  that  of  the 
Maccabees  long  before  him ,  fo  that  it  was  probably  the 
Faith  of  that  nation  in  all  former  times,  as  it  conti- 
nues to  be  fo  to  this  day.  Our  Saviour  only  corre6led 
fome  miftakes  concerning  it.  Now  this  is  a  do6lrine  of 
fo  extraordinary  a  nature,  that  it  could  never  have  been 
difcovered,  or  even  imagined,  by  men,  and  therefore 
inuft  have  been  derived  from  fome  revelation.  And  as 
we  havenoaccountoffuch  a  revelation  in  the  fcriptures 
of  the  Old  Teftament,  it  muft  have  been  prior  to  the 
writing  of  any  of  thofe  books ;  though,  being  well 
known  to  the  writers,  and  to  the  nation  in  general,  it 
has  fo  happened  that  they  have  not  mentioned  it. 
Had  a  difcovery  of  fo  great  importance  been  made 
to  mankind  after  the  time  of  Mofes,  or  indeed  after 
the  flood,  and  before  the  Babyloniih  captivity,  we 
ihould  certainly  have  had  fome  account  of  it  in  the 
Old  Teftament ;  this  being  of  infinitely  more  moment 
than  anything  recorded  there. 
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taught  no  pecul  iar  articles  of  faith .  In  every 
thing  that  was  of  importance,  fuch  as  the 
unity  of  God,  and  the  placability  of  his  nature, 
the  Jews  had  been  fufficiently  inftrufted  b/ 
Mofcs  and  the  prophets.  Thefe,  therefore, 
he  affumed  as  fixed  principles ;  and  in  all  his 
difcourfes  and  parables,  which  were  admira- 
bly calculated  to  ftrike  the  imagination,  and 
to  imprefs  the  memory  and  the  heart,  the 
truth  of  them  was  taken  for  granted,  as  what 
would  be  admitted  by  all  his  hearers.  The 
pure  morality  that  he  taught  was  uniformly 
exemplified  in  his  own  life,  which  was  a  pat- 
tern of  the  greateft  moderation,  berievolencei. 
and  piety.  He  declined  no  labour,  in  conti- 
nually going  about  doing  good;  he  made  no 
oftentatious  difplay  of  his  miraculous  powers; 
he  fpent  much  of  his  time  in  humble  prayer; 
and  upon  all  occafions  teftified  his  entire 
fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that,  though 
Jefus  plainly  and  repeatedly  informed  his  dif- 
ciples  that  he  fhould  be  put  to  death,  and  rife 
again  on*  the  third  day,  they  did  not  under- 
ftand  him;  ftill  fuppofing  that,  as  he  was 
the  Meffiah,  he  would  foon  appear  in  the 
charaiSler  of  a  king;  and  they  were  more 
I  than 
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than  once  difputing  among  themfelves  who 
fhould  enjoy  the  chief  places  of  honour  and 
power  in  his  kingdom.  But  as  he  was'ufed 
to  fpeak  to  them  in  a  figurative  manner,  they 
probably  thought  that  by  deathh^  meant  fome 
fcenes  of  difficulty  and  trial,  and  that  his  fur- 
mounting  them  was  all  that  was  meant  by 
his  refurreBion,  For  when  he  was  appre- 
hended, and  put  to  death,  they  gave  up  all 
their  expetStations  from  him,  never  fuppofing 
that  they  Ihould  fee  him  any  more ;  and  when 
he  did  appear  to  them,  after  his  refurredtion, 
they  could  hardly  believe  the  interefting  fa(St 
on  the  evidence  of  their  own  fenfes. 

The  miracles  of  Jefus  were  chiefly  of  a  be- 
nevolent pature,  confifting  of  healing  difeafes, 
and  efpecially  fuch  as  were  feldom  known 
to  be  relieved  by  medicine,  at  leaft  in  a  (hort 
fpace  of  time,  as  blindnefs,  leprofy,  palfy, 
and  infanity,  which  in  that  age  was  ufually 
afcribed  to  the  influence  of  demons,  and 
there  are  three  accounts  of  his  raifing  per- 
fons  from  the  dead.  To  relieve  the  wants  of 
his  auditors,  in  a  place  where  no  provifions 
were  to  be  had,  he  twice  fed  a  great  multi- 
tude with  a  fmall  quantity  of  bread  and  filhes, 
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more  being  left  than  there  was  when  he  begart 
to  diftribute. 

A  few  of  his  miracles  feem  to  have  had  no 
other  object  than  to  ffiew  the  power  that  was 
given  him  over  the  laws  of  nature,  as  hisftilling 
a  tempeft,  and  walking  on  the  fea,  as  well  as 
his  changing  water  into  wine,  mentioned  be- 
fore. Miracles  of  this  kind,  however,  would 
tend  to  infpire  his  difciples  with  the  greateft 
confidence  in  the  divine  power  which  attended 
him,  and  encourage  them  in  preaching  his 
religion,  notwithftanding  all  the  dangers  to 
which  they  fhould  be  expofed;  perfuaded 
that,  if  they  were  not  delivered  from  any  par- 
ticular diftrefs,  it  was  becaufe  the  intereft  of 
the  religion  they  taught  made  their  fufFerings 
more  expedient.  And  their  mafter  had  always 
forewarned  them  that  they  were  not  to  expedt 
their  reward  in  this'world.  On  the  contrary, 
he  plainly  told  them  that  none  would  be  con- 
fidered  as  his  difciples,  who  would  not  be 
ready  to  give  up  their  lives  rather  than  re- 
nounce their  religion ;  and  that  if  any  perfon 
fhould  deny  him,  or  be  afhamed  of  him,  in 
any  circumftances,  he  would  deny  him  to  be 
his  difciple  when  he  fhould  come  in  his  glory. 
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Bcfidcs  the  voice  from  heaven  at  the  bap- 
tifm  of  Jcfus,  he  had  a  more  exprcfs  divine 
atteilation  of  the  fame  kind  upon  a  moun«- 
tain  in  Galilee,  in  the  prefence  of  three  of  his 
apoftles,  Peter,  James,  and  John;  when  he 
appeared  in  great  glory,  furrounded  by  that 
bright  cloud  Which  was  the  fymbol  of  the 
divine  prefence  in  the  time  of  Mofes,  accom- 
panied by  Mofes  himfclf  and  Elias,  whodif- 
courfed  with  him  about  his  future  fuflferings, 
probably  to  encourage  him  to  go  through  a 
fcene  fo  painful  and  humiliating,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fo  fingular  in  its  kind ;  as  he  was 
to  exemplify  in  his  own  pcrfon  the-dodtrine 
which  he  taught,  viz.  of  a  refurred:ion  to  im- 
mortal life,  being,  as  he  is  called,  the Jirfi  fruits 
from  the  dead.  This  remarkable  fcene  was 
clofed  with  a  repetition  of  the  voice  from 
heaven,  Matt.  xvii.  5.  T^his  is  my  Moved  Son ^ 
in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed^  Hear  ye  him.  Alfo 
a  few  days  before  his  death,  when  being  in 
the  temple,  in  the  prefence  of  a  great  number 
of  people,  and  praying,  he  had  faid,  Father^ 
glorify  thy  name^  John  xii.  a 8.  there  came  a 
voice  from  heaven^  faying^  I  have  botf)  glorified 
it,  and  will  glorify  it  again.  This  voice  was 
fo  loud,  that  fome  of  the  people  who  Were 
Vol,  I.  C  not 
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not  neaif  enough  to  diitinguiih  the  words, 
thought  that  it  thundered,  but  others^  per- 
ceiving  the  founds  to  be  articulate,  faid  that 
an  angel  fpake  to  him. 

Notwithftanding  the  fplendor  of  his  mira* 
cles,  Jefus  was  far  from  arrogating  any  thing 
to  himfclf,  but  always  afcribed  his  extraor- 
clinary  works  to  his  God  and  Father,  who 
fent  him,  and  aAed  by  him,  and  to  whofe 
will  he  was  at  all  times  perfeftly  rifigncd. 
Together  with  fentiments  of  the  moft  ge- 
nuine piety,  he  difcovered  evident  marks  of 
great  fenfibility  of  mind,  ahd  of  a  tender 
companionate  difpoiition;  feeling  for  his 
difciples  and  others,  and  attending  to  them 
much  moj?e  than  to  himfelf.  Thus  when  he 
accompanied  the  friends  of  Lazarus  to  hill 
grave,  and  faw  them  in  tears,  he  wept  alfo, 
though  he  was  juft  going  to  raife  him  from 
the  dead .  When  li ttl6  children  weife  brought 
to  him,  he  hot  only  bleffed  them,  but  took 
^  th^m  up  in  hisarms  to  do  it .  Foretelling  the 
ruin  that  was  to  come  upon  his.  nation,  and 
efpecialiy  the  deJ[hrud:ion  of  thtfcity  of  Jcru- 
falem  (which,  as  a  prophet,  he  had  particu- 
larly defcribed)  and  viewing  it  from  fome 
diftance,  he  wept  over  it ;  and  as  he  w^s  led 
4  to 
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to  crucifixion,  he  bid  die  women  who  ac- 
companied him,  and  lamented  over  him,  not 
to  weep  for  him,  but  for  themfelves,  and  for 
their  children,  on  account  of  the  calamities: 
that  would  certainly  bcfal  them. 

Notwithftanding  the  great  and  benevolent 
works,  continually  performed  by  Jefus,  and 
his  popularity  with  the  common  people  on 
that  account ;  yet,  as  he  paid  no  court  to  the 
leading  men  of  the  nation,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, omitted  no  opportunity  of  cxpofing 
their  ambition  and  other  vices,  and  frequently 
upbraided  them  before  the  people,  whofe 
good  opinion  they  affe<a:ed,  he  incurred  their 
utmoft  indignation.    Their  prejudices  would 
act  fufFer  them  to  believe  that  fuch  k  perfon 
as  he  was  could  be  their  promifed  Mefliah, 
and  they  afcribed  the  moft  wonderful  of  his 
works,  that  of  curing  demoniacs  (and  pro- 
bably the  reft  alfo)  to  the  power  of  Satan, 
Thus  blinded  by  their  paffions,  after  many 
confultations  what  to  do,  they  determined  to 
put  him  to  death,  and  at  length  refolved  ^o  do 
it  by  a  public  trial  and  execution.    As  this 
muft  have  been  efFedled  by  the  Roman  power, 
they  could  not  doubt  but  the  fame  power,  if 
they  could  engage  it's  interference  in  the  cafe, 
C  a  would 
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would  fupport  them  in  the  meafure,  and  carry 
them  through  it  in  all  its  confequcnces. 

This  purpofe  of  theirs  was  favoured  by  the 
bafc  treachery  of  Judas  Ifcariot,  one  of  his 
apoflles,  who  had  been  offended  at  a  reproof 
which  Jefus  gave  him,  when  he  had  com- 
plained  of  the  expence  of  a  quantity  of  valu- 
able ointment,  which  Mary  the  fifter  of  La- 
zafus  had  poured  upon  his  head,  at  the  lail 
entertainment  at  which  he  was  prefent .  Judas 
had  perhaps  given  up  all  idea  of  Jefus  being 
a  king,  or,  at  leaft,  of  any  great  advantage 
accruing  to  himfelf  from  adhering  to  hixn, 
and  in  a  fit  of  refentment  (which,  however, 
laded  fome  days)  he  agreed  with  the  chief 
rulers,  for  a  fum  of  money,  to  (hew  them 
how  they  might  apprehend  him  without 
alarming  the  multitude,  and  by  night ;  fo 
that,  however  difpofed,  the  common  people 
would  have  no  opportunity  of  interfering  in 
his  behalf.  It  was  accordingly  done  about 
midnight,  in  a  garden,  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  the  city,  whither  Jefus,  diftindtly  fore- 
feeing  all  that  was  coming  upon  him,  had 
retired  to  pafs  the  dreadful  interval  in  prayer. 
Feeling  like  a  man  under  the  fulleft  view  of 
his  approaching  painful  death,  and  all  the 

igno- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Sec.I.         christian  church.  21 

ignominious  circumftances  attending  it,  he 
was  for  a  time  in  an  agony  of  diftrefs  ; 
through  the  whole  of  which  he  however  pre- 
ferved  a  purpofe,  never  for  a  moment  to  be 
fhaken,  of  abfolute  refignation  to  the  will  of 
God;  and  after  this  he  perfeftly  recovered  the 
corapofure  of  his  mind,  and  it  never  quitted 
him  to  the  laft. 

Being  apprehended  by  an  armed  force,  after 
Ihewing  that  it  was  in  his  power  to  have  re- 
fcued  himfelf,  he  fubmitted  to  be  conduced 
to  the  houfe  of  the  high  prieft,  and  then  be- 
fore the  fanhedrim,  the  chief  court  of  judi- 
cature in  the  country,  which  was  aflcmbled 
for  the  purpofe  in  the  precinfts  of  the  temple. 
There,  not  knowing  what  charge  to  bring 
againft  him,  on  which  they  could  fentencc 
him  to  death,  his  judges  haftily  took  up  that 
of  blafphemyr  accufing  him  of  fpeaking  lightly 
of  the  temple,  which  they  might  think  was 
moft  likely  to  deftroy  his  intereft  with  the 
common  people.  But  not  being  able  to  prove 
this  charge,  the  high  prieft,  who  prefided  in 
the  court,  folemnly  alked  him  whether  he 
was  the  Meffiah;  and  upon  his  acknowledg- 
ing  it,  the  majority  of  them  voted  his  death, 
on  the  idea  of  his  having  arrogated  to  hinifelf 
C3  ^    ahigh 
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a  high  office  from  God  which  did  not  belong 
to  him.  On  this  Judas,  who  had  betrayed 
him,  was  ftruck  with  fuch  remorfc,  that  he 
immediately  went  into  the  court,  threw  down 
the  money  that  he  had  received  as  the  reward 
of  his  ferviccs  in  apprehending  him,  faying, 
/  have  betrayed  innocent  bloody  and  then  went 
and  hanged  himfelf.  There  could  be  no 
greater  proof  of  the  innocence  of  Jefus^  and 
that  his  difciples,  who  were  the  beft  ac- 
quainted with  his  conduiSt,  knew  of  no  evil 
in  him. 

Notwithftanding  this  condemnation,  the 
Jews,  being  fubjcdt  to  the  Romans,  had  not 
the  power  of  executing  their  fentcnce,  and 
therefore  accufed  him  to  Pilate  the  Roman 
governor,  of  treafon  againft  the  ftate,  in  af- 
fuming  the  chara<9:er  of  a  i/>/^,  for  fuch,  in 
their  opinion,  the  Meffiah  was.  Pilate  faw 
the  malice  of  the  Jews,  and  the  perfedt  inno- 
cence of  Jefus ;  but  wiihing  to  gain  favour 
With  the  leading  men  of  the  nation,  whom 
nothing  lefs  than  the  death  of  Jefus  would 
fatisfy,  after  doing  every  thing  that  he  could 
to  faye  him^(at  leaft  to  exprefs  his  pcrfuafion 
of  his  innocence)  he  gave  orders  for  his  cru- 
cifixion, which  ws^s  the  mode  of  death  for 

which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


$Ec..I.    .     .CMRISTIAW  CHUJieH.  e^ 

which  the  Jevys  had  been  particularly  clamoi- 
rous,  it  being  that  to  which  the  Romans  had 
been  ufed  to  fentence  ithe  moft  infi^mous  cri- 
fninajs. 

This  fcenc  of  a  painful  and  lingering  ^ath» 
preceded  by  a  cruel  fcourging,  and  ev^rjr 
mode  of  infult  and  abufe,  both  by  the  officers 
of  ^he  Jews,  and  the  Roman  foldiers,  Jefus 
went  through  (as  he  had  done  both  his  trials) 
tvith  the  moft  perfeiS:  com.pofure,  and  with^^ 
Dut.cxpreffing  any  refcntment.  And  this  is  tjic 
more  extraordinary,  as  his  preceding  agony 
i»  the  garden  ihewed  that  he  wa,s  poffefled 
of  the  jmoft  exquifit€  fenfibiJity.  He  had 
evcQ  the  benevolence  and;  preiencse  of  mind 
to  pray  for  his  executioners,  that  God  would 
forgive  th^m,  fince  they  knew  not  what  they 
did,  and  ooly  execi^ted  the  orders  .of  their  fuf- 
periors.  When  he  hung  upon  the  crofs,  with 
that  afFedion  to  his  friends  of  which  he  had 
giv^n  the  greateft  proofs  in  all  iiis  omver- 
fatioa  with  them  on  the  evening  before 
his  ide^iith,  and  whidi  never  forfocdc  him,  he 
committed  his  mother  to  the  care  of  his  di(^ 
piple  John ;  and  in  his  kft  words  xefigped  his 
life  into  the  hands  of  his  God  and  Flatber^ 
•€4  who. 
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who,  he  was  confident,  would  foon  reftore  it 
to  him  again. 

This  tranquility,  with  which  he  fubmitted 
to  death,  is  an  evidence  of  his  firm  aifurance 
of  rinng  again ;  and  as  the  hiftoiy  of  his  life, 
and  efpecially  of  the  laft  fcenes  of  it,  clearly 
proved  that  he  was  no  enthufiqft^  it  may  be 
pronounced  a  tranquility  which  could  never 
have  been  attained  by  any  man,  in  thofe  cir- 
cumilances,  without  the  beft  grounded  per- 
fuafion  of  the  truth  of  his  divine  miflion. 
His  whole  behaviour  fhewed  fuch  dignity  of 
fentiment,  fuch  benevolence,  and  piety,  as  is 
incompatible  with  either  a  weak  or  a  wicked 
mind.  No  enthufiafl,  or  impoftor^  could 
have  conducted  himfelf  as  he  did ;  and  they 
TOuft  either  have  given  no  attention  to  the 
incidents,  or  be  utter  Grangers  to  the  feelings 
of  human  nature,  who  can  fuppofe  that  he 
was  either  the  one  or  the  other. 
.  The  manner  in  which  Jefus  died  was  pecu- 
liarly favourable  to  the  defign  of  providence, 
which  was  to  make  the  moft  diflinguiihed 
preacher  of  the  dodtrine  of  a  rcfurredlion  him- 
felf a  proof  of  the  fadt.  He  died  in  public, 
and  by  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  to  whom  he 
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was  delivered  up  to  for  that  purpofe.    The 
reality  of  his  death  therefore  could  not  be 
queftioned,  and  his  refurrecSbion  was  proved 
by  the  abundant  evidence  of  thofe  who  beft 
knew  him,  and  who  were  therefore  the  beft 
judges  of  the  fadl,  and'who  h$d  no  more  ex- 
peftation  of  it  than  his  adverfaries,  and  ac^ 
cordingly  expreffed  as  much  furprize  at  it  as 
they  could  have  done.    On  this  moft  unex-> 
Gcptionable  evidence  is  the  great  truth  of  the 
refurreftion  of  Chriftmoft  firmly  eftabliftied* 
The  moft  difficult  to  be  convinced  of  it  were 
theapoftles  themfelves.    When  they  were  in- 
formed that  he  had  adlually  appeared  to  fome 
very  refpedlable  women  of  their  acquaintance, 
they  treated  the  report  as  an  idle  tale,  and  did 
not  believe  it.    One  of  them  was  fo  unreafon- 
ably  incredulous,  that  the  teftimony  of  ten  of 
his  brother  apoftles  would  not  fatisfy  him, 
nor  any  thing  lefs  than  his  own  feeing  and 
handling  his  rifen  mafter. 

Jefus  Continued  after  his  refurredlion  tcx 
appear  to  his  difciples,  at  intervals,  for  the 
fpaceof  forty  days,  fo  that  there  was  fuffi* 
cient  time  for  them  to  recolledt  themfelves  and 
to  fatisfy  themfelves  with  refpeft  to  the  faft, 
in  whatever  manner  they  (hould  think  proper*. 

His 
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His  firft  appearances  were  made  when  they 
did  not  expe<5t  him,  and  therefore  could  not 
impofe  upon  themfclves  by  their  vain  hopes, 
apd  others  were  by  exprefs  appointment,  when 
they  had  fufficient  opportunity  Fot  confidering 
what  would  fatisfy  them, and bfprocuringthat 
iktisfadion  at  their  full  leifure  j  and  the  con* 
fequence  was  fuch  a  firm  perfuafion  in  them 
all,  of  the  adual  refurre^tion  6f  their  maf- 
ter,  and  confequently  of  the  truth  of  his  pro- 
mifes  concerning  his  fecond  coming,  to  raife 
the  dead  and  judge  the  world  (when  they 
would  again  enjoy  his  fociety,  in  a  ftate  of 
kappinefs  and  glory  which  would  have  no 
end)  as  carried  them  through  difficulties  and 
fufFerings  as  great  as  he  himfelf  had  experi- 
enced, and  gave  fuch  an  eftabliihment  to  the 
chrlflian  religion,  as  that  nothing  in  the 
power  of  its  moft  violent  enemies,  and  of  the 
world,  could  overturn  it. 

Jefus  firft  (hewed  himfelf  ta  Mary  Mag- 
dalen, who  was  fo  far  from  expecting  fuch  an 
interview,  that  (he  was  one  of  thofe  who  had 
been  at  great  expcnce  in  purchafing  fpices  to 
embalm  him,  and  when  (he  firft  faw  him 
took  him  to  be  the  gardener.  Before  this,  on 
finding  the  fepulchre  open,  (he  had  run  and 
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told  the  apofUes  of  fuch  an  unfufpcAed  cir- 
cumftanee,  and  Peter  and  John  had  fet  out  to- 
gether to  go  to  the  place;  when  John,  oat- 
nmning  Peter,  and  going  into  the  fepulchre, 
judged,  from  the  manner  in  which  he  faw  the 
grave  cloaths  difpofcd  of,  that  the  body  had 
npt  been  carried  away  by  force,  but  that  there 
had  been  a  real  refurredtion,  Peter,  however, 
does  not  feem  to  have  been  convinced  of  it 
till  Jefus  appeared  to  himfelf,  which  he  did 
fometime  on  that  day,  after  he  had  firft  ap- 
peared to  Mary  Magdalen,  and  by  her  had 
fentameiTage  to  the  apoftles,  informing  them 
that  he  would  give  them  the  meeting  in  Ga- 
lilee. 

After  this  he  appeared  to  two  of  the  difci- 
pies  as  they  were  walking  to  a  village  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Jerufalem.  The  fame 
eveninghe  appeared,  as  unexpededly,  to  all 
the  apoftles,  except  Thomas;  the  Sunday 
following  to  him  with  them,  and  fpnae- 
time  after  in  Galilee  to  Feter,  and  others  who 
were  in  a  Ihip  fifhing,  and  then  to  five  hun- 
dred of  the  difciples  at  once*  He  alfo  ap- 
peared fcparately  to  James ,  byt  when  or  where 
is  not  certain.  LafUy^  he  met  the  apoftles, 
and  many  others,  after  their  return  to  Jerufa- 
lem; 
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1cm;  and  having  converfed  with  them  at  lei* 
furc,  and  conduced  them  as  far  as  the  mount 
of  Olives,  he  ifccnded  above  the  douds  in 
their  fight;  two  angels  ftanding  by,  and  in- 
forming thofe  who  were  prefent,  that  in  the 
fame  manner  in  which  they  then  faw  Jefus 
going  up  to  heaven,  they  would  fee  him  re- 
turn again  from  heaven. 

The  enemies  of  chriftianity  frequently  afk 
why  Jefus  did  not  appear  to  the  leading  men 
of  the  Jewifti  nation,  after  he  was  rifen  from 
the  dead.  But  confidering  the  part  which 
they  had  adled,  this  would  have  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  infult,  unbecoming  the  dig- 
nity of  our  Lord's  character;  and  the  evidence 
of  his  refurredion,  which,  if  they  had  been  fo 
difpofed,  they  might  eafily  have  made  them- 
felves  acquainted  with,  was  fufficient  to  fatisfy 
all  who  were  truly  unprejudiced.  Befides,  had 
fuch  an  appearance  as  unbelievers  now  demand 
a<Slually  convinced  all  the  Jewifli  rulers,  and 
the  whole  nation,  fo  that  they  had  all  imme- 
•diately  become  chriftians,  the  ftory  would 
have  been  lefs  credible  at  this  day,  and  in  all 
future  time.  For  it  might  then  have  been 
faid,  with  great  plaufibility,  that  the  whole 
might  have  been  a  fabrication  of  the  Jews, 
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and  that  the  evidence  of  the  refurredtion  of 
Jefus  had  never  been  rigoroufly  examined  at 
the  time.     But  tio  fuch  objedion  can  now  be 
made  to  this  important  part  of  the  chriftiait 
hiftory.     It  is  now  evident  that  it  was  the  in- 
tereft  both  of  the  friends  and  of  the  enemies  of 
chriftianity  to  examine  moft  rigoroufly  intq 
the  truth  of  the  refurre<5lion,  and  that  the  be- 
lief of  it  continued  to  gain  ground  notwith* 
ftanding.    They  who  were  then  the  enemies 
of  chriftianity  would  no  doubt  have  refuted 
the  ftory  if  it  had  been  in  their  power ;  and 
being  the  leading  men  of  the  country,  they  had 
every  advantage  for  fo  doing;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  friends  of  chriftianity  wouli 
not  have  facrificed  their  fortunes,  their  liberty, 
and  their  lives,  for  the  truth  of  a  fa<3:,  of 
which  they  hzd  not  had  the  moft  convincing 
evidence. 
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From  the  Afcenjion  of  ^efus  to  the  Converjion 
ofPauL 

^TpHE  direition  that  Jefus  gave  to  his  dif- 
^  ciples  before  his  afcenfion  was,  that 
they  fliould  continue  at  Jerufalem  till  they 
fiiould  receive  the  gift  of  the  holy  fpirit,  and 
be  thereby  endued  with  power  from  on  high.  In 
confeq'ucnce  of  this,  they  afTociated  together, 
to  the  number  of  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty,  and  at  the  motion  of  Peter,  they,  by 
prayer  and  cz^ing  of  lots,  chofe  Matthias  to 
fucceed  Judas  in  the  office  of  apoftle,  there 
being  another  candidate,  whofe  name  wast 
Jofeph  called  alfo  Barfabas,  and  fumamed 
Juftus .  The  requifites  to  the  office  of  apoflTe 
were  their  having  attended  Jefus  from  the  be- 
ginning of  his  miniftry  till  his  afcenfion,  and 
efpecially  their  having  been  witnefTes  of  his 
refurreiStion.    Ads  i.  26. 

On  the  day  of  pentecoft,  ten  days  after  the 
afcenfion,  the  apoftles  and  other  difciples  be- 
ing affembled  as  ufual  in  one  room,  pretty 
early  in  the  morning,  the  promife  of  their 
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mafter  was  fulfilled,  by  what  was  called  the 
defcent  of  the  holyfpirit  upon  them  all.    There  . 
was  a  found  as  of  a  rujhing  mighty  wind,  filling    * 
the  whole  houfe,  and  the  appearance  of  fire 
upon  the  heads  of  all  the  company,  followed  by 
a  power  of  fpeaking  in  languages  which  they 
had  not  learned,  and  fo  intelligibly,  that  a 
great  multitude  of  various  nations,  drawn  to- 
gether by  the  report,  perfedrly  underftood 
what  thcyfaid;  and  were  aftonifhed  above 
meafurelohear  perfons  who  were  well  knowA 
to  be  Galileans,  artd  unlearned,  fpeak  the 
praifes  of  Gqd  in  ftich  a  variety  of  languages. 
Some  of  the  croud,  who  were  probably  ig- 
norant of  any  language  except  their  own, 
hearing   voices    that  were   unintelligible  to 
them,  faid  that  the  difciples  were   drunk. 
But  Peter,  who  heard  this  remark,  began  to 
fpeak  to  the  multitude,    and  obferve,   that 
what  they  had  heard  could  not  be  the  effedt  of 
dninkennefs,  becaufe  it  was  early  in  the  day, 
when  it  was  not  cuftomary  for  any  perfonis  to 
be  intoxicated.    This  was  a  proper  anfwcr  to 
thofe  who  did  not  underftand  the  languages 
in  which  the  difciples  fpoke.    Others  muil 
have  been  abundantly .  convinced,  that  the 
eflFeA  of  intoxication  could  not  be4he  diftindl: 
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fpcaking  of  languages  which  men  had  never 
learned.. 

After  this,  Peter,  informing  them  that  the 
fcene  at  which  they  were  prefent  was  an  ev«nt 
foretold  by  the  prophet  Joel,  began  to  affure 
them  of  therefurredion  of  Jefus,  whom  they 
had  crucified,  of  whigh  himfclf  and  all  his 
company  were  witnefles;  and  that  it  was  in 
fulfilment  of  his  promife  that,  being  now  ex- 
alted at  the  right  hand  of  God,  he  had  imparted 
to  them  this  gift  of  the  holy  fpirit.    In  confir- 
mation of  their  evidence  of  the  refurrecSion,  he 
lik^wife  obferved  that  it  was  agreeable  to  the 
fcriptures,  that  the  Mcfliah  (hould  die  and  rife 
again.    Of  this  event  he  faid  that  they,  who 
were  the  bcft  acquainted  with  him,  and  had 
repeatedly  feen  and  converfed  with  him,  were 
the  moft  proper  witnefles;  but  as  to  his  ^;/. 
rac/es  whilft  he  was  alive,  and  which  proved 
him   tQ  be  a  prophet  (or  as  he  exprefled 
himfelf,  a  man  approved  of  God ^  by  miracles  and 
wonders^  and  Jigns  which  God,  did  by  him)  he 
appeakd  to  themfelvcs,  fince  they  had  been 
wrought  among  them,  and  had  never  been 
quefliohed.    After  this  he  exhprted  them  to 
repent  of  their  fins,  and  to  bje  baptized; 
afliiring  them  that  then  they  would  receive  the 

fame 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Sec. II,       CHRISTIAN  CHURCH.  33 

fame  ^ft  of  the  holy  fpirit  which  had  been 
imparted  to  himfelf  and  his  companions . 

Such  an  efFe(£k  was  produced  by  this  ex- 
traordinary appearance,  and  the  fpeech  of 
Peter,  appeaHng  to  their  own  perfect  know- 
ledge of  the  miracles  of  Jefus,  that  about 
three  thoufand  perfons  openly  joined  them 
and.  were  baptized,  making  one  body  with 
them ;  and  to  exprefs  their  hirmony  and  fel- 
lowfhip,  the  rich  freely  imparted  of  their  fu^ 
perfluity  to  the  poor,  arid  many  of  them  even 
fold  their  eftates,  to  make  a  common  ftock 
for  that  benevolent  purpofe.  From  this  time 
many  miracles  (though  they  are  not  particu-^ 
larly  fpecified  in  the  hiftory)  being  wrought 
by  theapoftles,  numbers  were  profelyted  every 
day;  and  their  behaviour  was  fo  irrcproach* 
able,  that  they  were  held  in  high  efteem  by 
thofe  of  the  people  who  did  not  openly  join 
them.    Adts  ii. 

Nothing  of  this,  it  is  eafy  to  obferve^ could 
poffibly  have  taken  place,  if  it  had  been  ill  the 
power  of  the  chief  rulers,  and  the  enemies  of 
Jefus,  to  have  denied  either  his  miracles,  or 
thofe  of  the  apoflles,  and  efpecially  if  the^^ 
could  have  refuted  their  account  of  his  refur* 
reftion.    That  they  would  have  done  every 
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thing  that  was  in  their  power  to  difprove  all 
thefe,  wc  cannot  doubt,  when  we  confidcr 
how  inveterate  they  had  juft  before  fhewn 
themfelves  againft  Jefus;  carrying  thdr  rage 
fo  far  as  to  caufe  him  to  be  put  to  death, 
though  they  could  prove  nothing  criminal 
againft  him*  In  thefe  circumftanccs,  the  mi* 
racks  of  Chrift  and  of  the  apoftles  being  un* 
queftioned,  and  the  teftimony  of  fuch  a  man- 
ber  of  perfons,  the  moft  competent  wit* 
neffcs  of  the  refurrcdlion  of  Jefus,  bein^  una- 
nimous, and  uncontradidled,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  new  converts  were  continually  made  i  and 
that  the  heads  of  the  nation  were  for  a  time 
over-awed,  and  made  no  oppofition,  though 
they  were  ftung  with  mortification » and  filled 
with  rage.  At  the  fame  time  it  muft  be  ob-^ 
ferved,  that  the  ftrong  prejudice  in  favour  of 
the  Meffiah  being  a  temporal  prince,  aflfe<5t- 
ing  the  common  people  as  well  as  their  ru- 
lers, nothing  but  the  moft  irrefiftible  evidence 
could  hzvt  made  them  abandon  fo  favourite 
an  idea,  and  openly  profefs  their  faith  in  the 
mefliahftiip  of  a  man  who  had  been  crucified, 
and  whom  they  could  not  expert  to  lee  any 
more  in  this  world* 

Some 
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Some  time  after,  as  Peter  and  John  were 
goingintothetemple,  at  the  time  of  evening 
prayer  (or  our  three  in  the  afternoon  j  a  man 
known  to  have  been  a  cripple  from  his  birth, 
and  who  fat  day  after  day  at  the  gate  of  the 
temple  to  afk  alms,  begged  their  charity,  as 
well  as  that  of  others  who  were  entering  into 
the  temple.  On  this,  Peter,  looking  earneftly 
on  him,  and  feeling,  no  doubt,  a  divine  im* 
pulfe  on  his  mind,  faid  **  Silver  and  gold  I 
"  have  none,  but  fuch  as  I  have  give  I  thee. 
'*  In  the  name  of  Jcfus  Chrifl:  of  Nazareth 
*'  rife  up  and  walk;*'  immediately  on  which 
the  poor  man  finding  that  he  had  theper- 
fed  u£c  of  his  limbs,  leaped  up,  and  flood 
upright ;  going  with  them  into  the  temple, 
fhcwing  the  greateft  agility,  and  praifing  God* 

This  being  done  in  the  prefence  of  a  great 
muhitude,  who  well  knew  the  condition  he 
had  been  in  {for  he  was  forty  years  old,  and 
hisdifeafe  fuch  as  was  evidently  incurable  by 
any  natural  means)  and  were  therefore  fatif* 
fied  that  a  real  miracle  had  been  wrought, 
Peter  improved  the  occafion  to  addrefs  them 
to  the  fame  purport  as  before,  informing 
them  that  it  was  by  no  power  of  h's  own  that 
themaa  who  then  flood  before  them  had  been 
D  %  healed, 
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healed,  but  by  that  power  of  God,  by  which 
he  confirmed  the  divine  miflion  of  Jefus, 
whom  they  had  killed,  but  whom  God  had 
raifed  to  life  j  of  which  Peter  again  aifured 
them  that  he  and  his  brethren  were  witnefles  ; 
ai)d  that,  this  Jefus  being  now  afcended  into 
heaven,  would  continue  there  till  the  time 
of  the  reftitution  of  all  things.  Many  of  the 
perfons  prefent  were  greatly  imprefled  by 
his  difcourfe,  and  made  public  profeffion  of 
the  chriftian  faith,  fo  that  then  the  number  of 
the  difciples,  exclufive  of  the  women  among 
them,  was  about  five  thoufand.  Adts  iii.  4. 

Thegovernor  of  the  temple,  and  the  Sad- 
duceis,  feeing  the  crowds  in  the  place,  and  be- 
ing exceedingly  mortified  at'thefe  eflPedts  of 
the  preaching  of  the  apoftles,  could  not  re- 
llrain  themfelves  any  longer,  and  appre- 
hended them.  It  being  then  evening,  they 
were  brought  the  next  morning  before  the 
high-prieft  and  the  council,  who  alked  them 
by  what  power,  and  by  what  name,  they  had 
cured  this  man.  On  this  Peter  boldly  ad- 
dreffed  the  court,  and  told  them  that  it  was 
by  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift  of  Nazareth, 
whom  they  had  crucified,  but  whom  God  had 
raifed  from  the  dead,  that  the  cure  had  been 

effeded; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Sfic.  Il;       C  HRISTIAN  CHURCH. .         37 

effeftcd;  intimating  that  it  was  the  power  of 
God  giving  teftimony  to  his  divine  miffion 
and  theirs. 

The  court  feeing  the  boldnefs  of  Peter  and. 
John,  whom  they  knew  to  be  unlearned  men, 
and  not  ufed  to  fpeak  in  public,  and  the  mi- 
racle being  unqueftionable  (the  man  upon, 
whom  it  had  been  wrought  being  prefent) 
were  a  little  difconcerted,  and  ordered  the 
apoftles  to  withdraw,  while  they  conferred 
upon  the  fubjed:.  Not  being  able  to  deny 
the  fad ,  they  agreed  upon  nothing  but  to 
charge  them  not  to  preach  any  more  in  the 
name  of  Jefus.  But  Peter  and  John  having 
received  this  injundtion,  openly  refufed  to 
pay  any  regard  to  it,  and  appealed  to  them- 
felves,  whether  they  ought  not  to  obey  God, 
by  whofe  authority  they  preached,  rather 
than  man.  Unable  to  make  any  reply  to 
this,  the  judges  only  repeated  their  threats, 
without  venturing  to  infli(5t  any  punifhment 
upon  them  j  being  reftrained  by  their  fear  of 
the  people,  who  glorified  God  for  "what  was 
done.  Adts  iv,  ai. 

Being  thus  difmiffed,  the  apoftles  went  to 
their  brethren,  and  gave  them  an  account  of 
all  that  had  paffcd,  on  which  they  joined  in 
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folemn  prayer  and  thankfgivmg  to  God  >  when 
to  encourage  them  the  more,  the  room  ia 
which  they  were  affembled  was  fhaken again, 
as  it  had  been  on  the  day  of  pentecoft,  and 
they  were  all  filled  with  the  holy  fpirit  as  at 
thefirft;fo  that  they  preached  the  gofpel,  or 
the  dodlrine  of  the  refurredtion  arid  meffiah- 
fliip  of  Jefus,  with  all  boldnefs,  notwithftatid^ 
ing  the  threats  of  the  rulers,  who  at  that 
timedurft  not  put  them  in  execution. 

The  infant  church,  enjoying  this  pdace, 
went  on  increafing  in  numbers  and  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  every  virtue,  with  an  ardour  peculiar 
to  that  new  ftate  of  things,  in  which  all  who 
openly  embraced  chriftianity,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  did  it  from  principle,  and  with  a 
determination  to  poftpone  every  other  confi- 
deration  to  that  of  their  new  profelfion.  Con- 
iidering  themfelves  as  heirs  of  future  glory 
,  and  immortality,  they  devoted  all  their  time, 
talents,  and  fortune  to  the  public  caufe.  One 
inftance  in  particular  is  mentioned,  that  of 
Barnabas,  a  Levite,  and  a  native  of  Cyprus; 
who  having  an  eftate  in  that  ifland,  fold  it, 
$nd  gave  the  value  of  it  to  the  apoftles,  to  go 
to  the  common  ftock,  A6|s  iv.  36. 

Notwith- 
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Notwithftandingthe  genuine  ^eal,  upright- 
ncfs,  and  integrity,  of  the  great  body  of  chrif- 
tians  in  this  early  period,  we  have  in  it  an  ex- 
ample of  one  man  and  his  wife,  viz.  Ananias  , 
and  Sapphira,  who  either  with  a  view  to  ac- 
quire the  reputation  of  difintereftednefs,  or 
on  the  pretence  of  giving  up  their  all,  to  avail 
themfelves  of  the  common  fund,  fold  an 
eikte,  and  bringing  to  the  apoftles  part  of  the 
price,  told  them  that  it  was  the  whole.  As 
it  was  of  great  confequencc  that  the  chriftian 
church  Ihould  not  at  this  time  harbour  any 
perfons  of  fuch  a  chara^er,  it  pleafed  the  di^ 
vine  Being  to  make  a  fignal  e;K:ample  of  thefe 
perfons,  who  had  agreed  in"  the  intended 
fraud.    . 

Ananias  was  firft  publicly  called  upon  by 
Peter,  to  fay  whether  the  fum  which  he  had 
brought  in  was  the  whole  price  of  his  eftate  j 
and  upon  his  faying  that  it  was,  Peter 
(prompted  no  doubt  by  the  fpirit  of  God) 
charged  him  with  hypocrify,  and  attempting 
to  deceive  not  only  man,  but  God.  He  then 
expoftulated  with  him  on  th^  ufelcffnefs  of 
the  lie  he  had  told,  as  he  had  been  under  no 
neceflity  either  to  fell  his  eftate,  or  to  give 
any  part  of  it  after  it  was  fold.    Immediately 
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upon  this,  Ananias  fell  down  dead  before  the 
company.  A  little  time  after  this,  his  wife 
coming  in  before  {he  had  been  informed  of  any 
thing  that  had  pafled  refpefting  her  hufband, 
was  alked  the  fame  queftion  that  had  been 
put  to  him,  and  giving  the  fame  anfwer,  flic 
alfo  fell  down  dead.  A  miracle  of  this  aw^ 
fill  kind  could  not  fail  to  make  a  deep  im- 
preffion  upon  all.  It  would  tend  to  convince 
all  people  that  the  prof<?ffion  of  chriftianity 
was  a  ferious  thing,  and  thofe  who  had  any 
iinifter  views  would  be  deterred  from  join- 
ing the  body  of  chriftians .  A6ts  v. 

At  this  time  the  miniftry  of  the  apoftles  was 
honoured  in  as  diftinguiihing  a  manner  as 
that, of  Chrift  had  been,  many  miracles  be- 
ing wrought  by  the  apoftles,  •  and  efpe- 
cially  by  Peter,  who  always  took  the  lead 
among  them.  Such  was  the  fame  of  his  mi- 
racles, that  perfons  brought  their  Jick  into  the 
flreets^  and  laid  th^m  on  beds  and  couches^  that 
at  leaji  the  Jh(idow  of  Peter  might  reach  fome  of 
them.  Great  numbers  alfo  came  f^om  towns 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Jerufalem,  bringing 
their  lick,  and  among  them  dajmoniacs;  and 
none  of  them  returned  without  a  perfe<^ 
cure, 
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This  could  not  be  done  without  exciting 
the  rage  of  the  rulers  of  the  nation,  whofe 
prejudices  were  fuch  as  nothing  could  con- 
ciliate. They  therefore  caufed  the  apoftles 
to  be  apprehended,  and  put  into  the  common 
prifon.  But  this  was  the  occafion  of  a  new 
miracle,  and  of  a  moft  extraordinary  kind. 
For  an  angel  opened  the  prifon  doors,  and 
leading  themr  out,  bade  them  go,  and  preach 
openly  in  the  temple,  the  place  of  greateft 
concourfe,  as  they  had  done  before.  This 
accordingly  they  did  not  fail  to  do;  and  to 
the  great  furprize  of  their  judges,  when  they 
were  affembled  the  next  morning,  and  had 
given  orders  for  their  prifoners  to  be  brought 
before  them,  they  were  told  that  the  very  per- 
fons  whom  they  had  confined  the  day  before, 
were  at  that  very  time  teaching  openly  in  the 
temple. 

After  this  the  judges  could  not  think  of  at- 
tempting to  take  them  any  more  by  force. 
Indeed,  the  apoftles  were  then  fo  popular^ 
that  the  officers  would  have  been  ftoned  if 
they  had  laid  violent  hands  upon  them.  They 
therefore  brought  them  without  violence  into 
the  court,  where  being  charged  with  adling 
contrary  to  the  orders  that  had  been  given 
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them  (viz.  not  to  preach  any  more  in  the  name 
ofj^fus)  Peter  replied,  that  he  had  obeyed 
God  in  what  he  had  done,  and  again  afferted 
the  dignity  of  Jefus,  whom  they  had  cruci- 
fied, as  rifen  from  the  dead,  and  advanced  to 
the  right  hand  of  God.  He  added,  that  not 
only  were  he  and  his  brethren  witneffes  of  the 
refurrcdion,  hut  the  fpirit  of  God  himfelf, 
in  the  miraculous  powers  which  were  im- 
parted to  all  the  believers. 

Being  provoked  to  the  higheft  degree  by 
this  bold  anfwer,  the  judges  were  thinking  to 
put  the  apoftles  to  death,  as  they  had  done 
Jefus ;  but  Gamaliel,  one  of  their  body,  and 
a  celebrated  teacher  of  the  law,  advifed  them 
(after  the  apoftles  were  withdrawn)  not  to  in- 
terfere in  the  bufinefs,  faying,  that  if  the  thing 
was  of  God,  it  would  be  in  vain  for  them  fo 
oppofe  it,  and  if  it  was  not,  it  would  foon  come 
to  nothing.  It  feems,  however,  that  the 
judges  thought  it  neceflary  not  to  difmifs 
them  without  doing  fomething  to  enforce 
their  authority.  They  therefore  ordered  them 
to  be  beaten,  which  was  always  done  in  open 
court.  In  this  the  apoftles  even  rejoiced,  and 
leaving  the  tribunal,  they  preached  the  gof- 
pel  with  as  much  zeal  as  ever,  both  publicly 
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in  the  teniple,  and  alfo  in  private  houfes; 
Ads  V* 

The  Jewifh  rulers,    being  probably  con^ 

founded  at  this  unexpedtcd  boldnefs  of  the 

apoftks,  and  their  own  inefFedual  attempts 

to  reftrain  them,  feem  to  have  followed  the 

advice  of  Gamaliel  for  fome  time,  and  to 

have  fufFered  them  to  preach  without  molef- 

tationj  and  this  was  attended  with  a  great 

increafe  of  the  difciples,  not  only  in  Jerufa- 

lem  and  Judea,  but  among  Jews  in  diftant 

countries.    For  we  find  the  widows  of  Gre* 

cians,  as  well  as  of  Hebrews  (Adrs  vi.  i.) 

applying  for  relief  out  of  the  common  fund,- 

and  the  former  complaining  that  they  wcrd 

ncgledtfed  out  of  refpeiSl  to  the  latter.    On 

this  the  apoftles,  who,  like  Mofes  in  a  fimilar 

fituation,  had  given  their  attention  to  every 

thing  that  concerned  chriftianity,  and  had 

even  fuperintended  this  diftribution,  relieved 

themfelves  of  that  burden,  by  requefting  that 

the  fociety  would  chufe  fevcn  men  of  repu-? 

tation  among  them,  to   attend  to  this  and 

other  fccular   affairs,   while    they   confined 

themfelves  to  the  bufinefs  of  preaching  and 

inftruftion.    This  propofal  being  approved 

pf,  the  following  fcytn  perfons  were  chofen, 

vi?. 
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viz.  Stephen,  Philip,  Prochorus»  Nicanor, 
Timon,  Parmenas,  and  Nicolas,  a  profelytc 
of  Antioch.  Thefe  were  fet  apart  for  their 
office  by  prayer,  and  the  apoftles  folemnly 
laying  their  hands  upon  them;  an  adtioa 
which  always  feems  to  have  accompanied 
praying  for  particular  perfons. 

In  this  ftate  of  things  the  number  of  the 
difciplcs  continued  to  increafe  greatly  (A As 
yi.  7.)  and  the  converts  were  not  all  of  them 
of  the  meaner  kind  of  people,  but  a  great 
number  of  pricfts  joined  their  fociety.    In 
this  ftate  it  is  probable  that  things  continued 
fome  time,  perhaps  from  A.  D.  29,  in  which 
Chrift  died,  to  A.D*  33,  when  chriftianity 
muft  have  gotten  a  pretty  firm  eftablifliment ; 
fo  that  its  enemies^  the  Jewifh  rulers,  muft 
have  perceived  that  their  forbearance  had  not 
been  at  all  favourable  to  them.    They  had, 
therefore,  recourfe   once   more  to  feverity, 
taking  occafion  from  the  great  zeal  of  Ste- 
phen, one  of  the  feven  deacons;  who  not 
confining  his  attention  to  fecular  matters,  but 
having  exerted   himfelf  alfo   in  preaching 
(which  was  accompanied  with  many  mira- 
cles) drew  upon  himfelf  the  particular  indig- 
nation of  the  oppofit?  party ;  who  might  alfo 
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think  that  they  ihould  fucceed  better  in  the 
profecution  of  him,  who  was  an  inferior  per- 
fon,  than  they  had  done  in  that  of  theapoftles. 

This  frefh  perfecution  could  not  have  been 
carried  on  without  the  connivance  of  Pilate, 
the  Roman  governor ;  but-  as  he  had  before 
abandoned  Jefus  to  them,  and  his  condudt  in 
other  refpeiSts  had  rendered  him  very  unpo- 
pular, it  is  probable  that,  in  hope  of  gaining 
them  in  fome  meafure,  and  preventing  their 
complaints  of  his  maKadminiftration,  he  was 
willing  to  facrifice  to  them  the  followers  of 
Jefus,  as  he  had  done  Jefus  himfelf.  Befides^ 
he  muft  by  this  time  have  feen  that  the  chrif*- 
tians  were  a  paffive  inoffenfive  fct  of  men, 
who  were  not  likely  to  ad  openly  againrt: 
him,  cither  by  their  complaints  at  Rome,  or 
their  oppofition  in  the  prpvince. 

The  zealous  Jews,  having  nothing  to  ap- 
prehend from  the  interference  of  the  gover- 
nor, now  gave  full  fcope  to  their  rage  in  the 
perfecution  of  the  chriftians ;  and  Stephen 
happening  to  be  engaged  in  a  difpute  with 
fome  zealous  Jews  (among  whom  were  fome 
from  Cilicia,  and  among  them,  probably, 
Saul  of  Tarfus)  and  overpowering  them  with 
his  arguments,  they,  knowing  no  other  me- 
thod 
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tfaod  of  filendflg  him,  and  fcnfible  that  the 
Sanhedrim  was  in  their  favoun  accufed  him 
before  that  court  of  the  crime  of  blajpbnny 
^gainfl  Mofes  mdagainfl  God^  fuborning  cer- 
tain perfons,  who  declared  that  they  had 
heard  him  fay  that  Jcfus  of  Nazareth  would 
deftroy  the  city  of  Jeruialcm,  and  change  the 
laws'of  Mofcs. 

Inftead  of  replying  to  this  particular  accu- 
fation,  which  was  deftitutc  of  all  proof,  Ste^- 
phen,  with  perfcd  prefence  of  mind«  and 
with  a  countenancer  fo  full  of  courage  and 
2seal,  that  it  was  compared  to  that  of  an  an^ 
gcl»  in  a  fpeech  of  confiderable  length,  recited 
the  hiftory  of  the  Hebrew  nation  from  the 
beginning;  (hewing  his  judges  how  apt  they 
had  always  been  to  reject  and  ill-treat  the 
meffengers  whom  God  had  from  time  to  iivat 
/ent  to  them^  and  boldly  telling  them,  they 
M^ere  now  treading  in  the  fteps  of  their  an* 
ceftors,  by  rejecSiog  Jcfiis  Chrift,  in  the  mur- 
der of  whom  they  had  refifted  God  himfclf, 
whofpakcby  him. 

On  hearing  thefe  keen  but  juft  reproaches, 

the  members  of  the  court,  uoaWc  to  contain 

themfekes  any  longer,   paffed  icntence  af 

deaxh  upon  him,  ajs  a  blafphemcr.    But  he^ 
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unmoved  by  this  determination,  and  dircifting 
hit  eyes  upwards,  was  favoured  with  a  view 
flf  thie  glory  of  God,  and  of  Jcfus  Ghrifr  fit- 
ting at  his  right  hand.     On  his  declaring 
this,  they  flopped  their  cars,  as  at  the  hearing 
of  blafphcmy,  and  with  the  moft  indecent 
hafte  and  violence  hurried  him  to  a  place  out 
of  the  city,  where  he  was  ftoned  to  death  ; 
while  he,  with  perfcd:  compofure  (according 
to  the  cuftom  of  dying  perfons  addreffing 
their  neareft  friends)  faid  aloud  (the  vifidn  he 
had  had  imprefling  his  mind  and  occupying 
all  his  thoughts)  **  Lord  Jefus,  receive  my 
fpirit,'*  or  laft  breath,  adding  in  the  temper  of 
his  dying  matter,  **  Lord^  lay  not  this  fin  to 
th^ir  charge/'  after  which,  with  as  much 
apparent  fatisfadion  and  tranquility  as  if  he 
was  falling  afleep,  he  expired*    Hi$  friends 
were  permitted  to  carry  him  away,  and  bury 
him  with  the  ufual  ceremonies  of  lamen^a* 
tion,  which  was  very  great.    The  chief  adex 
in  this  tragedy  was  Saul,  of  Tarfus  in  Cilicia, 
and  at  his  feet  the  perfons  who  threw  the 
fiones  laid  their  cloaths,  which  they  put  off 
that  they  might  not  be  incumbered  in  throw- 
ing them^   Adsvii* 
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The  enemies  of  chriftianity  havinj;  fac^ 
ceeded  in  accomplifhing  the  death  of  Ste«. 
phen,  were  encouraged  to  perfevere  in  the 
perfecution  of  the  difciples ;  and  Saul,  who 
was  diftinguilhed  by  his  zeal  for  the  laws 
of  Mofes  againil  thofe  whom  he  thought 
to  infringe  upon  them,  was  the  moft  aiStivc 
inftrument  of  their  violence,  entering  into 
private  houfes,  and  apprehending  perfons  of 
all  conditions ;  and  without  regard  to  the  dif* 
tinftion  of  fex,  committed  them  promill 
cuoufly  to  prifon.    In  confequence  of  this 
perfecution,  many  chriftians  were  difperfed 
into  diftant  places,  and  by  this  means  the 
knowledge  of  the  gofpel  was  extended  far- 
ther than  it  would  othcrwife  have  been  in  the 
fame  time.     But  notwithftanding  this  dan- 
ger, all  the  apoftles  chofe  to  remain  at  Jeru- 
falem;  and  their  enemies  perhaps  thought 
that,  as  they  had  been  delivered  in  a  miracu- 
lous manner  before,  it  would  be  in  vain  tqt 
attempt  doing  any  thing  againft  iJbem. 

Among  other  perfons  who  were  driveii 
from  Jerufalem  by  this  perfecution,  Philip 
(whofe  name  appears  next  to  that  of  Stephen 
in  the  lift  of  the  feven  deacons,  or  ftewards) 
went  and  preached  in  Samaria,  where  the  Jews 
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had  no  power  ;  and  as  his  preaching  was  ac- 
companied with  the  working  of  miracles, 
efpebially  in  the  cure  of  perfons  affliftedwith  . 
the  palfy,  fome  who  were  incurably  lame,  arid 
fome  demoniacs,  he  made  many  converts,  and 
there  was  a  general  joy  in  their  chief  city. 
Here  he  riiet  with  a  nian  whofe  name  is  often 
mentioned  by  the  early  chriftian  writers i  viz; 
Simon,  to  which  is  comihonly  added  the  epi- 
thet oi  Magus y  on  account  of  the  magical  arts 
to  which  he  pretended.  He  was  in  reality  a 
philofopher  of  what  is  ufually  called  the  (?r/- 
tntalfehy  the  leading  principle  of  which  was^ 
that  froni  the  fupreme  riiind  there  fprung,  by- 
way of  eminationi  various  intelligences,  and 
from  thcfe  otheri  of  the  fame  nature,  but  lefs 
pcrfedl.  The  moft  exalted  of  thefe  derived 
beings  were  fuppofed  capable  of  the  higheft 
offices,  even  that  of  making  wojlds.  It  was 
alfo  thought  that  they  occafionally  defcendcd 
from  the  empyreal  regions,  which  the^tifu^ 
ally  occupied,  and  for  great  and  good  pur- 
pofes  animated  the  bodies  of  men,  and  other 
creatures,  in  the  fahie  manner  as  daemons 
were  fuppofed  to  take  poffeffion  of  men  foif 
bad  purpofes.  The  people  of  Samaria  en- 
tertained a  notioh  (encouraged,  no  doubt,  by 
Simon  himfelf )  that  he  was  one  of  thofe  fu* 
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perior  intelligences ;  for,  it  is  faid,  thttthef 
thought  him  to  be  tht  griat  power  of  God,  and 
he  kept  up  this  high  opiftion  of  himfelf  by 
various  tricks  and  impofitions^  probably  fuch 
as  the  Egyptian  priefts  and  magidans  were 
famous  for*  Simon,  however,  feeing  the 
miracles  of  Philip  to  be  greatly  fuperiorto 
any  thing  that  he  could  pretend  to,  became  a 
convert  to  his  dod:rine,  and  was  baptised. 

The  chriftians  at  Jerufalem  hearing  of  the 
many  converts  made  at  Samaria  by  the  preach* 
ing  of  Philip,  fent  to  them  the  apoftles  Peter 
and  John,  that  by  their  prayers,  and  the  lay- 
ing on  of  their  hands,  thofc  who  had  been 
baptized  might  receive  the  holy  fpirit,  or  be 
endued  with  the  gift  of  fpeakingin  languages 
which  they  had  not  learned ;  the  conferring 
of  this  power  being  a  privilege  which  it 
pleafed  divine  providence  to  rcferve  for  the 
apoftles.  Accordingly,  by  means  of  thefc 
apoftles,  the  Samaritan  converts  did  receive 
the  holy  fpirit  j  and  this  appearing  to  Simon, 
as  it  naturally  would,  a  thing  of  a  more  won- 
derful nature  than  any  thing  that  he  had  fecn 
before,  obferving  alfo  that  it  was  peculiar  to 
the  apoftles  to  impart  this  power,  and  think- 
ing that  they  could  bcftow  it  upon  others,  he 
offered  them  a  fum  of  money  to  Ihare  it  with 
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thenu  To  this  propofal  Peter,  with  great 
indignation,  replied^  "  Thy  money  perifli 
**  with  thee,  becanfe  thou  haft  thought  that 
"  the  gift  of  God  might  be  purchafed  with 
^*  money.**  He  moreover  added,  that  he 
knew  nothmg  of  the  profeiHan  that  he  had 
taken  upon  himfdf,  and  exhorted  him  to  re-^ 
pent  of  his  bad  difpofition  and  unworthy  pur-^ 
pofc.  On  this  Simon  feemed  to  be  afPefted 
with  a  juft  remorfe,  and  intreated  the  apoftle 
to  piuy  for  him,  that  the  doom  which  he  had 
announced  might  not  be  inflifted  upon  him. 
It  is  probable,  however,  that  this  Simort 
afterwards  deferred  the  profeffion  of  chriftia- 
nity,  and  endeavoured  to  draw  followers  td 
himfelf,  as  before*  For,  according  to  the 
chriftian  tradition^  he  every  where  oppofed 
the  fpread  of  the  gofpeli  and  even  held  pub* 
lie  difputations  with  Peter  on  the  fubjedt^ 
But  feveral  of  his  difciples  held  the  principles 
of  his  philofophy  together  with  the  profeffion 
of  chriftianity,  and  were  diftinguifhed  by  the 
appellation  of  Gnqfiics,  from  the  boafts  which 
they  made  of  their  fuperior  knowledge*  From 
thefe  perfons  the  apoftles,  as  we  ftiall  fee,  met 
with  great  oppofition;  and  many  of  them 
formed  focieties  of  their  own,  in  corifequence 
of  which  they  had  the  appellation  oi  heretics^ 
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ox  feparatiftf*  Being  again  divided  and  fub-» 
divided  among  fhemfelvcs,  they  fornned  a 
great  variety  of  feds,  of  Which  an  account 
will  be  given  in  its  proper  place. 

After  this,  Peter  and  John,  having. preached 
in  fevcral  villages  of  the  Samaritans,  returned 
to.  Jerufalem  ;  but,  Philip,  who  remained 
there,  had  a  divine  impulfe  to  go  to  the  fouth, 
into  thedefert  through  which  lay  the  road  from 
Jerufalem  to  Gaza.  There  he  met  with  an 
eunuch,  an  officer  of  great  authority  under 
Candace,  queen  of  iEthiopia,  who  being  a 
Jew,  pr  a  profelyte,  had  been  attending  one 
of  the  public  feftivals  at  Jerufalem,  and  was 
then  fitting  in  his  chariot,  and  reading  in  the 
prophecy  of  Ifaiah.  Philip  being  ordered 
by  the  fpirit  of  God  to  place  himfelf  in  the 
way  of  the  chariot,  heard  him  reading,  and 
took  the  liberty  to  alk.  him  if  he  underftood 
what  he  had  read ;  and  the  eunuch,  frankly 
acknowledging  his  want  of  an  interpreter, 
defired  Philip  to  go  up  into  the  chariot,  and 
lit  with  him;  which  he  readily  did.  The 
paffage  he  had  been  reading  was  in  the  ^'i^ 
chapter  of  llaiah,  where  the  prophet  defcribes 
a  perfon  who  was  led  as  a  Jheep  to  thejlaugh- 
ter^  and  who,like^  lamb  dumb  before  hisjhear^ 
ers^  opened  not  his  mouth.  This  charadler  Phi- 
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lip  applied  to  Jefus,  and  from  this,  he  took 
occafion  to  explain  to  him  the  dodlrine  of  the 
divine  miffion,  the  death,  and  refurre(5tion  of 
Chrift;  adding,  no  doubt,  that  perfons  were 
initiated  into  his  religion  by  baptifm*  . 

Afterwards^  coming  to  ^  place  where  there 
was  water,  the  eunuch  expreffed  a  defire  of 
being  baptized,  to  which  Philip  replied,  th^t 
there  could  be  no  objeftion  to  it,  if  he  was  a 
believer  in  what  he  had  informed  him  of.  On 
this  the  eunuch  declared  his  belief  that  Jefus 
was  the  fon  of  God,  or  the  Meffiah,  which 
expreffed  all  that  was  effential  to  a  chriftian, 
and  therefore,  both  of  them  alighting  from 
the  chariot,  Philip  baptized  him.  The  eu- 
nuch was  farther  confirmed  in  his  faith  by  a 
miracle  of  an  extraordinary  nature.  For  after 
his  baptifm  Philip  was  taken  from  him  by  the 
fpirit,  or  power  of  God,  fo  that  he  difappeared 
from  his  fight ;  on  which  he  purfued  his 
journey  with  peculiar  joy  and  fatisfadion  of 
mind.  Philip  found  himfelf  at  Azotus,  and 
preaching  the  gofpel  at  that  place,  and  all 
along  the  fea-coaft,  he  came  at  length  to  Gae- 
farea.    Adts  viii. 


E  3  SEC- 


Digitrzed  by 


Google 


54  THE  HISTORY  OF  TH«       PkR.L 


SECTION     III, 

From  the  Converjion  of  Paul  to  the  preaching 
of  the  Gofpei  tQ  the  Gentiles^ 

•pROM  the  death  of  Stephen  (probably 
^  A»  D.  ^^)  to  the  accefficn  of  Caligula  to 
the  Roman  empire,  A*  D-  37,  the  rulers  of 
the  Jews  carried  on  an  a^ive  and  unrelenting 
perfecution  of  the  <:hriftians,  in  which  to  A.  D. 
35,  Saul  was  their  chief  instrument ;  but  then 
a  flop  was  put  to  his  furious  career  by  a  moft 
extraordinary  interpofition  of  divine  provi^ 
dence.  Of  his  own  accord,  Saul  had  applied 
to  the  high  prieft  for  orders  to  go  to  l?a- 
inafcus  in  fearch  of  chriilians,  that  he  might 
bring  them  from  that  city  bound  to  Jerufa^ 
Jem,  For  the  feverity  of  this  perfecution 
had  driven  chriflian  preachers  (and  at  that 
time  every  chriftia^  might  be  faid  to  be  » 
preacher)  to  this  city,  and  others  'ftill  more 
diftant  from  Judeai  where^  their  acal  not 
abating,  but  being  rather  increafed,  they  en«» 
deavoured  to  make  as  many  profelytes  as  they 
pould ;  and  the  report  of  tbofe  m  pamafcus 
brought  Saul  thither^ 
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As  Saul  drew  near  the  city,  his  rage,  no 
doubts  incrcafing  with  the  near  profpedt  of 
his  prey,  he  found  himfelf  furrounded  by  an 
extrordinary  light  from  heaven,  and  falling 
to  the  ground,  he  heard  a  voice  pronouncing 
thcfc  words,  Saul^  SauU  why  perfecutefl  thou 
me;  to  which,  when  he  replied,  fTha  art  thou^ 
ImS,  (which  Ihcws  that  he  was  not  diverted 
ofall  prefence  of  mind)  he  received  for  an- 
fwer,  /  am  Refits  whom  thou  perjecuteji.    It  is 
hard  far  thee  to  kick  againfi  the  goad;  repre- 
fenting,  by  this  familiar  proverb,  the  impoffi- 
biiity  of  fucceeding  in  his  enterprize  to  ex- 
tirpate chriftianity*   Aftoniflied  at  this  reply, 
and  finding  the  fatal  miftake  he  had  been 
under,  he  faid,  Lord^  what  wilt  thou  have  me 
to  do;  to  which  he  had  this  anfwcr,  Arife^  go 
into  the  city^  nnd  itjhallbe  told  thee  what  thon 
Jhak  do.  With  this  the  vifion  ended.     The 
companions  of  Saul  had  all  this  time  been  pre- 
fcnt,  and  were,  no  doubt,  greatly  amazed, 
hearing  the  found  of  a  voice,  though  (per* 
baps  not  being  near  enough)  not  diflinguifh- 
ing  the  words  that  were  pronounced,  and 
feeing  no  perfon  from  whom  they  could  pro- 
ceed.    Saul,  being  rifen  from  the  ground, 
and  finding  himfelf  unable  to  vfee,  was  con- 
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ducted  into  the  city,  where  he  pafled  three 
days  and  nights  without  eating  or  drinkingi 
4S  well  as  without  fight. 

In  this  interval  of  darknefs  and  fafting,  his 
mind  would  be  fufficiently  tranquilizcd,  and 
his  devotion  (of  the  principle,  of  which  he 
was  never  diverted )  would  be  peculiarly  ar- 
dent ;  and  being  then  well  affured  of  the  re- 
furredion  of  Jefus,  by  whom  he  had  been 
accofted,  and  confequently  of  the  truth  of 
chriftianity,  he  prayed  for  farther  inftrudtion, 
(agreeably  to  the  promife  that  had  been  made 
him)  and  no  doubt  alfo  for  the  reftoration  of 
|iis  fight.  At  this  time  Jefus  alfo  appeared 
to  a  difciple  in  Damafcus,  of  the  name  of 
Ananias,  and  diredting  him  to  the  place  where 
Paul  was,  informed  him  that  he  alfo  had  been 
favoured  with  a  vifion,  in  which  he  was  told 
that  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Ananias  would 
yifit  him,  and  refi;ore  him  to  his  fight »  On 
this  Ananias,  without  refufing  to  obey,  ex- 
preffed  hi§  furprize  at  the^commiflion,  con- 
fidering  how  great  a  perfecutor  pf  the  chrif- 
tians  Saul  had  been,  and  with  what  views  he 
was  then  come  to  Damafcus.  But  Jefus  re^ 
plied,  He  is. a  cbofen  vejfel  unto  me^  to  bear  my 
^mif  before  the  Gentiles^  'and  kings ^  as  well  of 
-:  .     •  ij^c 
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rhe  children  of  Ifrael ;  adding  that  he  (hould 
farther  appear  to  him,  and  apprize  him  of 
all  that  he  Ihould  fufFer  in  his  caufe* 

On  this,  without  farther  hefitation,  Ananias 
went  to  the  houfe  where  Saul  was,  and  accoft- 
ing  him  with  the  appellation  of  brother,  put 
his  hands  upon  him,  and  faid,  the  Lord,  even 
^ejhsjwho  appeared  to  thee  in  the  way,  hasfent 
me  that  thou  mightejl  receive  thy  Jight,  and  be 
filled  with  the  holy  Spirit.  With  this  fome- 
thinglike  fcales  fell  from  his  eyes,  by  which 
he  recovered  his  fight.  He  was  then  bap- 
tifed,  and  continued  fome  time  with  his  fel- 
low chriftians  at  Damafcus ;  his  former  com- 
panions having  probably  foon  left  him,  con- 
founded at  what  they  had  feen,  and  probably 
without  underftanding  much  of  the  matter. 

The  fame  zeal  which  had  prompted  Saul  to 
perfecute  the  chriftians  now  led  him  to  be  as 
warni  an  advocate  for  their  caufe.  Accord- 
ingly, he  foon  began  to  preach  in  the  fyna- 
gogues  of  Damafcus,  maintaining  tliat  Jefus 
was  the  Meffiah;  at  which  all  who  heard 
him  were  aftoniflied,  knowing  his  preceding 
character  and  conducfl.  But  he  perfifted  in 
his  preaching,  and  by  his  arguments  he  con- 
founded the  bigoted  Jews  of  that  place,  who 
WQuld  not  fail  to  be  highly  pjrovoked  at  the 
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defcftion  of  their  former  champion.  They 
were  fo  much  enraged » that  they  formed  a  de« 
iign  to  take  away  his  life,  and  lay  in  wait  at  tlae 
gates  of  the  city  day  and  night  for  that  purpofe. 
But  his  friends,  being  apprifed  of  it,  confcriYtd 
to  kt  him  down  from  the  wall  of  the  city  in  a 
baflcet,  fo  that  he  efcaped  their  purfuit. 

Saul  having  thus  efcaped  from  the  hands  of 
his  enemies,  preached  in  the  neighbouring 
country  of  Arabia  a  great  part  of  three  years, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Dama£cu$,  and 
then  went  to  Jcrufalem.    There  the  difdples 
were,  very  naturally,  afraid  of  him,  doubting 
the  rtality  of  his  conYerfico;  till  Barnabas, 
who  (being  of  Cyprus,  an  ifland  not  far  from 
Tarfus  the  native  place  of  Saul)  had  probably 
fome  previous  knowledge  of  him,  'and  had 
by  himfelf  been  acquainted  with  the  more  re- 
cent events  of  his  life,  had  anfwcred  for  the 
truth  of  his  extraordinary  narrative.    By  hitn 
he  was  introduced  to  the  apoftfcs  Peter  and 
James,  and  with  them  he  continued  fifteen 
days-    At  Jcrufalem  Saul  preached  with  the 
fame  affiduity  ^nd  boldnefs  as  he  had  done^t 
Damafcus,  difputing  particularly  with  thofc 
who,  like  hrmfclf,  came  from  thofe  countries 
in  which  the  Greek  language  was  fpoken. 
Put  they  being  greatly  exafperated  againft 
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him,  as  the  Jews  of  Damafcus  had  been,  en- 
deavoured ;^lfo  to  take  his  life  j  aivl  here  like^ 
wife  his  friends,  being  apprised  of  their  inten-* 
tion,  interpofed  and  conduced  him  to  Ca^fa- 
rea,  and  thence  he  went  to  Tarfus.  AAsix.  21^ 
Saul  had  begun,  and  continued,  to  preach 
thefe  three  years  without  any  communica* 
tion  with  the  apoftles  1  arid  when  they  con- 
verfed  with  him  they  found  that  he  was  as 
well  acquainted  with  the  chriftian  dodirine  as 
themfelves,   Jefus,  who  had  appeared  to  him 
before  his  arrival  at  Damafcus,  and  like  wife 
in  that  town  before  he  recovered  his  fights 
had  probably,  fome  time  afterwards,  appeared 
to  him  again »  and  for  a  longer  time;  to  give 
him  more  fatisfad;ion  concerning  the  reality, 
of  his  refurre^tion,  and  alfo  to  give  him  par-# 
ticttlar  inilrudtipns  concerning  everything  that 
he  was  to  teach  in  his  name.    By  this  he  was 
qualified  to  be  an  apoftle,  as  well  as  thofe 
who  had  been  appointed  to  that  high  office 
before  the  death  of  Jefus  s  and  his  commif* 
(ion  relating  chiefly  to  the  Gentiles»  he  ob« 
tained  the  peculiartitle of  the  apqfiit  of  tbt 
GfiTttiks^  in  which  chara^^er  we  (hall  foon 
find  that  he  gr^^atly  diflinguifhed  himfelf^ 
having  carried  the  knowledge  of  tbe  gofpdi 

farther 


Digitized  by 


Google- 


€p  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE        Per.L 

farther  than  any  other  apofUe,  and  having 
founded  more  churches  in  diflant  countries 
than-perhaps  all  the  other  apoftles  befides. 

About  this  time,  viz.  A.D.  37,  the  em- 
peror Tiberius,  in  whofe  reign  Chrift  had 
ieen  crucified,  died,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
Caligula,  a  mad  and  brutal  tyrant,  who, 
among  other  extravagencies,  took  into  his 
head  to  be  worfhipped  as  a  god,  by  all  the 
people  in  the  empire.  The  Gentile  nations 
having  been  accuftomed  to  worfliip  dead 
men,  and  the  emperors  J.  Csefar  and  Auguftus 
having  had  divine  honours  decreed  to  them 
prcfently  after  their  deaths,  this  worfliip  of 
a  living  man  would  not  to  them  appear  fo 
extraordinary  a  thing;  though  they  might 
think  this  particular  emperor,  potwithftand- 
ing  his  power,  unworthy  of  fo  great  an  ho- 
nour; but  to  the  Jews,  the  great  obje<a  of 
whofe  religion  it  was  to  worfliip  no  other 
than  the  one  true  God,  the  maker  of  heaven 
and  earth,  the  difficulty  was  of  a  moft  ferious 
nature;  and  when  Petronius  governor  of  Sy- 
ria (to  which  the  government  of  Judea  was 
fubordinate)  announced  the  orders  he  had  re- 
ceived from  Rome,  and  informed  them  that 
a  flatue  of  the  emperor  mufl  abfolutely  be 
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fet  upr  in  the  temple  j  and  <»hen  they  faw  hrni 
at  Tiberias  at  the  head  of  an  army  fafficient 
to  enforce  the  order,  many  thoufands  of  the 
Jews  came,  without  armis,  to  entreat  that  he 
would  not  prophane  their  temple,  expreffing 
their  willingnefs  to  die  rather  than  fee  the 
order  executed.  They  even  fufpended  the 
labours  of  agriculture,  though  it  was  thcrf 
feed  time,  to  ftiew  how  indifferent  they  were 
about  what  might  become  of  themfelves,  or 
their  country,  while  a  thing  of  fuch  infinitely 
more  moment  was  depending.  The  gover- 
nor, moved  by  their  fubmiffive  behaviour, 
fufpended  the  execution  of  the  order  he  had 
received,  till  he  had  given  the  emperor  more 
particular  information  concerning  his  pecur 
liar  circumflances  with  refped:  to  it;  and  by 
means  of  king  Agrippa  (who  had  been  fent 
to  Rome  to  complain  of  the  cruelties  of  Pi- 
late, and  who  had  cultivated  the  friendfhip  of 
Caligula)  he  was  for  the  prefent  diverted 
from  his  purpofe;  though  it  is  probable  that, 
nothing  but  his  death  would  have  given  the 
Jews  any  efFcdtual  relief  in  this  cafe*. 

By  Caligula  this  Agrippa  (who  was  the, 
grandfon  of  Herod  the  Great,  by  Ariflobulus) 
was   made   king  of  the  Tetrarchy  of  'his 

.  *  Jofephus's  Wars  of  the  Jews.  B*  2.  C.  8*  9. 
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uhde  Phillip,  who  had  died  fome  time  before 
without  heirsy  and  his  province  of  Tracho*^ 
mtis  had  been  annexed  to  that  of  Syria.    He«* 
rodias,  the  profligate  and  ambitious  wife  of 
Herod  the  tetrarch  of  Galilee*  who  had  'pro- 
cured  the  death  of  John  the  baptift^  ftung 
with  envy  to  fee  the  nephew  of  her  huiband 
honoured  with  the  titlp  of  iw^,  while  he  re- 
mained a  fimple  tetrarch^  could  not  reft  till 
fhe  had  prevailed  upon  him  to  go  to  Rome  to 
folicit  the  fame  title  for  himfelf . ,  She  accom- 
panied him,  but  before  their  arrival  the  king 
had  fent  letters  to  Rome,  accufing  him  of 
having  confpired  with  the  Parthians  againft 
the  empire;  in  confequence  of  which,  Cali« 
gula  baniftied  both  Herod  and  his  wife  to 
Lyons  in  Gaul,  and  gave  his  tetrarchy  to 
Agrippa.  "  In  the  reign  of  this  emperor  Pi- 
late did  not  efcape  the  profecutiort  of  the 
Jews,  as  he  had  done  under  Tiberius,  but  was 
banifhed  to  Viennein  Gaul,  where,  according 
toEufebius,  he,  in  defpair,  laid  violent  hands 
upon  himfelf*. 

It  was  probably  owing  to  the  apprehcnfion 
which  the  Jews  were  imder  concerning  the 
orders  of  Caligula,  that,  being  wholly  occu- 
pied a:bout  their  own  fafety,  they  fufpended 

♦  Hift*  L.  ii.  C.  vii.  p.  55. 
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the  perfecution  of  the  chriftians,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  church  enjoyed  that  reji 
throughout  all  ^udea^  Galilei^  and  Samaria^ 
which  is  mentioned,  A(5ts  ix.  31 .  and  which 
was  attended  with  a  great  incrcafe  of  th6  dif- 
ciples.  During  this  interval,  Peter,  being 
under  no  reftraint  to  go  wherever  he  pleafed, 
vifited  the  difciples  at  Lydda,  where  he  re- 
ftored  to  health  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Eneas, 
who  was  paralytic,  and  had  kept  his  bed  eight 
years.  He  then  went  to  Joppa,  where  he 
raifedtolife  a  chriftian  woman  of  excellent 
charaifter,  and  diftingifhed  for  her  charity  to 
the  poor,  and  other  virtues,  of  the  name  of 
Tabitha  (in  Greek  Dorcas)  In  this  place 
Peter  continued  fome  time,  refiding  with  one 
Simon  a  tanner*  Ads  ix.  43. 
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S  E  C  T  I  O  N    IV. 

From  the  preaching  of  the  Gofpel  to  the  Gentiles 
to  the  Council  of  the  Apojlles  at  ^erufalem. 

IN  all  the  preceding  period,  comprifing  the 
fpace  of  ten  years  after  the  death  of  Chrift, 
the  apoftles  had  confined  the  preaching  of  the 
gofpel  to  the  Jews,  and  they  Teem  to  have  had 
np  idea  of  extending  it  to  the  Gentiles,  unlefs 
they  fhould  firft  have  become  profelytes  to 
Judaifm,  fo  as  to  becircumcifed,  and  conform 
to  all  the  law  of  Mofes.  But  a  fufficient  har- 
veft,  as  we  may  fay,  of  the  Jews. being  now 
gathered  in,  it  pleafed  the  divine  Being  to 
begin  the  greater  harveft  of  the  gentile  world; 
and  Peter,  who  had  been  the  firft  preacher  of 
the  gofpel  to  the  former,  had  alfo  the  honour 
of  being  firft  employed  to  preach  to  the  latter. 
Many  of  the  Heathens  refiding  in  or  near 
Judea,  were  at  that  time  fo  much  impreffed  with 
the  fuperiorityof  the  Jewifh  religion  over  that 
in  which  they  bad  been  educated,  that  though 
they  did  not  chufe  to  become  proper  profe- 
lytes, they  were  convinced  of  theabfurdity  of 
idolatry,  and  in  private  worftiipped  only  the 
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true  God  of  the  Jews;  and  many  of  thefe  per*. 
fons  were  remarkable  for  their  devotion  and 
benevolence.  A  perfon  of  this  chara<ftcr,  viz* 
Comeliuis,  a  Roman  centurion  refiding  at  Ca&'J^ 
farea  (the  ufual  abode  of  the  governors  of  the 
province)  one  who  is  defcribed*,  ^^  fearing 
God  with  ail  his  houfe^  who  gave  alths  to  the 
people^  and  prayed  to  God  always  (by  which  is 
probably  meant  at  all  the  ufual  hours  at  which 
the  Jews  offered  their  devotions)  Was  pray^ 
ing  at  the  ninth  hour  (three  in  the  afternoon 
with  us)  which  was  the  time  of  evening  fa- 
crifice  in  the  temple;  when  ah  angel  ap^ 
peared  to  him,  informing  him  that  his  prayers 
and  alins  were  accepted  of  God,  and  ordering 
him  to  fend  to  Joppa  for  Peter,  who  would 
give  him  farther  information.  As  the  fu^ 
pernatural  appearance  to  Paul  was  at  mid-* 
day,  fo  this  to  Cornelius  was  not  in  the  nighty 
but  at  a  time  which  can  afford  no  fufpiciorl 
of  a  man*s  being  fubjedt  to  any  illufion*  Oil 
this  he  fent  two  of  his  houfehold  fervanfs,  and 
ilfoa  devout  foldier  who  attended  upon  his  per-i 
fon,  after  he  had  given  them  ah  account  of  the 
important  errand  on  which  they  were  to  go.  - 

Before  their  arrival,  Peter  being  at  prayer 
on  the  houfe  top  at  noon^  betame  ver^  hun- 
*  A£ls  x.^i 
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qX7 ;  ^<^  whtk  dinner  was  jpreparinc;  for  hini, 
he  had  a  trance,  in  which  be  faw  a  large  IheeC 
let  down  from  heaven  by  its  four  tarners» 
and  in  it  all  kinds  of  animals,  clean  and  un« 
clean,  and  be  heard  a  voice  faying  to  him» 
rife  Peter  kill  and  eat.  To  this  he  replied  ^  that 
he  had  never  eaten  any  thing  which  accord^ 
ing  to  the  law  of  Mofes  was  unclean:  but  to 
this  he  received  for  anfwcr,  What  God  bos 
clemfed  caU  not  thou  unclean.  This  vilion, 
with  all  its  circumftances,  was  repeated  three 
times,  and  then  the  ihoet  feemed  to  be  drawn 
up  into  heaven. 

When  Peter  was  recovered  from  his  trance* 
and  was  confidering  with  himfelf  what  it 
could  mean,  the  three  men  difpatched  by 
Cornelius  knocked  at  the  gate  of  the  houfe^ 
and  the  fpirit  of  God  informed  him  that  they 
were  enquiring  for  him,  wd  bade  him  go  along 
with  them,  for  that  he  had  fent  them.  The 
men,  being  introduced  to  Peter,  delivered 
their  meflage;  and  the  next  day  Peter,  ac*- 
companied  by  fome  difciples  from  Joppa,  fet 
out  with  them,  and  the  day  following  being 
arrived  at  Coefarea,  they  found  Cornelius  with 
many  of  his  friends  waiting  for  him. 

On  entering  the  room,  Peter  told  dicmf 
that  though  it  was  not  held  lawful  for  a  Jew 
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to  aflfociate  with  Gentiles  >  he  had  been  du 
ircdled  by  God  toconfider  Ho  man  as  unclean^ 
or  unfit  for  his  fociety;  and  therefore  had 
tome  without  hefitation  when  he  was  fent 
for.  In  return,  Cornelius,  in  a  diftind  ac- 
count of  his  vifion,  gave  the  reafons  why  he 
had  fent  for  him;  and  Peter,  not  doubting  but 
he  was  to  give  this  company  an  account  of  the 
gofpel,  of  which  he  was  an  apofHe,  recited  to 
them  the  heads  of  the  dodtrine,  the  miracles^ 
and  efpecially  the  refurrecftion  of  Jcfus,  of 
which  he  faid  that  himfelf  and  many  others 
were  witneffes;  and  as  thefe  Gentiles  were 
not  unacquainted  with  the  Jewifh  religion,  he 
moreover  informed  them  that  Chrift  was  ap* 
pointed  to  be  the  final  judge  of  the  world, 
and  that  the  ancient  prophets  bore  witnefs  to 
him. 

While  Peter  was  giving  this  account  of  the 
chriflian  dotStrine  (to  which  Cornelius  and  hi* 
friends,  no  doubt,  gave  the  firmeft  affent,  ef-* 
pecially  as  Peter  appealed  to  their  own  know- 
ledge for  the  truth  of  many  of  the  fadls)  the 
fpirit  of  God  fell  upon  them,  as  it  had  done 
upon  tbe  Jewifh  difciples  at  the  firft,  and 
they  began  to  fpeak  the  praifes  of  God  in  un- 
known tongues.  This  appearance  greatly  fur- 
prifed  Peter  and  his  friends;  and  feeing  that 
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Ctod  had  drclady  evidently  given  them  the  feai 
of  true  difciplcs,  Peter  obferved  that  there 
could  be  no  impropriety  in  baptizing  them. 
This  being  {Performed  at  their  requeft,  Peter 
and  his  companions  continued  fome  days 
longer  with  them. 

Peter  had,  no  doubt,  expeded  that  Corne- 
lius and  his  friends  were  to  have  became  pro- 
felytes  to  Judaifm  before  they  could  be  bap- 
tized>  and  received  into  thebody  of  chriftians; 
and  the  difciples  at  Jerufalem,  having  the 
fame  idea,  and  not  having  been  ihformed  of 
all  the  particulars  which  had  led  to  the  bap- 
tizing of  Cornelius,  but  only  that  Peter  had 
baptized  perfons  who  were  uricircumcifed, 
were  much  difpleafed  with  him  for  it.  To 
fatisfy  theni,  Peter,  vvhen  he  was  returned  to 
Jerufalem  (which  he  probably  had  done  to 
give  the  chriftians  there  an  account  of  fo  ex- 
traordinary an  event)  related  diftindiy  all  that 
he  had  feen  or  done  with  relation  to  it;  after 
which,  as  they  could  not  but  own  that  the 
hand  of  God  was  in  it,  they  rejoiced,  not- 
withftanding  their  former  prejudices,  that 
God  had  opened  a  door  for  the  admiflion  of 
Gentiles  into  the  chriftian  church.  Still, 
however,  we  Ihall  find  that  many  of  the  more 
zealous  Jewilh  chriftians  were  never  tho- 
roughly 
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roughly  reconciled  to  the  Gentile  chriftians, 
fo  far  were  they  from  believing  the  infallibility 
of  an  apoftle  as  fuch*. 

At  this  time  thfe  number  of  the  difciplcs 
was  much  increafed  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Antioch,  by  the  preaching  of  many  perfons 
who  had  been  driven  from  Jerufalem  by  the 
perfecution  in  which  Stephen  had  been  put  to 
death;  and  the  church  at  Jerufalem,  hearing  of 
this,  fent  Barnabas  to  Antioch;  and  he,  being 
full  of  zeal,  greatly  encouraged  them  to  perfe*. 
vere  in  the  profeffion  of  the  gofpel.  Having 
ftrengthened  the  difcipfes  in  that  city,  and 
added  to  the  number  of  them,  he  went  to  feelc. 
Saul,  who  was  at  that  time  in  his  native  city, 
Tarfus,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which'he  had 
been  preaching ;  and  having  brought  him  to 
Antioch,  they  continued  preaching  there  a 
whole  year,  and  made  many  converts .  Thefe, 
bearing  at  that  time  a  fenfible  proportion  to 
the  other  inhabitants  of  the  place,  came  now 
to  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  peculiar  name  of 
cbriftians,  an  appellation,  which,  though  pro^ 
bably  given  by  their  enemies,  was  chearfully 
received  by  all  the  difciples  of  Chrift, 

At  this  time  there  came  from  Jerufalem  to 
Antioch  fome  chriftians  who  had  the  gift  of 
*  Afts  xit  22, 
F3  prophecy. 
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prophecy,  and  efpccialljr  one  Agabus,  wha 
was  infpircd  to  fpretel  a  gfcat  famine  through 
all  the  Roman  empire,  which  happened  ia 
the  rtign  of  Claudius;  and  the  difciples,  on 
the  apprehenfion  of  it,  detennincd  to  fend  re« 
lief  to  their  brethren  in  Judca^  Accordingly,. 
a  collection  being  made  for  that  benevolent 
purpofe,  it  was  fent  to  the  elders  of  the  church 
by  Barnabas  and  Saul^.  In  this  famine  He* 
lena,  queen  of  Adiabene  in  Syria,  bought 
corn  at  ^  great  expenccin  E^ypt,  and  diftii-r 
buted  it  to  the  Jews  at  Jerufalem*f . 

It  is  fomething  remarkable  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  admiilion  of  Cornelius  and  his 
friends  into  the  dumber  of  difciplcs  by  bap- 
tifm,  and  the  approbation  of  Peter's  conduct 
ih  this  bufipefs  by  the  church  at  Jcrufalem, 
neither  Peter  himfdf,  nor  any  other  chriHians, 
appear  to  have  endeavoured  to  make  any  otheF 
converts  among  the  Gentiles.  Pferhaps  they 
waited  for- feme  more  exprefs  authority  for  it. 
Ih  the  meaiT  time,  however,  it  feems  that 
Piiul  f  which  was  th?  naine  that  Saul  after-r 
wards  bore,  and  which  I  fhall  from  this  time 
give  him)  had  preached  to  Gentiles  in  the' 
neighbourhood  of  Tarfus  and  Antioch;  and 

♦  Afts  xu  3Q,         t  Euftl>f  l^ifti  L.  3*  C,  13.  p»  60. 

for 


Digitized  by 


Gopgle 


Sec. IV.       CHRISTIAN  CHURCH.  71 

for  this  he  had  perhaps  received  from  Chrift 
in  perfon,  an  exprcfs  commiffioii,  either  while 
he  was  preaching  in  Arabia^^or  on  this  particu.- 
lar  occafion.  Or,'  as  it  had  been  intimated  to 
him  at  hi&baptifm,  that  he  was  tobcfent  to  the 
Gentiles^  on  hearing  that  Pfeter  had  baptized 
Cornelius,  he  might  think  himfelf  fufEciently 
authorized,  without  receiving  any  particular 
toramifiion  for  the  purpofe,  to  do  what  Peter 
(perhaps  for  fear  of  ofifending  the  Jews)  had 
forebome.  What  Paul  had  then  done  in  this 
way,  being  in  a  country  remote  from  Jerufa- 
lem,  was  not  generally  known  there.  But 
being  fent  thither  upon  this  oceafion,  together 
with  Barnabas',  he  informed  the  >apoftles,  in 
confidence,  of  what  he  had  done  withrefpedl 
to  preaching  the  gofpel  to  Gentiles*;  but  he 
faid  nothing  of  it  to  the  church  at  large. 

Among  other  converts  from  the  Gentiles 
was  Titus,  whom  Paul  took  with  him  to  Je- 
nifalem,  and,  as  he  was  not  a  Jew,  he  did  not 
circumcifc  him;  to  which,  as  it  Ihouldfeem 
from  PauFs  account  of  this  tranfadlion,  he  had 
been  advifed ;  but  he  had  peremptorily  refufcc|> 
left  it  Ihouldbe?  precedent  to  enflave  all  fu- 
ture Gentile  converts,  by  compelling  them  to 
obfervc  the  laws  of  Mofes^.    As  to  the  chief 

^  Gal.  ii.  2.  t  Gal.  ii«  4, 
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of  the  apoftles,  Peter,  James,  and  John,  when 
they  heard  the  account  that  Paul  gave,  perceiv- 
ing that  he  had  a  fpecial  commiffion  to  preach 
to  the  gentiles,  as  Peter  and  the  reft  had  to  the 
Jews,  they  gave  him  and  Barnabas  the  right 
hand  offellowfhip,  wilhingthem  the  greateft 
fuccefs  in  their  million,  only  admonifhing 
them  to  be  mindful  of  the  poor  difciples  at 
Jerufalem,  and  procure  fome  contributions  for 
them,  which  Paul  himfelf  had  muchat heart*. 
On  the  death  of  Caligula,  A.  D.  41 ,  his 
juncle  Claudius  was  made  emperor;  and  as  the 
fenate  had  been  induced  to  proclaim  him  by 
the.addrefs  of  Agrippa,  who  was  then  at 
Rome,  among  other  marks  of  his  gratitude, 
he  not  only  confirmed  him  in  the  kingdom 
which  had  been  given  him  by  Caligula,  but 
added  to  his  territories  Samaria  and  Judea, 
which  had  belonged  to  his  grandfather.  He 
alfo  gave  the  kingdom  of  Chalcis  in  Syria  to 
Jhis  brother  Herod j  and  to  oblige  him  the 
more,  the  emperor  made  feveral  decrees  in 
favour  of  the  Jews,  allowing  them  the  fame 
privileges  which  they  had  enjoyed  th^oygh 
all  the  epipire  in  the  reign  of  Auguftus, 
,  Agrippa,  who  is  alfo  called  Herod,  on  hi§ 
^rriv^l  in  Judea,  did  many  things  to  ingratiate 

*  Gal.  ii.  10, 
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himfelf  with  his  fubjefts;  and  to  pleafe  them 
the  more,  he  began  a  perfecution  againft  the 
chriftians,  in  which  he  beheaded  James  the 
brother  of  John,  and  the  fon  of  Zebedee, 
who  was  the  firft  of  the  apoftles  that  fufFered 
martyrdom.  He  alfocaufed  Peter  to  be  ap- 
prehended, and  committed  him  to  the  cuftody 
of  two  foldiers,  one  of  them  being  chained 
toeach  of  his  hands,  intending  to  have  him 
executed  after  the  paffover;  but.it  pleafed 
God  to  deliver  him  from  this  danger,  in  the 
fame  manner  in  which  he  had  been  rcfcued 
on  a  former  occafion.  For  in  the  night  pre- 
ceding the  day  on  which  he  was  to  have  been 
executed,  an  angel,  attended  with  a  great 
light,  appeared  in  the  prifon,  and  Peter  being 
afleep,  he  awakened  him,  and  bade  him  rife 
and  follow  him ;  the  chains  at  the  fame  time 
falling  from  his  hands.  As  they  went,  the 
gates  of  the  prifon  opened  to  them  of  their 
own  accord;  and  the  angel  leaving  him,  Pe- 
ter found  himfelf  in  the  ftreet  alone.  Then, 
but  not  before,  Peter  was  fatisfied  that  what 
had  paffed  was  no  vifion,  but  a  reality.  Go- 
ing to  the  houfe  of  Mary,  the  mother  of  Mark 
the  eyangelift,  he  was  received  with  great 
joy;  and  when  he  had  told  his  friends  in  what 
planner  he  had  been  delivered  from  his  irti- 
^    '  minent 
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mincnt  danger,  he  left  the  city.  Herod  difi. 
appointed  in  his  views,  ordered  thefoldiers 
who  had  been  placed  to  guard  Peter,  to  be  put 
to  death. 

Afterwards,  viz.  A.  D.  43,  the  fame  He* 
rod  Agrippa  being  at  Caefarea,  a  fpoech  which  , 
he  made  there  to  fome  ambaffadors  from 
Tyre  and  Sidon  was  received  with  loud  ac- 
clamations, and  faid  to  be  the  fpeech  of  a 
God,  and  not  of  a  man .  This  fulfome  adula- 
tion he  had  the  vanity  and  impiety  to  receive ^ 
but  he  was  prefcntly  feized  with  a  mortal 
difeafe  iimilar  to  that  of  which  his  grandfa- 
ther had  died.  For  his  body  was  in  fuch  9 
ftatc  that  worms  bred  in  it  *. 

This  Arippa  left  a  fon  fcventeen  years  of 
age,  who  fuccecded  his   father;   but  being 
thought  too  young  for  the  adminiftration,  it 
was  given  to  Ciifpius  Fadus.  After  the  death 
of  his  uncle  Herod  king  of  Chakis,  Claudius 
gave  Agrippa  that  kingdom.     But  in  the 
thirtecnthycar  of  his  reign  betook  it  from  him, 
and  gave  him,  infteadof  it,  thofe  provinces 
which  had  formed  the  tetrarchy  of  Phijip, 
viz.  Batanea,  Trachonitis,  and  Abilene.    Af- 
terwards Nero  gave  him  part  of  Galilee,  in* 
eluding  Tiberias,  and  Julias  beyond  Jordan* 
*  A6ls  xii.  23, 
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This  perfccutor  of  the  chriftians  being  re- 
moved*  more  converts  were  made,  and  Paul 
and  Barnabas,  having  difcharged  their  com- 
mifficm,  returned  to  Antioch,   taking  with 
them  Mark  the  evangelift.    It  was  probably 
during  this  journey  which  Paul  made  to  Jc 
mjfalcm,  fourteen  years  before  he  wrote  the 
fecond  Epiftle  to  the  Corinthians,  that,  being 
in  the  temple, he  had  atrance,  in  whichhe  ima- 
gined that  he  was  caught  up  to  heaven ;  but 
what  he  heard  there  he  fays  *,  it  was  not  law- 
ful for  him  to  declare.    And  left  he  fhould  be 
exalted  above  meafure,  by  fo  diftinguiftiingan 
honour,  he  had  from  that  time  fome  afBidHon, 
which  hQCdillsameffengerqffatan,  from  which 
he  eapicftly  prayed  to  be  relieved;  but  he  only 
jrcceived  for  anfwer,  that  the  power  of  God 
urouldbe  fuflScient  for  him.  What  this  afflic- 
tion was  he  does  not  fpecify,^  but  it  was  pro- 
bably fomething  that  he  apprehended  would 
render  his  miniftry  lefs  acpeptable;  and  it  is 
commonly  thought  to  have  been  either  an  im- 
pediment in  his  fpeech,  or  fomething  that  ren- 
dered   his  perfonal   appearance  unpleafing. 
Duringthis  vifion,  in  which  Chrift  appeare4 
to  him,  he  was  ordered  to  make  hafte,  and 
leave  Jerufalem,  becaufe  the  Jews  of  that 

*  2  Cor,  xii.  4. 
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place  would  not  receive  his  word,  and  he  was 
told  that  he  would  be  fent  to  a  great  diflance, 
among  the  Gentiles*. 

•  This  intimation  of  Jefus  to  Paul  was  foon 
verified.  For  in  the  year  following,  viz.  A.D. 
45,  during  the  public  worfhip  at  Antioch,  it 
was  intimated  to  one  of  the  company  who  had 
the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  that  Barnabas  and 
Paul  fliould  be  fet  apart  for  fome  fpecial  com- 
miffion.  Accordingly,  being  recommended 
to  the  bleffing  of  God,  by  fading  and  prayer, 
they  departed,  and  in  the  firft  place  went  to 
Cyprus,  the  native  place  of  Barnabas.  The 
Roman  governor  of  the  ifland  at  that  time  was 
Sergius  Paulus,  a  man  of  prudence  and  mo- 
deration, who  hearing  of  thefe  two  mifliona* 
ries  expreffed  a  defire  to  converfe  with  them; 
but  one  Elymas,  a  Jew,  who,  like  Simon  Ma- 
gus, prad:ifed  magical  arts,  endeavoured  to 
give  the  governor  bad,  impreflions  of  chrif- 
tianity ;  when  Paul,  moved  no  doubt  by  the 
fpirit  of  God,  after  addreffing  him  with  great 
feverity,  told  him  that  he  would  become  blind 
forafeafon.  This  awful  denunciation  being 
immediately  fulfilled,  the  governor  was 
(greatly  ftruck  with  it,  and  declared  himfelf  a 
Chriftian^f. 

*  A£ls  xxiii.  17—^21.  t  A£ls  xiii.  12. 
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Leaving  Cyprus,  Paul  and  Barnabas  went 
toPerga  in  Pamphilia,  and  there  Mark,  dif. 
couraged,  as  Paul  thought,  with  the  profpeft 
of  the  difficulties  which  were  before  them, 
declined  to  accompany  them  any  farther,  and 
returned  to  Jerufalem.  But  they  proceeded 
without  him,  and  went  to  Antioch  in  Pifidia, 
where  they  began  to  preach  in  the  Jewifti  fy*. 
nagogue.  There  Paul  recited  to  his  country- 
men thfe  promifes  of  God  to  their  fathers  con- 
cerning the  Meffiah,  (hewing  that  thofe  pro- 
phecies had  been  fulfilled  in  Jcfus,  who  had 
been  crucified,  but  wJiom  God  had  raifed 
from  the  dead .  In  confequence  of  this ,  many 
of  the  religious  Jevv's  and  profelytcs  became 
converts,  and  fome  Gentiles  who  were  pre*- 
fent  expreffinga  wiflito  hearthem  again  the 
next  fabbath,  almoft  the  whole  city  crouded 
to  them.  This  circumftance  gave  great  of- 
fence to  the  zealous  Jews,  and  by  their  in- 
tereft  with  the  leading  men  of  the  place, 
Paul  and  Barnabas  were  expelled  from  that 
country.  Many  converts,  however,  were 
made,  efpecially  among  the  Gentiles,  and  by 
then>  others  were  converted  in  the  neighbour- 
ing places*. 

•Aftsxiii.52,' 
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Leaving  Antioch,  they  went  tolconiunit 
and  herealfo  they  had  many  converts  both  of 
Jews  and  Greeks,  and  many  miracles  were 
wrought  by  them  there.  But  the  party  of 
of  the  unbelieving  Jews  prevailing,  they  were 
driven  from  that  place,  as  they  had  been  from 
Antioch,  and  fled  to  Lyflraand  Derbe,  cities 
of  Lycaonia. 

The  hiftory  of  their  preaching  at  Lyftra  is 
particularly  remarkable.  At  the  gates  of  the 
city  there  fat  a  man  who  had  been  lame  from 
his  birth,  like  him  whom  Peter  had  cured  at 
the  gate  of  the  temple.  Him  Paul  reftored  to 
the  perfect  ufe  of  his  limbs;  and  the  people, 
ftruck  with  the  prodigy,  -immediately  con« 
ceived  that  they  muft  be  two  of  their  gods> 
who  had  vifited  the  world  in  the  form  of 
men,  taking  Barnabas  to  be  Jupiter,  and  Paul 
Mercury;  and  with  this  idea  they  brought 
oxen  with  garlands,  and  were  preparing  to 
offer  facrifice  to  them,  fo  that  it  was  with 
difficulty  that  Paul,  by  an  excellent  fpeech,  in 
which  he  told  them  that  they  were  only  men 
likethcmfelves,  who  had  come  to  turn  thcmi 
from  their  idol  worftiip  to  that  God  who 
made  them  and  all  things,  diverted  them  from 
their  purpofe.  Notwithftanding  this  extra- 
ordinary 
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ordinary  miracle,  fome  zealous  Jews  from  An* 
tioch  and  Iconium,  where  Paul  and  Barnabas 
had  been  preaching  before,  arriving  there, 
they  induced  the  people  to  drive  them  from 
the  place,  and  even  to  Aonc  Paul,  fo  that  he 
was  taken  up  for  dead.  They  had  probably 
been  pcrfuaded  to  think  that  they  were  dan- 
gerous people,  pofleffed  of  the  irts  of  magic^ 
by  which,  though  they  might  do  fome  good, 
they  would  probably  do  more  mifchief  *. 

From  this  place  they  went  to  Derbc,  and 
having  preached,  and  made  many  difciples, 
in  that  city,  they  proceeded  no  farther  at  this 
time,  but  returned  by  way  of  Lyftra,  Iconium, 
and  Antioch  in  Pifidia,  confirming  the  difci- 
ples they  had  made,  and  exhorting  them  not 
to  be  difcouraged  at  the  affli^ions  they  might 
be  called  to  endure,  fince  they  would  have  an 
abundant  recompence  in  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven. They  alfo  appointed  elders  in  every 
church,  and  recommending  them  by  prayer  to 
the  divine  bleffing,  they  made  a  progrcfs 
through  Pifidia,  Paraphilia,  Perga,  to  At- 
talia,  from  which  laft  place  they  went  by 
fea  to  Antioch  in  Syria,  from  which  they 
had  fet  out,  where  they  gave  the  church  an 

♦Aftsxiv. 
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account  of  the  fuccefs  of  their  miniftiy;  and 
here  they  continued  fome  time. 

In  this  place  I  mufl  be  indulged  in  niakin(^ 
a  few  refledions.     In  preaching  to  the  Jews, 
the  great  objedl  of  the  apoftles  was  to  con*, 
vince  them,  from  their  own  fcriptures,  that 
Jefus  was  the  Meffiah,    With  refped:  to  the 
'proper  fundamental  dodlrines   of    religion, 
fuchas  the  unity  of  God,  his  placability  to  re- 
turning finhers,  and  the  refurredion  of  the 
.  dead,  they  had  nothing  to  add  to  their  know- 
ledge, except  that,  the  evidence  of  this  laft 
mentioned  dodrine  having  been  loft,  it  wa$ 
now  abundantly  confirmed  by  the  death  and 
refurredion  of  Chrift,  who  alfo  taught  that 
the  dead  would  be  raifcd  at  his  fecond  glori- 
ous coming ;  that  after  the  rifing  of  the  dead  a 
change  would  take  place  in  the  living,  that 
they  would  then  be  incorruptible,  and  con- 
tinue to  exift  without  any  farther  propagation 
of  the  fpecies.    With  refped  to  the  wicked 
we  are  taught  to  believe  that  they  will  rife 
again  as  well  as  the  virtuous;  but  whether  it 
will  be  to  an  immortal  life,  we  are  not  fo  ex- 
plicitly informed* 

The  Gentiles  had  much  more  to  learn  of  the 

apoftles.     They  were  to  be  brought  off  from 

their  idolatrous  fafcinating  rites,  their  licen- 
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tioas  feftivals,  and  a  thoiifand  abfurd  and  de- 
bafing  fuperftitions,  t^  the  belief  of  one  God; 
infinitely  powerful',  wife,  and  ^pod,  themaker 
and  preferver  of  aU 'things.     They  Had  to 
learn  the  maxims  of  !hi«  moral  govefnittent; 
as  alfo  much  of  their  xluty  in  this  life;  as  well 
as  every  thing  concerning  thdrexpedlations 
in  another.    To  hear  fuch  dbftrines  aS  the 
apoftles  could  teach  themon  thefe  moft  im- 
portant fubjed?,  confirmed  by  the  d^cifive  aU-^ 
thority  of  miracles,  mull  have  ftruck  the  more 
confiderate  and  well  difpofed  among  them  in^ 
a  manner  of  which,  we  who  have  been  brought 
up  in  the  belief  of  chriftianity,  can  hardly 
form  an  idea.  To  them  the  gofpel  would  be  in- 
deed, what  its  name  imports,  viz.  good  news. 

Heathens  converted  to  chriftianity  would 
fcethcmfelves,  and  every  thing  around  thcni, 
in  a  new  and  infinitely  more  important  li^ht, 
asunder  the  moral  governmentof  God,  and 
candidates  '^r  a;  happy«  immortality.  With 
this  perfuafion,  they  would  not  vdue  this 
life,  oi*  any  thing  that  they  could  lofe  or  fuf- 
fer  in  it,  whenever  it  fhould  come  into  com- 
petition with  their  int^teft  in  another.  Ac- 
cordingly, we  fliall  find;  in  the  fequel  of  this 
Jiiftory,  that  matiy,  who  had  been  accuftome^ 
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to  thedegancics  and  lusOiries  of  lifc.cagerly  ran 

to  martyrdom,  even  though  torture  generally 

preceded  death.    It  is  no  wonder  that  the 

magifthites,  and  other  perfons  in  the  higher 

ranks  of  life,  who  gave  little  attention  to  the 

preaching  of  the  gofpcl,  and  who  would  not 

give  thcmrdvcs  thetrouble  even  to  look  into 

,  any  thing  written  by  chriftians,  were  afto- 

nifticd  at  this  novelty,  and  confidcrcd  the 

chriftian  converts  as  fcized  with  madncfs. 

But  fo  general  an  effea,  upon  the  more  fober 

and  virtuous  part  of  the  community,  in  all 

countries,  thebeft  fubjears  of  the  empire  in 

all  other  rofpefts,  wias  a  circumftancc  defenr- 

ing  of  more  attention  than  they  were  difpofed 

to  give  to  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  no  great  wonder 
that,  attached  as  many  weroto  their  ancient 
religion  and  rites,  in  which  they  had  been 
educated,  and  which  had  been  pwwJ^ieed  from 
time  immemorial;  imagiiiing,  as  they  did, 
that  the  welfare  of  the  ftate  depended  upon 
the  obfervance  of  them,  ignofantas  they  were 
of  the  nature  and  evidences  of  chriftiajjity,  un- 
inquifitive  about  it,  and  lifteningto  every  idle 
and  malicious  flanderagainft  tMe  who  made 
profcflion  of  the  new  religion,  fo  mai»y  per- 
fons 
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fons  ia  the, higher  iankis  6f  life,  and  even 
men  of  l9ttf^,  and  philofaphors,  as  well  as  of 
the  Ipweft  rnbble,  who  will  liften  to  nothing 
ration^  or  feriotts,  ftill  Ccn^tinued  I»ig9tte4 
heathens* 


rrw^H" 


S  E  C  TI  O.N    V. 

From  the  Council  of  the  Apojlks  to  PauFs  tUrl 
apojioljcal  'journey. 

WHILE  Paul  and  Barnabas  were  at 
Antioch,  Peter  arrived  at  that  city 
from  Jerufalemj  and  finding  many  Gentile 
converts,  he  did  not  fcruple  to  converfc 
and  communicate  with  them.  But  other 
chriftians,  pretending  to  have  the  authority 
of  James  (who  feefns  to  have  had  the  chief 
influence  at  Jerufalem)  infifted  on  the  new 
converts  being -circumcifed,  and' becoming 
in  all  refpefts  profelytes  to  Judaifm;  and 
Peter,  rather  than  difpleafe  thefc  perfoqs,  ab- 
ftaincd  fpom  communicating  with  the  Gen- 
tile converts,  and  affociated  with  the  Jews 
only.    This  condudt  in  Peter  gave  juft  alarm 
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and  ofifencc  to  Pkidr  who. had  been  chiefly 
iriftrumefttal  in  fpreading  the  gofpel  among 
the  Gentiles,  and  who;. on  that  account,  was 
Naturally  droi-e  i2^albu&  for  4Jieir  liberty.  He 
therefore  freely  and  publicly  expoftulated  with 
Peteron  the  impropriety  and  inconfiftency  of 
his  conduft,  and  this  excellent  man  did  not 
perfift  in  what  he  was  convinced  was  wrong*. 
The  more  zealous  Jewilh  chriftians,  how- 
ever, unmoved  by  the  remonftrances  of  Paul, 
or  the  acquiefcence  of  Peter,  ftill  maintained 
that  there  was  no  falvation  out  of  the  Mofaic 
inftitutions,  and  infifted  upon  the  Gentile 
converts  conforming  in  all  refpefts  to  them ; 
and  the  church  being  mttch  difturbed  by  this 
contention,  they  agreed  to  fend  Barnabas  and 
Paul,  who  had  b^en  thieijr  meifengers  on  a 
former  occafjon,  to  conf^ilt  the  whole  body  of 
the  apoftif s  and  elders  at  Jcrufalem.  Thcfe 
two  miffionaries  gave  an  account  of  all  that 
that  God  had  done  by  their  means  in  Gentile 
countries  to  the  chriftian  focieties,  in  their 
journey  through  Phenicc  and  SanHaria,  and 
by  them  the  news  was  heard  with  great  Joy. 
But  when  th?y  came  to  Jerufalem ,-  they  were. 
not  able  tq  give  the  fame  fatisfadtion  to  their 
brethren  there -f;.        :- ,  .. 
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However,  on  a  day  appointed  to  confider 
of  the  matter,  after  much  contention,  Peter* 
flood  up,   and  reminded  them  how  God  had 
fome  time  before  given  his  faniftion  to  the 
admiffion  of  believing  Gentiles  into  the  chrif- 
tian  church,  by  imparting  to  them  the  gifts  of 
the  fpirit  as  he  had  done  to  themfelves;  and 
faidthatit  was  unreafonable  to  impofe  upon 
the  GentUes  fo  heavy  a  yoke,  as  the  obferv- 
ance  of  the  laws  of  Mofes  muft  be  to  them, 
when  it  would  make  no  difference  with  re- 
fpedk  to  their  find  falvation. 

This  .was  followed  by  Paul  and  Barnabas 
giving  a  djftin^  account  of  the  efFedt  of  the^r 
preachitig  to  the  Gentiles,  and  of  the  miracles 
with  which  it  had  been,  9t4^de$l.  Qn  this 
James  recoUedted  feVeral  paiTages  of  the  an- 
cient prophetSi  .which,  he  thought,  implied 
that  the  Gentiles  were  to  be  admitted  into  the 
futpre  kingdoin  of  the  Meifia|),  and  gave  it  as 
his  opinion,. tl^fitttie new  converts  fhould  not 
be  troubled  with  the  obfervance  of  the  whqip 
law^  but  that  it  Ihould^be  recommended  to 
them  to  ab^ain  from  idols  (meaning  proba.. 
bly  from  partaking  of  the  feafts  in  Sacrificing 
to  idols  j  from  fornication  (to  Wjhich.the  re- 
ligion of  the  l;\eathens  gave  too  much  coui\- 
tenance,  and  of  the  crimin^ity  of  which  the 
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heathens  in  general  made  very  light)  from 
things  ilrangled,  and  from  blood. 

In  this  opinion  thfe  whole  aflemblir  ac- 
quiefcedy  and  accordingly  an  epiftle  was 
drawn  Up,  addrcffed  to  the  Gentile  Chrif- 
tians  in  Antioch,  Syria,  and  Cilicia,  by  Whom 
Paul  and  Barnabas  had  been  fent,  to  that  pur- 
pofc;  affuring  them  that,  notwithftanding 
whatfotpehad  faid,  they  hadnoauthority  from 
them  to  infiftupon  their  being  ciratthciicd,  or 
obferving  the  laws  of  Mofes.  Along  with  this 
letter,  and  the  bearers  6f  it  Paul  and  Bama- 
bas,  they  fent  )udhs  ahd  Silas,  who  were  pro- 
bably  elders  at  Jerufalem,  td  j^ive  them  a  far- 
ther  act6uAt;  AUd  when  it  was  delivered  at 
Antioch,  it  gkvt  the  greiteft  fatisfa€kiim  to 
the  whole  idfeDably.  Judas  and  SUas  conti- 
nued in  that  city  f6tn6  tirh^,  chcouiiftging  the 
brethren;  ind  when  Juda^  returned  to  Jeru- 
falem,  Siks  chofe  to  retiudn  at  AAtiock*. 

This  folcmn  affembly,  or  cout^dl,  of  the 
apoities  wa^  probably  held  A.  D.  4.4)^  ^dh^  the 
year  following,  Paul  and  Bimabas  iriifolv^ 
upon  a  fecond  progrefs  thiroUgh  thdtb  ^arts 
of  Afia  Minor,  which  they  had  vifited  iti  their 
fbrmerjoUmey.  Bui  Wheh  Barnabas  'ifie&poM 
ib  take  Mark  Wi^h  thetn,  Paul  bbj^ed  tdhiin, 
*  Ails  XV.  34. 
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on  account  of  his  having  left  them  before; 
andnbt  being  able  to  Agree,  they  took  dif- 
ferent routs,  Barhabas  beiflg  accompanied  by 
Mark,  ahd  !Paul  by  Silas ;  and  as  Barnabas 
chofe  to  go  to  Cyprus,  Paul  took  the  road 
through  Syria  and  Cilicia;  each  of  them  be- 
ginning his  progrefs  through  thofe  countries 
with  which  he  was  beft  acquainted^. 

Of  what  Bat^abas  did  in  this  progrefs,  and 
to  the  end  of  hi*  life,  we  arc  not  informed; 
but  Paul  beiog  attended  in  a  great  meafure 
by  Luke,  the  writer  of  the  book  of  AAs,  we 
arte  happily  well  acquainted  with  his  fubfe-i 
quent  hiftory  ];  and  as  he  laboured  tnore  that! 
any  of  the  apoftles  in  the  propagation  of  the 
gofpel,  and  was  tnore  fuccefsful  in  it,  efpe- 
ciailly  iti  Gentile  countries,  and  above  all  in 
Cteece,  the  feat  of  leamihg  ati4  the  arts,  it  is 
by  far  *f  thfc  moft  importance  for  us  to  be  in-* 
foitned  of  the  particulars  of  his  progrefs. 
We  cannot,  indeed,  be  without  our  wifhes  to 
knowtnolre  of  thehiftory,  public  ahd  private,* 
ti  the  reft  df  the  apoftles,  and  others  who 
diftinguiihed  themfelves  by  their  early  at« 
tachment  to  chriftiahity,  but  it  is  a  curiofity 
which,  for  wife  rcafons,  no  doubt,  it  has  not 
pleafed  divine  providence  to  gratify.    As  to 

*  AAs  XV.  41. 
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^y  honour  which,  from  this  circumftance, 
might  have  accrued  to  tjiem,  it  it  not  proba- 
ble that  they  had  any  defirc  or  thought  of  the 
kind.  It  was  cfteenicd  enough  by  them  to 
partake  of  that  glory  which  will  be  revealed 
at  the  great  day,  whpn  every  man's  virtues  and 
exertions,  will  be  fufficiently  known,  and 
when  merit  will  be  better  appreciated  than  it 
can  be  at  prefept.  Let  this  confideration  Icffen 
pur  defire  for  what  is  called  impiortality  in 
thi$  world,  in  having  our  names  tranfmitted 
Tvith  applaufe  to  diftant  generations;  extend- 
ing our  views  to  that  which  will  commence 
"Vvhen.  this  world,:  and;  what  ^s  jufually  called 
|/w^,  fliall  be  no  more.  J    ;  ,  ,   ; 

But  dropping  thefc  reflexions,  let  us  at- 
tend to  the  prpgrefs  of  Paul;  and  i;iow  we 
ihaU  find  him  not  contenting  himfelf  with 
vifiting  the  churches  which  he  had  planted 
before,  but  greatly  extending  his  circiiit,  and 
planting  many  new  churches,  and  far  mpre 
confiderable  ojie$,  in  the  more  diftant  parts 
of  Afia  Minor,  and  alfo  in  preece.  Having 
paffed  through  Slyria  and  Cilicia,  he  came  to 
perhe  and  Lyftra,  which  he  had  viiitcdin 
his  former  journey;  and  at  the  latter  of  thefc 
places  he  tbok  Tiniothy  to  accompany  hini 
m  his  farther  progrcfsl  .  Jhis  young  man 
'  *  was 
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was  one  of  the  moft  diftinguiflied  of  PauPs 
difciplcs,  and  though  his  father  was  a  Greek, 
yet  as  his  mother  was  a  Jewefs,  he  caufed 
him  to  be  circumcifed;  which  fufficiently 
fhews  that,  notwithftanding  PauFs  zeal  for 
the  liberty  of  the  Gentile  chriftians,  he  be- 
lieved in  the  obligation  of  the  laws  of  Mofes 
upon  all  who  were  of  Jewilji  cxtraftion*. 

As  in  his  former  progrefs  Paul  had  vifited 
only  the  fouthern  and  interior  parts  of  Afia 
Minor,  he  now  direfted  his  courfe  through 
the  northren  and  weftern  parts ;  going  through 
Galatia  and  Phrygia;  but  being  admonilhed 
by  the  fpirit  not  to  preach  at  that  time  in 
AfiaPropcr,or  that  province  of  which  Ephe- 
fus  was  the  capital,  he  went  to  Myfia;  and 
wherever  he  came  he  recited  the  epiftle  of 
the  church  at  Jerufalem,  which  gave  fuch  fa- 
tisfadkion  to  the  Gentile  converts,  that  the 
churches  formerly  eftablifhcd  were  confirmed, 
and  their  numbers  were  encreafed.  From 
Myfia,  Paul  had  intended  to  go  to  Bythinia; 
but  being  dircd^d  by  the  fpirit  of  God,  he 
came  to  Troas,  a  city  on  the  coaft  of  the 
iEgean  fea,  over  agaihft  Macedonia;  and 
ihere  he  appears  to  have  been  joined  by  Luke^ 

*  A£ls:W.  3* 
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the  writer  of  the  hiftory,  as  from  this  time 
he  ufcs  the  plural  number  w/,  &c.  That 
chriftian  churches  were  every  whert  citabliQicd 
in  all  the  places  through  which  Palit  had 
paffed,  appears  from  the  fubfeqUent  hiftory, 
though  no  mention  is  macJe  of  thcin  in  this 
concife  account. 

Paul  was  now  come  to  th*  Wtillern  extre- 
mity of  Afia  Minor,  and  his  purpofe  to  crofs 
the  fea,  and  vifit  Greece,  was  fuggefted  to 
him  by  a  vifion,  in  which  a  man  of  Macedo- 
nia appeared  to  him,  and  intrcated  him  to  go 
and  help  them.  Accordingly,  JKtt  and  his 
company  went  firft  to  the  ifl'and  Saihothrace, 
and  then,  landing  oh  the  COrttihent  at  Nca- 
poiis,  they  proceeded  to  Philippi,  the  metro- 
polis of  that  part  of  Macedonia,  ind  a  fto- 
mah  colony.  Having  wailed  a  few  days, 
they  went  on  the  fabbath  to  k  ^latft  by  the 
Sriver  fide,  whither,  for  want  ptthapi  of  a 
proper  fynagbgue,  the  jewsuftd  to  refdrt  for 
J)rayer.  At  this  place  the  womien  particu- 
larly attended,  and  iconviert  being  made  of  a 
*  Wom^h  whofe  name  Was  Lydia,  a  fellelf  of  puf- 
t)le  (which  being  a  Valuable  comitiodity  at 
that  time,  implies  fome  degree  of  opulence  in 
thofe^  who  vended  it)   (he  prevailed  upon 
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Pkid  aiid  his  feornpanions  to  go  into  her  houfc, 
and  etttertained  them  fotnt  days  ♦. 

In  this  place  Paul  brought  himfelf  and  his 
companidns  into  difficulty  by  a  moft  benevo- 
lent rtiiracle.  Ah  infane  woman,  thought  to  be 
pdflefled  by  a  fpirit  which  enabled  her  to  tell 
fottuhes,  and  who  by  that  means  had  been 
the  fource  of  great  gains  to  fome  perfons 
whofe  flave  (he  was,  frequently  (houting  af- 
ter Paul  and  his  friends,  and  calling  thend 
•(what  flic  had  probably  heard  of  themfelves^ 
brothers)  the  felrvants  of  the  moft  high  God> 
whd  wcr*  feotne  to  fhew  them  the  way  of  fak 
vati«ik|  Patfl  (feelMg,  no  doubt,  a  divine  ^m- 
cpvlfe)  pronounced  her  cured  in  the  name  of 
|cfu6  Ghrift ;  on  which  (ht  was  inftaritly  rei. 
fbred  to  her  right  mind*    The  gains  of  thik 
poor  flave's.hiaftej^s  Vani(hihg  with  her  difor- 
dfcr,  they  vrttt  fo  provoked,  that,  feizing  Paul 
and  Silas,  and  perfuading  the  magiftrates  that» 
being  Jews,  they  were  introducing  foreign 
cuftoms,  forbidden  by  the  Roman  laws,  they 
j[)rocured  ah   order  to  have   them  Severely 
fcourgied,  and  put  in  prifon. 

9o  far  was  this  unjuft  and  cruel  treitmetit 
ftom  being  felt  as  ah  affliiflion  by  Paul  and 

hik  eonipanioh,  that  thou^  they  were  not 
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only  Confined*  by  waUs>  but  were ;  farther  fe- 
cured  by  having  their  feet  put  in  the  flocks^ 
they  fpent  the  night  in  finging  praifes  to  God^ 
It  pleafed  the  divine  being,  however,  to  effeft 
their  deliverance  in  a  nairaculous  manner,  and 
by  that  means  to  procure  great  refpedt  to  the 
chriftian  caufe  in  this  city,  the  firft  in  which 
the  gofpel  had  been  preached  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Greece.    For  at  midnight  there  was  a 
great  earthquake,  attended  with  the  opening 
of  the  doors  of  the  prifon*  and  what  wasr  in- 
finitely more.  extrtfQhiinaryrHthc  loofing  of  ;the 
bonds  by  which  the  prifoneps  wcr§  coqJ5ncdv.- 
The  keeper  of  the  piifoti,  awaked  by:  the 
earthquake,  and  feeing  the  prifon  doors  o^en, 
drew  his  fword,  and  was  gojng  to  kill  himr 
felf,  rather  than  ftiff^r  an  ignominious  deatli 
for  the  ne^kd:  of .  bifi  duty,  with  Svhich,  he, 
no  doubt,  apprehended   that    be  ihould  be 
charged ;  but  Paul,  perceiving  his  intention, 
called  out  to  him  aloud,  telling  him  they  were 
all  fafe.    Thus  encouraged,  he  got -a  lights 
^nd  ran  into    the  place;   and   being  much 
terrified,  though  pleafed  to  find  ;that  what 
Paul  had  faid  was  true,  he  fell  at  their  feet, 
and  having   probably  hesird  them    preach, 
and  been  fomewjhat  impreffed  by:  jheir  di£- 
courfe,  and  bein^noiy  convinced  of  the  pre- 
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fence  of  God  with  them,  he  eagerly  a(ked 
what  hejhoulddo  to  be  faved.  Whether  hyfaU 
vation  he  meant  the  happinefs  of  a  future 
ftate  or  not,  Paul  underftanding  him  in  that 
fenfe,  replied  that,  if  he  believed  in  Jefus 
Chrift  he  would  be  faved.  Being  afterwards 
more  at  feifure  in  the  houfe  into  which  the 
Jailer  had  taken  his  prifoners,  they  difcourfed 
to  him  more  at  large  concerning  the  chriftian 
religion;  and  he  and  his  family  being  con- 
vinced of  its  truth,  they  were  all  baptized, 
and  fpent  the  remainder  of  the  night  in  great 
joy.  ' 

When  it  was  diy,  the  magiftrates,  reflect- 
ing upon  the  violence  and  irregularity  of  ^heir 
proceedings,  fent  orders  to  releafe  their  pri- 
fonfers ;  biitPaul,  takin>g  advantage  of  his  pri- 
vilege of  a  Roman  citizen;  which  he  inhe- 
rited from  his  father,  replied  that,  as  they  had 
afted  confi^afy  to  the  Romah  law  in  fcourgmg 
a'citizen'^of  Rome,  lie  would  not  leave  the 
place  till  tlifey  waited  upon  hinri  themfelves.* 
At  'this  the^triiigiftrates  were  not  a  little 
alarmed,'  and^-havingcoine,  and  made  their 
acknovi^lcidigriientsvthey  prevailed  upon  them^ 
after  rhuch^ehtreaty,  to  go  away.  Accord- 
ingly^ after  paying  another  vifit  to  Lydia,  and 
encouraging  the  jlifQipyic^i  they  had   made, 
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they  left  Philippii,  and  v^fRng  through  Am- 
phipolis,and  Apollonia;  theycawe  toThcf- 
falonica,  where  there  were  Jews*.  The  rea- 
fon  of  their  making  no  ft^y*  at  either  ef  the 
two  other  places  probably  was  there  being  few 
pr  no  Jews  in  them;  and  at  this  time  Paul 
always  chofe  to  addrefs  himfelf  in  the  firft 
place  to  the  Jews.  And  it  was  a  great  c-onv«ni- 
cnce  to  the  preachers  of  the  gofpel  to  find  re- 
gular places  of  worship,  to  which  a  riumber 
of  perfons  always  reforted,  and  where  they 
themfclves  could  confcientioufly  attend.  A|fo, 
befides  Jews,  curiofity  generally  brought  fome 
of  the  Qen tiles  to  their  fynagogMS. 

At  Theffalonic4  PUf  mifCpnarit?  w?r^  iar 
from  deriving  any  ^dvant^Q  from  tJtejif 
countrymen.  For  ^fter  they  hftd  preiactied 
fome  tinfie,  and  niade  fopie  difppl^^,  t^e  un-r 
believing  Jews  infultcd  them  in  th,e  grcdpfeft 
manner )  affaulting  the  houfe  of  one  Jafmt 
their  friend,  and  endeavouring  to  ^xjcite  the 
common  people  againft  then).  Not  finding 
them  at  the  houfe  of  Jafon,  they  took  him  and 
fome  of  the  difciplcs  tp  the  ntagiftrates,  ac^ 
cufing  them  of  rebellion  againft  the  emperor^ 
in  confequence  of  fetting  up  another  king 
called  Jefus.    At  this  the  rulers  and  the  pco^ 

♦  A^iicvii.  t. 

pic 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
S 


Sec.V.         christian  CHURCJI.  95 

file  were  much  difturbed ;  but  tiqt  entering 
ii\tg  all  the  violence  of  the  profecptors,  they 
contented  themfelvc^  with  taking  fecurity  of 
Jafon  and  the  other  difciples  of  the  place, 
and  thee  difmifled  Paul  and  his  companions* 
Apprehepfive  however,  of  the  malice  of  their 
eaeipies,  they  left  the  place  by  ^ight,  and 
came  tp  B^rea,  where  they  found  the  Jew? 
better  difpofed  than  in  moft  other  places;  for 
(hey  gave  Paul  a  patient  hearing;  and,  as  he 
appeale4  to  the fcriptures,  they  examined  by, 
them  the  truth  of  wha^t  he  advanced ;  and  * 
feertc  they  made  ipany  cpnvert?,  bpth  cjC  Jews 
and  G^e^ks ;  ^d  ai^o^g  them  feveral  women 
of  condition. 

gut  the  Jews  wh9  had  perfccuted  them  at 
7rhfira][o|iic^,  hearing  that  they  were  received 
9|6ere9>  incited  the  compiQ^  people  to  infult 
th^m  the^^  alfo.  In  confequence  of  this,  the 
^ifcipksy  after  makipg  preparations  for  fend- 
ing away  Pai4  by  fea,  cotiduc^ed  him  by  land 
to  Athei^i^,  \while  Silas  and  Timothy  conti- 
nued 9t  Ppre;^,  in^epding  to  follow  him  as  fooi^ 
9«  poff^e  *. 

At  Art^W?  we  find  P^ul  it\  a  fituation  cpn- 
^dtrzhly  4i&^r^nt  fr<^  any  that  he  ^ad  been 
if^\fc{oi^t  ajjd  they  who  have  formed  a  high 
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opinionof  the  learning  which  was  cultivated  in 
that  city,  cannot  but  have  their  curiofity  ex- 
cited to  know  how  he  would  conduft  him* 
felf  there.  Far  from  being  intimidated  by  the 
fame  of  the  learning  of  the  Athenians,  Paul  not 
only  difpu  ted  with  the  Jews  in  their  fynagogues, 
as  in  other  cities,  but  in  places  of  public  con- 
courfewith  any  perfon  that  came  in  his  way. 

After  behaving  in  this  manner  for  fome 
time,  fome  philofophers  of  the  Epicurean 
and  Stoic  fcdls  (of  whom  the  former  made 
pleafure  the  great  end  of  life,  'while  the 
latter  afFedled  to  adl  upon  the  maxinis  of  the 
moft  rigid  morality)  Endeavoured  to  expofe 
him  to  ridicule;  calling  him  an  idle  prater; 
But  that  not  filcncing  hirii,  or  anfwcring 
their  Tpurpfofe,  they  brought  agfltinft^^him*  4 
ferrous  accufation  of  introducing  riev(r  go^s^ 
becaufe  he  preached  about  Jefus  and  the  re-- 
furreiftioh-  In  anfwer  to  this  charge  he  was: 
obliged  to  make  his  defence  before ^He  Areo- 
pagus the  moft  refpeftable  court'Of  judica- 
ture in  that  city,  or  in  all  Greece,  attd  which 
had  cognizance  of  all  matters  <)f-  religion. 
The  judges  of  this  court  fat  bri  benches  of 
ftone  in  the  opeh  air,  and  before  them  Paul 
Was  intefrrogated  concerning  the  newt  dD<Srinci 
which  he  was  chai^gtd.wjth  preaching : 
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As  it  was  a  crime  to  introduce  the  worfhip  of 
any  new  deity,   without  the  authority  of  the 
ftate,  Paul,  with  great  sddrefs,  took  advantage 
of  an  infcription  which  he  ha(l  feen  on  one  of 
their  ahars,  which  was  dedicated  To  the 
UNKNOWN  God,  to  compliment  the  Athe- 
nians on  the  attention  which  they  gave  to 
the  fubjedt  of  religion ;  and  faid  that  the  God 
which  he  preached  to  them,  was  he  to  whom 
they  hadpaid  worfhip,  though  without  having 
fufficient  knowledge  of  hin?,  viz.  the  God 
who  made  the  world  and  all  things  in  it* 
This  God,  he  faid,  unlike  the  other  objedts 
of  their  worfhip,  did  not  dwell  in  temples 
made  by  men,  or  fland  in  need  of  any  fer  vices 
which  they  could  render  him,  fince  he  was  to 
all,  the  giver  of  life,  and  of  every  enjoyment. 
He  added,  that  what  one  of  their  own  poets 
hadfaidof  Jupiter,  viz.  that  mankind  are  his 
offspring,  was  eminently  true  of  this  God; 
and  jhence  he  argued  that,  if  men  are  the  ofF- 
fpring  of  God,   and  refemble  him,  he  could 
-not  be  reprefented  by  fuch  lifelefs  flatues  of 
gold,  filver,orflonej  ^as  thoft  to  which  they 
paid  their  devotions.     He    then,  informed 
them  that,  though  God  had  thought  fit,to  per- 
mit this  improper  worfhip  for  a  time>  he  now 
called  Upon  all  mankind  to  abandon  it»  and 
Vol.1.  H  .  adopt 
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adopt  a  more  rational  fcrvicc  of  him.  He 
farther  alTured  them  that  God  had  fixed  a  day 
on  which  he  would  judge  all  men  according 
to  their  works,  by  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  he  had 
appointed  for  that  purpofe,  and  that  his  di- 
vine million  was  confirmed  by  his  rcfurrcc* 
tion  from  the  dead. 

In  this  part  of  his  difcburfe  Paul  was  in- 
terrupted by  fome  who  laughed  at  the  idea  of 
a  refurred:ion ;  but,  as  far  as  appears,  without 
enquiring  into  the  evidence  that  Paul  could 
have  adduced  for  it.  Others,  however,  ex- 
preffed  a  wifti  to  hear  him  farther  on  this  in- 
terefting  fubjeft,  and  he  was  probably  dif- 
miffed  without  punifhment,  or  cenfure.  At 
Athens,  Paul  made  fome,  though  not  many 
converts.  Among  them »  however,  was  Dio- 
nyfius  a  member  of  the  court  before  which  he 
had  pleaded,  and  a  woman  whofe  name  was 
Damaris*. 

It  is  to  the  honour  of  Athens,  that  Paul  met 
with  no  ill  ufage  there,  but  that  when  he 
thought  proper,  after  being  joined  by  Ti- 
mothy, he  left  that  city,  and  came  to  Corinth, 
where  he  met  with  a  Jew  of  the  name  of  Aqui- 
la,  and  his  wife  Prifcilla,  who  had  left  Rome  in 
confequence  of  Cliudius  having  banilhcdall 

*  Afts  xvii.  34. 
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Jews  from  the  metropolis  of  the  empire** 
This  man  was  a  tent-maker,  and  Paul  having 
been  taught  the  fame  art,  worked  with  hhn, 
and  maintained  himfelf  by  his  laboiin  Here, 
as  in  other  places,  Paul  attended  in  the  fyna- 
gogue  every  fabbath  day,  and  there  labou^f^d 
to  convince  both  Jews  and  Greeks  of  the  truth 
ofthechriftian  religion,  and  that  jfefus  was 
the  proSniifed  Meffiah;  and  Silas  and  Timo^ 
thy  having  joined  him  from  Macedonia,  be 
exerted  himfelf  ftiU  roore^  being  animated 
by  their  fociety.  ^ 

*  Suetonius,  who  mentions  this  baniihment  of  the* 
Jews  from  Rome,  fays  it  was  on  account  of  their  conti- 
nually making  tumults  at  the  inftieation  of  €9ireflU8» 
Vit.  Ckudii.  C  25.     By  this  he  probably  meant. 
Chrift,  and  Dr.  Benion  fuppofes  that  the;  tumults  he 
fpeaks  of  were  fuch  as  were  occaiioned  by  their  violent 
oppofition  to  chriftianity  at  its  introduAioixinlQ  Home^ 
mnilar  to  ihofe  which  thej^  excited  in  other  places  pm 
the  fiime  account.    It  is  indeed  probable  that  chtiF-^ 
tianity  had  been  preached  in  Rome  at  thU  time^  and; 
that  the  zealous  Jews  oppofed  the  inttoduftion  pf  it  i»^ 
equally  probable ;  but  as  fuch  tumults  as  thefe  could 
hardly  be  fo  great  as  to  give  occafion  to  fuch  a  mea« 
furc  as  the  banilhment   of  all  Jews,  chriftiftns  and- 
others,    I    ftiould  rather   think    that  Suetonius,  ii|i 
whofe  time  the  chriftians  made  a  cocifiderable  iigtire; 
^nd  to  whom  Nero  had  afcribed  the  burning  of  ftome^ : 
imagined,  without  any  reafon  for  it,  that  thi3  edi6l  of. 
Claudius  had  a  fimilar  canfe.    Jofephus  takes^no  np- 
tice  of  this  ediA,  and  it  is  evideot  from  the  fubfeauent 
hiftory ,  that  it  was  not  of  long  contimiance,  whpti^t  i^ 
expired  with  the  death  of  Claudius  or  nut. 
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Atlength  the  unbelieving  Jews  were  fo 
much  offended  at  Paul^  andoppofed  him  with 
fo  much  violence,  that  perceiving  they  would 
hear  no  rcafon,  he  folemnly-fhook  his  gar- 
ment' in  their  place  of  public  worfhip,  fay- 
ing, **  Your  blood  be  upon  your  own  heads, 
•*  I  am  innocent  of  your  ruin,  I  Ihall  now 
•*  preach   to  the    Gentiles.**;     Accordingly, 
quitting  the  fynagogue,    he  from  this  time 
made  ufe  of  the  houfe  of  one  Juftus,  a  pious 
Uf^aix,  who  lived  near  the  place.     He  had 
not,  however,  preached  in  vain  before;  for 
Crifpus,  the  chief  ruler  of  the  fynagogue, 
was  converted,  and  many  others  with  him. 
Farther  to  encourage  Paul,  Chrift  appeared  to 
him,  and  bade  him  continue  to  preach  with 
all  boldnefs,  for  that  no  perfon  fhould  hurt 
hiin,  and  that  ibe  had  much  people  in  that  city. 
In  confequencQ  of  this  he  continued  there  a 
year  and  fix  months. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  unbelieving  Jews, 
difturbed,  no  doubt,  at  the  many  converts 
which  Paul  made,  brought  him  before  Gallio 
the  Roman  governor  of  the  province,  accufing 
him  of  teaching  men  to  worfliip  God  in  a 
manner  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Mofes.  But 
when  Gallio  found  that  the  charge  related 
only  to  their  religion,  he  declared  that  he 
4  would 
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wcnild  t«^t;  iaierfere^iiflr  ahy  bufinefs  of  that 
kind^:and.difmiflc4dtfe4!n.  unheard 

1  DuJrmgrFaul'st  r^fi^iftejat  Cgrinth,  he  wrote 
two  epiftlte  tp:  th^jghriftwns  atTheflalpnica, 
from.wJbickpl^e  he  h^d  been  driven  .by;  a 
perfecijtion  which  ha4  PX^^^^ly  extcjaded  to 
his  difciples;  [for  :Tim<^thy  having  joined 
Paul  at  Athens,  had  by  him  been  fent  back  to 
Thcflakmica,  to  cgmfort  them  omder  their 
fUff^rings.  frpm  the  upbelieying  Jews,  ^id  to 
confirm  (fhem  in  th^  feit-h  pf :  the  gq^pel  -f-.  In 
the  firft.of  ;lhe.epiftk$  whiich  -he,  now  wrote 
to  themi'bcfidcs  havirigcthc  fame  objedt  witlj 
his  mcf&gerby^iTimotthy,  he  gaj/e  them  a 
more  paijt^Ur.  account' of. the  chriftian  doc- 
trine :|rf  thciefujrredlion,  which  fomf  oif"  them 
feem  to  have  liiifapprehended.  And  happy- 
it  is  librius  that  tihis  apofUe  had  fuch  an  occa- 
iion  ito  explain  himfelf  fo  fully  on  this  im^ 
portent  fuly eft ,  ;as  "well  a^s  ir^  ,l^i,s  epiftle  to  thp 
CorinthiansLafterwards ;  fipce  -by  this  means 
w!e  arc  ^acquainted  with  f^me  particulars  con- 
o^ming  it,  <)f  which  we  muft  Qther>yifc  have 
bgenignprant.  ...    • 

The  firft  epiftle  to  the  TheffalohiansVwrit- 
ten,A.  D. .  5a,  i§  the  Qldeiji;  wr/lting  ijpw  ex- 
taiit  pf^aiiy  chriftiant  andi  being  uoqueftion- 

-  *Ai^xsiii.  17,  ;!      1 1  ThdT*  iii.  2. 
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ibif  atithefttic,  attd  written  not  long  after, 
but  even  cfuring.  the  time  of  the  tranfadtions 
to  which  It  alludes,  it  fupplies  the  moft  indif- 
putable  evidence  of  feveral  of  thofe  faids 
Ivhidi  are  infeparably  connected  with,  and 
ftcceflkrHy  imply,  the  truth  of  every  thing 
that  iseflentialin  thechriftian  hiftory* 

The  fecond  epiftle  to  the  Theflaloniatis  was 
written  not  many  months  after  the  firft, 
which  appears  to  have  been  very  favourably 
f eceived ;  but  Paul  wrote  this  fecond  in  order 
to  give  thechriftians  of  that  place  fome  farther 
*  idtnonitions,  and  alfo  fome  information  with 
ref^ctft  to  the  miftakefr  which  they  were  ftill 
tmdir,  cfpeciiDy  ais  to  th^  near  approach  of 
the  day  of  judgment;  Both  thefe  epiftles 
abound  with  excellent  moral  precepts,  ex« 
preffed  withgreat  energy,  which  clearly  ihews 
that  the  great  obje^  of  the  preachers  of  the 
gofj^ehh^d  nothing  of  ambition  or  (elfifhnefs 
In  it ;  but  that  it  was  intended  to  refbim  the 
world,  and  to  prepare  men  by  good  difp<^- 
tions  and  good  conduit  in  this  life,  for  the 
proper  employment  and  happine&  of  an« 
Other; 

*  t^i6tti  C<>nrtth  ?dfo  it' is  probable  ihat  Paul 
iVrotfc  the  ipiftlc  to  the  churches  of  Oalatfei, 
wbiph  had  bwn  troubled  by  foBw  Jfewilh 
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converts,  who  had  conceived,  and  endea-> 
voured  to  propagate,  prejudices  againft  his 
authority,  and,  who  had  inculcated  thfe  nettU 
fity  of  the  Gentile  converts  conforming  to 
circumcifion,  and  all  the  inftitutions  of 
Mofes.  On  this  account  Paul,  in  this  epif-* 
tie,  enlarges  on  the  evidence  of  hi(  apoilo-^ 
lical  authority,  as  what  he  had  received  from 
Chrift  himfelf,  and  not  from  the  other  apof- 
tles.  This  he  ihews  by  a  fuccindt  account  df 
his  hiftory;  and  he  endeavours  by  a  vjiriety  of 
arguments  to  keep  thofe  to  whom  hd  writes, 
firm  in  the  profeilion^and  pradlice  of  the  pure 
gofpel  of  Chrift,  unadulterated ;  wit!h  any 
mixture  from  the  inftitutions  of  Mofes,  as 
they  were  not  obligatory  upbfa  thfe  Qentfljc 
converts.  He  concludes  this,  as  Avdi  as  his 
other  epiftles,  with  pra<n:ical  admonitioab 
and^chortatiohs. 

If  the  epiftle  to  Titus  was  wUtteii,  as  Dr; 
Lardner  itippt>fes^  from  Mac^cniia,]n  PauFs 
thiird  journey,  it  is  probabk  thslt  he  vifited 
Gfete  from  Coriiith  at  this  time;  as  he  does 
iMA.ajppi^vevjer  tohayebeen.iieaKTto  Crete 
than  helvasaow,  and  to  Titus  he  had:  com* 
mi4ted  the  icare  of  the  churches  in  that  iftand . 

Paul  continue  at  Corinth  fome  time  after 
this,  and  then  thinking  to  return  to  Syria,  he 
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took  Aquila  and  Prifcilla  with  him  j  and  hav- 
ing fliavedhis  head  at  -Ccnchrca,  the  port  of 
Corinth  (for  he  had  made  fome  voW,  and  fcru- 
puloufly  conformed  to  the  Jewifti  ritual  with 
refpeA  to  it)  he  todk  (hip  there,  and  failed  to 
Ephefus,'  ^here  he  left  his  two  companions. 
As  forhimfelf,  he,  According  to  his  cuftom, 
-attended  the  fynagogue  worfhip  in  the  place, 
and  preached  to  the  Jews  who  reforted  to  it. 
But  though  he  w*s--preffed  to  continue  fome 
timfe^tE^hefus,  hift  declined  it,  alleging  that 
he  muft  of  ncc^ty  *bc  at  Jcrufalcih  at  the  next 
feftivaili  imd  pfomifing  to  return,  if  it  pleafed 
God ;l;ue left' his  fritnds  there,  and' went  by  fea 
toGseiarea.  Having  gone  thence  tojerufa- 
lenlytd  Ihew  his  refpcA  to  the  church  there, 
he  returned  to  Ant ioch- from  which  he  had 
fetbixt*. 

This  was  a  moft  important  journey,  as  by 
means  qf  itithe  knowledge  of  the  goipel  was 
much  extended,  chriftian:  churches  being  now 
planted  in  the  mbft  considerable  cities  of  Aiia 
Minor^  Maqedohia, '  and  Greece ;  and  from 
thefe  cities,  chriftianity  would  foen  fpread 
itfelfto'the  neighbouring  towtw  <:^f  lefs  iitote, 
and  frorti  them  to  the  villigcs;  This  'brings 
the  hiftory  of  chriftianity  Id  A/  D.  53 . ' 
.      '  -  *  AftsxviiK22. 
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S  EG  TiO  N   Vl.    ^    f 

'       ••  :     .     ^    .1       ::   ^.     .      .'^  ,.   r;      J 

PAUL  having  continued  fomb  time  at  An- 
tioch,  but  probably  nof  a  wKoIe  year^ 
fetbuf&ponhis  third  apoftolical  joumejr;  to 
preach  th^  gofpel  iti^Afiax  aiidrGreccej^  and 
having  made  a  regular;  pMfgrefs  through  Ga- 
latia,  attd  Phrygia,he(ttme>M''Ephfefus,  where 
he  had  Ifeft  Aquila  attd  ftifdilai  and  where, 
in  his  abfence,  hiad  b^ea'Aj^ollos,  a  Jgw  of 
Alexaridria,  very  eloqiftnt  and  well  verfed  in 
the  'fcrfptures,  but  only  acquainted  with  the 
preaching' attd  baptifi*!  of  John;  fill  by  Aquila 
and'Prifdiiahffe  wa^  informed  of -the  dodrine 
of  Chnft.'  ^'Being  'difpoftd  to  pttfs  intd 
Achaia  the^  difti pfes  rCdOmtftended  :them  to 
theirbrethreti  tberfe,  aiidfie  wasbf  great  ufe 
in  that  country,  ih  ftreiigtfc^iliflg  ffcfe  beiievers, 
and  making  converts  attld!^  the  Je^Vs;  con- 
vincing tHehnt  from  th6fcriptures  that  Jefus 
was  thd^^  M^ffiah.  ApoUw  was  at  .Corinth 
when  Paul  arrived:  at  j^p^c^fits; 

Here 
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Here  Paul  meeting  with  a  company  of 
twelve  men,  befides  women,  who  like  Apol« 
los,  had  been  bapciared by  John,  but  wereim- 
acquainted  with  the  dodtrine  of  Chrift,  he 
inffarttded  theni  in  it,  and  baptized  them  in 
the  name  of  Chrift.  After  this  Paul  laid  his 
hands  on  them,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  came 
upon  them,  fo  thaittheyfpakc  with  tongues, 
and  prophcfied** 

At  Ephefus,  PauL  as  he  had  dpne  at  other 
places,  began  with  reforttng  to  the  Jewiih  fy^ 
nagogue,  and  preachiiig  tJbere,  which  he  now 
did  for  about  three  months ;  but  this  being 
attended  with  muidht  Ivranglingv  he  quitted 
that  place,  and  taught  in  the  ibhdol  of  one 
Tyrannus,  probably  a  hetilhen.philofopher. 
and  pexhaps  converted  by  hid[K  Here  Paul 
continued  two  years ;  and  praochingin  the 
neighbouring  cities  as  well  as  M  jBphefus,  all 
the  country  of  Afia  properly  fo  called  had  an 
opportunity  of  beiiig  w«U  ac^ua&ftted  with  the 
principles  of  the  chriftian  rehgionji  It  pleaied 
the  divine  Being  alfo,  upon  this  occafion,  to 
add  the  fan£tion  of  miracles  in  a  very  diftin« 
guiihing  manner  to  the  preaching  of  Paul ;  fo 
that  eVun  when  the  handkerdhiefs  and  aprons 
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af  fick  perfons  were  brought  to  him,  their dif- 
cafes  were  cured,  and  fome  of  the  pirfons  re* 
lieved  by  him  were  Demcmiacs. 

Somejewifh  exorcifh,  feven  fons  of  one 
Sceva  a  Jew,  and  chief  of  the  prieils,  per- 
ceiving this,  and  thinking  there  muft  be  fonoc 
powerful  charm  in  the  invocation  of  the  name 
of  Jefus,  repeated  it  over  a  demoniac,  faying, 
••  Wc  adjure  thee  by  Jefus  whom  Paul 
•*  preaches/'  But  the  madman^ndt  being 
reftored  to  his  right  mind,  though  diftinguifhi^ 
ing  what  they  faid,  infuked  theni^  and  fell 
violently  upon  them,  faying,  *  *  Jefus  I  know, 
••  and  Paul  I  know,  but  who  are  yc,**  and 
they  did  not  efcape  without  wounds.  Thi6 
event  made  much  noifeinthe  town  and  coun^ 
try,  and  the  fuccefs  of  Paul  and  of  thefe  ex« 
orcifts  being  (6  manifeftly  different,  it  brought 
a^peat  accefiton  of  reputation  to  Paul  ^  atid  was 
the  means  c^gaining  lummany  converts.  At 
the  fame  time  the  inc&acy  and  folly  of  all 
magical  rites  was  fo  apparent^  that  great 
numbers  brought  thdir  books  containing  futii 
fecreCs,  and  burned  them  publicly;  and 
though  tfa^y  might  have  been  fold  ftir  fifty 
thoufand  pieces  of  filver  (?equal  probably  tb 
eight  hundred  pounds)  they  chofc  to  make 
this  facrifice,  rather  than  contribute  to  the 
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fpread  of  fuch  wicKed^^^nd^mifobleyqus  airts 
by  the  fale  of  them  ^,  •  ■  »;,  .n.v-.j 

At  Ephefus  Paul  wafe;  ^p^^d'tiarhf.mtr^ 
fcng'ets  from  Coritith*  whcre^  as  ^vdytaisin 
fiahtia^  attempts  bad'jfaeBn  mad^etoyidTen  his 
authority;- and  i^WTjera Tome  pcrftmBv^diftin- 
^ilhed  hy  their  eloquence,  and  ihjdaftin^.of 
thetx  knowledge,  had  taaght  that  tJaeteHrif- 
tiati  refuryeftion  tA(As'ftbt  a  literal  tiiisng.  from 
the  ^ald;  but  fomiMhingJel^^^  ei^hepiixihange 
-of  life'irid  conduffc;  or*  the;  eiiQaifiotf(Jaiion  of 
the  foul  froni  its  Vrohfinement  in*  the  body. 
Thefe  iperfons;  tbcrefdrie:;!  evidently  held  the 
Gnoftic  opinioirfcj'.anddhis  is^  thelfiifLtimjc  we 
meet  with  themcntibrLof  thcin;  amongxhrif- 
tians.  For  the  philofbpheife  oftbat  age,. be- 
lieving in  the  inherent  evil  nature  of  master, 
and  that  the  foul  was  onlyi  confined  in  the 
bod)r.for'atime,thbughtit  would.be  mojd  con- 
fummately  h^ppyr  rwhiep  it  waSy  difcharged 
from  iti  flefhy  incumbrance,  ^n:!) : 

On  thi^  account.Paul,  in^iis-epifUe^to  tlie 
Corinthians,  afTerts  it  large'^»&.irbaiity  of  a 
proper  refurred:ion,ia  imitatidni«of  that  of 
Chrift,  on  whichf  thcwholel  of  thej  cl^riflian 
fcheme  depended  J  jaiTuring  theiq  ithat  that 
which  was  committed  jtoithq  grasite.Wiiuld  rife 
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again-,ibiit  Aattgedinit^fiatujojand  pitopoertics, 
from  mortal  to  immortal,  from  corruptible  to 
fhrorruptible,  from  eartFily  to  heavtenly;  He 
alfo  anfwearairariety)  oXiqueftions  which  they 
Itadpfbpiotedftd  him-l-ehdng  to  the-  Lord^s 
fupper,  fpititualgifps,  marriage  (which  their 
Gfioftic  teachersf  had  'cofifiderfed  as' a  defile- 
ment )  a*bftaining  from  feafts  in  honour  of  idols, 
which  fotneof  them  thought  to  be  very  inno- 
cent, and  frorii  fornication,  which  the  religion 
of  the  heathens  countenanced  on  thofe  occa- 
fions ,  ahdto  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  luxuri- 
ous city  of  Corinth  were  remarkably  addifted. 
'Paul's  addrefs  to  them  on  thefe  and  other 
fubjefts,  Ihews  that  ma«y  of  thefe  firft  con- 
verts, though  they  ^efe  convinced  of  the 
ttuth  of  chriftianity,  were  not  immediately 
reformed  by  it,  but  continued  addi<5ted  to  the 
fenfuai'gratifixrations  in  which  they  had  in- 
dulged thenifelves  before,  land  that  it  was  not 
without  difiiciilty  that  they  were  brought  ofF 
from  them ,  And  wie  may  eafily  believe  that 
many  perfons  of  good  fenfe,  and  competent 
judges  of  evidence,  but  wbofe  lives  and  mo- 
ral characters  were  far  firom  being  irreproach- 
able, might  be,  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
chriftianity,  but  that  it  would  be  fome  time 
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before  it  effeded  a  reformation  of  their  con- 
duft. 

In  thifi  epiftle  PauIalfoafTerts  liis  ownapof- 
tolical  authority,  and  endeavours  to  make 
the  Corinthian  converts  think  lefs  highly  of 
the  boafted  eloquence  of  their  new  teacher^, 
who  feem,  like  the  philofophers  and  rheto* 
ricians  of  thofe  times,  to  have  received  money 
for  their  harangues.  He  therefore  ihews  the 
difierence  between  his  owncondud:  and  the|rs 
in  that  refped. 

From  Ephefus,  Paul  fent  Timothy  and 
Eraftus  before  him  into  Macedonia,  as  he  in« 
tended  to  go  that  way  into  Achaia,  which  he 
had  done  before.  His  farther  view  was  to 
return  to  Jerufalem,  and  in  another  journey  to 
go  as  far  as  Rome.  But  while  he  continued 
at  £phefus,  in  the  abfence  of  Timothy  and 
Eraftus,  there  was  a  great  tumult  in  the  city, 
occafioned  by  one  Demetrius,  and  otheirs  who 
made  what  are  c^ltdjilver  Jhrines  for  Diana, 
a  goddefs  who  was  worshipped  in  a  magnificent 
temple,  and  with  great  pomp,  at  Ephefus. 
Thcfe  people,  feeing  the  great  progrefs  that 
Paul  ^nd  his  companions  made  in  converting 
tRe  people  to  chriftianity,  and  confcquently 
bringing  them  off  from  the  worihip  of  Diana, 
I  clearly 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SecVL       christian  church.  Ill 

dearly  forcfaw,  if  they  did  not  already  feel,  a 
great  diminution  of  their  profits. 

In  this  tumult  two  of  Paul's  friends,  Gaius 
and  Ariftarchus,  who  were  of  Macedonia, 
werefeized,  and  carried  into  the  public  thea- 
tre ^  and  on  this  Alexander,  a  Jew  (being  pro- 
bably a  good  fpeaker,  and  a  man  of  fome  in- 
fluence in  the  place)  was  brought  by*  bis  bre- 
thren into  the  theatre,  to  endeavour  to  appeafe 
the  multitude;  but  the  authors  of  the  tumuh 
prevented  him   by  inccflantly  fliouting,  as 
they  had  done  fome  time  before,  Great  is 
Diana  of  the  Ephejians.    However,  the  chief 
magiftr^Lte  in  the  place  infifting  upon  being 
heard,  reproved  the  people  for  the  difturb- 
ance  that  had  been  made,  which  he  faid  was 
altogether  unjuftifiable,  as  they  had  no  crime 
to  lay  to  the  charge  of  Paul  or  his  friends; 
adding,  that  if  they  had  any  juft  accufation 
againft  them  they  fhould  be  heard  in  a  re- 
gular affembly.    By  this  means  an  end  was 
put  to  the  tumult,  and  prcfently  after  Paul 

left    Ephefus,   and  went,  as    he  had    pro- 
pofed,  to  Macedonia,  leaving  Timothy,  who 

had  arrived  before  he  fct  out*. 

From   Macedonia,    Paul  wrote   his   firft 

epiftle  to  Timothy,  to  whom  he  had  intruded 

*  AAsxx.  I. 
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the  care  of  the  church  of  Ephefus;.  and  from 
this  epiftlc  it  appears  that  this  church  was 
then  infedled  with  the  Gnoftic  do<5lrines^  by 
perfons  pretending  to  fcience  and  philofophy, 
who  defpifed.  the  plain  preaching  of  Paul. 
He  therefore  urges  Timothy  ftremioufly  to 
oppofethe  progrefs  of  thofe  opinions,  and 
he  gives  him  many  excellent  advices  relating 
to  the  condud:  of  himfelf,  and  of  the  church 
which  was  committed  to  his  care. 

It  is  alfo  fuppofed  that  Paul  wrote  at  this 

time  his  epiflle  to  Titus ;  and  as  it  is  very 

'  fimilar  totheepiftle  to  Timothy,  it  is  evident 

that  the  cburches  in  Crete  muft  have  been  in 

the  fame  ftate  with  that  at  ,Ephefus,:  gnofti- 

cifm.  having  been  introduced  there,  as  well  as 

into.other  churches.  Fot  that  being  the  philo- 

fophy  of  the  times,  the  converts  who  had  made 

profeflion  of  it,  would  naturally  be  inclined  to 

mix  their  peculiar  tenets  with  the  chriftian 

dodtrines.  When  Paul  wrote  to  Titus,  he  pro- 

pofed  to  pafs  the  winter  ;in  Nicopolis,  and 

urged  him  to  come  to  him  thither*, ;     , 

From  Macedonia  it  is  probable  that  Paul, 
at  this  time,  paffed  into  lUyricum,  and  that 
before  he  left  this  country,  or  Macedonia,  he 

*  I  am^by  no  means  fatisfiedabout  the  time  in  which 
Paul  wrote  his  epiftle  to  Titus.  - 

wrote 
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wrote  his  fecohd.  cpiftk  to  the  Corinthians* 
He  had  been  very  anxious  about  the  reception 
of  his  former  epiftle,  which  had  been-  fent  by 
Titus,  who  was  to  have  met  him  at  Troas^ 
after  he  left  Ephefus,  but  who  did  not  join 
him  till  he  arrived  in  Macedonia.  Here  Ti- 
tus gave  Paul  fuchari  account  of  the  fituation 
of  things  ati.  Corinth,  and  of  the  efFedt  of  his 
forftier  epiftle;,  as  gave  him  great  encou- 
ragcment,  though  he  faw  fufficient  reafon  to 
write  a  fecond  epiftle  before  he  went  to  that 
city  in  perfon.  This  alfo  was  fent  by  Titus> 
who  returned  to  Corinth,  in  order  to  promote 
a  colledion  for  the  poor  chriftians  at  Jerufa-^ 
lem.  In  this  fecond  epiftle  Paul  explains 
himfelf  farther  with  rcfpedt  to  fome  fubjedts  . 
of  which  he  had  treated  in  the  former.  Hd 
alfo  enforces  his  admonitions  againft  thit 
Gnoftlc  teachers,  by  whom  that  church  had 
been  milled. 

Paul,  having  preached  with  much  aiSduityi 
at  length  departed  from  thcfe  northern  re- 
gions, and  arrived  in  Greece  properly  fo  called^ 
A.  D.  58;  his  chief  objeft  being  Corinth. 
Here  he  ftayed  three  months,  and  finding  him^ 
fclf  at  leifure,  wrote  a  large  epiftle  to  the 
chriftians  at  Rome.  It  does  not  appear  who 
had  preached  chriftianity  in  this  city;  but  as 
Vox.L  I  there 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1X4         THE  HISTORY  OF  THE        Per.I. 

there  was  a  perpetual  concourfe  of  people,  of 
alldefcriptions»  from  all  parts  of  the  empire 
to  the  metropolis,  nothing  could  be  tranfadled 
in  the  moft  diflant  provinces  that  would  not 
foon  be  known  there;  and  chriftians,  as  well 
as  others,  having  bufinefs  in  Rome,  their  zeal 
would  naturally  prompt  them  to  communicate 
to. others  what  they  were  acquainted  with, 
and  yalued,  themfelyes.    Alfo,  many  perfons 
being   converted   to   chriftianity.at   Rome, 
would  make  more  converts  on  their  return  to 
thofe    provinces    to   which  they  belonged. 
Thus  the  vaft  extent  of  the  Roman  empire, 
which  comprehended  almoft  all  the  civilized 
part  of  the  world,  was  a  circumftancc  exceed- 
ingly favourable  to  the  fpeedy  propagation  of 
fhe  gofpeL  Itis^alfo  a  circumftancc  peculiarly 
favourable  to  the  evidence. of  chriftianity, 
that  it  took  the  deepeft  root  in  the  moft  civi- 
lized and  learned,  and  confequently  the  moft 
inquiiitive,  part  of  the  world* 
«    It  appears  from  this  epiftle  that  they  were 
Jews  who  were  moft  a<3:ive  in  preaching  the 
^ofpelat  Rome,  and  that  there  as  well  as  in 
Qther  places  they  had  inculcated  their  pecu- 
rliar  prejudices  in  conjunction  with  it*     For 
they  had  endeavoured  .to  impofe  the  yoke  of 
.the  Mofaic !  inftitutions  upon   the    Gentile 
;        ,  ..  .chriilians 
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chriftians  there;  and  it  was  chiefly  with  a 
view  to  corredl  this  error,  that  Paul,  who 
juftly  confidered  himfelf  as  the  apoftle  of  the 
C^ntiks,  arid  cdnfequently  the  affertor  of  theif 
fights,  "wrote  this  epiftle,  Fof  this  k  the 
great  objeft  of  it.  At  the  fame  tinrie,  how- 
ever, he  endeavours  to  give  thoft  to  whom  hd 
writes  a  very  high,  but  a  ftfidlly  juft  idea  of 
the  value  of  chtiftiarilty,  aS  offpofed  to  tha 
heathenifh  f ites  iri  which  they  had  been  edu- 
cated, arid  in  which  the  moft  unnatural  Vices 
had  been  pradliced.  In  oppofitidn  to  evefy 
thing  of  this  kind,  he  ftrorigly  iriculdaltes  thd 
excellent  moral  precepts  of  chriftianity;    . 

At  Corinth,  as  well  as  in  other  places,  thd 
unbelieving  Jews  did  Paul  every  ill  office  iri 
their  power.  At  this  time,  they  even  laid 
wait  fdr  hirri,  prdbdbljr  intending  to  miirdef 
hint  j  btit  hd  efcaped  froxil  them  by  gdirigfirft 
to  Macedonia-  wheteas  Ihfey  hatd  imagined 
that  he  would  go  direcftly  to  Syria,  and  had, 
no  doubt,  laid  their  plan  accordingly.*  Ini 
Macedonia,  Paul  was  joined  by  Sopater*'of 
Berea,  Ariftatchus  and  Secundus  of  Theffa-i 
lonica,  Gaius  of  Derbe,  and  Timothy.  Therd 
were  alfo  with  hinEi  from  Afia,  Tychicus  and 
l^rophimus;  All  thefe  perfons  going  ^foft?,- 
w^aited  for  him  (who  was  accompanied  by 

i  2  Luke 
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Luke)  at  Troas,  where  he  arrived, after  fpend- 
ing  the  Eaftcrat  Philippi*. 

At  Troas  Paul  and  his  company  fpentfeven 
days,  of  which  the  laft  was  the  Lord's  day; 
and  as  he  was  to.  depart  on  the  morrow,  he 
was  led  to  prolong  his  difcourfeto  the  aflem* 
bled  church  till  midnight;  in  confequence  of 
which,  a  yt)ung  man  of  the  name  of  Eutychus, 
who  had  feated  himfelf  in  a  higher  part  of 
the  building,  being  overcome  with  fleep,  fell 
down,  and  was  taken  up  deadi  but  Paul  pray* 
ing  over  him,  he  was  pref^ntly  reftored  to 
life. .  After  this  interruption,  Paul  continued 
with  the  difciples  till  day-break;  and  having 
received  th€  communion  with  them,  he  de- 
parted. 

From  Troas  Paul  went  on  foot  to  Aflbs, 
where  his  friends,  who  had  gone  thither  by 
fea,  took  him  in,  and  proceeded  to  Mytelene. 
When  they  were  come  to  Miletus,  Paul,  who 
was  determined  not  to  make  any  ftay  in  Afia, 
left  he  (hould  be  prevented  from  arriving  at 
Jerufalem  at  the  time  that  he  had  fixed,  fent 
for  the  elders  of  the  church  of  Ephefus,  and 
addreffcd  them  in  a  moft  afFcdlionate  and  ex- 
cellent fpcech;  in  which  he  recited  the  par- 
ticulars of  his  own  condud  among  them,  and 

*  A6ls  XX.  6, 
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exhorted  them  to  imifate  him  in  their  care  of 
the  church.  After  concluding  with  prayer, 
they  parted  from  ^ach  other  with  many  tears, 
efpecially  as  Paul  had  toid  them,  that  they 
muil  not  expeft  to  iee  him  any  more*. 

Paul  and  his  company  then  proceeded  on 
their  voyage,  and  at  length  arrived  at  Tyre, 
whither  the  (hip  they  .were  in  was  bouncf. 
There  tKey  found  chriftians  with  whom  they 
ftiayed  feven  days;  and  here  fome  who  had 
the  fipirit  of  prophecy  warned  Paul  not  to  go 
tajtrufalem.  Blit  without  attending  to  the 
aditionitien,  he  took  leave  of  them  as  he  had 
done  of  the  elders' of  Ephcfus;  and  with  every 
mark  of  affeiftiori,  and  with  a  great  crowd  of 
women  and  children^^,  they  accompanied  him 
to  the  fhip.  They  rrext  proceeded  to  Ptole- 
mais,  where  they  ftayed^ne  day>  and  the  day 
after  they  arrived  at  Caefarea,  where  they 
were  received  by  Philip  the  evangelift,  the 
fame  who  had  converted  the  eunuch  of 
Ethiopia.  He  had  four  daughters  who  were 
prophetefles.       ' 

Here  Paul  and  his  friends  continued  fomc 
time;  having  it  now  in  their  power,  without 
the  uncertainty  attending  a  paffage  by  fea,  to 
proceed  to  Jerufalem  whenever  they  pleafed; 

•  Afts  XX.  38. 
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jtnd  while  they  continued  here  there  came 

from  Jerufalem  the  fameAgabus,  who  had 

foretold  the  famine  in  the  time  of  Claudius  • 

He,  in  imitation  of  the  ancient  prophets » 

who  often  expreffed  the^felves  by  fymbols, 

caufed  himfelf  to  be  bound  hand  and  foot 

withPaurs  girdle,  and  faid  that,  in  the  fame 

manner,  would  the  Jews  of  Jerafalem  bind 

the  owner  of  that  girdle,  and  deliver  him  into 

the  hands  of  the  Gentiles^    On  this  all  the 

company  earpeftly  entreated  Paul   that    he 

would  not  proceed  to  Jerufalem;  but  he t  with 

^  noble  magnanimity,  replied,  t^at  he  wa$ 

feady  nof  only  to  be  bpun^,  bpt  alfp  to  fufFer 

death  at  Jerufalem  in  thecaufeof  Chrift,  A^^^f 

this  they  ufed  no  farther  intreaties,  but  with 

the  fame  refignation,  izid^tbe  w^lUfGodbedme^ 

Then  being  joined  by  Mnafonj'anold  difciplp 

pf  Cyprujj,  apd  other  ichriftians  of  Caefare^, 

they  wept  tpget|ier  tp  Jerufalem;  when  thejir 

feIlo\y  chrifti^s  received  them  >vith  joy^. 

Tfhis  wa^at  peptecpft,  A.D.  58,  eight  years 

before  the  conimencement  of   the  famous 

Jcwiftxwar, 

fAftsxxi.  i7» 
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S  Ee  TI  O  N    VII. 

From  Paulas  covfinement  at  "Jerufalem  to  his  arrU 
valat  Rome  J  A.  D,  6 1 ,  and  his  employment  there. 

THE  day  after  Paurs  arrival  at  Jerilfalem 
he  w«nt  to  James,  and  the  elders  of  the 
church ;  and  when  he  had  given  them  an  ac- 
count of  his  fuccefs  in  extending  the  know- 
ledge of  thegofpel,  they  rejoiced  at  it;  but 
informed  him,  that  there  were  many  thou- 
fands  of  the  Jewifli  chriftians  at  Jerufalem, 
exceedingly  zealous  for  the  obfervancc  of 
the  law,  who  had  heard  that  he  had  taugHt 
even  the  Jews  in  Gentile  countries  to  aban- 
don the  inftitutions  of  Mofes,  and  difcon- 
tjnue  the  circumcifing  of  their  children.    In 
order  to  refute  this  calumny,  they'  advifed* 
bim  to  fhew  his  conformity  to  the  law  by  the 
public  obfervance  of  fomc  of  its  rites.    Ac-' 
cordingly^  he  accompanied  four  men  who" 
had  a  vow  on  them,  and  purified  hirrifelf: 
along  with  them,  by  facrifice§  and  othclr  ce-i 
rernobics.    This  would  have  taken  up  feven 
days,  but  before  they  were  expired,  fomc: 
Jews  ftom  Afia,  feeing  him  in  tlje  temple»j 
caufed  him  to  be  apprehended  in  a  tumultu* 
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ous  manner,  alleging  that  wherever  he  had 
been  he  had  taught  things  contrary  to  the 
people  of  the  Jews,  the  law,  and  the  temple^ 
and  likcwife  that  he  had  brought  Greeks  into 
the  temple,  and  had  thereby  polluted  that 
holy  place*.  For  they  had  feen  him  in  the 
city  accompanied  by  Trophimus  an  Ephcfian, 
a*^d  took  it  for  granted  that  he  had  taken 
him  into  the  temple. 

.  In  this  tumult,  in  which  a  great  part  of  the 
city  w«UB  involved,  Paul,  would  have  been  de- 
ftroyod^if  Lyfiaa,  the  Roman  governor  of  the 
city  had  not  refcucdhirh.  Rethought  it  ne- 
ceffary,  however,  to  fecure  him  by  binding 
hita,  and  ordering  him  to  be  lodged  in  a  caf- 
tle  adjoining  to  the  temple.  But  the  tumult 
ftill  continuing  as  they  were  carrying  him 
away,  Paul  aflkcd  leave  to  fpeak  to. the  people. 
Onthisrthe  governor,  probably  hearing  him 
fpeak  in  Greek,  cxpreffed  fome  flirprize  at  it, 
having  fuppofcd  that  he  might  have  been  an 
Egyptian^  who  fometimc  before  had  made  a 
fd^cllion  in  the  country  5  but  Paul  told  him 
that  be  was  a}ew,  and  a  dtizen  ofTarfus. 

.  Having  leave  to  fpeak,  Paul  addrefled  the 
multitude' in  Hebrew,  and  in  a  fpeccbof  ccmfi* 
dcntblcleDgth^gavethpmanaccbttntof  his  hif- 
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tarjr  and  convcrfion  to  chriftianity  •  But  when 
he  came  to  fpeakof  his  being  fent  to  the  Gen- 
tiles, his  audience  were  not  able  ^o  reftrain 
themfelves  any  longer,  but  exclaimed  againft 
him  as  aperfonnot  fit  to  live*.    On  this  the 
governor  commanded  him  to  be  brought  into 
the  cafUe,  and  was  jproceeding  to. examine 
him  by  torture,  and  had  him  bound  for  that 
purpofe,  when  Paul  informed  them  that,  be* 
ing  a  Roman  citizen,  they  could  not  legally 
fcourgchim.   This  intimidated  the  governor, 
who  therefore  contented  himfelf  with  bring* 
iiig  Paul,  unbound^  the  next  day  before  the 
Jcwifh  fanhedrim. 

Twenty-three  years  had  now  elapfed  fine* 
Paul  had  been  in  the  confidence  of  the  pbief 
rulersof  his  country,  and  employed  by  th^min 
theperfeoitionof  the  chriftians,  fothat  at  this 
time  many  of  them  muft  have  been  unknown 
to  him,  and  among  thefe  perhaps  was  the 
high-prieft  Ananias.  For  whtn,  upon  his 
declaring  his  innocence,  this  fupreme  magif«- 
trate  irregularly  and  unjuftly  ordered  a  perfott 
toftrikehim;  being  provoked,  but  not  ina 
timidated,  he  replied  **  God  ihall  fmite  thet 
**thou  whited  wall,  for  fitting  to  judge  me 
^'  according  to  the  law,  and  commanding  me 

*  Afts  xxii.  22. 
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•'  to  be  fmittcn  contrary  to  the  law;**  and  b.c- 
ing  reproved  for  it,  as  reviling  God's  high- 
prieft,  he  faid  that  he  did  not  know  that  he 
was  the  high-prieft. 

This  intrepid  behaviour  of  Paul  might  per- 
haps difpofe  his  judges  to  refped:  him  more 
than  they  had  done.  The  court,  howevefr, 
appears  to  have  been  more  compofed  after 
this  irregular  proceeding/  and  Paul,  having 
the  prcfence  of  mind  to  view  his  judges  with 
attention,  and  recoUedling  many  of  them,  per- 
ceived that  fome  of  them  were  Sadducees  and 
others  Pharifees^;  and  hoping  to  divide  them, 
and  to  avail  himfelf  of  their  difference  of  opi- 
hion,  he  cried  out  that  he  was  a  Pharifec,  and 
^he  fon  of  a  Pharifee ;  and  that  it  was  for  hold- 
ing the  dodlrineof  the  Pharifees,viz.  the  re- 
furreftiori  of  the  dead,  that  he  was  brought 
before  them.  This  produced  the  effeiSk  that  he 
wifhed.  For  the  Pharifees  took  his  part,  fay- 
ing, it  was  pofTible  that  an  angel,  of  a  fpirit 
(the  exiftence  of  which  the  SadduCees  denied) 
jnight  have  fpoken  to  him;  and,  perhaps  rc- 
coHed:ing  the  advice  of  Gamaliel  on  a  fimilar 
occafion,  they  faid  that  they  ought  not  to  fight 
againft  God.  The  governor  feeing  this  divi- 
sion, and  the  tumult  which  it  produced;  and 
fearing  left  his  prifoner  Ihoiild  be  torn  in 
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pieces  among  them,  fent  foldiers,  and  took 
him  by  force  into  the  caftle.  The  night  fol- 
lowing this,  Jefus  appeared  to  Paul,  and  en- 
couraged him ;  telling  him  that  as  he  had  borne 
his  teftimony  to  him  in  Jerufalem,  he  (hould 
do  the  fame  in  Rome  *. 

The  next  day^  the  unbelieving  Jews  beings 
exceedingly  cxafperated  againft  Paul,  more 
than  forty  of  them  bound  themfelves  withan 
oath ,  not  tp  eat  or  drink  till  they  ha4  killed  him . 
This,  however,  came  to  the  knowledge  of  afon 
of  Paul's  fifter,  and  he,  by  application  to  the 
governor  prevented  the  execution  of  their  de- 
fign.  For  Lyfias  imipediately  fent  him  un- 
der a  ftrong  guard  to  Caefarea,  the  refidence  of 
the  Roman  prefect  Felix,  with  a  letter,  in-r 
forming  him  of  the  reafons  why  he  had  fent 
him ;  that  Jie  did  not  perceive  that  he  was 
charged  with  any  offence  of  a  civil  nature,  but 
that  he  had  acquainted  his  accufers  that  they 
might  carry  their  complaints  to  his  tribunal; 
/VccQrdingly  Felix  ordered  him  tQbc  confined, 
lill  his  accufers  (houjd  appear  againft  him+* 

Five  days  after  this,  Ananias'  the  high- 
prieft  himfelf,  with  other  leading  men  of  the 
Jews,  came  to  Caefarea,  and  employed  an 
pr^tojr  of  the  name  of  TertuUus  to  open  the 

f  Afts  xxiii.  II.  't  A6lsxxiii.  35. 
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charge  againfl  Paul.'  It  confifted  of  three  ar-- 
tides,  viz.  that  he  was  a  mover  of  fedifion 
through  all  the  world,  that  he  had  prophaned 
the  temple,  and  that  he  was  a  ringleader  of  the 
feA  of  the  Nazarenes.  To  this  Paul  replied^ 
that  with  refpedl  to  the  two  firft  articles,  they 
could  not  prove  what  they  had  alleged;  that 
he  had  raifed  no  tumult,  that  they  had  not  evcft 
found  him  difputing  with  any  perfon,  and 
that  in  the  temple  he  was  performing  the 
ufual  rites  of  purification  together  with  other 
Jews  from  Afii;  but  he  acknowledged  that 
according  to  thefeA  which  his  enemies  calkd 
herefy^  he  did  worfhip  the  God  of  his  fathers^ 
believing  efpecially  the  jrefurredion  of  the 
dead,  in  the  faith  of  which  he  endeavoured  to 
a6l  with  good  confcience  towards  God  and 
man.  Felix,  perceiving  the  malice  of  Paul's 
profecutors,  and  the  infufficiency  of  their 
proofs  with  refpeft  to  the  article  of  feditioh, 
which  was  all  that  he  was  concerned  to  en* 
quire  into,  difmiffed  them  till  the  arrival  of 
LjriiaSi  when  he  faid  he  (hould  have  aft  oppor- 
tunity of  forming  abetter  judgment  in  thecafe. 
in  the  mean  time  he  committed  Paul  to  thfc 
cuftody  of  a  centurion,  but  with  orders  that  all 
his  frinjeds  (hould  have  free  accefs  to  him  *.  •  * 

♦  A6ls  xxiv.  23. 

After 
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After  fome  time  Felix,  accompanied  by  his 
wife DrufiUa  (who  was  fifter  to  king  Agrippa, 
and  a  woman  of  loofe  chara<5ler)  indulged  his 
curiofity  in  enquiring  of  Paul  concerning  the 
thriftian  religion.  But  in  explaining  the  prin- 
ciples of  it  Paul  fpake  with  fo  much  force 
concerning  theduties  of  temperance  and  juf- 
tice,  which  had  been  (hamefully  violated  by 
his  hearers,  and  alfo  concerning  a  future  judg- 
ment, that  Felix  was  fenfibly  moved  by  his 
difcoupfe,  anddifmiffing  him  for  the  prefent, 
faid  that  he  would  fend  for  him  again  when 
he  (hould  have  more  leifure  to  hear  him. 

Felix,  being  an  avaricious  man,  was  not 
without  hope  that  Paulas'  friends,  who  he 
might  perceive  were  very  confiderable,  would 
have  advanced  money  for  his  releafe;  and 
with  this  view  he  often  fent  for  him;  but 
being  difappointed  in  this  expectation,  and 
fearing  the  refentment  of  the  Jews,  to  whom 
he  had  made  himfelf  very  obnoxious,  when 
he  was  fucceeded  in  his  government  by  Fef*. 
tus,  he  left  Paul  a  prifoner*.  Felix  was  a 
man  of  low  cxtradtion,  who  had  been  ad- 
vanced by  the  intereft  of  his  brother  Pallas,  a 
freed  man  jiwhfavourite  of  the  emperor  Clau-? 
dius;  and  when  he  was  accufed  by  the  Jewaf 

•  Aas  xxiv.  27. 
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before  Nero,  who  was  now  emperor,  he  was 
condemned,  but  efcaped  punifhmcnt  by  the 
intereft  of  Agrippina  Nero's  .mother. 

Feftus,  on  his  arrivkl  in  Judca,  wentdircAIf 
to  Jerufalem,  where  he  found  the  high-prieft 
and  the  leading  men  ftill  violent  againft  Paul, 
but  he  referred  them  to^a  public  hearing  at 

.  Csefarea.  Accordingly  they  went  thither  once 
more,  and  were,  as  before,  loud  in  their  ac- 
cufations  of  Paul,  but  incapable  of  proving 
any  thing  on  which  a  fcntence  could  be  paffed 
upon  him.    The  governor,  however,  willing 

=  to  oblige  the  leading  Jews  on  his  arrival  in  his 
province,  propofedto  remove  the  prifoner  to 
Jerufalem,  and  try  him  there.  But  Paul,  tired 
with  thefe  delays,  availed  himfelf  of  his  pri- 
vilege of  a  Roman  citizen,  and  appealed  to 
the  judgment  of  the  emperor;  and  to  this  Fef- 
tus  confented*. 

Soon  after  this  Feftus  was  vifited  by  king 
Agrippa  the  younger,  who  had  fucceeded  his 

/father,  andj^y  his  fifter  Berenice f.    To  thefe 
guefts  the  governor  related  the  cafe  of  his  pri* 

*  A6lsxxv.  12. 

t  This  Berenice  had  been  married  to  her  uncle  He- 

tdd  of  Chalcis,  and  was  at  that  time  fufpeSed  of  having 

ji  criminal  conneaion  with  her  brother.    She  was  after- 

^  wards'  the  great  favourite  of  the  emperor  Titus,  being  a 

woman  of  exquilite  beauty* 

I  foner, 
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foncr,  which  fo  much  excited  the  curiofity  of 
Agrippa,  that  he  exprefled  a  wifli  to  hear 
Paul  himfelf.  To  this  Fcftus  confented  the 
more  willingly,  as,  being  obliged  to  fend  him 
to  Rome,  and  of  courfe  to  give  fome  account 
of  him,  he  hoped  that  by  means  of  this  audi- 
ence he  fhouldbe  able  to  draw  up  a  more  fa- 
tisfadtory  account  than  at  prefent  he  knew 
how  to  do. 

Paul,  being  produced  for  this  purpofe,  ex- 
preffed  much  fatisfadlion  in  having  an  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining  his  principles  before  a 
Jewifh  prince,  who  was  acquainted  with  thofe 
prophecies  to  which  he  (hould  have  occasion 
to  appeal.  Then  proceeding  to  give  an^  ac- 
count of  himfelf,  and  efpecially  of  his  mira- 
culous converfion  to  chriftianity,  Feftus  (who 
being  a  heathen,  was  not  difpofed  to  give 
much  attention  to  accounts  of  miracles,  and 
who  probably  entertained  that  contempt  for 
the  religion  of  the  Jews  which  was  common 
among  perfons  of  rank,  who  had  made  no  en- 
quiry concerning  it)faid  that  he  was  certainly 
out  of  his  fenfes,  and  that  much  ftudy  had 
difordered  his  mind;  fo  that  what  he  had  rc- 
late^d  might  all  have  pafled  in  his  imagination 
only.  But  Agrippa,  who  was  a  believer  in 
miracles,  could  not  fo  readily  deny  this,  and, 

Xi<9 
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no  doubt  confidering  the  circumftances'of  it, 
acknowledged  that  he  was  almoft  perfuadcd 
to  be  a  chriftian.  To  this  Paul  with  great  pre- 
fcnceof  mind,  and  much  politencfs,  replied, 
**  I  would  to  God  that  not  only  thou,  but  alfo 
**  all  that  hear  me  this  day,  were  both  almoft, 
•*  and  altogether,  fuch  as  I  am,  except  thefc 
*•  bonds.**  With  this  the  conference  clofed; 
and  i,t  was  agreed  by  them  all,  that  he  might 
have  been  fet  at  liberty,  if  he  had  not  appealed 
to  the  emperor*. 

Paul,  according  to  his  fentence,  was  fent  to 
Rome  under  the  cufiody  of  a  centurion  named 
Julius,  who  behaved  to  him  with  great  civi- 
lity }  giving  him  leave,  when  they  came  to 
Sidon,  to  land  and  fee  his  friends.  When 
they  had  proceeded  as  far  as  Crete,  it  was  re- 
vealed to  Paul,  that  if  they  went  any  farther, 
at  that  late  fcafon  of  the  year,  it  would  be 
with  great  rifque,  not  only  of  the  fhip,  and 
of  the  lading',  but  alfo  of  their  lives.  How- 
ever, the  centurion  chofe  to  liften  to  the  maf- 
ter  and  owner  of  the  (hip,  and  put  to  fea.  But 
they  were  foon  overtaken  by  a  tempeft,  dur- 
ing which  Paul  told  the  crew,  that  the  fhip 
would  be  loft,  but  all  their  lives  faved;  and 
accordingly  they  with  difficulty  got  to  fliorc 

*  Aas  )cxvi.3a. 
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on  the  ifland  Malta,  the  (hip  being  ftrande^ 
and  dalhedto  pieces  *•  .   v 

On  this  iflaqid  the  fliip wrecked  crew  were 
received  with  grc^at  hpfpitality ;  and  here  it 
pleafed  Gpd  to  diftinguilh  Paul  by  fome  re- 
markable miracles.    As  he  had  got  a  bundle 
of  flicks,  and  was*  laying  them  on  the  fire,  a 
viper,  which  had  not  been  perceived  among 
them,  feeling  the  heat,  fattened  on  his  hand; 
which  led  the  na^iviss  to  imagine  that  he  was 
a  murderer,  who,  though  he  had  not  periflied 
in  the  fhipwreck,  was  now  overtaken  by  di- 
vine vengeance.     But  when  he  fhook  it  off 
without  receiving  any  harm,  they  concluded 
that  he  muftbe  a  god.    What  farther  injpref- 
fion  was  made  on  their  rninds  by  this  extraor- 
dinary circumflancc  does  not  appear ;  but  it 
is  probable  that  it  drew  much  attention  upon 
him.    For  the  father  of  Publius,  the  gover- 
nor of  the  ifland  f  being  ill  of  a.  fever  and  a 
bloody  flux,  Paul  (having  probably  been  feht 
for  on  the  occafioh)  prayed  over  him,  and 
cured  him;  and  upon  this  other  fick  perfons 
were.brought  to  him,  and  were  cured. 

Haying  wintered  in  NJalta,  Paul  and  his 
company    proceeded   early    in    the   fpring 
(A.  D.  6i)  towards  Rpme,  jcalling  at  Syra- 
...       ^.       *  A6i&xxvii.44. 

Vol.  L  K  cufe, 
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ciife,  Rhegium,  and  PutcoK,  at  'whix:h  feft 
place  Paul  found  fomc  diriftSan  brethren, 
and  a^  Appii  foriim  and  the  Three  Tkverns, 
!hc  tvas  rnet  by  fomc  chriftians  from  Rome, 
and'^as  by  tltem  accompanied  thither.  Be- 
ing iioaV  affived  at  the  place  ofliis  dfeftination, 
iie  was  deWVeifed  by  the  cehturibh  to  the  cuf. 
tody  of  *  foldieV,  who  *i^as  dhainedtahJm; 
but  in  other  i^efpeAs  he  was  at  his  liberty, 
•and  tlius  lie  continued  t^o  whole  years,  in  a 
lioufe  which  he  liked,  and  hadn6  reflfkirrt  put 
upo^  hifnwith  refpeO:  to  feeing  b^  i^cfervihg 
anybody;  a  liberty  whit^  we  cannot  doubt 
^e  made'ufeof  in  favouYof  thegb^el. 

Whefn  Paul  had  been  in  Rt)me  three  days, 
liefent  for  <he  chfef  men  among  ¥he  Jews, 
and  gave  thSifti  an*kccount  of  hinofdfe  aftfclbf 
thecaufebf  his  being  fent  thither.  <^  Ais 
a  day  was  fixed  for  a  puMic  hearing  bf  hW*; 
«rid  the  eohfequence  of  it  was,  that  foifle-of 
them ,  as  in  other  plac«>  became  t(m\iem  td 
fchriftianity,  while  the  reft  were  obftinate  k 
thtir  Urtbelief;  fo  that  Paid  iwformsKd  them 
that,  feeing  no  pro^eft  of  m&kln^  anyiffl^ 
preffion  lipbft  them,  he  fliould  appfy  biwfdf 
to  the'Gentiles. 

-   We  have  no  account  of  PauPs  trid  befee 
the  emperor;  but  k  may  be  collected  from 
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the  epiftles  which  he  wrote  from  &dme,  that 
thou^his  friends  defcrted  him  upbn  that 
occafion,  he  was  enabled  to  deliver  himfelf 
with  great  boldnefs ;  and  that  msmy  {^erfons^ 
either  from  what  he  (aid  on  that  occaiion,  or  at 
other  times,  became  converts  to  chriftianity, 
and  among  them  were  feme  of  the  emperor^s 
family.  He  was  probably  referrid  f^ra  far- 
ther hearing,  and  after  two  years  tie  had  his  li-- 
berty  given  him. 

At  Rome,  Paul,  having  leisure  to  write,  as 
well  as  -to  pf  e«ch«  wrote  feveral  valu|l)k  epi<^ 
tles»  as  that  r<>  the  EpheifiaDS^  a  iktssas^  «o  Tiu 
mothy.»!to^e|^hili4)pkas,  to  the  Coioffiati^* 
andtoPhii)9mo«.  He  alfo'wr^te  the  eptilfe  to 
the  Hebmws,  a  little  before.,  oriboin^er,  hiis- 
rekafe.  Contklealiog  tim  number  of  ^piftlds 
which  he  ^wote  &otn  Rome,  it  is  r^Xher  te* 
ndcablethat  heididtidt  write  fomttch  a$  one 
during  his  equally  long  confinement  in  Judea, 
tt  it  daes  mot  aptpearilidt  he  wa«  n!0%  ^  liberty 
towcitae* 

Tte ©bjwft of  the efpiftleto  (he  Ephefikns 
d$  tofflaMi&the  ctffiftiatts  c^  "Ephefiis,  .t0 
nvhom  be  had  pveached  a  longtime,  in  the 
puce  faith  of  the  girfpel,  atod  *o  cotmtcf a<ft  fht 
tndeavouits  of  the  Jewifh  teachers  It)  brfrig 
AemiAtob<mdagetotbete>;^dFMiofe  "Bm 
Kz  *  though 
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-though  it  is  probable,  from  the  firft  epiftle  to 
Timothy,  that  thcfe  Jewifh  teachers  were 
Gnoftics,  there  is  no  direft  reference  to  any- 
peculiar  Gnoftic  opinions  in  this  epiftle. 
What  he  chiefly  labours  is  to  imprefs  the 
minds  of  thofe  to  whom  he  wrote  with  a  juft 
fenfe  of  the  value  of  the  gofpel,  of  the  good- 
ncfs  of  God  in  calling  the  gentiles  to  the  privi- 
leges of  it,  and  the  importance  of  moral  and 
relative  dutie.s. 

There  i?  a  peculiar  dignity  and  fublimity 
in  this  epiftle,  as  well  as  evident  marks  of 
the  ftrong  afFedtion  that  Paul  bore  to  all  his 
chriftian  converts;  and  the  fame  has  been  ob- 
fcrvcd  with  refpeiJt  to  all  the  epiftles  which 
he  wrote  from  Rome.  He  probably  knew 
that  he  was  near  the  clofe  of  his  life,  and 
^therefore  he  wrote  with  that  energy  with 
which  a  man  naturally  gives  his  laft  adnrvoni- 
tions  to  thofe  he  loves . 

Itisnioft  probable  that  the  fecond  epiftle 
to  Timothy  was  written  not  long  after  Paul's 
arrival  at  Rome,  and  in  the  fpring'  or  begin- 
ning of  fummer,  as  he  prefles  him  to  come  to 
him  before  winter; .  and  in  the  other  epiftles 
from  Rome,  Timothy  appears  to  have  been 
with  Paul;  his  name  being  joined  with  his  own 
inliis  falutations  fipxn  that  place.  The  de* 
4  ,  fign 
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fign  of  this  epiftie,  befides  urging  Timothy  to 
coVne  to  him,  was  to  encourage  him  to  perfe- 
vorein  preaching  the^oipel,  notwithftanding 
thexppofition  he  might: meet  with^  the  cor* 
niptions  that  would feeiintroduced  into  it,  and 
the  degm^racy  of-mztxy;  who  bore  thechrif- 
tiaa:Jiafne.  Jft^thi^  epiftie  thefe  are-evident 
ajluiwnsi  tp  the  .Qnoftic.do6trines>  ras.  there 
alfoi  w^e  in  t|ie  firft  epiftie  to  Tiniothy.  It  is 
probable,  therefore;  thai  the  Gaoftics  were, 
numerous , at  j^phefus^ .  a&  well  as  at.  Corinthj 
though  Paul  might  not  cliufe  to  mention  them 
in  the  epiftie  to  the  '^ipKefians  themfelyes. 

The.chjiftiansat  Philippi  were  ^probably, 
wealthy,  jand  theywtir^iproportipnablyrgene^ 
roussaS'tfefey  co|itribut?4  largely  to. t)^  apof- 
tle's  Jyp^ojrt,  wh^  othgr  churches  were  in-. 
attcfitiye,?td  his^circttmj3;ances.  'Ttey  l^ad 
not  becri ^unmindful  of  his  fituation  now  that 
he  was  a?'prifoner  at.Rome,  but  [had  fent 
Epaphitoditus,  onfc  cif  theiif  body,  with  a  libe* 
ral  contribution  for  his  relief.  This  he  grate-^ 
iully  jackhowledges  in  this  epiftie,  the  prin-^ 
cipalobjed:  of  which,  ias  of  m?my  others,  is; 
to  exhort  thofc  to  whom  he  iwrites  to  perfc- 
vere  in  the  purity  of  the  ^gofpel,  and  to  refift 
the  attempts  of  the  Judaizing  teachers  to  fow 
divifions  among  them,  and  efpecially  to  re- 
K3  conunend 
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commend  their  profeffion  by  a  fuitable  life 
and  conTerfation*  The  manner  in  which  he 
fpeaksof  his^owniituation,  and  the  fatisfac- 
tion  he  expreiies  in  all  that  he  had  done^  and 
fuflcred,  for  the  fake  of  the  gofpel,  is  equallf 
edifying:  Reappears,  when  he  wrote  this 
epiftle,  to  have  had  hopes  of  being  fet  at  li- 
berty; but  as  to  himfelf,  he  fays,  it  was  a 
matter  of  indifference  whether  he  liv«d  or 
died,  provided  his  li#fr  or  death  mightliefub- 
fervient/a$  he  was  cohfident  either  of  them 
would bd,  to  the  propa'gatJdWbof  the  gofpel. 

Golofic  was  a  confiderable  city  in  Kirygia, 
where  there  appears*  to  have  been  a  chnfttan 
church  pretty  early,  though  it  is  not  knbwn 
by  whom  it  was  planted.  Probably,  how- 
ever, it  was  by  fome  of  l^ul*s  felbw  iafbdurers 
during  hiS  long  refidente  at  Epiieius,  Or  per- 
haps by  himself.  His  epiiUe  to  thechjnAa^s 
at  that  platb  appears  to  have  bf  en  wn/twn 
fome  titifie  before  tl^  end  of  the  year6a»  and 
to  have  bee^  fent  along  with  that  to  Philemon, 
by  Tychicus  and  Onefimus,  when  Paid  had 
fome  profpeA  of  his  being  releafed  firtuii  his 
Cdnfirtertent.  The  gener^d  ftrain  of  it  ia  h 
much  the  fame  with  that  to  the  £pheiiMtS| 
that  they%re  commonly  called '  the  two  fiiler 
epiiUes/  |n  both  of  them  ihff  objed:  of  the 
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apoiUc  was^to  cftablifli  thoft  to.  whoRi  thej^ 
were  addreffec^  in  tl^e  pure  fait;^i  9^  the  gof-y 
pel,  on  t^ie  value  of.  which  he  much  enlarges^ 
inoppofitiao  to  the  corruption  of  i^  by  the 
jewiAi,Gnpft^cs;(  and  \}t  flrongly  6rg?s  the 
pracStice  of  moral  duties,  which  the  Gnoilics^ 
too  much  occupied  YfitYk  matters  of  fpecular. 
tion,  were  generally  charged  w^tH,neglc<Sing. 

Philemon  was  |  citizen  of  CoIdTc^  whofe 
flaV9  Qnefirpus  ^i^ad  jfun  ^way  frpm  him,  and 
pjob^ijlply  rcjlpibfd  him;  but  coming  to  l^omc 
while  P^^^  was  t^^ere,  and  hearing  hini 
pre^fchf  h^  ;\ot  only  became  a  convert  to  chriC; 
tianity ,  but  oic^de  himfelf  ufefiijl  to  the  ^poftlf  ^ 
Being,  no  doHb.t,  copyinccd  l^  hm  of  th^ 
?rrQi;^g  tbat  he  h^d  dqne  his  m^fter,  he  was 
prtJvailed  upon  to  ietnm  to  hipi ;  and  to  mak^ 
his  reception  the  ^Utr^  Paul  jgaye  hinri  tli^j^ 
lettef-,^  which  at  the  fapie  time  that  it  Ihe^YJI 
his|uft  feqfepf  monJ  ob}iga^on,,  4^feo><er^ 
ffijic^  polite  addrefs  i;  from  which  it  ^s  evident 
that  the  apqftle  ^^^  ^o  wil4  ppthufi?ift,  bult 
f{|E^  ^)}fi  was  w^ll  acquainted  with  maqkind, 
^dhuinannjitijre. 

Not w^tMapcjjin^  ^h?  ^piftlc  *?  the  JIf br^wj^ 

^s  xxpt  hef r  the  napie  of  P^^ul,  th^r,e  q]:c, 

}U  my  opinipp,  ip^y  infernal  ,inarks  of  i|^ 

h^in^  l)is;  an4  it  was  prob^blj^written  hy^ 

:  ^  K4      ^  '    -•  *      hixYip 
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him,  if  after  he  was  at  liberty,  before  he  left 
Italy,  A.  D.  63.    Like  the  epiftle  to  the  Ro- 
mans, it  is  properly  a  treaiife^  tHe  objeft  of 
which  is  to  leflen  the  exccflive  regard  whichr 
the  Jewifh  chriftians  of  that  age  entertaifted 
for  the  i'nflitufions  of  Mofes,  which  nratld 
them  wifh  to  impofe  them  on  the  Gehfile 
converts.    With  this  vieW 'the' writer  entlea. 
vours  to.lhew'the  fuperiority  of  Chrift   to 
Mofes,  and  of  the  chriftian  difjienfatiori  to  the 
Jewilh ,  in  a  variety  of  refpefts ;  afferting  that 
whatever  there  was  that  was.moft  fefteemed  in 
the  inftitutibns.  of  Mofes,  there  Was  fotnething 
of  the  fame  nature,  and  fuperior  in  kind,;  in 
the  gofpcl.'   More  particUlal")y,  as  the  Jews 
.inade  great  bokfts'of  thfeir  pViefthboil,  theiif 
r$mplc,  aridthdirfacHfices,  he  finds  a  teiriple,a 
priefthopd;an3  a-facrificeihchriftianityl  BUt 
in  this  there  was  much  rooni  for  imagination, 
and  for  fancj^irig  there  was  a  cbrrefiiondence 
in  the  t w6  fy ftem s ,  where  hone  was  intended 
xp  theorigihal  conftitutidn^of  theni.       ;     -'-^ ' 
*  Aftfcr  writing  this  epiftle,^  it  is  cbujeftured 
that  PauJ  Height  go  to  Jerufalem)    but  that 
finding  every  thing  in  cohfufion  there,  as'^  it 
tvas  but  a  Ihort  time  before  the  breaking  oiit 
^f  the  Jewilh  war,  he  did  not  continue  long  in 
the  countryi'judashe  had^expreffedan  in^ 
'  tention 
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tention  of  vifiting  Spain/it  is  not  improbable 
but  that  with  this  view  he  went  to  Rome, 
and  being  there  at  the  time  of  the  perfecution 
by  Nero,  he  was,  according  to  tradition,  be- 
headed by  order  of  that  tyrant,  or  his  minify 
tcrs;  being  eXemjited  from  torture  ^s  a  Ro- 
man-citizen,  while  Peter,  who  was  there  at 
the  feme  time,  was 'Crtidfied. 


mmmm 


SjEC'frbN    VIIL 


C  5 


Of  the  tdhours  of  the  other  ApojUks .  ' 

"'..  '    ""■      ■  '•:"     ::    -  *      "'•  >  '""-'^ 

AFTER  giving  this  particolar  acobuht  6f» 
Paul,  his  kboui^,   and  his   writingis*^ 
tlrhich  his  owii^piftles^  as  Well  as  the  book  of- 
Ads,  ^written  by  his^^mpanioh  Luke,  hap- 
pily enable  lis  to  do;  (fliallgive  the  little 
that  I  have  been  abk  to  bolle<£fc  of  what  was; 
done, 'or  written,  by ' the  othtrapbftks/ be- 
fore the  deftrudion  of  Jertifalem,  which  was- 
then  approaching. 

James,  called  the  brother  of  our  Lord,  pro- 
bably ended  his  courfe  during  the  confine- 
ment of  Paul  atRome^  after  writing  the  epif- 

tle 
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dtt  which  bearehi;  Diame.  '  Thf  pbje^  of  >(  i^ 
to  enforce  a  variety  (if  inofHil'  du^,  ^bkW 
were  much  negleiM  b]!i  ^  If^^c;  ^f  thi^t 
s^e;  andit  fbeos  tQhtwo  b^tj^  dfi$(gE)e4  f9r 
the  ufit  of  the  unheiieynng,  4S  vsil  #9;  the  Iei^^ 
lieving,  Jews.  It  is.  hid  that  hfs.  was  gepeiF^Iy' 
kRownby  the  fim^tne  ^hff*f^.t^J¥^f  «ft 
doubt  for  his  extmfhff  ^iiUm  fftd  piety,  i^ir- 
which  he  was  highly  efleemed  by  the  fober 
part  of  the  nation  in  general. 

According  to  Euftbius*,  the  Jews,  difap- 
pointed  of  their  wicked  purpofe  refpe€ting 
Paul,  when  h^.wa^,  f^qt  ta  R9iT:\p, ,  were  the 
more  exafperated  againft  the  other  chriflians, 
and  cfpipci^y  J^ts,^  wi4  PR  ^^  .^^  ^^ 
Fcftus  (there  beingfome  interval  between  that 
ewfRt  wdthe  arfivftl  of  ANnW#  theueixtR|(- 
in^  g^yeniftt)  t^y  sul  hpn  tp  d^^th  in  « 
twnvltupm  nuins^r.  M*ny  9f  the  ciirw>Pi»i^ 
fi«(U¥$,  M  relftt^  by  Hcge^BBMSi  fequfi  to  be 
^bulottS}  but  it  mt9  \m  tcue  l&at,  tipon  Ifi^ 
p^ffiftingin  giviogbi^  teftipi/^ny  to  thp  p>?fr 
fiahfl^ip  ftf  JeAWi  bft  w^  ftnlW9e4  to  be 
fUm^Ktii  »  hjdffiib^mer^  mi  <th?f  th^s  ws? 
put  in  execution,  after  fir^  t^ri>^ing  hiixis 
dowfi  from  foB«P  891*  <?l  t^  t(?r^le;  gpd 
thJrtwhile  fee  w4f  praying. fjOjchis  pfr^pvr 

*  UIA.  Lib.  ii.  Op«  &9'.ip*  77.   : 

3  tors. 
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fors,  he  "«ra)i  difpatch«d  by  the  bl^w  of  « 
fuller's  p«jl?.  Jofeph^s  fays,  that  this  J%mt^, 
9Qd  ethers,  w^refciitcnced  to  b?  ftpned  by 
the  iii0r«(ne  council  of  the  naticm,  befofci  the 
titival  of  Albinqs,  as  violaters  of  th«>  Uwj 
but  that  the  more  fober  part  of  the  cikieen^ 
were  offended  at  it,  as,  ^an  iUegal  proceeding; 
ajfo  that  Alhinits  being  by  their  means  \^^^ 
forimod  0>f  the  proceedings!  wrote  to  the  high 
pd/eft.  threatening,  to  ;puni(h  him  for  it*. '  : 

P$t«r,  having,  asi  !We  Wye  feen,  Ijxeeij  4t 
Antio«5h»  had  proba!;>ly  ,prf  jiched  chi«fly.  m 
Afi»  Minpf.  e;fpe<^*ilr.in-  i«!hc  proviwe^  of 
Fentufl,  Gsilatia,  Oppadptia,  Afia,  and  By* 
thiniR.  becftuft}  bis  firft  epiftle  is  directed  t<> 
the  chriftia^i^  in  thofe  places.  It  feem(i  19 
have  been  written  not  long  after  Faul  w^s  r^ 
)cs^  fr^ipi  jMnei  pud  a?  it  ^ontain^  ia^^ia- 
tim^e  ff^m  the  chMwh  at  Pabylon,  whei!e  at 
tl#t  time  there  wer;?  mmj  Jews,  fomo  of 
5Mbofn,.o04ovbt,  w^rechriftians,  it.if  proba.. 
hie  *at  hie  wmt  ^m  this  place  j  though  he 
nUght  ;rfterw?xd?  go  (o  Rome,  4<id  theie 
vrrit^his  fe<:on4  epifik,  as,  acGord«i0  to  tra». 
dition,  be  fu^^red  itwrtyfdom  there.  It  is 
iilfo  faid  thtt  the  mrife  of  Peter  fufiiemd  i|t  th« 
fkam  tiioe,  aod  th%£  when  he  idw  h«f  going  to 

*  Mt.  Ijb.  ^,  <?a(p.- 8.  p.  8g6. 

execution 
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cxecufion,  he  rejoiced  tliat  Crod  had  called 
her  to  fo  glorious  a  death*.  Some  fay  tKat 
Petcr»  not  thinking  hirhfelf  worthy  to  fufFer 
in  tht  fanne  manner  as  his  mafter  had:  done, 
wzt,  at  his  own  reqiieft,  ctucificd  'wrth  his 
head  downwards;  I  ^      '  -      ^^       j 

:  Theobjcdt  of  Pieter*s  firft  epiftk-is  to  ex-: 
hort  the  chriftiaii^'tb  Whom  he  i^wte-;  to  per- 
severe in  the  prbfeffion  of  the-  ^ofpel,  not- 
withftahding  the  diffii5Ultie&  under  Which  thitj 
Iherilaboured.  With  thisview  he  i-effrefents 
to  t|iem,  ^in  a  ver^Iftrong  lighty'^lhe'  hbridur 
and  advantage  tlie^^d'cfivfed  f roni^  the  lirtoiv* 
ledge  of  the  gofpel;  and,  having  ^enlargfed*  oA 
this,  he  exhorts  theiti  to  adorn  their  pipofeffiort 
of  irty  the  obfervance'df  the-^  rndfiii  dbties  bf 
life,  which  he  particularly  ehumerafes.  -  '— 
•  Tfeefecond  dpiftlc i*6 P^tet^fe  a  fU^jplfemerit 
to  thefbymer,  and4n"thi^4ie*warh8*hdfl:ians 
"tnore  particularly  affheir  dinger  from  thofe 
who  corrupted  the  gbfpel;  and  whofe  prac- 
tices were,  as  was  generally  believedy  as  licen- 
tious as  their  principles;  ^alluding,  no  doubt, 
to  the  Gftioftic  teacl^ers'  bf  that  age.  -  He  alfo 
exhorts  to  vigilance;  and- cbnftancy  in  thedif- 
charge  of  our  duty,  from  the  coftfidefation  of 
thediifakitioii  of  tHe  Wtfrld,^nd  the  coming 

^  Eufeh.  Hift.  Lib. lii*  Caj).  3a.  p.*  I24. 
;.     J.  of 
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of  Chrift  to  judgment.  In  thefe  two  epiftles  ; 
of  Peter  many  attentive  readers  have  obfcrved 
that,  without  much  regularity  of  compofition, 
-or  clearn^fs  of  expreffion,  there  is  a  peculiar 
dignity  and  energy,  exceeding  any  thing  ih 
the  writings  of  Paul,  and  worthy  of  the  princ^ 
of  theapoftles. 

Though  much  of  what  is  related  by-Eufe- 
bins  *  concerning  the  meeting  of  Peter  and 
Simon  Magus  at  Rome,  be  unqueftionably 
fabulous,  and  the  Clementine  Homilies  are 
evidently  a  romance,  it  is  not  improbable  but 
that  fome  well  known  intercourfc  betweeti 
them  might  give  occafion  to  both.  As  Simon 
probably:  abandoned  the  profelfion  of  chrif- 
tianity;  and  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  travel- 
ling into  diftaftt  countries,  teaching  his  prin- 
ciples wherever  he  canie,  he  might  well  meet 
With  Peter,  and  they  might  have  feveral  dif- 
putationsj  Simon  confiding  in  his  eloquence 
and  addrefs,  and  Peter,  though  deftitutc  of 
thofe  advantages,  yet  poffefling  others  of  a 
fuperior  nature,  not  likely  to  decline  an* inter« 
view  with  him. 

.The  epiftle  of  Jude  was  probably- written 
upon  the  fame  occafion,  and  about  the  fame 
tinv5,  with  the  laft  of  Peter;  bcin^  evidently 

Hift.  Lib.  ii.  Capi  14*  p»  63^  * 

intended 
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intended  to  guard  chriftians  agaioft  th^  pirin- 
ciples  and  pracflices  of  the  Gnoftics.  Wc 
know  very  little  elfe  concerning  this  apoftle, 
who  is  other  wife  called  Lebbeus,  and  Thad-» 
deus,  the  brother  of  James,  the  fon  of  Al- 
pheus,  probably  the  fame  with  Cleophai,  and 
together  with  him  called  the  brother  of  our 
Lord*  Where  this  apoftle  lived,  or  how  he 
died,  we  are  not  informed;  but  probably  he 
continued  in  fome  part  of  Judea  till  the  breaks 
ingoutof  the  war. 

.  The  apoftle  ^Philip  is  faid  to^have  lived 
chiefly  at  Hierapolis;  and  Papias,  one  of  the 
£rft  bifliops  of  that  place^  fays,  that  a  perfoii 
was  jraifed  to  life  by  him,  T"hc  lame  writear 
fays  that  Juftus,  furnamed  Baifidms,  who 
was  thought  by  the  iapoftles  to  be  a  proper 
jperibn  to  fucceed  Judas  Ifoariot^  as  well  as 
Matthias  on  whom  the  lot  feli,  having  dtai^ 
^oifon^  received  no  injury  from  kK 

.  Bartholomew^  who  was  prohzisiy  the  fame 
with  Nathaniel,  appears  to  have  preiached  i* 
India.  For  there^  according  to  Eufisbius^^p 
Pantenus  found  a  Hebrew  gofpel  of  Nlat^ 
thew,  which  had  been  I^t  by  him,  and  alfo 
ma^y  chriftians»  who  may  be  fup|>Ofed  ito 
4aayebeefi  the  descendants  of  hisconVHrts* 

*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  iii*  Cap.  39*  j>.  13^. 
t  Lib*  v.'Cap.  10.  p.  2^^. 

I  •  As 
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As  the  ep»{H(ei!5  of  John,  and  alFb  Ae1}bok 
of  Revelation,  were  |>pobiil^  written  af(e»vh« 
tieftru<aion  oif  Jieirufalellto;  1  ihall  ttot  fpeak  <sl" 
them  in  this  piaice ;  bUtltts  prdbabfe  that  his 
<5ofpel,  as  well  *s  tfjc  %hree  cfthtrs,  wetfc 
written  J^ut  the  tiifte  thkt  Pd«r  ahd  judt 
wretc  their  epilHes,  v!i.  «n  die  approach  of 
the  Jewifli  war;  when  the  general  difp«rfi<«. 
«f  the  difcipfes  ijvas  Ibitieeh,  and  it  was-evi- 
•dixA  that  the  apoftle^  cbttldttot  cotttimafelotag 
"updn  theilage. 

It  i4  geitferaHy^  thoiigWt  that  thfe  gdfpd  of 

Matthew  was  -written  firft ;  but  as  it  is  pretty 

evident  that  neither  Mark  'nbr  Luke  had  !fettli 

it,  it  ccmld  ndthkvebeeh'ptablifhedlorrglbe- 

fdre  they  wrote,    t^  "gofpel  Was  pitib^ly 

"^ifteh  in  Hebirefw ;  hUt  isthe'tw^M-ehap^ 

*ei«,  whieh  contain  the^cptint  of  the  iftira^ 

culduis  cotiception  <«f  Jdfas,  were  not  in  the 

Ebioftite  topies  of  <fhi6  gbQ)^,  !  take  it  fot 

jgttftiied^thiJy  wdre  noft  written  hy  Ivfatthew, 

but  were  "prefixed  to  lite  gofpei  afterwards. 

As  the  learnt  SyMmachufi,  in  his -cdmOTeti*. 

tiuy  on  this  gofpel*  efhdfetfvdured  *6.dtfprove 

the  ftory  of  the  miraculous  concepttoh,  'k 

could  not  have  been  thought  by  him  to.  have 

been  a  part  of  the  auth.wjtic  5Qpy. 

•  .Eufeb,  Hift.  Xfb.Vif  M^.  17.  'pri'jB.-- 
-       '  Mark, 
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Mark,  the  fon  of  Bamabas^s  lifter,  and  his 
companion  as  well  as  Paul's,  is  faid  to  have 
been,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  the.conv- 
panion  of  Peter,  and  to  have  written  his  got- 
pel  under  the  infpedtion,  ^nd  with  the  appro- 
bation of  that  apoftle*.  Mark  is  alfo  faid 
to  have  ended  his  days  at  Alexandria,  in 
Egypt +. 

Luke  is  faid  to  have  been  a  phyfician  at 
Antioch,  and  together,  with  Mark  and  Bar- 
nabas, to  have  been  one  of  the  feventy  dif- 
ciplesi*  He  evidently  wrote  the  book  of 
Afts. after  Paul's  acquital  at  Rome,  and  his 
gofpel  fome  time  before, 

John  is  faid  to  have  written  his  gpfpel  at 
the  requeft  of  the  church  of  Ephefus,  after 
the  publication  of  the  other  three,  to  fupply 
their  defeats.  It  alfo  appears  to  have  been  a 
principal  objed:  with  him,  in  his  gofpel,  as 
well  as  in  his  epiftles,  to  obviate  the  cavils 
of  the  Gnofticsy  ihewing  that  Jefus  had  real ' 
flefh  and  blood,  like  other  men,  and  that  the 
Chriji  was  not  a  perfon  diftindt  from  him, 
but  that  Jefus  himfelf  was  the  Chrift,  the  Son 
ofGod, 

•  Euret.  Hift.  Lib.  ii.  Cap.  15.  p.  64. 
f  lb.  Lib.  ii.  Cap.  16.  p.  65. 
X  lb.  Lib.iii^  Gif>.^  p«9i* 

What 
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What  became  of  the  apoftles  whofe  names 
have  not  yet  been  mentioned  is  now  unknown, 
except  that  Thomas  is  faid  to  have  preached 
in  Parthia,  and  Andrew  in  Scythia,  but  with 
what  fuccefs  is  not  faid*. 


S  E  C  T  I  O  N     IX. 

Of  the  Perfecution  under  Nero. 

TILL  the  reign  of  Nero,  the  Rgman  em- 
perors had  done  nothing  that  was  hof- 
tile  to  chriftianity,  having  probably  confi- 
dered  the  chriftians  as  a  fedl  of  the  Tews, 
with  whofe  cuftoms  they  were  well  acquaint- 
ed, and  whom  they  had  always  tolerated,  in 
all  the  provinces  of  the  empire.    But  the  en- 
mity which .  the  Jews  bote  them  would  in 
time  (hew  that  they  were  a  diftindk  body  of 
men,  and  profelytes  made  by  the  Jews  were 
few  compared  with  thofe  that  were  made  by 
chriftians.     Their  converts  were  fo  nume- 
rous, that  by  this  time  it  began  to  be  appre- 
hended that  there  might  be  fome  danger  of 
the  rites  of  the  heathen  religion  being  difcon« 

.  .  *  Euf.  Lib.iii.  Cap,  i.  p.87.  .  . 
Vol,  I.  L  tinued. 
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tinned,  and  upon  the  obfervance  of  thefe  it 
was  imagined  that  the  welfare  of  the  ftatc 
depended.    The  zealous  heathens,  therefore, 
muft  have  looked  with  an  evil  eye  upon  the 
chriftian  miflionaries,  independently  of  the 
many,  who,  like  Demetrius  of  Ephefus,  were 
pcrfonally  intercftcd  in  the  fupport  of  the 
ancient    worlhip.     Befides,   the   chriitians, 
teaching  a  new  religion,  which  Was  hoftile^ 
to  all  others,  and  aimed  at  nothing  Icfs  than 
the  utter  fubvcrfion  of  the  worfliip  that  had 
hitherto  been  paid  to  the  heathen  gods,  were 
in  common  language  faid  to  be  guilty  of  the 
fame  impiety  with  which  others  who  had  at 
any  time  negleaed  the  worftiip  of  the  gods 
had  been  charged ;  and  with  the  guilt  of  irn- 
piety  was  connefted  the  idea  of  many  hotrid 
crimes.    On  this  account  the  chriftians  being 
confidered  as  propbane  and  impious  people, 
by  thofe  who  did  not  trouble  themfelves  to 
make  any  enquiry  into  their  principles  and 
conduct,  when  it  fuited  Nero's  purpofe  to 
perfecute  the  chriftians,  great  numbers  were 
well  prepared  to  fecond  his  views,  and   to 
make  very  light  of  any  fufferings  to  which 
theycould.be  expofed. 
"  We  have  no  diftind  account  of  this  perfe* 
cution  of  Nero  by  any  chriftian  writer  who 

lived 
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lived  at  or  near  the  time ;  but  it  appears  from 

the  accounts  of  Tacitus  and  Suetonius^  that 

when  this  emperor  had  wantonly  fet  fire  to 

the  city  of  Rome,  taking  advantage  of  the 

general  odium  under  which   the  chriflians 

then  lay,  he  gave  out  that  it  was  done  by 

them ;  and  though  no  credit  was  given  to  the 

accufationi  yet  on  that  pretence  he  exercifed 

upon  them,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  peo* 

pie,  the  moft  fhocking  barbarities.  They  were 

imprifoned  and  tortured.    Some  were  cruci- 

fied,  and  others  were  impaled,  being  held  ie 

an  upright  poiition  by  ftakes  thruft  through 

their  jaws ;  and  fome  were  thrown  to  the  wild 

beads.    But  what  was  particularly  infulting; 

and  cruel,  great  numbers  of  them,  wrapped 

in  garments  dipped  in  pitch,  and  other  com* 

buftibles,  were  fattened  to  potts,  and  fire  was 

put  to  them»  that  they  might  give  light  to  the 

city,  and  expire  in  this  moft  excruciating 

torture.    Nerp  is  fatd  to  have  illuminated 

his  own  gardens  in  this  ttiocking  manner,  and 

by  this  light  to  have  amufed  himfelf  indriv* 

ing  his  chariot.    In  this  perfecution  the  tcrk^ 

der  fex  was  not  fpared,  and  notwithttanding 

the  general  odium  under  which  the  chllftians 

then  lay,  thefe  cruelties  excited  th«  compafi 

fion  of  nfiany,  who  could  not  but  perceive 
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that  thcfc  facrifices  were  made  to  gratify  the 
cruelty  and  caprice  of  one  man,  and  not  for 
any  purpofe  of  public  utility*. 

In  what  manner  the  order  was  given  for  this 
perfecution  we  are  not  told,  but  it  was  pro- 
bably by  a  decree  of  the  fenate,  which  always 
cxercifed  the  power  of  checking  foreign  re- 
ligions, it  being  thought  to  be  their  province 
in  this,  as  well  as  in  every  other  method,  to 
take  care  of  the  ftate.  And  if  this  perfecution 
was  authorized  by  a  decree  of  the  fenate,  it 
probably  extended  to  all  parts  of  the  Roman 
empire;  and,  not  being  repealed,  would  be  a 
(landing  rule  for  the  proceedings  of  the  go- 
vernors of  provinces,  though  they  would,  no 
doubt,  execute  the  law  with  more  or  lefs  ri- 
gour, according  to  their  own  difpofitions. 
The  perfecution  of  chriftians,  therefore,  being 
once  begun  in  this  manner,  would  be  conti- 
nued in  all  future  time,  without  any  new  law. 

That  this  petfecution  of  Nero  did  extend 
to  the  remote  provinces  is  expreiHy  afferted 
by  Orofius  +,  and  is  alfo  evident  from  ah  in- 
fcription .  found  in  Spain  in  honour  of  Nero, 

*  Tacit  An.  Lib.  xv.  S.44.    5ucton.Nero,  S.  16. 

t  Primus  Romae  chriftianos  fuppliciis  et  mortibus 
adfecit,  ac  per  pmnes  provincias  pari  perfecutione  ex- 
cruciari  imperavit.    Lib.  vii.  Cap,  7.  p.  473.    Ed  Hir 
vercamp. 
-  fir 
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for  clearing  the  province  of  robbers  j  and  ofibofe 
who  taught  mankind  a  new  fuperflition.  For  in 
this  manner  were  the  chriftians  at  that  time 
ufually  charadlerized  by  the  heathens  *. 

Confidering  the  great  number  of  chriftians 
who  muft  have  peri  (bed  at  Rome  only  in  this 
perfecution  (Tacitus  faying  they  were  a  great 
multitude,  ingens  multitudo)  and  that,  in  the 
moft  violent  perfections,  they  who  fufier 
are  few  in  comparifon  of  thofc  who,  by  fome 
means  or  other,  efcape;  this  hiftory  affords 
an  ihdifputable  proof  of  the  great  progrefs 
that  chriftianity  had  made  in  the  age  of  the 
^poftles.  Indeed,  to  have  incurred  the  gene- 
ral hatred  that  Tacitus  mentions,  which  im- 
plies that  they  had  drawn  a  great  degree  of 
attention  upon  them,  they  muft  have  beea 
very  numerous ;  and  Nero  muft  have  been 
Xenfible  of  it,  or  he  could  never  have  thought 
of  taking  advantage  of  the  circumftance  ia 
order  to  fcreen  himfelf  from  public  refenU 
ment.  And  there  c^n  be  no  doubt,  but  that 
thpre  were  at  that  time  inany  more  chriftians 
in  Aritioch,  Ephefus,  and  other  great  cities^ 
in  the  eaftem  provinces,  than  in  Rome,  where 
it  is  not  probable  that  any  apoftle  had  preach-- 

*  See  an  account  of  this  in  Lardner's  Heathen  Tefti* 
monies.  Chap.  3,  Works,  Vol.  VII.  p.  248. 
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ed  before  Paul,  and  he  npt  inore  than  two 
years;  though  a  foundation  had  been  laid, 
and  a  chrifHan  church  h^d  beep  dHb)iihe4 
there  before  his  arrival. 


J-.  w 
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SECTION     X. 

6ftbe  Calamities  of  the  Jews,  and  of  the  De* 
firuSlion  of  '^erufakm  and  the  Temple. 

T  was  in  the  reign  of  Nero  that  the  war 
broke  out  between  the  Jews  and  the  Ro- 
mans, in  the  courfe  of  which  the  former  fuf^ 
fered  more  than  any  other  people  are  Jknown 
to  have  done  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time.  In 
thefe  events  our  Saviour's  prophecies  c<m- 
ceming  the  calamities  of  the  nation,  and  par* 
ticularlf  concerning  the  deftrudion  of  the 
irfty  of  J<irufalein,  and  of  the  temple,  were 
te<^ly.fulfiUed'i  and  the  verification  of  this 
predi<ftibn  is-  the  rtwre  remarkable,  as  the 
events  are  recorded  not  by  a  chriftian,  but  by 
a  Jewifti  hiftorian  (Jofephus)  wbofe  ac<;ount 
-is  confirtncd  by  the  writipgs  of  fcyeral  he*' 
tbens,. 
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The  Jews  had  always  very  ill  brooked  their 
fubjed;ion  to  the  Romans ;  and  when  thefirft 
attempt  was  made  to  take  the  cenfas  among 
them,  by  Quirinus,  governor  of  Sy^ia,  A.D.  9, 
there  was  a  confiderablc  revolt,  headed  by 
Judas  of  Galilee ;  and  though  he  and  his 
party  were  foon  fuppreiTed,  their  principles 
had  taken  deep  root  in  the  country;   and 
whenever  the  Roman  governor?  afted  in  an 
arbitrary  and  oppreffivc  manner,  as  they  often 
did,  the  people  always  Ihewed.  a  difpofition 
to  rebel.    What  made  the  caufe  of  the  re- 
volters  more  popular,  was  the   connexion 
which  their  principles  of  civil  liberty  was 
fuppofed  to  have  with  thofe  of  their  religioiit 
which  gave  them  a  high  idea  of  the  dignity 
of  their  nation,  as  the  peculiar  people  of  God« 
They  ought,  it  was  faid,  to  have  no  other 
mafter  but  him,  who  was  not  only  the  fole 
objedl:  of  their  worftiip,  but  their  proper  civil 
governor  alfo,  the  only  lawful  head  of  their 
nation. 

That  there  were  performs  who  had  this  idea, 
is  evident  froni  forae  of  them  putting  this 
queftion  to  our  Savioqr,  If  if  Irnvful  to  give 
tribute  u  Cafar^  or  not  ?  And  that  this  party 
was  then  numerous,  an^  had  great  inflH^nce 
in  public  affairs^  is  evident  from  his  prudent 
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anfwcr*,  Give  unto  Cafar  the  things  that  are 
Cafar^s^  and  unto  God  the  things  that  are  God^s^ 
not  chufing  to  give  them  any  handle  againli: 
hini. 

The  fame  fpirit  of  liberty  ahd  independ- 
ence, joined  to  the  contempt  which  the  Jews 
entertained  for  other  riatioAs,  made  them  ge- 
nerally hated  by  the  populace  wherever  they 
were  fettled ;  though  it  is  evident  that  mahy 
perfons  of  refleftion  refpc6ted  them  on  ac- 
count of  their  religion,  which  appeared  at 
firft  fight  to  be  much  more  rational  than  any 
that  prevailed  in  other  countries ;  and  it 
pleafcd  divine  providence  that  moft  people 
fhould  havean  opportiinity  of  forming  a  judg- 
ment in  the  cafe.  It  is  remarkable  that  there 
was  no  city  of  any  confequence,  in  all  the 
caftem  part  of  the  world,  in  which  there  was 
not,  in  very  early  times,  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  Jews.  It  appears  from  the  book  of 
Either,  that  the  Jews  were  then  fettled  in  all 
the  provinces  of  the  Perfian  empire^  biit  few 
of  them  having  returned  to  Judea  after  the 
Babylonifh  captivity,  and  being  favoured  by 
Cyrus  and  the  fucceedirig  kings  of  Perfia; 
They  had  no  lefs  favour  (hewn  them  by  Alex- 
ander the  Great,  whofe  part  they  had  taken, 

*  Matt.  xxii.  21. 
4  .  and 
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and  in  general  by  his  fucceifors,*  both  in  Sjrria 
and  Egypt,  efpecially  in  thelatter,  where  they 
were  a  great  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Alexandria.  Under  the  Maccabees  they  had 
a  league  with  the  Romans,  and  though  the 
Roman  emperors  afterwards  took  the  govern- 
ment of  thexoimtiy  into  their  own  hands, 
they  did  not  diminilh  their  privileges  in  any 
other  part  of  the  empire. 
'  ft  was  in  Egypt,  which  at  this  time  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  contained  not  lefs  than  a  million 
V)f  Jews,  that  the  hatred  of  the  other  inhabit*. 
^nts  firft  (hewed  itfelf  in  any  open  adis  of  vio- 
lence. Agrippa,  the  fon  of  Ariftobulus,  and 
grandfon  of  Herod  the  Great,  being  ap- 
'poihtcd  kingof  Judeaby  Caligula,  and  going 
through  Egypt,- was  infulted  in  Alexan- 
dria by  a  mock  proceflion,  in  ridicule  of  him 
and  his  kingdom;  and  the  populace  being 
favoured  by  the  governor  Flaccus,  would 
place  a  ftatue  of  the  emperor  (who  had  in- 
fifted  upon  being  worlhipped  as  a  God)  in 
the  Jewifli  fynagogues.  In  this  tumult  many 
fynagogues  of  the  Jews  were  dcmolilhed  and 
burned.  * 

The  Jews  were  then  deprived,  by  order  of 
thegovemor,  of  their  privilege  of  citizens, and 
confined  to  a  fmall  quarter  of  the  town ;  in 
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confequence  of  which  the  hpufes  and  ihop«, 
which  they  had  bB«^i;Q|)hg^  to  abandon, 
were  plundered,  and  in  th?  progrefs  of  the 
tumult  many  of  the  jew$  were  bumed  aljve, 
and  dragged  through  -the  ilreets;     The  ac- 
count of  thefe  cruelties  greatly  amufed  the 
brutal  emperor  J  and  when  an  emba^y  was 
fent  to  him  from  the  Jews  of  Alessandria, 
with  the  celebrated  Philp  at  their  head,  he 
behaved  to  them  with  a  ftudied  negled  and 
contempt,  on  finding  that  th^y  perfifted  ia 
refufing  to  acknowledge  hi?  divinity;  an^f  it 
was  with  great  di^ul^f  that  Agrippa  himi 
felf,  who  Had  reu«w|l  ttj  Rome,  had  been 
able  to  fofteq  his  refentmcnt  againft  the  whol^ 
Jewilh  nation ;  and  the  efFe^  of  his  interpola- 
tion was  not  lafting.    ^t  is  probable  that  his 
death  only  favcd  them  from  nis  utmoft  venge- 
ance.    Claudius,    however,  reverfed  what 
Caligula  had  done,  at^d  reftprf  d  the  Jews  of 
Alexandria  to  their  former  privileges. 

About  the  fame  t|me  the  Greeks  and  Sy- 
rians in  conjuniftipp  dciljrpyed  more  than  fifty 
thouland  Jews,  in  Seleucia  and  its  neighbour- 
hood, occafioned  originally  by  a  Jewifli  go- 
vernor of  the  province,  having  rendered  hini- 
felf  odiou^  (p  the  inhabitants. 
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The  difturbanccs  in  Judca  itfi^ilf ,  began  un- 
der the  adminiftration  of  Cumanus,  A.  D.  49. 
by  a  Roman  Soldier,  at  the  feaft  of  paflbvcr, 
fliewing,by  a  very  indecent  attitude,  his  con* 
tempt  of  the  Jews,  and  their  religion.  This 
provoked  the  populace  to  revenge  themfelves 
by  throwing  ftones,  and  infulting  the  gover* 
nor.  But  when  he  fent  for  the  troops  that 
were  ftationed  in  the  town,  the  people,  not 
being  prepared  to  encounter  them,  fled;  and 
in  the  confufion  prefled  upon  one  another  iij 
fuch  a  manner,  that  twenty  thoufand  of  them 
are  faid  to  have  perifhed  on  this  occafion. 

Under  the  government  of  this  Cumanus, 
the  Samaritans  infulted  the  Galileans  in  their 
paffagc  through  their  tountiy  to  Jerufalem* 
Od  one  of  th^ir  public  feflivals;  and  on  thiis; 
occafion  many  of  the  Jews  were  killed,  cfpe- 
cially  as  the  governor  took  the  part  of  th^  S^- 
maritans.  However,  at  the  interceffion  pf 
Agrippa,  juftice  was  done  to  the  Jews  at  this 
time,  and  .Cumanus  was  fent  into  banifh** 
mentt  Th«n  it  w^s  that  Felix  was  made  go- 
vernor of  tb?  country^  ' 

Under  the  adminiftration.  pf  Feli<,  A..D* 
53^  ther?  appeared  a  JeWfilb  impoAorfrom 
Egypt*  who,  being  followed' by  a  multitude 
0f  people,  advanced  aisfarasthe  mopnt  of 
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olives;  he  promifing  that  they  would  fee  the 
walls  of  the  city  fall  down  before  them*  Fe- 
lix, however,  inarched  out  againft  them,  and 
prcfcntly  difperfed  them,  killing  about  four 
hundred,  and  taking  two  hundred  of  them 
prifoners;  but  their  leader  made  his  efcape. 
it  was  this  Egyptian  that  Lyfias  fuppofcd 
Paul  to  have  been.  About  the  fame  rime 
other  impoftors  appeared  in  the  wildemefs, 
or  the  mountainous  and  lefs  populous  parts 
of  the  country,  deceiving  the  people  by  their 
magnificent  promifes;  but  they  were  fpon 
fuppreffed,  and  great  numbers  of  them  were 
crucified. 

Felix,  having  been  guilty  of  many  exccfles, 
was  frequently  admonifhed  by  Jonathan  the 
high-prieft ;  till  at  length,  provoked  at  his 
freedom,  he  got  him  to  be  aflaflihated  by  fome 
of  the  robbers,  with  whom  the  country  at 
that  time  fwarmed,  and  who  from  carrying 
about  them  fhort  daggers  (in  h^tin  Jka)  were 
by  the  Romans  called  ^wr/V.  The  charaiSfcer 
of  thefe  men  was  a  ftrsmge  mixture  of  barba- 
rity and  religion.  They  fhewed  great  zeal 
•for  the  law  and  the  temple ;  and  exclaiming 
every  where  againft  the  Roman  government, 
and  being  men  of  defperate  fortunes,  they 
were  perpetually  urging  the  people  to  revolt. 

Fcftus, 
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Fcftus,  who  fuceeded  Felix,  A.  D.  56,  found 
the  country  full  of  thefe  banditti,  and,  like 
Felix,  he  alfo  fupprefled  an  infurredion 
headed  by  an  impdftor,  who  had  drawn  after 
him  a  great  nunaber  into  the  wildernefs  by 
vain  promifes  of  deliverance  from  their  fer- 
vitude.  Thus  was  our  Saviour*s  predidtion 
concerning  falfe  chrifts  and  falfe:  prophets* 
remarkably  verified.  ^ 

The  farther  and  more  ferious  calamities  of 
the  Jews  were  preceded  by  a  very  extraordi- 
nary circumftance,  though  perhaps  not  of  a 
miraculous  nature.  One  Jefus,  the  fon  of 
Ananus,  coming  from  the  country ,  began  to 
cry  in  the  temple,  **A  voice  from  the  caft, 
'•  a  Voice  from  the  weft,  a  voicefrom  the  four 
•*  winds,  a  voice  againft  Jei:ufalcm,  and 
"  againft  the  temple,  &c.**  Whatever  was 
faid  ox  done  to  this  rnan,  he  continued  to  baul 
out  in  this  manner,  with  little  variation* 
When  he  was  cruelly  fcourged  by  order  of 
Albinus  the  governor,  he  kept  crying,  as  if  he 
had  felt  nothing  for  himfelf,  **  Woe  to  Jeru- 
**  falem,'*  &c.  This  he  continued  to  pracfticc 
with  little  interruption  during  the  fpace  of 
fcven  years  and  five  months.  When  the  city 
\vas  befieged,  he  kept  repeating  his  lament^ 

-    ^  ,  ♦  ]^^att.  xxiv.  lu 
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able  prognoftict  **  Woe  to  Jerufalem,  woe  to 
*•  to  the  temple,  woe  to  the  people/'  and, 
laftly,  what  he  was  not  obfcrved  ever  to  have 
faid  before,  **  Woe  to  myfelf  ;**  when  imme«^ 
diately  a  ilone  from  one  of  the  Roman  en-^* 
gines  dalhed  him  to  pieces*. 

Other  things  czWtd  prodigies  are  faid  to  have 
.  happened  previous  to  the  war,  moft  of  them 
probably  imaginary,  or  fabulous.  Among 
others  it  is  faid  that  the  eaftem  gate  of  the 
temple,  which  was  of  brafs,  and  fo  heavy  that 
twenty  men  could  barely  move  it,  opened  of 
itfelf  in  the  night;  and  that  at  thefcaft  of 
Pentecoft,  while  the  priefts  were  performing 
their  fundi  ons,  they  firft  heard  a  nifhing 
hoife,  and  then  a  diftinfl:  voice,  faying,  "  Let 
**  us  go  hence -f.** 

The  year  after  this,  viz*  A.  t).  66,  the  go- 
vernment of  Florus  being  infupportable,  and 
the  Jews  obtaining  no  redrefs  by  their  appli- 
cation to  Ceftius  Gallus  the  governor  of  Sy- 
ria (to  which  Judea  was  a  fubordinate  pro«« 
vince}  broke  out  into  open  rebellion.  Agrippa 
did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  difTuade  them 
from  fo  fatal  a  refolution;  but  making  no 
impreilion  upon  them,  he  thought  proper  to 
quit  Jerufalem.    The  firft  cfFedt  of  their  un- 

^  Jofephus  dc  Bello  Jud.  lib.  vii.  Cap.  12.    t  Ibid. 
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bridled  rcfcntment  was  fcizing  the  fottrefs  ol 
Ma(ikda,  and  killing  all  the  Romans  they 
found  there.  After  this  Eleazar,  aheadftrong 
young  man>  fon  of  the  high^prieft  Ananus, 
and  captain  of  the  temple,  perfuaded  the 
people  not  to  receive  the  ufual  offerings  in  the 
name  of  the  emperor.  They  then  attacked 
the  fortrefs  of  Antonia,  which  was  near  the 
temple;  and  when  they  had  taken  it,  they 
put  to  death  all  the  Romans  they  found  in  it. 
The  chief  adlor  in  this  fcene  of  butchery  was 
Menahem,  the  fon  of  Judas  of  Galilee,  men- 
tioned above. 

About  the  fame  time  that  thefe  things  were 
tranfa^ing  at  Jerufalem,  there  was  an  infur- 
redtion  of  the  inhat^itants  of  Csefarea  agaihil: 
the  Jews  of  that  place;  and  Florus  taking  an 
active  part  againfl:  the  Jews,  more  than  twenty 
thoufand  of  them  ^vere  killed,  and  the  reft 
enflaved.  This  maflacre  at  Csefarea  fo  pro- 
voked the  Jews,  that,  with  great  rage,  they 
rofe  in  arms  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and 
attacking  every  place  in  which  there  wereany 
Romans,  they  made  gteat  deflru£tion  among 
them,  burning  feveral  tbwris,  arid  killing 
many  people.  But  thefe  ba:rbariti'es  were  fe- 
verely  retorted  by  the  Syrians,  and  other  in- 
habitants, againft  the  Jews,  who  were  not 
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provided  for  any  regular  attack  or  defence  of 
any  place,  fo  that  the  whole  country  was  full 
of  flaughter  and  confufion.  At  Scythopolis 
more  than  thirteen  thoufand  Jews  were  killed ; 
at  Afcalon  and  Ptolemais  two  thoufand  in 
each,  with  many  at  Tjrre.  At  Alexandria, 
where  they  had  fufiered  fo  much  before, 
more  than  fifty  thoufand  w^e  now  flain .  All 
this,  however  was,  only  the  *  beginning  of  for* 
TWOS  to  this  devoted  nation. 

Ceftius  Gallus,  feeing  the  Jews  everywhere 
in  arms,  thought  it  high  time  for  him  to  in- 
terpofe,  and  endeavour  to  queU  the  revolt; 
He  therefore  took  one  kgion  with  his  auxir 
liaries,  and  being  conduced  by  Agrippa,  he 
came  firil  to  Joppa,  which  he  took,  and 
burned,  killing  all  the  Jews  in  it,  to  the  num- 
ber of  eight  thoufand  and  four  hundred, 
whilft  his  Lieutenant  Gallus,  in  Galilee, 
killed  more  than  two  thoufand.  ButCeftius 
advancing  to  Jerufalem  at  the  feaft  of  taber- 
nacles, the  inhabitants  marched  out  againft 
him  in  fuch  numbers,  that  though  they  fought 
with  little  or  no  difcipline,  they  gained  a  con- 
iiderable  advantage  over  him,  killing  five 
hundred  and  fifteen  of  his  men,  with  very 
little  lofs  on  their  fide. 
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Without  being  difcourjfgcd  by  thisrepulfij^ 
Ccftius  advanced  to  the  cii;y,  and  took  pdfi 
fcffion  df  what  was  cay^d  Bezetha,  or  the  licw 
town,  which  was  but  flightly  fortified;  and  it 
was  not  doubted  by  Jofcphus,  but  that,  if  he 
had  puftied  the  aflauh^  he  might  at  that  (inic 
have  made  himfclf  mafter  of  the  place;  but 
without  any  apparent  reafon  he  retired,  and 
thf  Jews  purfuing  :him  to  Antipatris,  killed 
five  thoufand  three  hundred  of  his  infantry^ 
and  nine  hundred  and  eighty  of  his  eavdry; 
They  alfo  took  his  baggage]  and  his  mil jtiry 
engines  j ;  of  which  they  made  great  ufe  in  the 
defence  of  the  city  afterwards.  This  a(3:i6rt 
happened  on  the  eighth  of  November  in  the 
tenth  year  of  Nero,' A.  D.  66.  and  the  advan- 
tage which  the  Jew4  gained  in  it  greatly  en- 
couraged them  to  perfift  in  the  war,  notwith-^ 
ftanding  the  drca^dful  loffes  they  fuftained  on 
all  other  occafions*.  At  Damafeus,  about 
this  time,  ten  thoufand  of  thcni  were  deftroyed 
%  the  other  inhabitants* 

At  Jerufalem,  the  Jews  finding  tHemfelves 
engaged. in  a  ferious  war,  began  to  proceed 
with  fome  more  regularity,  and  appointed 
three  commanders  in  chief,  Jofeph  th^  fon  of 
Gorion,  Ananus  the  fon  of  another  ijorion^ 

*  Jorephusde  Bellojud,  Lib.  iii  Gap*  24. 
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who  had  been  high-prieil,  dnd  Jofepli  the 
hiftbrian^  who  had  the  cditifnand  iti  Galilee^ 
At  Jerufalem,  Anantis  had  much  trouble  wkh 
the  feditious  Skarii,  asid  endeavoured  to  ap-^ 
prdiend  Simon  the  fonof  Gioras,  who  was  at 
theheadof  agredft  party  of  them,  plundering 
the  country,  but  he  efcaped  to  Maffada. 

At  thie  breaking  out  of  this  war,  Nero  was 
in  Achaia,  and  being  diiTatisfied  with  the 
conduftof  Ceftius,  he  gave  the  command  to 
Vefpafita,  who  fenthisfon  Titus  to  Alexan* 
dria,  to  bring  fome  legions  which  Were 
Rationed  there,  whtk  he  advanced  to  Syria. 
This  was  the  ikuation  of  things  at  the  end  of 
the  year  66. 

At  thfe  beginning  of  the  next  year,  Titus 
joined  his  father  at  l^tolernais,  and  then  the 
whole  Roman  arnmy,  including  auxiliaries, 
amounted  to  fixty  thoufand.  The  only  con- 
iiderable  ipefiilance  that  Vefpafian  met  with 
irasfat  Jotapata^  where  Jofephus  commanded; 
but  after  forty  days  the  place  was  taken  and 
deitrbyed^  and  Jofepfaus,  who  had  efcaped, 
foon  a^er  furrender^d  to  the  Romans.  In  the 
courfe  trf  this  year  Vefpafian  and  hk  fon  made 
themfelv^es  mafters  of  all  Galilee,  fdiing  the 
inhabitants  for  jflaves*  But  John  the  fon  of 
Levi  who  commanded  the  feditious  Sicarii  in 
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that  -part  of  the  country,  ftnd  who  feld  befen 
yciy  trduhlefonle  to  Jbfcplius,  tttede  Md  efcbpe 
to  jerafakim. 

Atlhis  time  iwinjr  of  the  elderfy  people 
were  fbr  pelce,  bu^tfeey  were  riot  able  to  re- 
ftiain  the;viQlence<tf  the  re®;  and  the'  Sicarii 
getting  into  the  city,  maflacred  without  mercy 
whom  they  plcaied,  i^n  order  to  poflHsthem- 
felvc$ofthcirweahh,efpeciaily<Mithepretence 
of  their  being  for  peace  with  the  Rortans,  rfnd 
foraiing  dtfigns  to  deliver  up  the  city.  John, 
whoat  firft  had  taken  part  with  Ananus,  who 
commanded  )in  the  town,  foon  joined  thefe 
Sicaru^  and  ktpt  IpofleiSion  to(  the  temple 
agatnft  Jiim.  Notifittdihg  hifttfelf  ftrong 
enotti^,  they  igot  twenty  thousand  Id^umcans 
introduced  into  the  t^vOti'^  and  tTren  breaking 
ant  Upmn  the  inhabitants,  they  killed  the 
next  day  eight  rhdUfand  five  hundred  perfons, 
ind  Juaiong  the  grfcft  Ananfts  himfelf.  The 
havock  they  made  in  the  city  was  fo  great, 
that  twelve  thoufand  perfons  were  Irft  hy 
tfaemiihbuiied..  At  length  the  Idumeans  were 
fiiocked  with  the  conduct  of  their  aflociates^ 
and  left  the  <:ity. 

While  the  Jews  dt  Jerufalem  were  thus 
madly  employed  in  deftroying  one  another; 
Vcfpafian,  perceiving  how  mudi  this  was^to 
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his  advantage,  refrained  from  making  any  at- 
tempt upon  the  place,  but  poifeiTed  himfelf 
of  all  the  country,  except  the  caftle  of  Ma- 
cheron.  On  the  death  of  Nero,  the  troops  of 
Yefpafian  faluted  him  emperor,  and  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  devolved  upon  his  fon 
Titus. 

It  was  in  the  interval  bet  ween  the  retreat  of 
Ceftius,  and  the  approach  of  Titus,  that  the 
cbriftians,  in  the  city  and  country,  warned  by 
the  prophecies  of  our  Saviour,  and,  as*  Eufe- 
bius  moreover  fays*,  by.  perfons  divinely 
infpired,  all  fled  into  the  dominions  of  Ag^rip- 
pa,  beyond  the  fea  of  Galilee,  refiding  chiefly 
in  the  city  of  Pella,  and  its  neighbourhood. 
There  they  continued  feveral  centuries,  though 
.gradually  diminifliing  in  numbers,  till,  at 
length  they  became  extihft.  Many  of  them, 
however,  returned  after  the.  war,  and  conti- 
nued at  Jemfalem  till  the  time  of  Adrian. 

Before  the  approach  of  Titus,  the  Jews 
had  been  far  from  making  any  advantage  of 
theabfence  of  their  enemies*.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  had  been  doing  themfelves.  infinite 
mifchief  by  their  divifions,  fo  that  at  his  ap-» 
proach  there  were  rhree  hoftile  fadioris  in  the 
.place.  The  interior  part  of  the  temple  was 
»    *  JLil).  iii.  Cap.  5.  p.  93. 
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held  by  Eleazar,  whofe  partifans  were  not 
numerousf,  but  they  were  the  bcft  fortified. 
John  lyas  in  the  outer  part  of  the  temple,  and 
Simon  the  fon  of  Gioias  commanded  in  the 
town  at  large.  This  Simon  had  been  nv^^ 
ing  the  Country,  and  had  been  let  into  the 
city  by  the'  people  to  oppofe  John,  whofe 
followers  were  gui|ty  of  the  greateft  excefles^ 
and  who,  it  was  feared,  would  even  fet  fire 
to  the  city 

In  the  daily  ffaruggle  between  thefe  fadlions 
'all  theftores  of  provifions  in  the  place,  which 
might  have  fufficed  for  a  long  fiege,  were 
wantonly  dcftroyed;  and  the  temple  itfelf 
was  often  full  of  blood  and  dead  bodies.  At 
length  Eleazar,  admitting  the  followers  of 
John  to  worfliip  in  the  temple,  was  over- 
powered and  flaih  by  fome  of  them  who  had 
arms  concealed  under  their  garments,  fo  that 
all  the  Sicarii  were  then  under  John,  whofe 
armed  followers  were  eight  thoufand  and  four 
hundred,  while  thofe  of  Simon,  who  held  the 
city,  were  ten  thoufand  befides  five  thoufand 
Idumeans.  Thefe  parties,  though  fo  hoftile  to 
each  btl^er,  always  united  againft  the  Ro- 
mans. 

Titiis  brought  with  him  four  legions  be- 
fides auxiliary  troops,  and  arrived  a  fliort 
M3  time 
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thnebcforc  the  paffoVcr;  fo  thsfi  the  citf  Watf 
fuU'  of  peojpk,  who  foon  coftfunied  what  pro* 
viiionfi  were  iri  it  i  and  the  confequeiice  pf  this 
was  extreme  f(firoiBe,  and  its  eonftju^t  attend-^ 
ant  peilikiicie.  On  tKe  paffover  ffreceding» 
iuircftimate.had  been  mtde  of  the  peoplq  who 
rtforted,  iQ  Jbrufakra,  >  by  eounting  the  tmrn^ 
bet  oflamba  th»t  were  killed  for  the  purpofei 
{s0m  which  lit  was  compyted  that  they  4*4 
not  amount  to  lefs  than  two  millions  iiv^ 
)iw£dred  and^ty^fix  thouiandi  but  it  cannot 
^fupppfed  that  the  city  contained  half  ^his 
number  when'  it  was;a;€):ilal}y  befieged,  ^fpe? 
cially  as  the  arrival  of  Tit q&  was  a  litt^  hefori^ 
the  paiSbyer.  For  though  great  nuoibera 
^qld  crowd  idf  legardleis  of  all  confequ^ncesi 
sn^ny,  np  doubts  would  be  deterrec^fronn^  en^ 
fering  in  thoie  drcumftanfCes.  ^^ 

The  g:reateA  part  of  the  diftrtfs^  of  the  Jew« 
)n  this  mqi^  memorable  fiege  arofe  not  from 
l^heir  enem,ie^i  but  from  themfelves^  Titu^ 
haying  foanrnade  himfelf  mailer  of  everyr 
thing  tqthejiiQrth  of  the  tower  of  Aotonia^ 
whidi  waSr  not  far  from  the  temple,  endea-* 
Yoj^ed  by  all  gentle  i^e^hods  to  bring,  the 
inhabitants  to  terms,  and  gave  leave  to  all 
V^ho  chofeit  to  leave  the  plaec^f  but  this  was 
|)f  evented  by  the  leaders  of  the  fau^ions.  J04 
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fephusi  aJfo»  by  order  ofTitiMi,  addreflcd  th^ 
pcc^cia  a  Icmg  ^r^d  af^ionate  fpecch,  but 
this  alfor  produced  no  tStOi.  What  the  peo^ 
pie  iWffirved  from  the  ajttack$  of  the  Romans 
was  very  kiconiiderable^iiotwithflanding  they 
employed  all  their  ufua)  methods  of  aiT^uIt^ 
foch  as  battering  rams,  baliftse,  and  the  likei 
hat  the  dreadful  ef&ds:  of  famine  were  foon 
fdht  in  the  extreme.  A  woman  of  fome  rankt 
and  in  good  circumftancea,  was  found  eating 
her  own  child,  a  thing  to  which  the  Jews 
wottld  have  much  greater  aver&oQ  than  any 
edier  peiDple.  Tboufaods  would,  no  doubts 
chufe  to  lanquiih  and  die,,  rather  thani  have  ret 
courfe  to  fo  bonrible  a  method  of  prolonging 
their  lives ;  and  yet  this  cannot  be  fuppofed  to 
Imve  been  the  only  initance  of  the  kind* 

The  followers  of  John  and  Simon  wese 
guilty  of  the  moft  (hocking  cmeltiea  in  ovdey 
to  fecure  provifums  for  themfelves»  torturing 
and  putting  to  death  without  mercy  i  ^d  ytU 
notwithfbnding  this  refource,  the  mien  in 
aims,  were  obliged  to  go  without  the  walls  to 
fearch  for  whatever  they  couki  fin4  that  wa§ 
fsatabk*  '  Thefe  Titus,  wher\  he  cpyld  ki:^et 
tfaeni^  crucified*  fometitmes  five  hundired  in  ^ 
^^  iotlnat  at  length  th^  could  mt  find 
WQoAim  cawfiM^Or  room  tq  «rc^  tbf ffj^  Some; 
M4  of 
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of  them  Titus  fcnt  back  with  tKcir  hands  ciit 
oflF,  and  otherwife  maimed;  but  this  had  no 
cfFeft  whatever  on  thofe  within  the  city.         t 
"   Titus,  perceiving  that  all  his  attempts  to 
reduce  the  place  by  force  were  in  vain,  fuch 
was  the  ftrength  of  the  walls  ^  and  the  defpe*- 
rate  courage  of  thofe  who  defended  them» 
and  knowing  that  the  famine  would  in  time 
do  the  bufinefs  for  him,  at  length  endeavoured 
to  quicken  the  effeifts  of  it  by  making  a  wall 
of  circumvailation^  as  it  was  termed,  quiteround 
the  place;  and  thereby  prevented  any  froin 
going  into,  or  coming  out  of  it . .   This  occa-* 
iioned  a  dreadful  increafe  of  the  mortality 
within  the  city;  fo  that  the  living  not  being 
able  to  bury  the  dead,  contented  themfelves 
with  throwing  them  over  the  walls.    Titus, 
feeing  the  ditch  full  of  dead  bodies,  was  fd 
much  affeiSted  with  it,  that  it  is  faid,  he  lifted 
uphishknds  to  heaven,  and  called  God  to 
witncft,  that  this  was  not  owing  to  him.       r- 
Notwithftanding  the  care  that  was  taken  to 
prevent  any  perfons  from    efckping  to  •  the 
the  enemy,  befbre  the  building  of  the  wall  of 
circumvallation,'  many  did  get  out,  and  the 
humanity  of  the  Romans  received  them  ;  but 
fome  of  them  being  obferved  toexatliine  their 
excrements,  in  order  to  pick  out  of  them  the 
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money,  jewels,  &c.  which  (having  no  other 
method  of  concealing)  they  had  fwallowed,. 
the  Arabians  and  Syrians  in  the  army  pri-^ 
vately  killed  great  numbers  of  them,  in  hope^ 
of  finding  treafure.  In  one  night  t^yo  thou-^ 
find  were  found  difpatched  for  this  purpofe^ 
*nd  though  Titus,  on  difcoveriqg  it,  thfear* 
tened  torpuniftifuch  enorrpities  with  death,  i^ 
did  not  prevent  many  .mijrders  being  ftilj 
committed  with  this  view. 
^  While  the  poor  were  carried  out  at  the 
gates,  to  be  buried  at  the  public  expcnce,  a 
deferter  told  Titus,  that  at  one  of  the  gates? 
where  he  was  ftatipned,  there  were  carried  put 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  thoufand  eight  hun-. 
dred  and  eighty,  between  the  fourteenth  of 
April,  when  the  fiege  commenced,  and  ther 
firft  of  July  J  Another  faid  that  they  had 
carried  out  at.  all  the  gates  fix  hundred  thou* 
fend,  and  that  then,  being  unable  tQ  carry 
♦hem  all  out,  they  had  filled  whple  houfes 
with  them,  and  (hut  them  up. 

On  the  feventeenth  of  July,  Titqs  tpolc  the 
citadel  of  ^ntoqia,  and  confequently  ap« 
proachcd  the  temple;  and  at  that  tim^the 
daily  facrifice  was  difcpntiou^  fpr  want  of 
vfdims.  On  the  eighth  of  Augu(l  the  Ro- 
Tnans,  npt  being  ab}e  fo  make  an^  impreilion 

upon 


Digitized  by 


Google 


»7i>         THE  HISTpRY  Or  THE     JPee.^ 

v^on  the  feccmd  ioclofure  of  tbe  temple^  £rt 
fire  to  the  gates,  which  fdon  cxtecided  it{^ 
to  the  galleries ,  and  continued  to  rage  the  fc-> 
mainder  of  that  day  and  the  iollawingn^bti 
ib  that  they  were  now  in  pofleifion  of  (Ke  Qut^ 
ward  court,  in  which  was  the  altar  of  bUmt'^ 
e^rii^g.  Titus  would  ftill  have  &ve<i  the 
body  of  the  temple,  confining  of  the  holy  and 
ivYoft  holy  places ;  but  a  foldicr  fettin^  firo  to 
a  building  that  was.  contiguous  to  it,  this  alfo 
tooklfire,  and  notwithflanding  the  endeavours 
of  Titus  to  prevent  it,  was  burned  to  the 
ground.  This  was  on  the  tenth  of  the^montli 
Ab,  the  fifth  month  of  tbe  paffover  ia  Nifan, 
and  as  Jofephus  fays,  on  the  famje  day  of  thQ 
year  on  which  it  had  been  burned  in  the  time 
of  Nebuchadnez^zar  ♦. 

There  periflied  in  and  about  the  temple  fix 
thoufand  men,  women,  and  children,  d6-i 
ceived  by  a  prophecy,  which  promifed  thenx 
Ibme  extraordinary  appearance  in  their  fst-^ 
vour.  There  were  feveral  of  thefe  falfe  pro* 
j^hets,  who  perpetually  deceived  the  people, 
and  prevented  many  from  going  over  to  the 
Romans. 

Titus^  was  now  completely  mafter  of  the 
place,  and  as  f6on  as  poifible  he  put  an  end  to 
* '  De  Bello  Judaico,  Lib.  vii.  Cap  J  lo, 
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the  ikugbtfer ;  John  and  Simon,  w1k>  had  far- 
j€ndcfed»  baiigrcfCTved  to  ^racehts  triumph . 
it  wa^  i^ppofed  that  one  million  one  hundred 
tind  ten  tfeou&nd  people  periihed  in  this  fiege^ 
and  nincty-feVen  thoufand  were  expofed  ti» 
fat^f  but  at  length  they  could  find  no  part- 
chafers, 

Oi  the  t»f th-day  of  his  brother  Domitiai|y 
ttiore  than  two  thoufand  five  hundred  Jews 
were  mafiachred,  fome  by  fire,  fame  fay  wild 
beafts,  and  others  as  gladiators. .  A  great  xmm^ 
ber.alfo  wei;e  deftroyed  at  fome  games  which 
Titus  exhibited  at  Berytus,  on  the  cekhration 
of  his  father's  acceiiloa  to  the  empire.  At 
his  own  triumph,  John  and  Simon,  withfeven 
hundred  Jews,  were  led  in  procefiion,  after 
which  Simon  was  put  to  death,  and  probably 
John  alfo.  In  this  triumph  the  golden  candlcti 
fiick  with  feven  branches,  the  fame  probably 
which  had  been  carried  to  Babylon  by  Ne» 
buchadnezzar,  and  reftored  by  Cyrus,  with 
other  holy  veiTels,  were  publicly  exhibited; 
and  the  figures  of  them  may  ftill  be  perceived 
on  the  triumphal  arch  which  was  ered:ed  on 
this  occafion  at  Rome. 

The  entire  conqueft  of  the  country  was 
completed  by  Titus's  liemcnants ;  the  laft 
place  that  held  Qut  being  the  fortfefe  of  Maf- 
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fada,  which  was  deemed  to  be  impregnable; 
-There  Elcazar,  the  grandfon  of  Judas  of  Ga- 
Jilee,  commanded;  but  feeing  no  means  of 
cfcape,  he  advifed  his  followers  to  die  by  their 
own  hands,  rather  than  furrender  to  the  Ro^ 
mans.  This  advice  they  took;  dnd  having 
firft  killed  their  wives  and  children,  they  dif- 
.patched  one  another,  to  the  liumWr  of  fix 
hundred  and  ninety.  This  was  the  fiftecntk 
of  April,  A.D.  73,  feven  years  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war*. 
.  After  the  rcdudlion  of  Judea,  the  Sicarii 
ilill  created  difturbances  in  Egypt  and  Cyrenc, 
where  one  Jonathan  induced  many  to  follow 
him  into  the  defert,  by  the  promife  of  per- 
forming miracles';  but  he  was  foon  over- 
powered by  the  governor  of  the  province^ 
carried  to  Rome,  and  burned  alive.  Three 
thoufand  were  maflacred  on  this  occafion,  and 
it  is  computed  that  there  peri(hed  in  the  whole 
of  this  fatal  war  one  million  three  hundred 
and  thirty-feven  thoufand  four  hundred  arid 
ninety,  bcfides  many  of  whom  no  account 
coiild  be  coUefted. 

^  Such  was  the  dreadful  iffue  of  this  war,  ter- 
minating in  the  utter  downfal  of  the  Jev^rifli 
flate  and  nation,  from  which  it  has  never  ^fe« 

*  De  Bello  Judaico,  Lib.  vii.  Cap.  28. 
X  covered 
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covered  to  this  day,  involving  in  it  the  de- 
ilrudionof  the  temple  and  the  difcontinuance 
of  the  fervices  annexed  to  it.  The  defolation 
x)f  the  country  itfelf  went  on  increafing,  till, 
from  being,  for  it's  fizc,  one  of  the  moft  fer^ 
tile  and  populous  countries  in  the  world,  it  is 
now  the  moil  barren  and  defolate,  fifty  thou* 
fand  being  the  lateft  computation  of  the  num- 
ber of  all  its  inhabitants** 

All  thefe  calamities  were,  no  doubt,  ac- 
complifhed  by  natural  caufes,  and  therefore 
fuch  as  might  have  been  expe<fted  from  a 
thorough. knowledge  of  the  temper  of  the 
inhabitants,  their  refradlory  difpofition  to- 
wards the  Romans,  their,  factions  among 
themfelvesj  and  their  abfurd  ^confidence  in 
fupematural  affiftance,  joined  to  a  knowledge 
of  their  real  weaknefs,  compared  with  the 
overbearing  power  of  the  Roman  empire. 
But  who  befides  the  Supreme  Being  could 
have  forefeen  all  thefe  circumflances,  or  have 
known  that  the  operation  of  them  would  have 
led  to  this  precife  Catalbrophe,  when  the  re- 
bellion might  have  terminated  in  many  other 

ways,  and  not  in  fuch  a  tptal  ruin  of  the  toun- 

• 

*  This  is  the  computation  of  Villani,  but  traveljers 
with  whom  I  have  cohverfcd,  and  on  whom  I  can  de- 
pend, fay  that  they  muft  be  i^ore  than  twice  tijijit.^am- 

try. 
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tisf^  and  dtfpcriion  of  its  mhabitaiiti.  Tin 
liivme  forcfight  is  tkensfore  coni^cuous  in 
our  Saviour's  clear  prtdidion  of  tfaefe  eyentB^ 
with  all  their  ctpical  circumftattce^^  which 
every  reader  of  this,  narrative  itivdl  perceive, 
when  it  does  not  appear  that  any  other  pcriast 
had  the  leail  appiehenfion  of  £ftch  a  thing. 
The  Jews  now  fay,  that  our  Saviour  found  all 
this  that  he  foretold  in  the  prophecies  of  Da« 
nid  5  but  why  did  not  their  own  fcribes,  the 
prof<^ifed  interpreters  of  the  law  aftd  the  pro«^ 
ph^$«  fiad  the,  leading  men  of  tbeif  owii  Afu 
tion»  4if^pover  the  fame  in  that  bopk ? 

The  judice  and  wifiii^n  of  the  SuiH'e|f!>6 
Being  are  equally  coafpicuous  in  this  fi;eat 
event.  A  jMirticulw  v^sidt^^  had  ever  at4 
tended  that  people^^  They  had  2(Iway^  Aou«> 
riihed  while  they  were  obedient  to-  Qod  ani 
bi$  prophets,  and  calamity  of  fome  kind  or 
0d>er  had  been  the  neVer-^aiLlfiig  confequeoee 
of  thfcir  difobcdience  J  and  never  ihad  the  nai^ 
t4on  ift  general  (hewn  a  more  vperverie:and  ob« 
jOtifiat^  4ifpofition  toivairds  any  f^rophets,  thaa 
they  did  with  refpciia  to  Chrift  and  the  apof- 
tle^,  though  m  proptets  faadever  been  lent 
to  them  with  more  evident  marks  of  a  divine 
miffion .  Th^ir  inveteracy  to  chriiftianity  con- 
tinues t4>  this  day,  and  fo^ocs  their  difperfion, 
J  though 
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thcm#i  tfaey  are  flill^a  diftmift/pco^te^'andL 

netbr  mik,  -fo  as  to  be^cDnfOTridfd^^with  anf 

4>f  the  tiations  among  ivbmii.  they:  '•  ktt  ifettle)^ 

But  we  may  hope  that  the  time  is  apptx^ach^ 

ing  vrhtii  their  unhelielf  in  chriftianity^  and 

ihcir  calamities  will:  both  ceafe,     Ahetteir 

difpoiition  is  already  in  ibkne  meafure^ppai 

iwit  in  them,  and  the  treatment  they  meet 

with  from  other  natiqns  is  alfo  b«ter  than  it 

has  been.    May  God  halkn  the  time  wSiea 

this  his  favoured  people  ihall,  by  their  n^ 

pentafice  and  convetfion  to  chriftianity,  re^ 

coyer  the  place  theyiibmnerly  had  in  his  fa^ 

vuar,  and  in  cotifequence  of  it  be  reftbred  to 

their  country ,  and  be  to  the  end  of  itheworld 

what  prophecy  ailuKs  us  they  id^iilije,  thd 

moft  dii)iiiigui(hed  natioai  upon  earth  ^  ^ 

We  may  naUiuiaUy  lament  thiis  fiiiitetcrate 
obftinacy  in  the  great  body  of  itiicrjews,  tod 
their  rancorous  oppoiition  to  dud^nity,  v^ 
the  promulgation  of  it ;  but  we  may  eafily 
perceive  that  it  was  calculated  to  have  the 
happieft  effeiSt  with  refpedt  to  the  evidence, 
and  confequently  the  moral  influence,  of  chrif- 
tianity,and  with  that  thehappinefs  of  all  man- 
kind in  future  time.  It  will  now  be  for  ever 
unqueflioned,  that  the  rulers  of  the  Jewifli 
nfttion«  in  which  chriftianity  rofe,  were  by  no 

means 
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xneaos  favourable  to  it»  and  that  the  Jewifli 
fcriptiircs  (the  authenticky  of  which  is  fuij*. 
pofed  by,  the  writers  of  the  new  teftament^ 
and  of  which  they  avail  themfclves  in  proving 
the  melfiahfhip  of  Jefus)  were  no  forgeries  of 
theirs.    At  the  fame  time  it  will  be  evident, 
that  fo  many  thoufands  t>f  this  obftinate  na-^ 
tion,  the  moft  attached  to  their  own  laws; 
and  fo  averfe  to  the  pretentions  of  fuch^a 
meffiah  as  Jefus  was,  could  never  have  been 
brought  to  admit  his  claims,  and  become  his 
difciples,  at  the  rifque  of  every  thing  dear  to 
them  in  life,  and  of  life  itfclf^  as  was  adbually 
the  cafe,  without  the  moft  fat;sfaftory\cyi* 
dencc.    This  will  alfo  appea^  to  have  been 
the  qafe  while  the  la<fls  were  recent i  while 
both  the  friends  and  the  eriemies  of  chrifti- 
anity  had  the  beft    opportunity,   and   the 
ftrongeft  motives,  to  examine  them  with  th& 
greateft  rigour* 


SEC- 
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S  E  C  T  I  O  N    XL 

General  Obfervations  on  the  DoBrine  and  Difci- 
pline  of  the  Chrijlian  Church  at  this  Period. 

IT  is  moft  evident,  from  the  book  of  Adts, 
the  hiftory  of  which  extends  through  almoft 
the  whole  of  the  period,  the  events  of  which 
we  have  been  reviewing,   that  no  dodtrinc 
had  been  advanced  by  the  apoftles,  and  firft 
preachers  of  chriftianity,  that  gave  offence  to 
the  Jews,  befides  that  of  Jefus  being  the  Mef- 
fiah.    Had  there  been  any  appearance  of  an 
iafringcment  of  the  great  do&rine  of  the  ^z- 
t»W  urtity^  tb  which  the  Je^X^s  were  then,  and 
ftill  continue  to  be,  fo  much  attached,  by  the 
advancement  of  any  thing  approaching  to  the 
dodrine  that  is  now  received  of  the  divi?iity 
of  Chriji,  it  could  not  but  have  excited  the 
greateft outcry  imaginable;  as  it  did  after- 
wards^ when  that  dodtrine  was  advanced,  and 
as  it  continues  to  do  at  this  very  day* 

As  all  the  Jews  expefted  that  their  Mef- 
fiah  would  be  a  mere  man,  the  natural  de« 
fcendant  of  David,  it  is  evident  that  the  apof- 
tles, and  other  primitive  chriftians,  who  were 

Vol.  I.  N  all 
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all  zealous  Jews,  muft  have  received  him  as 
fuch.  It  is  evident  from  theGofpels»,and  ii 
acknowledged  by  all  chriftian  writers  of  the 
four  firft  centuries,  that  the  apoftles  confi-- 
dered  him  in  no  other  light  during  the  whole 
of  their  intercoarfe  with  him;  having  no  idea 
of  his  being  God,  or  the  creator  of  the  world 
imdet  God.  It  is  no  kfs  evident  &om  fte 
A6ls  of  the  apoftles,  and  is  ^iaacknonvio^sed 
by  the  fame  early  vrrhas^  who  vmc  thesn« 
ielves  trinitarians,  that  the  apoftles  ^ummmeed 
him  as  £u(ii  to  their  natioo^  and  the  woddt 
viz.  as  fiothicc  nsore  than  a  man  apprmsed  tT 
God  hyjigns  ani  %vonier^  wbki  Cod  did  iy  inm^ 
and  whom  God  had  raifod  ffom  the  dead* 
And  that  thef  had  any  private  in£MrmiitiDa 
pf  their  raafter  being  t>f  a  higher  cank  in 
the  creation  than  tfaem&lyes,  but  lihat  »thef 
thought  it  prudctnt  to  ufe  gceat  referve  m  the 
communication  of  this  Jcoowlexilge  tootbefs 
^though  iUch  is  faid  ti^have  boea  their  oofb- 
dudt  by  (he  afici^nt  trtnttactan  writers  aboyie 
{referred  tojttsab&rlatelyjimrredible. 

Whenever  any  fuch  dad3inne  as  that  x)f 
Chiift  being  of  a  jrosdc  iupecior  to  dbat.of  man 
Jbad  been  divulged,  fineeno  fiioh  pBrfibat  -had 
ever  been  fent  >to  the  Jeiws  brforc,  or  izad  been 
announced  by  any  of  their  prophusts  i^n  they 
3  them- 
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themfelves  underftppci  tfeeir  writings)  to  b^ 
fent  to  them  in  futures,  sod  as  they  cquld  not 
eonceive  that  any  purpofe  of  divine  provi?- 
dence  could  require  the  interpofition  of  fuch 
a  Being,  it  jnuft  have  excited   the  great-^ 
eft  aftonifliment  poffible.    The  inform^tioij 
epujd  not  bi|t  have  been  received  with  great 
doubt  and  hefit«itionby  thofe  who  might  have 
?4ffljiWfi4  it,  gnjd  probably  with  abfolute  unr 
fe^ief  ^y  many  other  chriftMi^s.     /VU  tjbis, 
joiqod  U>  'the  offence  which  the  diyulgi^  of 
ijucl)i  a  dodrine  w/ould  jbjtve  given  jtp  the  Jews^ 
muft  have  pccaiipnjed  fixch  a  4ifcwfliop  of  tjie 
flmeftioi?,  ?i>d  fiich  coptrpyerfie?,  and  fcblfms, 
as  we  cip^ld  pot  but  have  he^rd  of.    Tlj? 
4offtrine  of  the  divinity  of  Clijri|l  is  the  obr 
|e&ion  whic^  cv^ry  J^w  na>y  iaaa}ce$  to  ^lay 
^ttefopts  ip  convprt  hiip  tq  phfj^i^njlty,  wi 
hiQiory  ih,ew$  tb^s  to  have  beei^i  the  c^ff^  frp;p[^ 
die  l^qp  tljat  it  was  generally  reqeivp4  ^ 
c;hriife^R?'     Yet  at  J:l?e  firii  preacl^ing  of  X^ 
goft^eUlhouftad^of  the  Jews  we^e  convertp^, 
nyijtjipiit  evj?r  v^kii^  fucli  ^n  pbjeditiof^ ;  ft 
1^1^  prppf  that  there  was  then  no  foundation 
fffX  it,  by  iijich  ?ixipj(arine  being  prpfeflfed  ^f 
Any.  chrift^;aa$.    There  is  not  the  ieafl:  ]tpr^e  of 
any  jcpntrpycrfy  whatever  jcpiicernipg  the  4Vr 

N  a  vinity 
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vinity  or  prc-cxiftence  of  Chrift  in  all  the 
book  of  Afts,  or  in  any  of  the  writings  of  the 
apoftles,  though  they  treat  at  large  of  fuch 
topics  as  excited  the  moft  attention  for  almoft 
forty  years  after  the  firft  promulgation  of 
chriftianity. 

It  is  apparent  from  all  thefe  writings,  that 
the  only  topic  of  difcuflion  with  the  imbe^ 
lieving  Jews  of  that  age  was  the  Meffiahfhif) 
of  Jefus ;  and  among  chriftians,  the  only  ar- 
ticles of  debate  were  the  profelyting  of  Gen- 
iiles  to  chriftianity,  without  fubjefting  them 
*to  the  law  of  Mofes,  and  the  notions  of  the 
<Tnoftics.    Thefe  were  confidered  as  fubvert- 
•ing  the  fundamental  principles  of  chriftianity, 
"becaufe  they  taught  that  it  was  not  jFr^j^that 
was  properly  the  Chriji^  or  that  he  had  -not 
^efti  and  blood  like  other  men ;  becaufe  they 
yenied  the  doftrine  of  the  refurreSion,  and 
Ijecaufe  their  principles  gave  countenance,  as 
it  was  thought  at  leaft,  to  great  immoralities. 
Thefe  therefore,  Paul,  Peter,  Jude,and  John, 
tn'oft  ftrenuoufly  oppofed.    But  with  refpedt 
to  the  doiStrines  of  the  divinity  and  pre-exift- 
ence  of  Chrift,  which  have  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  the  chriftian  world  from  about  the 
Kniddle  of  the  fecond  century  to  the  prefent 

time. 
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time,  they  are  abfolutely  filent,  and  all  that 
can  be  pretended  is,  that  they  incidentally 
mention,  or  allude  to  them.  i/. 

It  is  fomething  remarkable,  however,  that 
the  moll  ftrenuous  exertions  of  the  apoftles, 
were  not,  in  either  of  thefe  cafes,  crowned 
with  complete  fuccefs.  According  to  Juftin 
Martyr,  many  of  the  Jewifli  chriftians  were 
fo  much  attached  to  their  peculiar  rites,  that 
they  could  not  reconcile  themfelves  to  the 
Gentile  chriftians,  who  had  not  firft  become 
profelytes  to  Judaifm,.  and  they  never  had 
much  efteem  for  the  apoftle  Paul,  who  had 
been  the  great  advocate  for  the  liberty  of  the 
Gentile  churches,  and  made  no  ufe  of  his 
writings.  It  can  hardly  be  fuppofed,  how- 
ever, that  this  was  the  cafe  with  the  majority 
of  the  Jewifli  chriftians,  confidering  the  high 
commendation  of  Pjiul's  epiftles  by  Peter,  and 
that  in  every  thing  that  he  did  he  had  the 
countenance  of  the  other  apoftles. 
.  It  is  poflibic  that  fomeexpreffions  of  Paul, 
which  perhaps  were  unguarded,  might  be  the 
reafon  of  the  diflikc  which  the  zealous  Jewifli 
chriftians  in  general  had  for  him,  and  of  the 
averfion  they  had  to  his  writings.  They 
have  certainly  been  much  mifunderftood  by 
chriftiansi  who  have  thence  been  led  to  ima« 
N  3  glnc 


Digitized  by 


Google 


iBi  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE      Per.!. 

ginc  that  he  confidercd  the  law  of  Mofes  as 
abolilhcd  by  chriftianity,  though  his  praftice, 
which  is  certainly  the  bcft  interpreter  of  his 
language,  fufficiently  proves  that  he  could 
not  have  any  fuch  meaning.  This  fadt, 
however,  among  miny  others,  (hews  that 
aportolical  authority  was  not,  in  that  age,  of 
fo  grdat  account  as  it  was  afterwards.  The 
apoiWes  were  chiefly  confidtered  as  AVitnefles 
of  ciVtain  important  Ifads,  with  which  they 
ive'rc  the  beft  acquainted.  Particulir  revela- 
ticJhs  were  alfo  made  to  fohie  ojf  them  (thoWgh 
thefe  sV'feire  riot  confined  to  (he  apoffles,  as  we 
fee  in  the  cafe  of  Agabus)  and  on  thefe  ac* 
fcoiin^s  they  were  refpcfted  as  any  other  pro- 
phets would  hive  been;  but  their  opim&ns^  ^n'd 
j\idgitt6nts,  as  we  may  leam  frofh  ^^ftat  t)afflcd 
in  the'couricil  of  the  apolHes,  and  indeed  frorii 
their  takihg  ifd  mlith  jji&fes  as  they  did  iti  tlitii 
^ritrngS  to  convince  other  chriftians  Of  thfc 
truth  of  theit  opihions,  and  iht  ptdp^ttf  of 
the  praAices  which  they  recoitimiendc;d,^*vfth- 
oiit  deci<iiti^  authothatiVeiy,  had  tic  ittore 
weig^A  'than  thofe  of  other  inten. 

TlietjrtoAicis,  though  they  i^tt  ptobably, 
in  a  great  Weafure,  fil^rtced  by  the  eflforts  of 
^  apbAles,  ^hich  ^v'ere  iici'tiife^  exerted  t* 
the  uViWdid  fOI:  th*  fjtfrpbiffr,  iftili  kept  tfceit 

ground. 
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firound^  and  many  of  them  had  their  ftsparate 
aflemblies,  befides  being  mix^cd  with  other 
chriftians,  as  we  learn  from  the  epiftles  of 
John,  which  were  writt^en  long  after  thofe  of 
Paul,  Peter,  and  Jude ;  fo  th^t  whatever  efFecSt 
thefe  could  have  produced,  it  muft  by  that 
time  have  been  fully  feen ;  and  in  the  age 
immediately  following  that  of  the  apoftlcs, 
they  made  a  greater  figure  than  ever  they  had 
done  before.  There  was  fome thing  in  their 
principles  fo  exceedingly  plauiible,  and  they 
were  fo  generally  received  by  all  perfons  who 
pretended  to  philofophy ,  or  more  knowledge 
than  the  vulgar,  that  the  better  educated 
among  the  chriftian  converts  were  generally^ 
taken  with  them. 

The  evil  that  is  in  the  world  could  not,  in, 

their  opinion^  have  the  fame  origin  with  the 

jgooJthat  is  in  it,  not  being  able  to  conceive 

bow  evil,  in  fo  great  an  extent,  could  be  fub«- 

fervienc  to  good«    So  mixed  a  fyftem  as  this 

is,  they,  therefore,  thought  to  be  unworthy 

of  infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs*    As  to  the 

dckirine  of  a  foul,  diftini^  from  the  body^ 

which  had  pre^exifted  in  aiv  angelic  ihite,  and 

for  iicnne^  offence  committed  in  that  Aate  had 

been  degraded,  and  confined  to  the  body,  as 

a  puniibment,  it  had  been  the  great  do^rine 

'    N4  of 
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of  the  caftern  fagcs  from  time  immemorial; 
and  fo  inchanting  is  the  idea,  that  very  few 
chriftians  in  proportion  can  even  now  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  part  with  it,  and  to  believe 
with  Mofes,  that  man  was  made  of  the  duftof 
the  ground,  or  wholly  of  what  is  called  mutter, 
which  was  afterwards  made  to  breathe  and 
live;  and  that  this  breathy  or  life^  which  is  com- 
mon to  brute  animals  as  well  &s  men,  is  the 
higheft  fenfe  of  that  word  in  the  fcriptures 
which  we  render  fouL 

The  Gnoftics  alfo .  fuppofed  that,  befidcs 
thofe  fpi ritual  beings,  which  became  the  com- 
mon fouls  of  men,  there  were  intelligences  of 
'a  higher  order,  which  fprung  more  imme- 
.-  diately,  and  by  way  of  dired:  emanation,  from 
the  fupreme  mind  (for  having  no  idea  of  the 
creation  of  any  thing  out  of  nothing,  evtvf 
thing  of  the  nature  of  mind  was  fuppofed  to 
haye  been  derived  ultimately  from  the  one 
felf-exifting  mind)  and  that  thefe  fupcrior 
intelligences  defcended  occafionally  upon 
'earth,  either  affuming  the  fhadowy  forms  of 
men,  and  other  things,  or  entering  into  men, 
and  adling  upon  their  organs,  as  demons  were 
fuppofed  to  do  in  people  who  were  infafle, 

Thefe  were  the  fundamental  dod:rinesof 
the  Gnoftics,  and  they  endeavoured  to  con- 
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ned  them  with  chriftianity,  by  fii[$pofing 
that  Jefus  was  cither  himfclf  one  of  thofe  fu- 
perior  intelligences,  in  the  form  of  man,  but 
without  real  flefh  and  blood,  and  without  be- 
ing fubjedl  to  the  pains  and  infirmities  of  hu.- 
inan  nature ;  or  that  there  defcendcd  into  the 
man  Jefus,  one  of  thofe  Beings  of  a  higher 
order,  and  that  it  was  this  great  Beings  and 
not  the  man  'Jefus,  who  was  properly  the 
€hrifl,  and  who  was  appointed  by  God  to  ad: 
fo  important  a  part  in  the  affairs  of  men.  The 
apoftles  they  confidered  as  judging  only  by 
their  fenfes,  which  were  deceived  in  this  cRfe ; 
and  though  they  gave  entire  credit  to  them 
with  refpedt  to  every  thing  which  they  had 
feen',  or  heard,  of  Jefus,  before,  and  after  his 
refurredtioh,  they  confidered  thdm  as  plain 
unlettered  faien,  who  were  igAorant  of  what 
was  not  within  the  fphere  of  their  fenfes. 

As  io  the  dbdtrihe  of  the  refurreiSion  df  the 
body,  which  they  profeffed  to  hold  in  great 
contempt,  as  a  mere  clog  to  the  immortal 
foul,  they  thought  that  nothing  Was  meant  by 
it,  but  either  a  moral  change  in  the  mitlds  of 
men,  which  took  place  before  they  died;  or 
thatitfignified  theafcentof  th^fpul  to  its  pro- 
per abode  in  the  fuperibf  regions,  when  it 
was  difengaged  from  its  earthly  incumbrance. 
4  This 
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Thk  doArine  they  might  thiiik  (as  many  ivow 
do)  would  fufHciently  anfvrer  the  pulpofe  of 
%  future  ftate  of  retribution,  which  alone  is 
the  ^reat  objedt  and  end  of  chriflianity,  and 
6f  all  religion,  as  well  as  the  more  fimple,  but 
to  them  the  more  improbable  dod;rine»  which 
the  apoftlci  taught,  of  a  refurre€tion  of  any 
thing  that  had  died,  and  had  been  Committed 
to  the  grave* 

That  fomeof  the  Gnoftics,  in  oonfequence 
i^f  making  no  account  of  the  body,  might 
think  that  there  was  neither  moral  good  nor 
eyfil  in  any  thing  rejatihg  to  it,  and  might 
fhertfdre  think  tfaemfeWes  at  liberty  to  in* 
dulge  themfelvei  in  any  fenfual  excefles,  is 
ihOtimpofTible;  though  it  is  more  probable 
thit  every  thing  of  this  nature  wouH  be  greatly 
**aggerated  by  the  enemies  of  the  Gnoiticsj 
and  the  apoftles  themfelves,  being  men,  might 
too  haftily  give  credit  to  what  they  had  heard 
reported  concerning  them  }  as  very  fenfible  and 
worthy  mei)  among  the  heathens  for  a  long 
time  did  with  ttfptA  to  fimilar  reports  coni* 
Iteming  chriftianity  in  general  j  and  as  many 
prions  now  do  with  nfptdi  to  new  fe^s  in 
f  irticukr,  andall  thofe  who,  on  other  accountSi 
hav6  become  the  object  of  general  diiliket. 
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It  cannot  be  denied,  becaufe  it  is  clearly  itn-* 
plied  in  the  writings  of  the  apoftle  Paul  him** 
felf,  that  others  of  the  Gnoftics,  who  held  the 
fame  general  principle,  of  the  infinite  fupe« 
rioritf  of  the  mind  to  the  body,  were  led  by  it 
to  a6ts  of  mortification y  abftaining  from  flefli 
meat,  wine,  and  reprobating  even  marriage* 
That  the  Gnoftics  believed  in  a  future  ftatc^ 
aAd  the  divine  itiiffion  of  Xhrift,  is  evident 
from  there  being  martyrs  amotxg  them^ 
though  others  of  them  might  not  think  that 
atay  truth  Was  of  fo  rftuch  confequerice  as^  that 
ftien  ihould  die  for  it,  which  we  fee  to  havt 
been  the  cafe  with  many  other  chriftians,  wh6 
were  riot  Gnoftics. 

The  rehgi&us  rites  of  chriftians  of  this  itkAf 
period  were  few  and  fimple.  Their  publit 
worftiip  was  probably  conduced  as  was  thlt 
6f  the  Jews,  to  which  they  had  been  accuf^ 
tomed  in  their  fynegogues^  where  the  fcrip-^ 
tuties  virere  always  read,  and  prayers  knade^ 
JMd  Vfhtrt  exhortations  were  occafio«aHf 
given,  and  the  portions  of  fcripfure,  whick 
Were  reafd  in  courfe,  were  f6metim*s  ex- 
{founded.  To  this  they  added  the  c^lebrafidA 
Of  the  e«chiarift,  olr«ati«g  bread  ahd  tvine  m 
tewpeittbrancc  of  the  death  of  Chrift^  butt  pfo» 
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bably  with  little  form,  and  in  fuch  a  m^iner 
as  to  take  up  but  little  time. 

We  have  no  diftinft  account  of  the  adrni-* 
fiiftration  of  baptifm  in  this  period ;  but  it  is 
evident  th^t  very  few  words  were  employed 
in  the  bufinefs.    In  general^it  was,  no  doubt, 
performed  by  the  immerfion  of  the  body  in 
water,  that  being  an  eafy  and  a  pleafant  cuftom 
in  hot  climates,  and  the  drefs  was  fuch  as  to 
be  very  eaiily  put  off  and  on.    The  baths  alfa 
would  fumifli  convenience  for  this  ceremony 
in  inoft  places.    In  whatever  the  rite  of  bap* 
tifm  confifted,  it  was  adminiftered  upon  the 
£mpje  profeflion  of  repentance,  and  faith  in 
Chrift;  the  perfon  who  adminiftered  it  pro-r 
biably  faying,  **  I  baptife  thee  in  the  name  of 
"Jefus Chrift,"  or  varying  the expreffion  as  he 
thought  proper.    If  we  may  judge  from  the 
inftances  of  baptifm  occafibnally  mentioned 
in  the  book  of  A<5ts,  we  may  fafely  cortclude 
that  the  perfons  who  baptized  did  not  think 
themfelves  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  the  form 
hrientioned  by  Matthew,  **  In  the  name  of  the 
*•  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
'*  Ghofti"    though  nothing  was  originally 
meant  by  that,  befides  baptifm  intd  a  religion 
which camefrom  God,  which  was  publiftied  by 
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Chrift,  and  confirmed  by  giftsof  the  Holy 
Spirit/or  miracles, 

:  The  church  government  of  the  apdilolica) 
age  was  as  fimple  as  the  rites  of  it.  The  per- 
fons  who  had  the  moft  authority  were  the 
elders^  a'  title  which  had  been  borne  by  the 
rulers  of  the  Jewifti  fynagogues;  and  the 
fame  perfons  were  indifferently  QdWtAiiJhaps^ 
or  averfeers;  having  the  general  inrpc^ion 
of  every  thing  relating  to  any  particular 
<:hurch,  and  giving  their  time  and  attention  to 
the  concerns  of  it,  according  to  their  fcveral 
qualifications }  fome  in  public  teaching,  others' 
'm  keeping  >  up  order  and  difcipline*  otlfiers 
^)rdbaMy  vifi^ing  the  fick,.  and  others  inftru<ft- 
ingtheyonngv  &CJ&C.  -  f 

Iris  not  improbable  but  ihal  when  the  book 
:o£  Revelation  was  written^  one  of  thefe  cMers; 
inconfcquence  of  prefiding  (as  fome  one  of 
them  muft  have  done)  when  they  were  met 
to  confult  about  any  thingi in  common,  might 
have  obtained  fome  title  peculiar  to  himfelf, 
.as  that  of  tf;?^^/,  which  is  there  ufed;  though 
we  ncvjcr  find  any  farther  mention  of  it.  Afj^ 
tcrwards  the  title  of  iifhop  became  aprpiro- 
priated.tothisperfon,  while  the  reft  retained 
thq  original  appellation  of  prejbylers,  .which 
in  a  later  period  was  changed  into  priejis.  But 
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in  all  the  early  ages  the  bi0iop  had  no  power^ 
but  as  one  of  the  body  of  elders,  and  what  hfc 
derived  from  his  pcrfonal  influence^  though 
this  (ashewould,of  courfe,  be  the  moft  re^ 
{peAzbU  of  the  elders)  would  no  doubt  be 
confiderable.  There  was,  hqwevcrj  no  a6t 
or  office,  which  might  not  have  been  done  as 
regularly  by  any  other  of  the  eldef^  as  by  himr 
felf ,  and  he  had  no  aiuhority  beyond  his  ow» 
church,  or  as  we  fliould  fay,  parilh. 

Another  order  of  perfons  in  the  pximiiivft 
church,  was  tfaa^  of  deacon/^  a  rank  £ub0rdi^ 
nai;e  to  jthat  of  adders.  They  were  gecueraily 
yowigmeci,  whofe  huiinefs  it  W9S  to  attend 
4o  die  fecular  affairs  of  the  fociety,  iinder  thp 
diredtion  of  the  elders;  but  as  an  accurate 
4i&ija&iotk  in  offices  was  not  imich  attended 
;to,  it  is  pvofoable  th^t  the  deacons  were  often 
employed  in  aifli^ng  the  elders  in  their  pro>- 
per  fiondtiofi^,  for  which  they  would  by  this 
m»ms  he  gradually  prepared.  Thus  the 
Hrvcol  isxtraordinaiy  deacons  who  were  ehofen 
^o  afiift  the  apoiUes  in  the  care  of  the  poor, 
did  not  Qonfinfe  them&lves  to  that  o&$x^  but 
hequne,  fome  of  them  at  ieaik,  eminent 
fffitachcFS,  like  the  appftles  themfelves,  of 
which  the  hiftory  of  Stej^en  and  Philip  is  a 
iuJEcieoit  proof. 
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Wcaumt  and  partiailarly  ydiowi  who 
were  poor,  were,  in  this  age  of  primiti^rc  fioa^ 
fhdtff  jemplojicd  in  go-tain  oSicse  in  ii\» 
church,  prc^bly  in  attending  the  (lek,  a^ift^ 
ing  'ftrangers.  Sec.  for  which  they  were  aU 
lowed  a  certain  ftipend«  To  this,  no  doubc, 
Faul  alludes  when  he  fays,  bcnmr  nrnda^ps  tbcet 
are  widwft  indeed^  as  he  alkides  to  the  (akn^ 
of  tfaeelders  wheve  he^s  that,  they  mb^  bow 
ruled  well  are  worthy  tf  douUe  honwr.  Soch 
alfo  11,  no  doubt,  the  meaning  of  tftie  word 
bonwr  in  the  fifth  commandment,  Homur  eiy 
faither  and  tby  mother^  tliat  k^  give  them  a  tuf* 
ficient  vuantenance. 

The  fond  for  thefe  expences  was  a  commofi 
ilock,to  which  eivery  penfon  conteibnted  ac- 
cording to  his  ability,  a  colledtion  being  pro- 
bably made  for  this  purpofe  every  Lord's  day; 
andout  of  itthe  poor  were  relieved,  and  the 
officers  were  paid,  according  to  their  occa- 
£ons.  The  rich,  no  doubt,  received  nothing, 
but  cheerfully  gave  their  time  and  attendance 
to  whatever  bufinefs  they  undertook,  and 
others  received  no  more  than  was  neceflary  to 
their  comfortable  fubfiflence,  and  decent  ap- 
pearance. 

The  appointment  of  falaries,  as  well  as  the 
proportion  of  relief  to  the  poor,  and  every 
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^ing  elfe  relating  to  the  admihiilration  of  the 
af£tir$  of  the  fociety,  was  made  by  the  vote  of 
all  the  members  of  it,  including  the  cammon 
people^  as  well  as  the  elders  and  deacons.  For 
Hich  was  the  cuilom  till  a  pretty  late  period  in 
the  hiftory  of  chriftiauity .  But  in  thofe  days 
of  truly  chriftian  fimplicity  and  zeal  the  great 
ohjeSl  and  ufe  of  every  particular  regulation 
was  more  attended  to,  than  any  honour  or  emo^ 
lument  that  rcfulted  from  it.  Afterwards, 
alasl  the  objed:  was  kfs.thqught  of,  and  the 
perfonalconfideration  more;. till  at  length  tha 
latter  wholly  fwallo wed  up  the  formfer ;  pkc^s 
and  appointments  in  the  jcburch  being  confix 
dered  in  no  other  light  than  as  means  of  ad- 
vancing tqen  in  rank  and  fortune  in  the  vyrorld. 
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PERIOD    11. 

OP  THE  PERSECUTION  BY  DOMITIAKi^ 
AND  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH  TO  THE  END  OF  THE  REIGN 
OF    ADRIAN.  A.D.  138. 


SECTION     I. 

From  the  death  of  Nero^  A.  D.  69,  to  that  of 
T'rajan,  A.D.  117. 

NERO  had  rendered  himfelf  (o  odious 
by  his  folly  and  cruelty,  that  after  his 
death,  it  is  probable  that  his  meafures  would 
be  as  unpopular  as  himfelf;  and  therefore 
that,  though  the  laws  againft  chriftianity  flill 
fubfifted  they  were  not  then  generally  exe- 
cuted. In  general  ads  of  violence  do  not  con- 
tinue long,  humanity  interpofes,  and  the 
minds  of  the  moft  cruel  relent.  There  is  at  leaft 
afilencc  concerning  any  particular  cruelties  ex- 
ercifed  againft  chriftians,  from  the  death  of 
Nero  till  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Domi- 
VoL.I.  O  tian, 
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tian,  a  period  of  about  thirty  years,  in  which 
it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  chriftianity  con- 
tinued to  fpread  in  all  the  provinces  of  the 
empire,  as  well  as  in  other  partsof  the  world. 
Eufebius  expreflly  fays,  that  Vefpafian,  at- 
tempted nothing  againft  the  chriftians  *.  Do- 
mitian,  however,  who,  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  reign,  v^ry  much  refemblcd  Nero,'  imi- 
tated himalfo  in  his  perfecution  of  the  chrif- 
tians, though  he  does  not  appear  to  have  car- 
ried it  on  with  the  fame  violence;  and  he 
feems  to  have  been  led  to  it  by  his  jealoufy 
and  diflike  of  the  Jews. 

The  prophecies  concerning  a  king,  or  a 
conqueror,  to  arife  in  the  Eafl,  though  Jofe- 
phus  had  maintained  that  they  were  fulfilled 
in  his  father  Vefpafian,  who  was  raifed  to  the 
empire  in  that  part  of  the  world,  probably 
continued  to  give  feme  a^arm,  fo,  that  the  em- 
peror was  not  quite  eafy  about  them.  In- 
deed, the  mind  of  Vefpafian  himfelf  had  not 
been  perfedly  at  reft  op  this  fubj^dt.  For 
after  the  taking  of  JeiiifaJem,  he  ordieried  thajt 
enqi^iiy  fliould  be  made  concerjjiing  the  dc- 
fcendantsQf  David,  that  he  might o^teimi* 
nate  all  who  were  of  that  royal,  line  +.    Do- 

*  Eufeb.  Hift.  lib.  iii.  Cap*  17.  p,  108. 
t  Ibid.  Lib.  iii.  Cap*  12,  p.  io6. 
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ihitian,  hearing  that  fome  relations  of  Jefus 
were  living,  gave  orders  that  they  fhould  be 
executed,  and  two  grandfons  of  the  apoftle 
Judas,  who  is  called  the  brother  of  Jefus,  be- 
inlg  fent  to  him,  he  enquired  of  them,  whe- 
ther they  were  of  the  family  of  David.  When 
they  acknowledged  that  they  were,  he  en- 
quired coftceming  their  eftates  and  property, 
to  which  they  replied  that  they  were  together' 
poflefled  of  a  thoufand  denarii,  not  in  money, 
but  in  land,  confiding  of  thirty-nin^  acres* 
|f«^%«)  out  of  which,  by  their  own  labour,  they 
maintained  themfelves,  and  paid  the  taies;' 
and:  they  ftiewett  ifHeir  hands  callous  vdth 
labour. 

The  emperor  theft  encpiired  of  them  con- 
oeming  Ghrift  and-  his  kingdom,  when  anrf 
tt^here  if  \^ould  be  fet  up.  To  this*  they  re- 
plied that  his  kittgd^ttt  Was  not  an  earthly  arte, 
But  angelic,  and  heavenly,  to  commfencfe*^  at 
the  end  of  time,  Whew  he  would  come  in' 
gfory,  to^jud^ethe  living  and  the*  diad,  airdf 
fogivcto^cVery  ohe  according  to  his  works'. 
Withtlidfe'a«fwers>Domitian  was  fo  well  fe- 
tisfiftd,  that,  thinking  he  had  nothing  to  fdai* 
from  men  who  made  fo  wretched  an  appear- 
»ice,  he  not  only  difmififedthtto^  but  alfo 
Oa  put 
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put  a  flop  to  the  perfecution;  and  it  was  not 
refumed  till  the  time  of  Trajan*. 

In  this  perfecution  the  apoflle  John  was  ba- 
nifhed  to  the  ifle  of  Patmos,  in  the  i£gean 
fea,  and  there  he  had  the  vifion  which  isf  re- 
corded in  the  book  of  Revelation.  Alfo  Fla- 
yia  Domitalla  the  neice  of  Flavius  Clemens, 
who  was  then  conful,  together  with  many- 
others  was  fent  to  the  ifle  of  Pontia+.    And 
it  is  probable  from  Tertullian,  and  Orofius,  * 
that  though  Domitian  himfelf  might  not  pro* 
ceed  to  any  great  extremities  in  the  perfecu- 
tion of  the  chriftians,  advantage  was  taken  of 
it  in  feveral  parts  of  the  empire,  by  thofe  go- 
vernors of  provinces  who   were  not  their 
friends,  to  exercife  greater  feverities,  fuch  as 
had  been  infliAed  in  the  time  of  Nero.    For, 
according  to  the  fuperflition  of  the  times,  the 
chriflians,  who  taught  anew  religion,  theob- 
jeft  of  which  was  the  extirpation  of  the  old' 
ones,  were  thought  to  be  the  caufe  of  all  pub«^ 
lie  cabmities.    If  the  Tiber  flowed  higher 
than  ufual,  or  the  Nile  not  fo  high;  if  there 
was  any  alarming  appearance  in  the  heavens  / 
if  there  happened  to  be  an  earthquake,  pefti^ 

^  Eufeb.  Hid.  Lib.  ill.  Cap.  20.  p.  no. 
f  Ibid.  Lib*  iii.  Cap.  i8»  p.  109. 
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Icnce,  or  famine,  the  common  people  were 
enraged,  and  were  clamorous  to  have  the 
chriftians  facrificed,  and  thrown  to  the  lions  in 
the  public  games  *. 

On  the  cefTation  of  this  pdrfecution,'the 
apofUe  John  returned  to  Ephefus,  and  vifited 
the  churches  in  that  province  and  the  neigh- 
bouring ones*  It  is  faid  that,  though,  on  ac-* 
count  of  his  great  age,  he  was  not  able  to 
preach,  he  would  always  attend  the  place  of 
public  worlhip,  and  frequently  fay,  •'My 
**  little  children  love  one  another-f ." 

Domitian  was  fucceeded  by  Nerva,  a  man 
of  an  excellent  difpofition,  the  reverfe  of  his 
predeceffor,  in  his  behaviour  to  the  chriilians, 
as  well  as  in  other  refpefts.  According  to 
Dio  Caffius  t,  he  forbad  the  perfecution  of  any 
perfons  either  for  Judaifm,  or  for  impiety;  by 
which  is  to  be  underftood  chriftianity,  being 
fo  called  by  the  heathens  on  account  of  its 
being  hoftile  to  their  worfhip;  and  becaufe 
chtiftians,  having  no  temples,  altars,  or  fa* 
crifices,  were  commonly  faid  to  be  without 
religion. 

*  Orof.  Lib.  vii.  Cap.  lOf  p.  483,  Text.  Apol.  Cap. 
xl.  p.  32. 
+ Jer.  in  Epift.  ad  Gal.Cap.  6.  Opera  Vol.  vi.  p.  158. 
%  la  Xipbuin,  p.  126. 
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The  apoftlc  John  is  faid  to  have  died  in  the 
reign  of  Nerva,  or  Trajan,  having  furvived 
jthe  perfecution  of  Domitian,  but  how  long  is 
uncertain.  According  to  Polycratcs,  bifhop 
of  Ephefus  *f  he  died  and  was  buried  at  £phe- 
fus. 

Though  Nero  and  Domitian,  the  firft  of 
the  Roman  emperors  who  perfecuted  the 
chriftians,  were  bad  men  in  other  refpedts^ 
/we  muft  not  conclude  that  all  perfeco* 
tors  have  been  perfbns  of  this  chara<^en 
Others  thought  it  their  duty  to  26k  this  part. 
Thus  Trajan,  who  fucceeded  Nerva,  being 
intent  upon  reiloring  the  empire,  and  extendi 
ing  the  bounds  of  it,  and  being  withal  very 
fuperftitious,  imagined,  as  the  heathens  in 
general  did,  that  this  end  could  not  be  gaineifl 
without  the  re^flablifhment  of  the  ancicoit 
religion,  uad^r  which  the  Roman^empire  ha4 
b^eii  formed  »nd  flouriflicd;  and  chriftiani^ 
faftd  by  this  ^me  gwnol  fo  much  tfroiuid* 
thftt  the  fieftiv^s,  ftndiacrifioBS,  of  tbe  heAtb«o 
worfhip  began  ito  be  much  ftf gli»3%4»  efpc^ 
cially  in  Afia  Minor,  and  the  eaft^ra  psQr 
vinces  of  the  empire;  fo  as  to  become  the 
&bje€t  of  great  and  genecal  complaint.  In 
cojifeguence  of  .this,  Tiajw  procured  from 
*  £ufeb.  Hift.  Lib*  iiL£ap.  31.  p.  i»5» 
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the  fenate  an  order  to  reftore  the  ancient  reli- 
gion. On  the  fame  principle  alfo  Marcus 
Antoninus  was  a  more  unrelenting  perfecu- 
tor  of  the  chriftians  than  Trajan  had  been. 

The  younger  Pliny,  the  particular  favourite 
of  Trajati,  and  governor  of  Bythinia,  was  one, 
among  others,  who  carried  the  orders  of  the 
emperor  and  of  the  fenate  into  execution. 
But  fo  great  was  the  tiumber  of  perfons  whofe 
lives  were  forfeited  by  this  edi<fl,  that  he  was 
at  a  lofs  hoxv  to  proceed,  and  therefore  ap- 
plied to  the  emperor  for  farther  iiiftrudlions. 
The  letter  which  he  wrote  on  this  occafion  is 
extant,  and  is  highly  favourable  to  the  chjif- 
tians  of  that  age,  as  the  writer  acknowledges 
that  they  Cottld  not  be  proved  fo  be  guilty  of 
any  immorality,  or  of  obftinacy,  except  in  ad- 
hering to  their  religion,  and  chufing  to  die 
rather  than  to  abandon  it.  It  alfo.  contains  a 
moft  authentic  evidence  of  the  great  fpread  of 
chrijftiariity  in  that  early  period,  "when  the 
fadls  on  Which  it  is  grounded  were  recent. 

*•  Sufpending/*  fays  he,  **  all  judicial  pro* 
•'  ceeditigsl,  I  haverecoiirfe  to  you  for  advice. 
•^  For  it  has  at)peared  to  me  a  matter  highly 
•*  defervingof  confideration,  efpecially  onac- 
**  count  of  the  great  nundber  of  perfons  who 
*'  are  in  danger  of  fufFering.    Many  of  all 
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*  ages,  and  every  rank,  of  both  fexes  alfo,  arc 

*  accufed,  and  will  be  accufed.    Nor  has  the 
'  contagion  of  this  fupcrftition  feized  the 

*  cities  only,  but  the  leffer  towns  alfo,  and 

*  the  open  country,    Neverthclefs,  it  feems 

*  to  me,  that  it  may  be  reflrained  and  cor- 

*  reined.  It  is  certain  that  the  temples,  which 

*  were  almoft  forfaken,  begin  to  be  more  frc- 

*  quented,and  thefacred  folemnities,  after  a 

*  long  intermiflion,    are  revived.     Vi<ftims 

*  likewife  are  every  were  bought  up,  whereas 

*  for  fometime  there  were  few  purchafers; 

*  whence  it  is  eafytP  imagine  what  numbers 

*  of  perfons  might  be  reclaimed,  if  pardon 

*  were  granted  to  tbofe  who  (hould  repent  */* 
So  thought  this  governor,  who  was  proba- 
bly intirely  unacquainted  with  the  principles 
pf  chriftianity,  and  with  the  nature  and 
ftrength  of  its  evidence;  and  who,  like  many 
other  men  in  power,  and  even  men  of  letters, 
at  that  tinrie,  thought  itbpneath  them  to  make 
any  ferious  enquiry  on  the  fubjcd:.  Others 
^ho  did  fo  were  fatis|ied  that  it  was  founded 
in  truth,  Pliny  fays  th^t  among  the  chriftians 
were  perfons  of  all  rjnks,  Some  of  them, 
therefore,  it  may  be  prefumed,  were  as  re- 
fpc&^hh  as  himfelf. 

*  Epift#  97.  Lib.  X, 
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The  emperor,  in  his  anfwer,  approved  of 
the  conduct  of  Pliny,  and  being  probably 
ilruck  with  the  number  of  chriftians,  he  or- 
dered that  they  fliould  not  be  fought  out ;  but^ 
perfifting  in  his  mcafures,  he  ordered  that, 
if  any  were  regularly  convifted  of  being  chrif- 
tians,  arid  did  not  retradl,  by  performing  fomc 
adl  of  worfliip  to  the  gods,  they  fhould  be 
punifhed*.  This  was  a  regulation  of  the 
perfecution,  and  by  no  means  a  fuppreflion  of 
it;  though,  if  the  governors  of  provinces  were 
difpofed  to  favour  the  chriftians,  it  would  be 
now  more  in  their  power  to  fcreen  them.  But 
great  outrages  might  ftill  be  committed  by 
the  populace,  which  Eufebius  fays  was  the 
cafe  at  this  time+;  and  where  the  governors 
were  hoftile  to  the  chriftians,  they  would  be 
little  better  for  the  edid. 
.  One  of  the  martyrs  of  principal  note  in  this 
perfecution  was  Symeon,  the  fon  of  Cleopas^ 
the  bifliop  of  Jerufalem,  who  fuccceded  the 
apoftle  James.  He  is  faid  by  Hegcfippus  to 
have  been  accufed  by  fome  heretics,  and  to 
have  borne  various  kinds  of  torture  many  fuc* 
ceftive  days,  to  the  admiration  of  Atticus  his 
'^^  judge,  and  the  ofiicers  who  applied  the  tor^ 

*  Epift.gS.Lib.x. 

t  Eufeb*  Hift.  Lib.  iii*  Cap«  32.  p.  126. 
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turc,  efpccially  as  he  was  faid  to  have  been 
an  hundred  and  fwentf  years  old.  As  he 
fufvived  the  different  modes  of  torture,  this 
venerable  old  man  was  at  length  crucified*. 

But  the  moft  diftinguifhed  martyr  in  this 
perfecution,  of  whom  we  have  any  particular 
account,  was  Ignatius,  the  ifecond  bifliop  of. 
Antioch.  Being  brought  before  the  emperor 
himfelf,  when  he  was  on  his  expedition 
againft  the  Parthians,  he  was  by  him  fen- 
tenced  to  be  thrown  to  the  wild  beafts  at 
Rome ;  and  this  he  heard  not  only  without 
difmay,  but  with  feeming  fatisfacftion.  Being 
conduced  at  leifure  through  Afia  Minor,  he 
cameftly  exhorted  the  chriftians  to  whom  he 
had  accefs  to  perfeverc  in  the  profeffion  of 
chrilHanity,  and  alfo  to  be  upon  their  guard 
againft  the  principles  of  the  Gnoftics,  which,' 
as  we  (hall  prefently  fee/  began  about  that 
time  to  prevail  more  than  they  had  done  be^ 
fore;  and  as  the  Gnoftics  feparated  them- 
felves  from  the  communion  of  the  catholic 
church,  he  moft  earneftly  befought  all  chrif- 
tians to  adhere  to  their  regular  bifliops,  and 
clergy^  Having  liberty  to  write,  he  exprefled, 
his  fentiments  in  feveral  letters,  addrefled  to 
particular  churches,  which,  with  many  in- 
*  Eufeb.Hift.  Lib.iii.  Cap.  32.  p.  127. 
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tcrpolations,  arc  ftill  extant.  In  thcfe  letters 
he  often  fpeaks  of  his  approaching  death,  ndt 
only  without  terror,  but  with  joy** 


SECTION     IL 

From  the  Death  of  Trajan^  A.  D.  1 17,  to  thai 
of  Adrian.  A.D.  138/ 

THE  reign  of  Trajan,  which  was  nearly 
twenty -one  years,  and  efpecially  tht 
early  part  of  it,  was  unfavourable  to  Chris- 
tianity, as  far  as  pei-fecution  can  be  faid  tp 
make  it  fo.  That  of  Adrian,  which  followed, 
and  continued  twenty-one  years,  was  favour^ 
able  to  it,  though  no  law  againft  the  chriftians 
wa$  properly  repealed.  But  this  emperor 
jreftrained  the  malice  of  the  licentious  popu-» 
lace,  who  were  often  fo  clamorous  for  the 
execution  of  chriflians,  efpecially  for  their 
being  thrown  to  the  wild  beafts  (a  barbjirous 
entertainment  of  which  the  bulk  of  the  people 
of  tb^t  time  were  extravagantly  fond)  that  the 
governors  of  provinces  were  often  obliged  tp 

^  ^xik^*  Hift*  l^i^p  iiif  Cap.  36-  p.  i^. 
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gfive  way  to  their  importunity.  Indeed,  on 
feveral  occafions,  the  mere  clamour  of  the 
mob  induced  the  emperors  themfelves  to  do 
many  things  which  were  both  contrary  to 
law,  and  what  they  themfelves  much  difliked* 

Befides  thebigotted  attachment  of  the  com- 
mon people  to  the  religious  rites  of  their  an- 
ccftors,  which  often  confifted  of  fcenes  of  riot 
and  intemperance,  to  which  the  rabble  in  all 
countries  are  much  addided,  many  abfurd  and 
fhdcking  calumnies  were  in  thofe  early  times 
propagated  againft  the  chriftians ;  and  to  thefe 
the  common  people,  and  many  of  the  better 
fort  alfo,  were  too  ready  to  give  credit.  Of 
this  kind  Eufebius  mentions  the  promifcuous 
commerce  of  the  fexes,  even  with  their  near- 
eft  relations,  and  their  feeding  on  execrable 
food,  which  other  writers  explain  of  their 
feafting  Upon  young  children,  and  drinking 
their  blood*.  Thefe  reports,  according  to 
Eufebius,  arofe  from  the  pradtices  of  the 
Gnoftics ;  but  it  is  probable  that  they  were 
no  more  true  of  them  than  they  were  of  the 
catholics. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  two  chriftian  writers 
had  the  courage  to  prefent  apologies  to  the 
emperor  for  their  religion.    The  firft  was  that 
*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib#  iv.  Cap.  7.  p.  149, 
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of  Quadratus,  bifhop  of  Athens,  in  which  he 
did  not  content  hinnfelf  with  afferting  the  in- 
nocence  of  the  chriftian  tenets  and  rites,  but 
urged  the  fure  grounds  of  the  chriftian  faith ; 
afferting  that  the  miracles  of  Chrift  were  even 
then  to  be  feen,  in  the  cure  of  difeafes,  and 
the  railing  of  the  dead ;  fome  of  the  perfons 
in  whofe  favour  thefe  miracles  were  wrought 
being  theij  living*.  As  this  was  not  much 
more  than  eighty  years  after  the  death  of 
Chrift,  and  but  a  few  years  after  the  death  of 
the  apoftle  John  (and  the  miracles  of  the  apof* 
ties  might  with  fufficient  propriety  be  called 
the  miracles  of  Chrift,  fince  they  were  equally 
proofs  of  his  divine  miffion  with  the  miracles 
performed  by  himfelf)  what  this  writer  ad 
ferted  is  by  no  means  in^probable ;  and,  in  hig^ 
critical  circumftances,  he  would  hardly  have 
ventured  to  allege  a  fadl  which  could  not 
have  been  fatisfadtorily  afcerfained.  Another 
apology  was  prefented  to  Adrian  by  Arifti^ 
des,  who  had  profeflcd  philofophy  at  Athens; 
and  this,  as  well  as  that  of  Quadratus,  was 
extant  in  the  time  of  Eufebius. 

It  appears  alfo  that;  after  the  example  of' 
Pliny,  S.  Granius,  a  proconful  in  Afia  Mi* 
nor,  had  reprefented  the  unhappy  fituation  of 
*  Eufeb,  Hift^  Lib.  iv.  Cap.  3.  p.  142^ 
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the  chriftians  in  his  province,  and  efpeciallf 
the  outrages  which  they  had  fufFered  from 
the  mob.  For  the  edid  of  the  emperor,  fcnt 
to  his  fucceifor  Minutius  Fundanus,  diredts^ 
him  not  to  fuiFer  thofe  things ;  and  though 
he  does  not  repeal  the  laws  agai'nft  the  chris- 
tians, he  orders  that  the  penalties  ihould  not 
exceed  the  nature  of  the  offence,  and  more* 
ovef,  that  malicious  accufers  fhould  not  ef* 
cape  punifhment. 

That  Adrian  had  no  particular  hatred  againft 
the  chriftians,  appears  from  a  fatirical,.  but 
facetious  letter,  of  his  to  Severianus,  the  huf- 
band  of  his  fitter  Paulina,  preferved  in  Vopif- 
cus,  in  which,  fpeaking  of  the  vifit  he  had 
made  to  Egypt,  and  ridiculing  the  ficklenefs 
of  the  people  in  it,  he  mentions  the  variety 
of  religions  in  the  country,  and  fays,  that  every 
perfon  coming  there,  even  the  patriarchy 
would  by  fome  be  required  to  worship  Sera* 
pis,  and  by  others  Chrift ;  but  that  all  were 
bufy,andaddi<acdtogain*  "  This  deity," 
he  fays,  **  the  chriftians,  this  the  Jews,  this* 
**  all  the  Gentile  people  worfliip.**  From 
this  letter  it  is  evident,  that  the  chriftians 
in  Egypt  were  not  few  in  number,  or  tinr^ 
but  bore  a  confiderable  proportion  to  the^ 
Jews,  and  even  to  the  heathens,  and  that 
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they  were  very  afliduous  in  makin^^  pro-* 
felytes. 

By  this  edift  of  the  emperor,  and  his  knawa 
difpofition  towards  them,  the  chriftians could 
not  but  have  been  greatly  benefited,  arid  it  is 
evident  that  chrirtianity  gained  much  ground 
iathis  reign.     Many  perfons  of  learning  and 
inquiry  joined  them,  and  the  calumnies  which 
had  been  raifed  againft  them  vanifhed  very 
faft.     Eufebius,  fpeaking  of  the  great  num« 
ber  of  Gnoftics  in  this  period,  fays*,  that 
they  were  greatly  eclipfed  by  the  catholics^ 
who  received  frefli  additions  to  their  number 
every  day,  and  that  the  faniSity  of  their  nnn« 
ners  ftruck  with  refped  not  only  the  Greeks, 
but  the  Barbarians  alfo.     He  adds,  that  the. 
calumnies  by  which  they  had  fuflfcred  were 
then  fo  fully  refuted,  that  from  that  time  to 
his  own  no  perfon.  had  ventured  ta  defame 
them*    This,   however^  could,  only  be  the' 
cafe  in  general.    For  certainly,  by  fome,  re- 
ports to  the  difadvanta^  ofichriftianity^  wece 
believed,  and  propagated^  \9ng a£bsrtil^  ttm^^ 
That  there  was  no  gret*  per&iHilton^  of ' 
chriftians  in  the  tinae  of  Adrian;^  may  with 
^eat  probability^bcr  inferred  fix>ni  there- bcin|^ 
no.  accpuntiof  any  piarjticuJAr  and  diftingiuilicdl 

*'  Ewftbt  Hifti  Iiib-  ivi  Cap^yi  p.  149* 

martyrs 


Digitized  by 


Google 


flo8       THE  HISTORY  OF  THE      Per.IL 

martyrs  in  the  whole  courfc  of  it.  In  all  per- 
fecutions,  indeed,  the  names  of  but  few  of  the 
fuffcrers  are  preferved,  thofe  only  being  no- 
tiCed  by  writers  in  whofe  character,  or  cafe, 
there  was  fomething  extraordinary,  fo  as  to 
excite  particular  attention.  Still,  however, 
when  Ho  names  are  mentioned,  we  may  pre- 
fume  that,  compared  at  leaft  wilh  the  times 
preceding  and  following  it,  there  was  no  great 
caufe  of  complaint. 

The  chriftians  were  fo  well  known  in  this 
age,  that  there  was  no  danger  of  confounding 
them  with  the  Jews,  as  was  the  cafe  when 
they  firft  appeared  ;  and  as  the  affairs  of  the 
chriilians  flourlfhed,  the  calamities  of  the^ 
Jewifti  nation  increafed.   In  the  eighth  year  of 
Trajan,  the  Jews  of  Egypt  and  Cyrenaica 
revolted,  and  at  firft  had  fome  advantage 
againft  the  Greeks ;  but  thefe,  taking  refuge 
at  Alexandria,  flew  the  Jews  who  refided 
there ;  and  thofe  of  Gyrene,  wanting  their 
aifiilance,  were  not  able  to  carry  on  a  regular 
war,  and  therefore  contented  themfelves  with 
{blundering  the  country,  being  commanded  by 
one  Lucua,  called  by  Eufebius,  their  king. 
At  length  the  emperor,  fending^againfl  them 
Marcius  Turbo,  with  a  fufficicnt  force  by 
land  and  fea,  after  many  engagements,  and  in  a 
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long  courfe  of  time,  deftroyed  great  numbers 
of  them,  fo  as  to  put  an  entire  end  to  their 
ravages*.  The  emperor,  fearing  left  the 
Jews  in  Mefopotamia  ihould  moleft  the  other 
inhabitants,  ordered  L.  Quietus  to  expel  them 
from  that  province.  Accordingly,  in  a  pitch- 
ed battle,  he  defeated  a  great  number  of  them, 
and  on  account  of  this  vidory  he  was  made 
governor  of  Judea. 

But  what  the  Jews  fuffered  under  Trajan^ 
was  little  when  compared  with  the  calamities 
which  befel  them  in  the  following  reign  of 
Adrian.  Having  revolted  under  Barehocab; 
who  had  been  nothing  better  than  a  leader  of 
banditti,  but  who  had  flattered  them  with  k  . 
profpedt  of  fome  great  deliverance  (probably 
giving  out  that  he  was  the  mefHah)  they  were 
fubdued  by  Rufus  the  governor,  who  made 
life  of  his  advantage  to  exercife  the  raoft 
(hocking  cruekk;s ;  killing  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  men,  together  with  their  wives  and 
children.  At  length,  in  the  eighth  year  of 
Adrian,  when  the  whole  war  was  reduced  fo 
the  fiege  of  Betthera,  a  fortified  place  not  far 
from  Jerufalem,  the  Jews  within  it  fuffered 
the  greateft  extremes  of  hunger  and  thirfi^ 

*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  iv.  Cap.  t .  p.  142. 
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and  the  fortrefs  being  at  xlength  taken,  Bar- 
chocab  himfclf  was  put  to  death.  Alfo,  to 
prevent  any  future  revolt  of  the  nation,  the 
whole  race  of  the  Jews  were  forbidden  to  fet 
foot  in  their  own  country,  or  even  to  fee  it  at 
adiftance. 

Thus,  fays  Eufcbius,  was  the  land  of  Judea 
emptied  of  its  own  inhabitants,  and  peopled 
by  a  concourfe  of  Grangers ;  a  Roman  colony 
being  fixed  at  Jerufalem,  which,  in  honour 
of  the  emperor  /EVms  Adrian,  was  called 
^lia.  There  being  no  more  any  Jews  in  the 
place,  the  chriftian  church,  which  arofe  there, 
confifted  wholly  of  Gentiles,  and  their  firft 
bifl^iop,  after  thofe  of  the  circumcifion,  bore 
the  name  of  Marcus*. 

After  the  deftrudion  of  Jerufalem  by  Ti- 
tus, many  of  the  Jewifli  chriftians  returned  to 
the  place,  and  kept  up  the  form  of  a  church 
till  the  time  of  Adria;i.  The  names  of  the 
bifhops  arc  preferved  in  Eufebius,  and  they 
fucceeded  James  the  brother  of  Chrift  in  the 
following  order :  Simeon,  Juftus,  Zaccheus, 
Tobias,  Benjamin,  John,  Matthew,  Philip, 
Simeon,  Jufhis,  Levi,  Ephraim,  Jofeph,  and 
Judas ;  though,  excepting  Simeon,  the  firft 

*  Eufeb.  Hlft,  Lib.  iv.  Cap.  6.  (k  144. 
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of  them,  we  know  nothing  of  thefe,  befides 
their  names.  Yet  as  they  fucceeded  the  apof- 
tles  in  the  ancient  mother  church,  I  thought 
it  not  amifs  to  give  the  catalogue  of  them. 


SECTION     III. 

0/  the  Gnojlics  in  the  reign  of  Adrian. 

THE  chriftian  writers  of  this  and  the  fol- 
lowing age  make  grievous  complaints 
of  the  increafe  of  Gnqflicifm  in  the  time  of 
Adrian ;  and  no  doubt,  in  fome  refpeds,  with 
reafon,  as  it  was  a  great  corruption  of  the  true 
chriftian  principles.     But  this  circumftance  is 
an  inconteftible  and  valuable  proof  of  the  fa- 
vourable receptionof  chriftianity  by  the  learn- 
ed and  inquifitive  of  that  age.    Thofe  who 
diftinguifhed  themfelves  as  Gnoftic  chriftians 
were  the  literati  and  philofophers  of  their 
times  5  who  being  convinced  by  hiftorical  evi- 
dence, of  the  truth  of  the  miracles  and  refur- 
redtion  of  Chrift,  were  led  to  embrace  chrif- 
tianity;  at  the  fame  time  that,  not  being  able 
to  diveft  themfelves  of  their  philofophical 
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principles,  they  endeavoured  to  retain  both ; 
and  doubtlefs,  thought  they  could  do  it  very 
confiftently ;  confidcring  Chrift  and  the  apof- 
tles  as  fent  by  God  to  teach  certain  important 
truths,  but  who  (either  not  being  philofo- 
phers,  or  having  their  rcafons  for  concealing 
their  more  fublimc  tenets,  which  were  con- 
ne<5led  with  their  dodrines)  taught  what  they 
knew  in  language  adapted  to  the  vulgar. 

We  have  feen  the  rife  of  this  fyftem  in  the 
times  of  the  apoftles,  and  the  offence  which  it 
juftly  gave  them.    But  notwithftanding  this, 
and  though  their  remonftrances  might  pre. 
vent  the  fpread  of  this  philofophical  chrif- 
tianity  for  a  time,  other  perfons  arofe,  who 
cither  were  not  moved  by  the  authority  of  the 
apoftles  (with  refpedl  to  what  they  might 
think  they  had  no .  particular  commiflion  to 
teach)  or  finding  means  to  explain  what  they 
had  written,  fo  as  not  to  be  unfavourable  to 
their  fentimcnts,  revived  the  fame  general 
dodtrines,  perhaps  with  fome  little  variation. 
And  when,  about  this  time,  chriftianity  made 
more  rapid  advances  than  ever  it  had  done 
before,  fo  as  to  engage  the  attention  of  all 
ranks  and  claffes  of  men,  it  is  not  furprizing 
that,  while  the  greater  part  received  it  as  it 
was  plainly  taught  by  the  apoities,  fome  per- 
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ions  of  a  fpeculative  turn  (hould  receive  it  in 
«:onjun6l:ion  with  their  philofophical  tenets. 

That  nothing  but  the  ftrongeft  evidence, 
and  that  of  the  plain  hiftorical  kind,  could 
liave  led  thefe  philofophers  to  embrace  chrif- 
tianity,  is  evident  from  the  oppofition  that 
\vas  for  fbme  time  made  to  it  by  perfons  of 
this  clafs,  as  by  Simon  Magus  and  his  imnie- 
diate  followers i  It  was,  indeed,  the  union  of 
principles  which  were  far  from  having  any 
natural  connexion.  The  philofophers  of  that 
age,  viz.  thofe  of  the  Eaft,  could  not  believe 
that  fuch  a  world  as  this,  abounding  with  fo 
many  evils,  could  have  been  made  by  the 
Supreme  Being,  who  is  perfeftly  good ;  and 
they  had  always  been  ufed  to  regard  with 
extreme  diflike  and  contempt  the  ceremonies 
of  the  jewifh  religion.  They  therefore 
thought  that  the  world  was  made  by  inferior 
and  itnperfeta:  beings,  and  that  the  Jewifli 
religion  had  no  better  origin.  They  had  dl-^ 
ways  regarded,  ;»/7//^r  with  peculiar  averfion, 
as  a  clog  to  pre-exiftent  lapfed  fpirits,  who 
longed  to  regain  their  liberty,  and  rife  un- 
fettered to  their  priftine  feat  in  the  empyreal 
regions.  They  therefore  could  not  bear  the 
idea  of  the  refurredion  of  this  hated  body. 
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Yet,  notwithftanding  thefe  fixed  princi* 
pies,  without  the  aid  of  any  arguments  in 
favour  of  chriftianity  derived  from  the  Jew- 
iftx  fcriptures,  and  its  prophecies  (of  the  di- 
vine origin  of  which  they  could  not  but  know 
that  Chrift  and  the  apoflles  were  fully  per- 
fuaded)  they  could  not  refufe  their  affent  to 
the  evidence  of  the  recent  fadls  of  the  gofpel 
hiftory.  They  therefore  retained  their  for- 
mer principles,  as  a  fublime  philofophy, 
which  was  not  wholly  inconfiftent  with  the 
plainer  chriftianity  of  the  common  people. 

Juftin  Martyr,  who  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  Gnoftics,  and  who  wrote  ^  treatife 
againft  them  which  is  now  loft,  fums*  up  the 
principal  of  their  tenets  in  two  paflages,  in 
his  Dialogue  with  Trypho*,  in  which  he 
fays,  **  they  blafphemed  the  Maker  of  the 
**  univerfc,  and  the  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac» 
•*  and  Jacob;  fomeof  them  being  called  Mar- 
.**  cionitcs,  fome  Valentinians,  fome  Baiili- 
*^  dians,  fome  Satumianians,  and  others  going 
**  by  other  n^mes ;  who  fay  that  there  is  no 
**  refurredtion  of  the  dead,  but  that  immedi- 
**  ately  after  death  fouls  are  received  into 
**  heaven.  Do  not,"  he  adds,  "  take  thefe 
•*  to  be  chriftiansf ." 

♦  p.  308 and  311.  +  Dial.  p.3ii* 
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It  is  remarkable,  that  at  the  fame  time  that 
Juftin  makes  this  exclamation  againft  the 
Gnoftics,  calling  their  tenets  impious  and 
blafphemous,  he  was  himfelf  uniting  with 
the  plain  gofpel  of  Chrift,  other  philofo- 
phical  tenets,  little  lefs  heterogeneous  to  it, 
though  from  a  different  fchool,  viz.  that  of 
Plato,  to  which  he  was  attached.  This  union 
of  philofophy  and  Platonifm  afterwards  pro- 
duced a  fyftem  far  more  abfurd,  and  more 
dirc6Hy  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  gof- 
pel, than  any  thing  that  Gnofticifm  could 
have  led  to,  as  we  (hall  fee  in  the  courfe  of 
this  hiftory. 

The  Gnoftics  whom  I  have  now  defcribed 
regarded  with  contempt  the  fyftem  of  the 
Jcwifh  religion.  But  it  appears  from  the 
writings  of  the  apoftles,  that  many  Jews,  and 
thofe  the  moft  zealous  for  the  rites  of  their 
religion,  held  Gnoftic  principles.  Thefemuft 
have  been  Jews  of  a  fpeculative  turn,  who 
with  other  philofophers  (though  they  might 
not  perhaps  believe  that  the  world  was  made 
by  inferior  and  imperfeft  beings}  regarded 
matter,  and  the  body,  with  contempt,  and, 
were  no  believers  in  a  proper  refurredtion. 
Thefe  philofophical  Jews  held  thefe  new  te- 
nets in  conjunction  with  their  belief  in  the 
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divine  infpiration  of  Mofes,  juft  as  the  Gnof- 
tics  in  Adrian *s  timtf,  who  were  unbelievers 
in  the  divine  infpiration  of  Mofes,  held  the 
ikme  philofophical  tenets  in  conjunction  with 
theirbelief  of  the  divine  miilionof  Chrift. 

Of  the  elafs  of  Jewifli  Gnoftics  was  proba- 
bly Ctrinthus,  who  is  faid  to  have  oppofed 
the  apoftle  John ;  and  confideHng  thd  vehe- 
mence with  which  this  apoftle  writes  againft 
the  Gnoftics,  ah  anecdote  which  Irenseus  fays 
be  had  from  Polycarp,  who  was  acquainted 
with  the  apoftles,  and  was  by  them  ordained 
biihop  of  Smyrna^  I  do  not  think  altogether 
improbable,  viz.  that  finding  himfelf  in  a 
public  bath  togethet  with  Cerinthus,  he  made 
hafte  to  leave  the  place,  faying,  **  Let  us  flee, 
V  left  the  bath  in  which  is  Cerinthus,  the 
••  enemy  of  truth,  fall  upon  us*/*  In  this 
manner  nught  this  apoftle  chufe  to  exptefs 
his  averfion  to  Cerinthus  and  bi^  principles. 
The  Nicolaitansi  who  are  mentioned  wkh 
great  indignation  in  the  book  of  Revilatioh^ 
as  addided  to.  fome  pra^ices  highly  cenfur-» 
able,  were  probably  Gnoftics  of  thi«  cfcrfs+. 

An  anecdote  fimilar  to  that  whibh  Iren«ut 
from  t^olycarp  relates  concerning  John  is  told 


t  Ibid.  Ub.  ill*  Cap.  9Sb  f'  ^^^ 
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of  Polycarphimfelf,  viz,  that  being  met  by 
Marcion,  ^nd  afked  whether  he  would  ac- 
knowledge him,  meaning  as  a  chriftian  and  1 
brother,  he  replied  L  acknowledge  thee  to  bd 
the  firft  born  of  Satan*/  The  philofophical 
Marcion  would  probably  fmile  at  this  angry 
reply  of  the  venerable  old  bifhop.  - 

After  the  age  of  the  apoftles,  we  ha:ve  no  dif- 
tindl  account  of  any  other  eminent  Gnoftics 
of  the  fame  clafs  with  Cerinthus,  who  is  faid 
to  have  had  niany  followers,  efpecially  in  Afiai 
Minor,  though  fome  of  the  fe<ft  of  the  Gnof* 
tics  ertuirierated  by  Hegefippus,  were  proba- 
bly Jews.  For  he  fpeaks  of  the  church  of  Je* 
rufalem  as  continuing  a  pure  virgin  till  the 
time  of  Simeon,  the  laft  of  the  Jewiflibifliops 
of  Jerufalem.  **  Till  that  time,**  he  fays, 
**  it  was  not  corrupted  with  abfurd  doftrines 
(an  cxprefiioh  almoft  appropriated  to  the 
Gnoftic  notions)  but  firft  Thebuthii,  be- 
**  caufe  he  was  not  made  a  bifliop,  began  to 
**  corrupt  it,  his  being  one  of  the  fevcn  he- 
**  refies.  Aftefhim  Were  the  Simohians  from 
**  Simon,  tht  Cleobeans  froni  Gleobius,  the 
**  Dofitheanfe  frbfn  Dofitheus,  the  Gortheans 
**  froni  Gertheus,  iand  the  Malbotheans. 
**  From  them  c^me  the  Menandrians,  the 
*  Eufeb.  Hill.  Lib.  ivfCap.  14.  p.  161. 
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•*  Marcionites,  thcCarpocratians,  the  Valcn- 
**  tinians,  the  Bafilidians,  and  Saturnianians, 
**  each  of  them  preaching  their  different  doc- 
**  trines.  From  them  came  falfe  Chrifts, 
**  and  falfe  prophets^  who  divided  the  unity 
*•  of  the  church  with  corrupt  dodlrines,againft 
•'  God,  and.againft  his  Chrift*." 

We  may  the  lefs  wonder  at  our  hearing  of 
no  particular  Gnoftics  among  the  Jews,  as  we 
have  fo  few  accounts  of  the  Jewilh  chriftians 
themfelves.  But  the  Gnoflics  among  the 
Gentile  chriftians  made  a  great  figure  at  this 
time,  under  leaders  of  diftinguiflied  eminence, 
who  wrote  many  books,  which  employed  the 
learned  among  the  catholics  of  fome  centuries 
to  anfwer.  They  are  reprefented  as  having 
been  the  difciples  of  one  another  in  regular 
fucceffion,  beginning  with  Dofitheus,  who  is 
faid  to  have  been  the  mafter  of  Simon,  as  Si« 
mon  was  .of  Menander,  a  Samaritan,  and 
Menander  of  Saturninus  of  Antioch,  who  was 
followed  by  Bafilides  of  Alexandria*. 

Cerdon  who  is  faid  to  have  beeo  the  difci- 
pie  of  Simon,  came  to  Rome  in  the  pontificate 
ofHyginus,  the  ninth  from  the  .time  of  the 
apoftles.    He  was  fucceed^d  by  Marcion  of 

*  Eufcb.  Hift.  Lib.  iv.Cap.  24.  p.  122, 
t  Ibid.  Lib.  iv.  Cap.  7.  p.  147. 
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Pontus,  who  had  many  more  followers*.  But 
the  perfon  whofc  difciples  were  the  moft  nu- 
merous was  •  Valentinus,  w^ho.  alfo  vifited 
Rome  in  the  time  of  Hyginus.  He  flourilhed 
chiefly  in  the  time  of  the  emperor  Antoninus 
Pius,  and  continued  to  the  time  of  Anicetus. 

In  the  time  of  Hegeiippus  Gnofticifm 
(which  was  the  only  fyftem  that  this  writer ' 
confidered  as  herefy)  had  not  infedled  the 
greater  churches.  He  came  to  Rome  in  the 
time  of  Anicetus,  and  on  his  journey  con- 
verfed  with  many  bifliops,  and  particularly 
vifited  the  church  of  Corinth,  and  found  in 
all  of  them  what  he  calls  the  do^rine 
apofUes*. 

*  Eufcb.  Hift.  Lib.  iv.  Cap,  11.  p.  154. 
t  Ibid.  Lib.  iv.  Cap.  24.  p.  18 1. 
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SECTION    IV. 

0/  the  Chrijlian  Writers  in  this  Period. 

WITHIN  this  period  the  apoftle  Joha 
wrote  his  book  of  the  Revelation,  con* 
taining  an  account  of  the  vifions  which  he 
had  in  the  ifle  of  Patmos,  whither  he  had  been 
banifhed  by  Domitian.  It  was,  however, 
long  obje<5ted  to  by  many,  as  not  written  by 
this  apoftle  j  and  fonie  are  ftill  averfe  to  re- 
ceive it.  I  {hall  not  enter  into  the  arguments 
for  or  againft  this  book;  but  what  has  been 
alleged  in  favour  of  its  having  beea  written  by 
the  apoftle  preponder^e$  with  me. 

T|iere  is  no  doubt  of  the  genuinenefs  of  the 
three  cpiftles  of  John,  or  of  their  having  been 
written  near  the  clofe  of  his  life ;  one  a  gene- 
ral epiftle,  and  the  two  others  addreffed  to  par- 
ticular perfons.  The  principal  objed:  of 
them  all  is  to  guard  thofe  to  whom  he  writes 
againft  the  opinions  of  the  Gnoftics,  efpeci- 
ally  the  Docetse,  who  held  that  Chrift  was 
man  only  in  appearance,  and  had  not  real 
flcfh  and  blood.  He  alfo  inculcates,  in  a  moft 
cameft  and  affedlionatc  manner,  the  chriftian 
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duty  of  brotherly  love,  md  exhorts  to  pm<ftu 
cal  virtue  in  general.  j 

The  other  writers  within  this  period  are 
very  few,  and  of  them  few  are  cixtant,  except 
fuch  as  are  evidently  interpolated. ' 

The  oldeft  work  of  the  ^ge,  if  it  had  been 
genuine,  is  that  which  goes  by  the  name  of 
Tie  epifile  of  Barnabas.  The  defign  of  it 
is  the  fame  with  that  of  Paul  to  the  Galatians, 
and  the  Hebrews;  \\z.  to  fhew  the  fupe- 
riority  of  the  gofpel  to  the  law  of  Mofes. 
Whoever  was  the  authorof  this  cpiftle,  it  was 
probably  written  foon  after  the  deftru^ion  of 
Jerufalem.  It  abounds  with  interpretations 
of  the  Old  Teftamcnt  which  difcover  much 
more  of  imagination,  than  of  judgment. 

The  moft  valuable,  and  unqueftionably  g^^ 
nuine,  produdion  of  this  age,  is  an  epiftlc  to 
the  church  of  Corinth  by  Clemens,  Bifhop  of 
Rome,  the  fame  whom  Paul  mentions*,  as  one 
of  hisfe/Iow  Iai0urers,  wiq/e  names  were  in  the 
iaok  of  life.  This  epiftle  was  held  in  the 
higheft  efteem  by  all  chriftians,  and,  like  the 
fcriptures,  was  publicly  read  in  many 
churches.  It  is  an  earneft  diffuaiive  from 
the  fpirit  of  fadion,  which  appeared  in  the 
church  of  Corinth,  and  which  was  indeed  fuf* 

•Pbil.iy..3. 
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ficicntly  confpicuous  when  Paul  wrote  his 
epiftles.  There  is  extant  another  epiftle 
afcribed  to  this  Clemens,  but  it  is  evidently 
fpurious,  and  was  probably  written  in  the 
middle  of  the  third  century.  So  highly  was 
this  Clemens  efteemed  by  chriftians  of  a  later 
age,  that  feveral  other  writings  were  palmed 
upon  him,  efpecially  the  Apoftolical  Conftitu^ 
tions^  and  the  Clementine  homilies^  of  which 
an  account  will  be  given  in  their  proper 
place. 

Another  work  of  doubtful  authority  is  the 
Shepherd  of  Hermas^  by  fome  thought  to  be 
that  Hermaswho  is  mentioned  by  Paul  in  his 
epiftle  to  the  Romans;  but  by  others  fup- 
pofed  to  be  either  fpurious,  or  to  have  been 
written  by  a  later  Hermas,  or  rather  Hermes, 
brother  of  Pius,  bifliop  of  Rome,  about  the 
year  140.  ,  Whoever  was  the  author  of  this 
work  (and  though  it  was  fo  much  efteemed 
by  many  chriftians,  as  to  be  publicly  read  in 
their  churches  *)  it  is  certainly  a  very  poor 

*  From  this  we  may  with  great  probability  infer  that, 
in  this  early  age,  the  canonical  books  of  the  New  Tcfta- 
ment  were  not  thought  by  chriftians  to  be  written  by  a 
proper  infpiration.  For  they  certainly  did  not  confi- 
der  the  epiftle  of  Clemens,  or  the  vifions  of  Hermas,  as 
fo  written ;  and  fince  the  idea  of  the  books  of  fcripture 
being  infpired  has. prevailed,  it  has  been  thought  im- 
proper to  put  any  other  writings  fo  much  upon  a  level 
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performance.  It  conlifts  of  three  vifions^ 
twelve  commands,  and  ten  fimilitudes.  The 
objed:  of  them  all  is  to  inculcate  moral  duties, 
but  the  method  of  doing  it,  by  vifions  or  re- 
velations, which  were  certainly  fidtitious,  is 
nottobe  juftificd.  Eufebius  does  not  deter- 
mine whether  this  work  be  genuine  or  not*. 

It  is  probable  that  the  epift/es  afcribcd  to 
Ignatius^  efpecially  the  leffer  ones,  arejin  the 
main  genuine,  and  the  interpolations  that  arc 
in  them  may  eafily  bediftinguiflied.  They 
were  written,  as  was  mentioned  before,  on 
his  journey  to  Rome,  to  encourage  chriftians 
in  a  ftate  of  perfecution,  and  to  warn  them, 
againfl  the  principles  of  the  Gnoftics. 

We  have  a  letter  of  Polycarp^  biHiop  of 
Smyrna,  to  thePhilippians,  written  to  enforce 
thepraftice  of  moral  duties,  and  to  diffuadc 
from  the  principles  of  the  Gnoflics.  An  ac- 
count of  the  martyrdom  of  this  excellent 
man  will  be  given  in  the  next  period. 

In  the  time  of  Eufebius  there  were  extant 
Jive  books  of  Papias^  bijhop  of  Hierapolis  in 
Syria,  a  hearer  of  the  apoftle  John,  and  a  com- 
panion of  Polycarp,  of  the  interpretation  of  the 

with  them,  or  to  read  them  alike  in  the  time  of  public 
worihip. 

*  Lib.  iii.  Cap.  3.  p.  90.      ' 
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divine  oracles.  Papias  was  a  great  collector  of 
the  fayingsof  the  apoftles;  and  one  of  the  tra-i 
^itiotis  prefcrved  by  him  was  that,  after  the 
refurre^ion,  Chrift  would  reign  upon  earth  a 
thoufand  years,  an  opinion  which,  from  hi« 
authority,  was  long  refpecfted  by  many*. 

The  apologie^of  Quadratus  and  Ariftides 
addrefled  to  Adrian  were  mentioned  before. 

Among  the  chriftian  writers  in  the  time  pf 
Adrian,  Eufebius  mentions  Hegeiippus,  and 
alfo  Juftin ;  but  as  the  apology  of  the  later  was 
addrelTed  to  Antoninus  Pius,  I  (hall  fpeak  of 
them  both  hereafter. 

To  this  account  of  chriftian  writers,  it  may 
be  proper  to  add  that  of  two  Jewi(h  authors* 
as  their  works  are  of  particular  importance  to 
chriftians,  viz.  Philo  and  Jofephus. 

Philo  was  a  native  of  Alexandria,  brother  t<l 
the  chief  magiftrate  among  the  Jews  in  that 
place,  and  he  was  fent  at  the  head  of  the  em« 
bafTy  to  Caligula,  as  has  been  mentioned* 
His  writings,  which  are  numerous,  fhew  that 
he  was  much  attached  to  the  Platonic  philo« 
ibphy ;  and  he  made  a  very  abfurd  ufe  of  it  in 
interpreting  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Tefta*- 
ment,  which  is  the  pbjedt  of  moft  of  his 
works.  In  fadl,  he  reprefents  the  writings  of 
*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib,  ui.  Cap.  39.  p.  135. 
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Mofcs  as  a  kind  of  allegory,  the  true  meaning 
of  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  ^principles  of 
Plato;  though  we  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  he 
therefore  confidered  the  Mofaical  hiftory  as 
a  fable,  deftituteof  hiftorical  truth.  In  this 
mode  of  interpreting  fcripture  Philo  was  un- 
happily  followed  by  Origen,  and  other  leained 
chriftians,  for  which  they  are  juftly  ridiculed 
by  Porphyry,  as  Philo  was  by  Celfus.  From 
Philo  it  was  that  the  platonizing  chriftian  fa- 
thers learned  the  perfonification  of  the  divine 
logos;  fo  that,  without  being  a  chriftian,  he 
may  beconfidered  as  having  laid  thp  foundan^ 
tion  of  the  doftrine  of  the  trinity. 

Jofephps.is  a  writer  of  much  greater  value/ 
as  his  principal  work  isa  hiftoryof  the  Jewifh 
nation  from  the  begiiming,  and  contains  0, 
particular  account  of  the  later  periods  of  it, 
and  of  the  deftru^ion  of  Jerufalcm,  and  the 
other  fcalamities  which  befel  the  nation,  of 
which  he  was  an  eye  witnefs,  having  had  the 
command  of  an  army;  and  having  been  taken 
prifoner  and  treated  with  great  kindnefs  by 
Vefpafian  and  Titus,  His  hifbry  bears  marki 
of  a  defire  to  recommend  himfelf  to  the 
Greeks  and  Romans;  but  this  appeared  more 
particularly  by  his  maintaining  that  Vfefpa- 
Han,  who  was  proclaimed  emperor  iin  the 
VoL.L  Q^  Eaft, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


n<       T«E  HISTORY  OF  THE       Pc^.U. 

Eaft,  was  the  Mcfltah, of  the  aiKieht  prophets. 
He  carcfuliy  pmits  all  mention  of  Chrift>  or 
of  chriftians*  This,  as  he  could  not  but  have 
been  acquainted  with  them,  pnobably  arofe 
from  his  not  being  abiis  to  fay  any  ill,  and  his 
ROt  chufing  to  fay  any  good,  df  them,  and 
fhows  that  he  ha4  imbibed  the  general  pre* 
judices  of  his  xiatioQ  againft  them.'  On  thisi 
account,  however,  his  hiftory,  viHch  fliews 
the  exaA  accpmplilhmrnt  of  our  Saviour's 
predictions  concerning  the  fitter  deilm^ion  of 
f  erufaiem,  and  tM  vmvplt^  is4>f  the  more  vahie 
todiriHiaas. 

Befides  his  twenty  books  of  Jewifti  Anti* 
quities,  and  fcvenof  the  Jewifh  war,  we  have 
of  Jofephus  a  panegyric  on  the  Maccabees^ 
his  own  life,  and  two  bopks  againft  Apion,  in 
defence  of  hi9  nation  and  religion.  *  ¥U  fpent 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  at  Rome.         ^ 

-     .  •  I      ,  ,        ,',;;•:  .'I  ■  ■     .       i.'..     « 

.  TYm  wf!  «|r«  com? IP  |hf  cpfu;lqfi(Hi  of  what 
piay  hef^J^  (the , virgin,  prpure^ge  of  th/e 
<phfjrct»,i|  which  wf-p^xmye  no  trap^  of  aay 
^Q^fimt  OT  jpfSL^im  (^xceptins  4)oCe  of  thp 
pnoft)c5,  lyho^p  thi^perip^l  wfei:«  ijj  a  grfat 
IRfa^^.ffPJWSed  fr«5i  th»  i^t^koUq  fhuxch) 
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befides  thofe  which  were  derived  from  the 
apoftles  themfelvcs.  None  of  the  writers  I 
have  mentioned  fomuch  as  allude,,  in  ihe  moil: 
diftant  manner,  to  any  herefy  but  thq^t  of  th^ 
Gnoftics,  which  was  chriftianity  contomi^ 
nated  with  the  principles  of  the  oriental.phi^ 
lofophy .  In  the  whole  of  this  period  the  Xolt 
objcd:  ofworfliip,  in  all  chfiftiah  churches^ 
was  no  other  than  the  one  true  God,  tjbc  God 
and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift.  And 
Chrift  himfelf  was  by  all  confidered  as  the 
rnofi  diftinguiflied  of  the  prophets,  who  had 
no  exiftence  before  the  time  of  his  birth  in 
Judea.  The  memory  of  what  had  been  uni- 
formly taught  by  the  apoftles  was  as  yet  too 
recent  for  any  departure  from  fuch  a  funda- 
mentaldodtrine  as  that  of  the  unity  of  God. 

In  the  following  period  we  fhall  have  a  very 
different  fcene  opening  upon  us.  It  could 
then  no  longer  be  faid,  as  hitherto  it  might  bc^ 
that  there  were  few  men  of  learning  among 
chriftians.  Philofophers,  as  well  as  other 
perfons,  gave  attention  to  the  evidences  of 
chriftianity,  and  became  converts;  fo  that  in  a 
fliort  time  the  number  of  writers  among  the 
heathens  bore  a  fmall  proportion  to  thofe 
among  the  chriftians.    But  the  credit  which 
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chriftianity  derived  from  this  flattering  cir- 
cumftance  was  in  a  great  .meafure  counter-ba- 
lanced by  the  foreign  opinions  which  thefe 
philofophers  brought  into  chriftianity,  and 
conneded  with  it;  finceby  this  means  a  foun-- 
dation  wais  laid  for  a  fyftem  of  chriftian  ido- 
latry, little  better  than  that  of  the  heathens* 
and  for  various  other  abufes  and  corruptions, 
through  which  it  was  barely  poflible  to  dif- 
icera  the  features  of  primitive  chriftianity. 
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P  E  R  I  O  D     III. 

?ROM  THE  DEATH  OF  ADRIAN,  A.  D.'  138^ 
TO    THAT  OF  MARCUS  AURJBXIUS,  A.  D. 

.    180.  .      /    ■ 


SECTION     L 

OftheJiateofCbriJiianityin  the  Reign  of  An^ 
toninus  Pius^  and.  of  the  Martyrdom  of  Poly^ 

.  carp  and  Jufiin^  in  the  Reign  of  Marcus  Au^ 
relius.  -.  . 

ANTONINUS  Pius,  who  fucccedcd 
Adrian /^rid  reigned  twenty-three  yearsV 
was  bne  of  thebeftof  emperors,  and  was  dif« 
tinguifhed  for  his  jufliice  and^hamanity.  He 
was  far  from  pei^fecuting  thechriftians,  though 
they  were  perfecoted  in  his  reign,  efpeciaily 
in  the  beginning  of  it,  by  fome  governors  of 
provinces,  who*  either  took  advantage  of  the 
]aw&  which  were  not  repealed,  or  gave  way  to' 
the  clamours  of  the  populace.  For,  as  there 
had  been  fome  earthquakes  in  /Viia,  and  the 

0^3  neigh- 
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neighbouring  countries,  the  fuperflitious 
heathens,  ignorant  of  their  true  caufe,  afcribcd 
them  to  the  anger  of  the  gods,  for  the  defer- 
tion  of  their  wo^flnip,  in-  confequence  of  the 
fpreadof  chriftianity;  andon  this  account  they 
were  guihy  of  great  outrages  upon  the^  chrifx. 
tians.^  Of  thiefc  thejr  complamed,  and  Juftin 
Martyr  prefented  to  Antoninus  an  apology, 
which  is  ilill  extant,  and  appears  to  have  been 
well  received.  For  the  eftTperor  iffued  an 
cdi6l  in  favour  of  chriilians^  the  authenticity 
of  which  is  Vindicated  by  Dr.  Lardncr*. 

Thpre  is  fo  much  good  fenfe  in  this  edi<^^ 
an,d  it  difcovers  fp  n^uch  knowledge  of  the 
principles. and  concJuiSt  of  theJ chrjffiins,  in 
tTiis  emperor,  that  I  (hall  give  it  entire  fti  the 
do6lor*s  tranflation  from  Eufebius  "t** 
;  •VTbfl.jnn^fpr  AnWni|iij|;.^tjfaft|i^:Aic- 

p^iciwi  J?^n$j^7(  Miwimifi,  ;^?^,  to  jSx^ 

v;i&tis<biduJkhQ;jgb^  wiB.rioti&xBt^hrmti 
^^  tii(  Ite/  i«tMii»ikd(j  f€ir:iidj:foi»btf^r  t^i^ 
-  ifi^etiiQBe  jiqiiQariaol  to  piniUStithpfc  wiio4P0>;^ 
*^*fHfe  l»/ii5o«flij(pttfed^  ,Bi|ti 

*'  )fo«cQi^r  (^otififixl  tfaefertmni  jfo  th^ir  fi3»tl^ 
V  i9i»i^$,  /a^di  tti^j  them '  aBcre^abfliniteK  by 

'^*^  rteA*em*Taiim6nfe9v  TbK  if.  pu  igg. 
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'"calling  them  impk)us,^  sfnd  giving  thtfm 
*'  vcxa^QR-  VOf  they*  ai^  not  fo'defirdHS  to 
**  liver,  as  to  be  pFofecuted^  and  fufibf  dearth 
•*  for  their  God.  tlenq^they  comer  off  vi<Slo- 
' '  jrioos,  laying  down  th^ir  titles  r^her  than  dd 
**  what  yott  deiwand  of  therap.-  As  f&r  Are 
''  earthq^kes  of  the  fornfi^F  or  thtf  prefenft 
**  tiffnes^  it  may  not  b^  improper  to  advife 
*•  you,  t^  compare  youVi^^lves  with  then^,  and 
!*  your  ibntime»(s  with  theirs.*  For  whea. 
'\fuch  things  happen,  you  are  dejededC,  but 
''they  are  full  of  confidence  in  Ood;  andyou^ 
''  itv  the  ignorande  you  are  in,  negled  tho 
^'  other  god^,  and  their  rkes,  and  the  wbrfihip 
*'  of-the  imqtoiftal  likqwifei  and  the  chrif- 
"  tian&  whawotfhif^  hitnyou  baniihi  and^r^ 
*'  iecufle  to  deathv  Bcfot^  our  time  many  gom 
'*  venfK>r§  of:^oymee»\ti'Oteto  dif  deified  fa4 
''  tbtf  at^ontth^ie  mefr,  to  wholn.  hsr  iix€itfii 
-'  that^hey  fti0Uld  not  W  fnoicifted,  u^Iefo 
*Hhey  did  (hiffgs  cokltiAif  ,t»  the  wtelfiiro'  of 
"  the Ro«>flto gov6fmiiiii$4 :  Many  aUb^hav^ 
^*  informfed  sneaboii^ th^Atme fnen»>t0 y^hqtH 
''  I  j^etun^d  an  ani^Hpf  afSF^eable  to  tlle^re- 
*'  icri|^tvo£m3f  father.  If>  therefore,  a9'$'p6f(faa 
^ '  will ftill acGufeaajrof  thefe'meti' a»i^ll:().  e» 
"'  a  chriftian)  let  the  accufed  be  acquitted^ 
**  though  he  appear  to  be  fitciv  a»  one^  and 
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•*  let  the  accufed  be  puniflied.— Set  up  at 
•*  Ephefus  in  the  common  affembly  of  Afia." 

•*  And  that  thefe  things  were  fo  done," 
adds  Eufebius,  '^  is  attefted  by  Melitobifhop 
*  *  of  Sardis ,  who  flourifhed  at  that  time,  in  what 
•*  he  fays  in  his  excellent  apology,  which  he 
•*  madeforourreligiontotheemperorVerus*/* 

Such  being  the  difpofition  of  this  excellent 
emperor,  the  perfecutions  arifing  from  the 
violence  of  the  common  people  were,  no 
doubt,  retrained ;  and  accordingly  we  have 
no  account  of  any  particular  martyrdoms  till 
the  following  reign  of  Marcus  Aurelius ;  who^ 
thoiugh  an  excellent  emperor  in  other  refpeds, 
was  neverthelefs  a  bigotted  Pagan.  In  the 
eighth  year  of  his  age  he  had  been  introduced 
into  the  college  of  Salian  priefts,  and  could 
himfelf  difcharge  all  the  fundiibns  of  that 
prieftho^.  Being  much  attached  to  theiludy 
of  Philofophy ,  he  honoured  his  teachers  not 
cmly^withllatues,  btitalfo  with  facrifices;  and 
in  the  worfhipof  the  heathen  gods  he  was  fo 
fiip^rftitious,  f  hat  he  was  fometimes  ridiculed, 
as  Juiiaii  afterwards  was,  for  the  great  number 
of  his  fa<:f ifices  i  and,  in  common  with  the 
iVe&keftof  the  heathens,  he  had  great  faith  in 
lumens  and  dreams. 
i  :;'    t  f  Heathen  Teftiirionies,  Vol.  ii.  p,  15$. 
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In  the  beginning  of  his  reign  many  cala- 
mities befel  the  empire.  The  Tiber  over- 
flowed, and  did  great  damage  in  the  city. 
After  this  followed  a  famine.  The  Parthians 
alfo  declared  war  againft  the  Romans,  and 
defeated  their  armies.  Many  heathen  phi- 
lofophers  being  by  him  invited  to  Rome, 
Und  fupported  by  him,  advifed  him  to  main- 
tain the  religion  of  his  anceftors,  no  doubt,  as 
a  neccffary  means  of  prcferving  the  empire, 
and  providing  for  the  ftability  pf  it.  To  this 
he  had  no  averfion,  and  being  a  Stoic,  and 
thinking  it  right  to  be  inflexible  in  his  mea- 
fures,  he  iflued  rigorous  edidls  againfl:  the 
chriftians,  which  were  obeyed  with  fufl[icient 
alacrity  by  the  governors  of  provinces. 

He  does  not  appear  to  have  been  at  all  moved 
by  fome  excellent  apologies,  which  were  pre- 
fented  to  him  by  chriftian  writers,  or  by  thofc 
which  had  been  prefented  to  Adrian  and  An- 
toninus Pius ;  and  yet  he  muft  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  chriftians,  and  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  they  a^led.  The  fortitude 
of  chriftians  in  bearing  perfecution  he  men- 
tions in  his  own  writings,  but  afcribes  it  to 
obfiinacy;  and  this  he,  with  Pliny  the  younger, 
and  many  others,  thought  to  be  a  fufllicient 
caufe  of  puniftiment.    Had  heathens  borne 
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torture  and  death  wkh  the  f^me  fortkiiide/  he 
would,  no  doubt,  have  highly  commended 
them ;  but  he  was  provoked  at  the  fuperi- 
ority  which  the  chriftians  fiiewed  to  all  other 
men  in  (imilar  circumftances. 

The  apologies  for  chriftians,  which  -Wct^ 
prefcntcd  to  this  eniperdr,  fhoi+gh  all  without 
efFeA,  were  thofe  af  Juftin,  Tatian,  Athena* 
goras,  AppoUinaris  of  Hi^rapoUs,  Metito^  of 
Sardis,  and  TheophiUi^.of  Anticch;  and  to^ 
wards  the  end  of  his  reign,  appeared  that  of 
Miltiades.  Some  pafTdges  in  thefe  apolog^ies 
1  (hall  recite  from  the  translations  of  Dr. 
Lardtier,  as  they  fhcw  the  iituatrion  of  chrif- 
tians in  thofe  times,  and  how  they  were  af-w 
fedled  by  it* 

Juftin,  after  mentioning  Ptolemy,  and  two 
others  who  were  put  to  death  by  the  onkf 
of  Urbicu^,  ppefe<a  of  the  city,  and  who 
fpeaks^as  if  the  perfecuti^o  wa&  general,,  fays, 
**  Things  than  have  haippened  very  lately,  bufl 
•*  a  few  days  aga,  in  ydur  city,  and  which 
*'  are  every  where  done  in' like  manner  by  the 
•'  preiidents  without  reafQn,i  have  compelled 
••  ^me  to  make  this  addrefs  to  you/*  In  the 
courfeof  it,  he  fays  that,  "  Every  where,  if 
•*  any  Gentile  w^  admonifhed,  or  reproved 
"  for  a  fault,  by  a  fa)ther,  a.nei^W>our,  a  child,, 

**  afriendi 
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••  a  friend,  a  brother,  a  huiband,  or  a  wife,  he 
**  would  prefently  have  his  reprover  before  a 
**  governor,  who  would  be  willing  to  inflia 
•*  death  upon  him*/* 

Athenagoras,  who  was  probably  an  Athe- 
nian, tells  this  emperor  and  Commodus  (for 
his  apology  was  prefented  at  the  clofe  of  his 
Kign,  which  fhjcws  that  he  had  not  relaxed 
of  his  feverity  in  the  courfe  of  it)  that  all 
other  people  experienced  the  benefit  of  their 
equitable  government;  /*  bulf  we  chriftians/* 
hys  l^e,  |Vbecaufe  no  regard  is  had  to  us,  nof 
•'  any  provifion  made  fpr  us,,  though  wedi> 
''  no  eviU  and  axe  in  ail  things  obedient  to  the 
•*  Divine  Beixjg,  and  youx  govemnaent,  are 
•  *  harralled  and  perfecuted^  for  the  name  oaly. 
••  We  therefore  iatreat  you  totake  cara  of  usy 
**  that  we  may  no  longer  be  put  to  death  by* 
^;  fycoyhants." 

^  Melito,  in  a  fragment  of  his  apology  pre*, 
focved  by  Eufebius^  fays.  **  Pious  men  ai;e 
**  now  perfecuted  and  haxraffed  throughout 
^^  all  Afia  by  new  decrees,,  which  was  never 
**  done befQre,,and impudent  fycophants,  and 
'*  fuch  asxovet  the  pofljbffions  of  9thers,tak-. 
**  ing  occafion  from  the  edids,  rob  without 
•*  fear' or  (haxne,  a«d  ceafe  ^ot  to  plunder 

*  Heatbea:TeftimQiu€&,VoJ,ii.p.i84. 
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•^  thofe  who  have  offended  in  nothing/* 
Afterwards,  **  If  thefe  things  are  done  by 
'•  your  order,  let  them  be  thought  to  be  well 
**  done ;  for  it  is  not  reafonable  to  bciicve 
*•  that  a  juft  emperor  (hould  ever  decree  what 
•*  is  unjuft,  and  we  (hall  chearfully  bear  the 
•*  reward  of  fuch  a  death.  This  requeft,  how^ 
**  ever,  we  make  to  you,  that  you  will  inform 
•*  yourfelf  concerning  thofe  who  are  engaged 
••  in  this  contention  [i.  e.  the -chriftians]  and 
•*  then  judge  whether  they  defcrve  death  and 
•*  punifliment,  of  fafety  and  quiet.  But  if 
*•  this  refolution,  and  new  edift,  which  is 
•*  not  fit  to  be  enadted  againfl  barbarians 
•*  and  enemies,  proceeds  not  from  you,  as  we 
**  hope,  much  more  would  we  entreat  you 
^*  not  to  neglecft  us,  and  give  us  up  to  this 
•*  public  rapine*." 

It  is  pretty  evident  from  this,  that  the  em- 
peror Marcus  Antoninus  iflfued  new  ediifts 
againft  the  chriftians,  even  towards  the  clofc 
of  his  reign ;  and  though  TertuUian  fays  that 
he  publiftied  no  new  laws  againft  the  chrif- 
tians,  Lardner  obferves  that  there  might  be 
imperial  edids  publifhed  in  Gaul  and  Afia. 
with  which  he  was  not  acquainted.  Other 
critics  are  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  Mofheim, 

*  JHeathcnTeftimonies,  Vol.  ii.  p.  186. 
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with  great  probability,  fuppofes  that  by  the 
new  edidls  the  accufers  and  profecutors  of  the 
chriftians  were  entitled  to  their  poffeflions, 
as  a  recompence  for  their  zeal  againft  them* 

Notwithftanding  the  above-mentioned  ex- 
cellent apologies,  M-  Aurelius,  with  unre- 
lenting rigour,  continued  the  perfecution  of 
the  chriftians  to  the  end  of  his  reign,  which 
was  near  twenty  years  ;  fo  that  they  fufFeredl 
more  under  him,  than  under  all  the  preceding 
emperors.  Eufebius  fays  that,  in  confc- 
quence  of  the  populace  promoting  the  per^* 
fecution,  the  number  of  martyrs  was  almoft 
infinite,  and  that  he  (hould  give  a  fuller  ac- 
count of  them  in  a  feparate  treatife ;  contents 
ing  himfelf  with  mentioning,  in  his  general 
hiftory,  a  few  of  the  more  remarkable  cafes, 
which  I  fhall  recite  after  him. 

In  this  perfecution  fuffered  the  illuftrious 
Polycarp,  bilhop  of  Smyrna,  who  had  been 
the  companion  of  the  apoftle  John;  and  Eu- 
febius intimates,  that  the  perfecution  was 
violent  not  at  Smyrna  only,  but  in  Afia  in 
general.  Of  what  happened, in  other  places 
we  are  now  ignorant,  but  of  the  martyrdom 
of  Polycarp  we  have  an  authentic  account,  in 
an  epiftlc  from  the  chriftians  at  Smyrna  to 
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their  brethren  at  Philadelphia,    and    other 
places. 

Before  they  come  to  the  account  of  Poly- 
carp,  they  fpeak  of  other  martyrs  in  general, 
and  defcribe  their  conftancy  in  fuffering  the 
tortures  to  which  they  were  expofed  ;  ob- 
ferving  that  the  fpeftators  were  aftoniflied  to 
fee  them  fcourged  till  their  veins  and  arteries 
were  laid  bare,  and  even  their  entrails  became 
vifible;  that  after  this  they  were  laid  upon 
the  (hells  of  fea  fiflies,  and  (haf  p  fpikes  fixed 
in  the  ground,  and  expofed  to  other  kinds  of 
torture,  and  at  laft  were  thrown  to  the  wild 
beads  to  be  devoured.  One  Germanicus, 
being  young,  was  advifed  by  the  prefident  to 
fpare  himfelf ;  but  he  was  not  moved  by  it, 
and  being  expofed  to  the  wild  Jbeafts,  rather 
ftimulated  ttjem,  to  difpatch  him  the  fooner. 

After  this  the  whole  multitude  cried  out  for 
Polycarp  to  be  produced.  .  He,  hearing  of 
this,  was  not  difturbed,  and  had  no  intention 
of 'flying,  but  was  prevailed  upon  by  his 
friends  to  retire  to  a  country  houfe  not  far  off. 
Here,  three  days  before!  his  apprehenfion,  he 
dreamed  that  his  pillow  was  in  flames,  which 
led  him  to  fay,  that  he  fhould  die  by  fire. 
Being  purfued,  he  fled  to  another  place;  but 
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being  traced  thither,  he  refufed  to  go  smj  far* 
thcr,  faying,  the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done  ;  and 
going  to  thofc  who  were  fent  to  apprehend 
him,  he  talked  checrfuHy  with  them,  and  or- 
dered meat  to  be  fet  before  them,  requefting 
that  they  would 'permit  him  to  pray  undif« 
turbed  for  a  fingle  hour. 

After  his  prayer  he  was  conduced  to  the 
city,  and  on  the  way  Herod  the  Irenarch,  and 
his  father  Nicetas,  took  him  into  their  cha- 
jriot,  with  a  view  to  perfuade  him  to  facrificc  $ 
but  OD  his  refufal,  they  thruft  him  rudely  out 
of  it,  fo  that  hi^  leg  was  bruifcd-    Recovering 
himfelf,  he  proceeded  to  the  ftadium  with 
great  cheerfulnefs.,  and» being  brought  before 
the  proqonful,  and  urged  by  him  to  revile 
Chrift,  he  anfw*ered,  '*  Fourfcore  and  fix 
•*  years  have  I  ferved  him,  and  he  has  never 
*•  done  me  any  injury  j  how  can  I  blafpheine 
.**  my  king,  and  my  Saviour  ?^    Being  threa- 
tened with  being  thrown  to  the  wild  beaj(l:s» 
?ind  appearing  indiflkrent  to  it,  he  was  then 
threatened  witfi  fire,  to  which  he  anfwered, 
•*  YpU:  threaten  tnc  with  fire  which  burns  for 
•  *  an  hour,,  and  then  is  extinguifhed ;  but  you 
/*  are  t^orantiofrthe  fire  of  the  future  judg- 
**  ment^  and  everlafting  punishment,  refcrved 
...  ••for 
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••  for  the  wicked ;  but  why  do  you  delay,  ap« 
•*  point  which  you  pleafe." 

Proclamation  then  being  made  that  Poly- 
carp  had  perfifted  in  profefling  himfelf  a 
chriftian,  many  Jews  and  heathens  of  the  city 
demanded  that  a  lion  fhould  be  let  loofe  upon 
him  ;  but  Philip  the  Afiarch  faying,  that  this 
was  impoflible,  as  the  exhibition  of  wild  beads 
was  over,  they  cried  with  one  voice  that  he 
Ihould  be  burned  alive,  arid  all  joined  in 
bringing  dry  wood,  the  Jews  eagerly  affifting, 
according  to  their  cuftom. 

When  the  pile  was  made  ready,  Polycarp 
undrefled  himfelf,  and  endeavoured  to  pull 
off  his  (hoes,  which,  on  account  of  his  great 
agCt  he  bad  not  of  a  long  time  been  able  to 
do ;  and  when  they  were  about  to  nail  him 
to  the  ftake,  he  faid,  **  Let  me  be  as  I  am. 
**  He  that  enables  me. to  bear  the  fire,  will 
•*  alfo  enable  me  to  remain  unmoved  within 
•  •  the  pile,  without  your  faftening  me  with 
•*  nails."  They  therefore  only  bound  him, 
and  after  permitting  him  to  pray,  when  he 
had  concluded  (faying  aloud,  Amen)  fire  was 
put  to  the  pile ;  but  as  he  did  not  die  fo  foon 
as  they  expefted,  at  the  requeft  of  the  people, 
he  was  difpatched  with  a  fword.    The  flefh 
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being  confumed,  the  chriftians  gathered  his 
bones,  and  depofked  them  in  a  proper  place, 
the  Jews  having  been  particularly  urgent  that 
his  body  fhould  not  be  given  to  the  chriftians 
to  be  interred.  They  conclude  with  faying» 
that  if  they  were  permitted,  they  ihould  cele- 
brate the  day  of  his  death  upon  the  place,  as 
his  birth-day,  in  commemoration  of  fo  glo- 
rious a  conteft,  and  for  the  inftru^ion  of  poU 
terity. 

The  authors  of  this  epiftle  give  an  account 
of  twelve  other  martyrs,  and  among  them  of 
one  Metrodorus  a  prefbyter  among  the  Mar- 
cionites,  who  was  burned  alive,  and  efpecially 
of  onePionius,  diftinguifhed  for  his  bold  con- 
feilion,  his  exhortation  to  others,  and  his  con- 
ftancy  in  the  fire*  Eufebius  concludes  this 
chapter  of  his  work  with  mentioning  fcveral 
who  fuffered  martyrdom  at  Pergamus,  as  Car- 
pus, Papulus,  and  a  womalnr  of  the  name  of 
Agathonica. 

It  was  under  Marcus  Aurelius  that  Juftin^ 
the  author  of  the  apology  mentioned  above^ 
fuffered  martyrdom,  and  thence  acquired  the 
title  of  Martyr,  to  diftinguifh  him  from  other 
perfons  of  the  name  of  Juftin.  He  was  ori- 
ginally of  Samaria,  and  had  applied  hjmfclf 
to  the  ftudy  of  philofophy,  efpecially  that  of 
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Pkto,  of  whichhc  always  continued  to  be  a 
great  admirer ;  but  according  to  his  own  ac- 
count, he  was  converted  to  chriftianity  in  a 
private  conference  with  fome  venerable  old 
man.  In  a  fecond  apology  written  by  him, 
and  addreffed  to  Marcus  Antoninus,  he  faid, 
he  expeifled  that  fnares  would  be  laid  for  him 
by  one  Crefcens,  a  Cynic  philofopher,  with 
whom  he  had  had  fome  difpute;  and  this 
appears  to  have  really  happened.  For  at  the 
accufation  of  this  Crefcens  he  was  condemned 
to  death,  in  the  fixth  year  of  this  emperor, 
A.  D.  166 ;  and  it  is  thought  that  he  was  be- 
headed by  the  order  of  Rufticus,  the  prefe<5t 
of  Rome*. 

According  to  Juftin,  this  Crefcens,  though 
by  profcflion  a  philofopher,  was  a  very  im- 
moral man,  and  fuch  in  general  were  the  pro- 
fecutors  of  the  chriftians.  Juftin  himfelf 
gives  us  an  account  pf  a  martyrdom,  ^vhich 
fhews  the  innocence  of  the  accufed,  and  the 
malice  of  the  accufer.  There  was  a  man  and 
his  wife,  who  had  both  of  them  liyed  very 
diffolute  lives,  till  the  woman,  becoming  a 
chriftian,  reformed  her  condud,  and  endea- 
voured to  reclaim  her  hufband  ;  but  her  ex- 
poftulations  having  no  efFedt,  after  bearing 

♦  Eufeb.  Hiftt  Lib.  iv.  Cap.,i6.  p*  174. 
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with  him  a  long  time,  flie  got  herfelf  divorced 
from  him.  In  revenge,  he  accufed  her  of 
being  a  chriftian,  but  probably  not  being  able 
to  get  her  condemned,  he  next  accufed  one 
Ptolemy,  by  whdm  flie  had  been  converted* 
Ptolemy,  bein^  alked  whether  he  was  a  chrif- 
tian, immediately  acknowledged  it,  and  in 
confequence  was  ordered  for  execution  *  One 
Lucius,  feeing  this,  expoftulated  with  the 
judge,  whofe  name  was  Urbicus,  for  con- 
demning a  man  who  was  guilty  of  no  crime, 
or  immorality*  On  this  the  judge  afked  him 
if  he  was  a  chriftian  alfo,  and  he  anfwering 
that  he  was,  he  was  immediately  ordered  for 
execution  likewife ;  as  alfo  were  three  others^ 
who  prefented  themfelves  in  the  fame  maa* 
ner.  So  little  dread,  adds  pur  hiftorian,  had 
the  chriftiahs  of  death,  that  many  of  them 
rejoiced  in  the  profpedl  of  it*. 

*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  iv.  Cap.  17.  p.  i77« 
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SECTION     11. 

Of  the  Chrijlian  Martyrs  at  Lyons  and  Vienne 
in  GauL 

TH^  mpft  (hocking  fcene  of  bubarbus 
jj^rfecution  in  this  pr  any  other  reign, 
was  cxbibite<4  ^t  Lyons  and  Vienne,  in  Gaul, 
which  is  given  by  Eufebius  as  a  fpecimen  of 
what  wiis  tranfa<^ed  in  othef  places,  foam  an 
authentic  account  written  by  the  ren^aining 
chriOians  of  the  places  to  the  churches  of  Afia 
apd  Fhrygia;  and  to  give  fome  idea  of  the 
favage  rage  with  which  this  periecution  was 
carried  on,  ilot  only  with  the  connivance,  but 
with  the  knowkdge  aod  approbation  of  this 
philofophical  emperor,  \  ibal}  give  a  pretty 
large  abridgement  of  thi§  account. 

The  perfecution  began  with  excluding  the 
chriftians  from  the  baths,  the  markets,  and 
all  places  of  public  concourfe.  Then  the 
populace  infulted  them  in  the  moft  outrage- 
ous manner,  dragging  them  aboiit,  plunder- 
ing their  goods,  and  thereby  obliging  them  to 
keep  within  their  houfes.  After  this,  being 
regularly  accufed  before  the  magiftrates,  they 
,  \  were 
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werc^   dn  tkeir  ijonfeffing  themfelves  to  T^e 
<rhriftiaiis,  fcnt  to  fhe  prifons  tiH  the  arriTal  of 
a  ppeiident  of  die  provmce.    Being  brought 
before  him.  Vet  tiiusEpiga  thus  defired  to  be 
iieard  in  their  behalf;  btit  acknowledging 
himfeif  to  be  ^  chriftian«  he  wa/s  ,Bbt  per- 
mitted, but  was  cooifined  with  toe  rtfta  and 
jh^mj  others  joitied  him  ih  an  open  profeflioh 
of  their  faith,  though.about  ton  perfsms  were 
^g^cttd  with  the  proipedt  of  what  they  had 
to  iiaflfer>  and  renounced  their  celigton ;  a  cir- 
camftamce  which  gave  the  reft  more  concern 
%han  che  idea  o£  what  was  prepared  for  them«- 
felves.    More,  however,  were  foon  added  to 
the  niiitiber  of  the  tDnfdibrsv;^d  tho&lhe 
mofteminent  rhriftians  in  the  pitict. 
-   Stfi^  Diders  having  been  givto  t6  maki 
fomquiry  into  die  Mv^  and  <tondudt  of  the 
dhfiftians,  fonacapoftates  were  prevailed  ugKHi 
to  accufe  them  of  inceft^  feeding  upon  hum&n 
ftdh,  and  fuch  other  abominati<>ns  aS  public 
rumour  had  laid  to  thetr  charg)^.    After  this 
the  rage  of  the  people,  «ven  of  thofc  wh* 
before  had  not  been  ill  difpofed  towards  them^ 
was  raifbd  to  the  higheft  pitch* 

They  then  proceeded  to  torture  thole  wh» 
had  been  apprehended^  in  order  to  make  them 
confe£»  the  trudi  of  what  was  hud  to  their 
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charge,  efpecially  Sanftus ,  a  deacon  of  Vicnne, 
Maturus,  a  young  convert,  Attalus,  a  na- 
tive of  Pergamus,  but  a  great  pillar  of  the 
chriflian  caufe  m  Gaul,  and  Blandina,  a  fliave. 
For  her  many  perfons,  and  efpecially  her 
miflrefs,  were  in  great  pain,  left  the  torture 
fhduld  be  too  much  for  her.  But  fhe  bore  it, 
in  a  great  variety  of  forms,  from  morning  to 
evening,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  thofe  who 
applied  it;  and  it  was  obferved,  that  fhe 
fecmed  to  relieve  herfelf  from  her  agony  by 
every  now  and  then  repeating  that  fhe  was  a 
chriftian,  and  that  the  chriftians  were  innocent 
people. 

.  To  all  the  queftions  that  were  put  to  Sanc^ 
tus,  in  order  to  prove  the  vile  charges  againft 
himfelf  and  his  brethren,  he  anfwered  no- 
thing but  that  he  was  a  chriftian.  This  pro* 
Voiced  the  executioners  fo  much,  that  they  ap-- 
plied  red  hot  plates  of  iron  to  the  tendereft 
parts  of  his  body,  till  he  was  all  one  wound, 
and  had  hardly  the  appearance  of  the  human 
form. '  Having  left  him  a  few  days  in  this 
condition,  they  hoped  that  while  he  was^  fore, 
they  fhould  make  him  more  exquifitely  fen- 
iible  to  frefh  tortures.  But  thefe  being  ap- 
plied to  him  while  he  was  dreadfully  fwellcd, 
were  obferved  to  have  the  efFeil  of  reducing 
I  him 
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him  to  his  former  (hapc,  and  reftoring  him  to 
the  ufe  of  his  limbs. 

At  this  time  one  Biblias,  who  had  renounc- 
ed the  faith,  being  produced,  in  order  to  re- 
peat the  calumnies  with  which  Ihe  had  been 
induced  to  charge  the  chriftians,  was  filled 
with  remorfe,  and  openly  retradled  what  Ihe 
had  alleged;  faying,  how  could  the  chriftians 
eat  infants,  or  drink  their  blood,  when  they 
did  not  even  eat  the  blood  of  brute  animals  *• 
In  confequence  of  this,  {he  was  added  to  the 
number  of  the  martyrs^ 

This  mode  of  torture  not  fucceeding,  many 
were  fhut  up  in  noifome  dungeons,  in  which 
they  were  alfo  tortured  in  their  feet,  and  other 
ways,  and  many  died  of  fuffocation ;  but 
others  lived  in  this  dreadful  fituation,  and 
comforted  fuch  as  were  brought  to  them. 
Thofe  who  expired  in  this  confinement  were 
chiefly  the  young,  and  the  tender,  who  had 
not  been  accuftomed  to  bear  any  hardfhips. 

At  length  Pothinus,  the  bifhop  of  Lions, 
who  was  then  more  than  ninety  years  old,  and 
very  infirm,  was  brought  before  the  tribunal, 
and  on  his  confeffion,  without  any  regard  to 

*  It  is  evident  from  this  circumftance,  that  the  chrif- 
tians in  that  age  thought  themfelves  bound  by  the  de- 
cree of  the  apoftles  at  Jerufalem,  not  to  eat  blood. 
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his  age,  or  weaknefs,  he  was  inrulte4  in  the 
moft  outrageous  manner  by  the  mob,  who 
beat  him  with  their  fifts,  kicked  him  with 
their  feetj  and  threw  at  him  whatever  came 
to  hand,  as  if  they  were  aveoging  the  caufe  of 
their  gods  upon  him* 

Ten  perfons,  it  was  obferved,  had  ihrank 
from  the  trial,  and  denied  that  they  were 
chriftians.  Thefe,  not  being  credited,  were 
not  allowed  to  have  the  benefit  of  their  re- 
cantation, and  beiag  |3ither  inftdted  foe  their 
co^vardice,  were  brought  to  punifhmcnt  along 
With  the  reA,  as  murderers,  though  n^ot  as 
chriftianjs,  on  the  evidence  which  had  been 
produced  of  their  eating  human  fleflx.  Thefe 
went  ajohg  with  countenances  full  of  (hame 
and  dejedjon,  tvhile  the  ncft  appcai?ed  dieeri- 
ful,  and  full  of  courage ;  fo  that  the  diifercnct 
betwe^en  them  was  fcafily  perceived  by  all  the 
by-flanders.  After  this  no  chriftian  who  was 
apprehended  renounced  his  profeiHon,  but 
perfever^d  in  it  to  the  laft. 

The  populace  having  been  clamorous  to 
have  the  chriftians  thrown  to  the  wild  beafls 
in  the  amphitheatre,,  that  favourite ipedaclc 
was  at  length  provided  for  them  on  this  oc- 
calion,  and  Maturus,  Sandlus,  Blandina,  and 
Attains »  were  brought  out  for  this  purpoie. 
4  But 
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But  before  the  produdtioaof  the  wild  beafti^, 
Maturus  and  Sanftus  were  made  to  fufFer  the 
torture  in  the  amphitheatre,  as  if  it  had  not 
been  applied  before;  and  every  thing  that  aa 
enraged  multitude  called  for  having  been  tried 
upon  them,  they  were  at  length  roafted  in  an 
iron  chair,  till  they  yielded  an  offenfive  fntell 
of  burnt  flefti.  Nothing,  however^  could  by 
this  means  be  got  from  Sandtus,  befides  his 
former  confeffion,  that  he  was  a  chriftianj  and 
at  length  an  end  was  put  to  his  fufFerings  by 
death. 

Blandina  was  then  produced,  and  when  (he 
was  fattened  to  a  ftake,  a  wild  beaft  was  let 
loofe  upon  her;  but  thisalfo  (he bore  with  the 
gDeateft  compofiure,  and  by  her  prayers  cnr 
CQunged  others  to  bear  whatever  might  be 
prepared  for  them;,  and  as  the  wild  beaft  did 
not  meddle  with  her,  ihe  was  remanded  back 
to  prifon.  « 

Then  Attalus  was  loudly  called  for,  and  acr 
cordingly  he  was  led  round  the  amphitheatre 
with  aboard  held  before  him,  on  which  was 
infcribed,  This  is  Attalus  the  Chris- 
t;a^.  J3ut  it  appearing  that  he  was  a  Ro- 
man citizen,  the  prefident  remanded  him  ta 
prifon,  in expeftation  of  an  anfwer  from  the 
emperor,  concerning  him  and  others  wha 
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were  in  the  fame  predicament.  In  this  re- 
fpitc  they  fo encouraged  others,  who  had  be- 
fore declined  this  glorious  combat,  as  it  was 
juftly  called,  that  great  numbers  Voluntarily 
declared  themfelves  chriftians. 

The  anfwcr  of  the  emperor  was,  that  they 
who  confefled  they  were  chriftians  fhould  be 
put  to  death;  but  that  thofe  who  denied  it 
fhould  be  fet  at  liberty.  Upon  this  there  was 
another  aflembly  held,  attended  by  a  vaft  con- 
courfe  of  people,  before  whom  the  confcffors 
were  produced;  when  thofe  of  them  who 
were  Roman  citizens  were  beheaded,  and  the 
reft  were  thrown  to  the  wild  beafts.  But,  to 
the  aftoniftimentof  all  prefent,  many  who  had 
before  renounced  their  chriftianity,  arid  were 
now  produced  in  order  to  be  fet  at  liberty^  re- 
x'oked  their  recantation,  and  declaring  them- 
felves chriftians,  fufFered  with  the  reft.  Thefe 
had  been  greatly  encouraged  fo  to  do  by  Alex- 
ander a  Phrygian,  who  had  ftiewn  himfelf 
particularly  anxious  for  the  perfeverancc  of 
his  brethren. 

At  this  the  multitude  was  greatly  en- 
raged ;  and  then  he  being  called  before  the 
tribiinul,  and  conftfling  himfelf  to  be  a 
chriftian,  he  was  fentenced  to  be  thrown 
to  the    wild  beafts ;  and  the  day  following 
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was  produced  in  the  amphitheatre  for  that 
purpofe,  together  with  Af talus,  whom  the 
people  had  infifted  upo^  being  brought 
out  once  more.  But  previous  to  their,  expo- 
fure  to  the  wild  beafts  they  were  both  made 
to  bear  a  variety  of  tortures,  and  were  at  length 
run  through  with  a  fword.  During  all  this 
Alexander  faid  nothing,  bu^  fliewed  the 
greateft  firmnefs;  but  At  talus,  when  he  was 
in  the  iron  chair,  faid,  in  allufion  to  the  chxif- 
tians  being  charged  with  the  nxurdering  and 
eating  of  infants,  **This,  which  is  your  own 
•*  praSice,  is  to  devour  m^iJi  we  neither  eat 
**  men,  nor-  are  guilty  of  any  wickednefs." 
It  (hould  feem  that  the  privilege  of  a  Roman 
citizen,  viz.  that  of  being  beheaded,  without 
torture,  was- not  granted  to  Attains. 

On  the  laft  day  of  the  fliew,  Blandina  was 
produced  again,  together  with  a  young  man  of 
the  name  of  Ponticus ,  about  fifteen  years  of 
age,  who  bad  been  every  day  brought  to  fee 
the.fufFerings  of  others.  This  youth  being 
called  upon  to  acknowledge  the  heathengods, 
and  refufing  to  do  it,  the  multitude  had  no 
compailipn  for  either  of  them,  but  made  them 
go  through  the  whole  circle  of  tortures,  till 
Ponticus  expired  in  them;  and  Blandina,  af- 
ter being  fcourged,  and  placed  in  the  hot  iron 
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diair,  was  put  into  a  ntt,  and  txpofkd  to  a 
bull;  and  after  being  toffcd  by  him  fome 
time,  ftie  was  at  length  difpatched  with  a 
fwor4.  The  fpecSatort  acknowledged  fhat 
theyJiad  nevtr  ktiown  any  woman  bew  tor- 
ture ab  ttit  had  dcme . 

When  this  fcene  was  over,  the  midtitade 
continued  to  Ihew  their  rage  by  abuiing  tlie 
dead-bodies  of  the  chriftians.  Thofe  who 
had  been  fuf&catedin  prifon  were  thrown  Do 
the  dogs,  and  were  watched  day  and  ni^ht, 
left  any  perfonfhouki  bury  them.  The  feme 
was  done  with  the  bddies  that  were  left  un- 
cojnfumed  by  fire,  that  had  be«i  mangled,  oir 
burned,  with  the  fihgle heads  of  fome, and  thfc 
trunks  of  others.  Even  in  this  c^5ndition  the 
heathens  infultedthefn,  a&ing  them  whe»  wa» 
their  G6d,  arid  what  their  religion  had  done 
for  them.  Thefe  bodies  and  limbs,  having 
been«xpofed  in  this  manner  for  fix  days,  wcr4 
burned,  and  being  reduced  to  afhes  were 
thwwn  into/the  river >  to  difappoint  them,  as 
they  thought,  of  the  hope  of  a  refurredioni 
BVom  what  was  done  in  this  place,  fays  Exifc^ 
bius,  we  may  judge  of  what  was  tranfadted  in 
Others.' 

What  adds  to  the  praife  of  thefe  martyrs  is, 
that,  whereas  that  title  was  cfteemcd  a  mark 

of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


oftheKigbcft  bonor^  they- w^i*ld  not,  in  th^ 
Kiidft  of  their  torturcaw  be  ctlkd  by  thafc 
name^  faying  it  beiongedtoChrift  only,  of  to* 
others  who  had  died  bofcwre  thtm.  Thry  faid 
that  they  were  ooly  ^Qfstfyffors^  and  iotuested. 
the  prayers  of  their  bfetbren,.  that  they  might 
be  able  to  hold  .out  tor  the  end  •  They  alfos 
prayed  for  their  tor menters,  and  did  not  exult 
over  thcrfe  who  fell*.  This  happei^d  in  the 
feventh  year  of  Marcus  Antoninus,  A,  D.  167* 


m$^ 


SECTION     III. 

Of  Montanifm. 

IN  the  nineteenth  year  of  Antoninus  Pius^, 
A.  D,  1 56,  appeared  the  fc<ft  of  Montanus. 
He  was  a  native  of  Ardaba,  a  village  in  My^ 
fia,  on  the  borders  of  Phrygia,  on  which  ac- 
count it  is  fometimes  called  the  Phrygian,  or 
Galaphrygian  herefyf*.  The  followers  of 
Montanus  foon  became  heretics  \vk  the  origin 
n^l  fenfe  of  the  word.    For  being  excommu- 

*  *  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  v.  Cap.  i.  p.  i98,.&c. 
t  Ibid.  Lib.  v.  Cap*  16*  p*  2^g» 

nicated 


Digitized  by 


Google 


354        TrtE  HISTORY  OF  THE      Pm.IL 

rticated  by  other  churches,  they  had  fcparate 
affcmblies  of  their  own^but  they  held  no  opi- 
nions on  any  fubjedts  of  much  importance, 
different  from  thofc  of  other  chriftians.  They 
only  ufed  greater  aufterity  of  manners,  ob- 
ferving  various  rules  of  fafting,  highly  com- 
mending celibacy,  condemning  all  fecond 
marriages,  &c.  What  they  are  moft  to  be 
cenfured  for  is  their  pretending  to  the  gift  of 
prophecy ;  in  the  fame  fenfe  in  which  the 
apoftles  were  poffefTed  of  it,  and  to  have  that 
fpirit  which  our  Saviour  called  the  paraclete^ 
or  advocate^  and  which  he  promifed  to  fend 
after  his  afcenfion.  The  Montanifts  main- 
tained that  this  prophecy  was  properly  ful- 
filled in  them ;  the  chriftian  church  not  hav- 
ing been  able,  before  this  time,  to  bear  fo  ri- 
gorous a  difcipline  as  they  were  appointed  to 
introduce  into  it. 

Inftead  of  delivering  themfelves,  like  Chrift 
and  the  apoftles,  in  connedled  and  calm  dif- 
courfes,  Montanus  and  his  followers  were 
thrown  into  violent  convulfions ;  and  in  thiff 
ftate  uttered  things  which  their  hearers  fup-' 
pofed  to  be  from  infpiration.  But  while 
their  admirers  thought  it  to  proceed  from  a 
good  fpirit,  others  attributed  it  to  a  bad  one*. 
♦  Eufeb.  Hiil.  Lib*  v.  Cap.  i6.  p.  2^9. 
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The  idea  of  the  peculiar  excellence  of  auf- 
terityand  mortification  did  not  begin  with 
the  Montanifts.  For  in  this  they  only  fol- 
lowed Tatian,  whofe  difciples,  from  this  cir- 
cumftance,  obtained  the  appellation  of  Encra-- 
titesj  voluntarily  abftaining  from  whatever 
was  thought  unnecefTarily  to  gratify  the  cor- 
poreal appetites,  as  flefh  meat  and  wine,  even 
in  the  celebration  of  the  Eucharift,  and  ob- 
jeifting  alfo  to  marriage.  Thefe  notions  Ta- 
tian  probably  got  from  the  Valentinian  Gnos- 
tics, to  whofe  doftrine  he  was  in  fome  mea- 
fure  addidled;  and  all  the  Gnoftics  profefled 
to  hold  in  contempt  every  thing  of  a  corporeal 
nature.  Tatian  was  fucceeded  by  Severus, 
and  from  him  the  Encfalites  were  fometimes 
called  Severians*. 

Tatian  taught  his  principles  firft  in  Mefo- 

patamia,  but  they  prevailed  moft  in  Antioch, 

and  thence  they  paffed  into  Cilicia  and  Pifi- 

dia/  and  as  this  was  prior,  to  the  time  of  Mon-r 

tanus,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  he  was 

one  of  thefe  Encratites.    According  to  Epi- 

phanius,  this  fedl' was  fornied  in  the  twelfth 

year  of  Antoninus  Pius,  and  was  eftablifhqd' 

in  a  part  of  Phrygia,  of  which  Montanus 

iKras  a  native +• 

*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  iv.  Cap.  429.  p.  193. 
t  H»r.  45.  Sea.  i.  p.  391.  Hger.  46,  Seft.  i*  p.  3^0*    . 
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That  perfons  of  Moatanus^^s  turn  of  think- 
inf  ihould  miftake  the  naturai  emotioiis  of 
their  own  minds  for  divine  impulfes,  is  not  at 
att  extraordinary.  This  we  fee  to  have  been 
thecafe  with  perfons  df  all  reh'gions,  heathens, 
inahometans,  and  chriftians.  We  find  even 
ai  this  day  how  unwilling  men  of  good  fenfe 
in  other  refpeds  are  to  give  up  all  idea  of  fu- 
pernatural  afliftance,  or  of  invifible  miracles, 
fuch  as.  are  incapable  of  any  proper  proof,  ef« 
pecially  upon  extraordinary  occafions.  When 
they  fee  men  make  great  exertions,  either  in 
doing  orfuflering,  they  are  apt  to  imagine 
that  they  have  the  aid  of  more  power  than 
their  own.  They  are  even  apt  to  think  fo 
with  refpefl:  to  themfelves.  The  early  chrif- 
tians  nad  this  idea  with  refpe6i  to  the  power 
of  beanAg  torture  in  martyrdom,  whereas  the 
natural  powers  of  man»  and  the  principles  of 
chriilianity,  wilUppear  to  thofe  who  conlider 
the  force  of  them  abundantly  fufficient  for  all 
that  w«  wad  of  men  having  borne  or  done  in 
tholecirciimftances. 

The  opinion  of  the  natural  wcaknefs  of  the 
human  mind,  and  o{  the  neceflity  of  foreign 
aid,  to  produce  any  thing  great  or  good,  is  the 
foundation  ofallthatentbufiafm  which,  in  al} 
ages,  and  to  this,  very  day^  has  been  the  dif- 
jgrace  of  chriftianity.    The  whole  of  the  Cal- 
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viniftic  dodbrmp  of.  thp  new  htrth^  ^x  ^s  it  is 
called,  the  work  of  C^d  in  the  foul  of  man, 
}s  built  upon  ii.  it  was,  in  fa^,  the  fara» 
ig^rance  of  the  powers,  of  z^ure,  and  the 
idea  of  the  perpetual  interference  offuperior 
powers,  in  all  the  Sp^rs  of  men,  which  laid 
the  foUi»dati,9nojF;fh/q  whole  ffjftem  of  Riga^ 
nifm.  Hence  the  perfuafion  of  the  influence 
of  the  fijn,  moon.^pd  ij^rs.i^a)}  l^Vji^nts,  and 
then  thaf  of  dead  p[if  n  in  the  CfHif^ci^m^  of  t^ 
living  i  <and  hcntej^ll  t\s^  .^llWgp  ««<*  wd  cprpr 
monies  which  h^\^  eyer  l^^p  ii^oagined  jto  bf 
proper  ^,fifiin  t|>e,J»yp9r  ^f  ^fe.  ipiagin^rj^ 
powers.  •',,..  ',•'•>,' 

Whei^e  there  w*hijB  ignpr^WKfpof  jp^jyfie^nii 
of  true  philofo]p^^,.pfrieF^aqefi  119  uiipiratiqipL 
wiJJjCjifilj  gaiij  cilpd^/.  Th^s  t|ift  vio^ifi^t  ^gi- 
taMon^of  the  He^f^en  grjeft^,  jand  tHe,^^ 

Ur^PfiS  of  the  ^ftoftt^i/l?,  pf  the.FrW>fi\  fU9f 
phens.and  pfdie^qifjly  QjidJ^ers,  ^^fi^tp^ 
to  prpd^ice  the  perfp^fiop  of  tfcpir  bcifig  iju^ 
der  fopac  fHperfl*tBr%l:ir»puJft;  and, jhif  fftTOf 
is  gpaendly  tbrtBghjt  is  tbp<E^49feeit^j4<?«vj^ 
of  tl*e  ravings  flf.naadweo.         ,.:  .^ 

Farther*  as  men  are  apt  to'  admire  m^ 
thejr  find  idi^cult  jtp  pr^ftic^.  wfti^rftf  m?^ 
Qers  and  rigour  of  difcipline,  have  always  beea 
popular.    This  we'fee  in  other  religions  be* 
Voj..  I.  S  fides 
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fides  the  cTiriftiah;  as  in*  tKfe  'cafe  of  the  Fa- 
kirs of  Indoftan,  and  the  Dervizfts  among  the 
Mahometans.'  This  it  was*th^  chiefly  re- 
commended the  Novatian$\  wKo  borrowed 
much  from  the  Nfontahifts.  Ithas  dlfobcen 
the  chief  redommfendation  o^  the  Mbnaftic 
difciplihei ';ahd  xfpecially  the  more  rigorous 
kindsof'it;  ^/'   ;       ""']    •  '  •'    '' 

The  prihcipat  followers' of  Mdhtanus  were 
two  *  women  of^  fortune/  Prifcilla  and  Mixi- 
milb,  and  alfo  (^jhtilfe'^trientioiiedtiy  Epi-- 
|>hanius,  who  all  pretended  to  the  gift  <)f  pro- 
phecy ;-but ithdugh '  Moximilla  foretdM:  the 
approach  of  wars  and  tumults,  it  was  obfervei^l 
that  nothing  of  that  kind'  happened  f?6m  the 
timcoflicr'death  till  tWrt&h years  after."  • ' 
"  Thefef  two  women  were  ^Kid  to  have' been 
married^  but  to  Have  divorced  ^themfelve's 
f  rom  thcilr'^hulbahds  when  ^  ^hey  appeared  as 
propheteflis  i '  and  this  they-  *  are  faid '  t<#  haVc 
encouraged  in'  others'  who  were  difpofed  to 
|6in  thcni*/  They  wei^  both  nativei^iT  Pe- 
pufa  iW  Phrygiav'and  they' allied  this  place, 
and  alfo  Tymium,  bythe  nariie  af  Jerafitfem^- 
&^!f  th^€  ^aa  to*  be  the  centre  of  a  new  and 
purer ^moStedf  wbr(hip,<and  the  place  wbcit 

f ':'.'    •■•'•-•'•.     '«  "•*     •       •    '     :-  '  /  ' 

*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  v.  Cap.  i8,  p.  233. 
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the  chriftians  were  to  wait  for  the  defcent  of 
the  fpirit.  From  the  place  of  the  nativity  of 
thefe  women,  the  Montanifts  were  fometimcs 
called  Pepufiatls*. 

This  fe<a  fpread  chiefly  in  Afia  Minor, 
where  it  arofe,  and  in  Thyatira  there  was 
hardly  any  other  chriftijinity  profefled  +;  but . 
it  extended  itfelf  alfo  to  other  places,  and 
fome  very  diftant  ones,  cfpecially  Africa, 
where  it  was  embraced  by  the  celebrated  Ter- 
tullian.  Montanus  had  feveral  other  fol- 
lowers of  eminence  befides  thefe,  cfpecially 
Alcibiades  and  Theodotus^:. 

When  the  extravagancies  of  the  Monta- 
nifts fpread,  as  they  foon  did,  into  diftant 
countries,  they  were  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by 
the  more  fober  part  of  the  chriftian  world, 
^mong  others  Sotas  bifliop  of  Anchialus  in 
Thrace,  taking  it  for  granted  that  it  was^an 
evil  fpirit  that  had  got  pofleffion  of  Prifcilla, 
endeavoured  to  exorcife  her,  and  in  conjunc- 
tion with  other  bifliops  excommunicated 
her§. 

*  tufeb.  Hili.  Lib.  v.  Cap.  18.  p.  234. 
f  Epiphatiii,  Haer.  5 1,  fee* «.  Qpera  Vol.  i.  p.  akk. 
t  Eufeb  Hift.  Lib      ^ 
I  Ibid.  Lib.  V.  C; 
Opera  VoL  i.  p.  40a 


X  Eufeb  Hift.  Lib.  v.  Cap-  3.  p.  8 19. 
Ibid.  Lib.  V.  Cap.'  19  p.  2^7*  Epipb.H^n  48* 
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Several  fynods,  orGOunicils,  were  alfo  held 
In  Aiia  Minor,  cfpeclally' one  at  Iconium,  ia 
which  Firmilianprefided,inwhidi  the  Mon^ 
tanifts  were  excommunicated,  and  the  bapi- 
tifm  adminiftered  by  them  declared  to  be 
nuU*.  On  this  they  formed  feparaie  focietie^, 
calling  themfelves  the  fpiritua!^  ^nd  other 
/chriftians  carnal.  It  is  faid  that  V4<ftor  biiliop 
«of  Rome,  for  feme  time  favoured  them,  and 
received  them  into  his  comnumion..  Their 
churches  wefe  fmall,  but  numerous,  and  they 
foon  divided  into  a  great  variety  of  feds ; 
which  cannot  be  wondered  at,  omfideringthe 
principle  on  which  fhey  feparated  from  other 
chriflians.  Pretenfions  to  infpiration  being 
incapable  of  proof  would  be  various  and  dif- 
-cord^dt ;  and  they  who  profeffed  to  be  guided 
by  a  divine  fpirit,  would  not  yield  to  t|ie  oon« 
troul  of  their  brethren. 

.  By  the  enemies  of  the  Montanifts  many 
things  were  laid  to  their  charge,  whfcli,  beii^ 
the  revcrfe  of  iheir  general  principles  awd 
maxims,  we  cannot  fuppofe  to  have  had  any 
foundation  in  truth,  fucji  as  the  iludipus  oma* 
ment^ng  of  their  perfons,  playinig  at  dice»  the 

love  of  money,  Scc-f-.    I  only  meation  thefe 

»    '  ■  •  . 

*  Cypriani,  Epift.  75.  p.  226. 
:   i*vEifleUHift.  Lib.v.Uap.  i8.^p.  235. 
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things  td  fliew  what  abfurd  calummes  were 
ijaiicd^  propagated^  and  beikvedr,  concerning 
pedbnsi  who»  on  otber  accounts,  had  made 
ihemfeives  ofonoxi^i»s^  and  with  what  allow-- 
ance  we  fhould  lead  what  Eufebius  and  other 
anciettt  Wf iters  fajr  of  the  Gnoftics,  the  Ebio-* 
nmSf  the  Unitarians  in  general,  the  Mani- 
^ha^ans,  &c.  and  what  was  afterwards  faid  o^ 
the  Arians  and  others. 

'  With  fefpe<a  to  the  do<ftrines  which  then 
b^gati  to  divide  the  chriftian  wwld  relating  to 
the  perfon  of  Chiift,  the  Montaliifts,  heldno^i; 
filling  that  was  peculiar  to  themfelves  j  bu^ 
Aarty  of  them,  as  well  as  other  chriftiansift 
«hat  agey  were  Unitiarians.  Such  was  Fraxeai,, 
againft  whom  TertuUiati  wrote,  aiid  there 
were  fo  many  others  of  them  Who  retained 
the  Unitarian  doAvine,.  thad  by  later  writers 
the  MoMtaiiifl)^  in  genera^  aw  fometimes 
eharged  with  profeflmg  it.  But  the  Monta-i' 
Rifts  do  not  appear  to^  ha/ve  had  miany  perfon^ 
df  leamiiftg  amkmg  them  i  and  as  to  the  uq-i 
learned,  azidthcG^mmctopeopleiitisevideAti 
from  the  acknowledgment  of  TertidHan  an4 
oth^s,.  that  in  thia  dge^  mA  to  »  much  later 
period,^  they  were  aJbnoft  imivelrfalfy  Odita* 
maa^  Accordiiig:to  the  amihor  oC  tire  Appeil't 
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dix  to  Tcrtullian*s  treatifc  JD^  prefcriptione^ 
they  were  only  thofe  Montanifts  who  followed 
Efchines  who  were  Unitarians,  while  they 
who  followed  PrOclus  were  of  a  different  opi- 
nion *.  For  thcfe  perfons  diftinguiihed  them- 
felves  as  leaders  among  the  Montanifts,  and 
were  at  the  head  of  what  may  be  called  fepa- 
rate  fchools.  Efchines  was  the  earlier  of  the 
two. 

Some  of  the  Montanifts  diftinguifhed 
themfelves  as  wrJiers.  Among  them  were 
Prifcilk  and  Maximilla,  whofe  writings  were 
confidered  in  as  high  a  degree  as  the  fcriptures 
themfelves.  What  Tertullian  has  written 
concerning  the  human  foul,  in  his  treatife  on 
that  fubjeA,  is  chiefly  derived  from  the  fup- 
pofed  revelations  in  their  books.  No  writer, 
however,  contributed  fo  much  to  increafe 
the  reputation,  and  the  number,  of  the  Monw 
tanifts,  as  Tertullian  himfelf,  though  none  of 
his  works  that  are  now  extant  contain  a  regu- 
lar defence  of  their  pdnciples.  Patroclus 
wrote  in  defence  of  Montanifm,  but  his  trea- 
tife is  not  now  extant. 

The  writeors  againft  the  Montanifts  w«re 
chiefly  ApoUinaris  of  Hierapolis,  Miltiade$ 
ef  Athens,  Serapian  of  Antjoch,  and  Caius 
*    *  Seft.  42.  p.  223, 

who 
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who  anfwered  Patroclus*.  To  thefe.  Jefom 
adds  Rhodon  a  difciple  of  Tatian..  But  as 
Eufebius  gives  a  |)retty  large  account  of  his 
writings,  and  makes  no  mention  of  any  fuch 
treatife  of  his,  it  is  not  very  probable  that  he 
wrote  any  thing  on  the  fubjedl.       .    '  . 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  fed:  met  with 
any  particular  oppofition  in  Africa;  but  it 
•was  foon  loft  in  that  of  the  Novatians,  and 
afterwards  that  of  the  Donatifts.  It  appears 
indeed  to.  have  been  on  the  decline  foon  after 
thetimeof  Tertullian,  and  we  fintlnomen<» 
tion  of  it  after  the  fifth  century.  1  ^have  there- 
fore chofen  to  given  all  that  I  have  found  toHay 
about  it  in  t^is  one  place. 


MP^ 


S  EG  TION    IV. 

Of  the  Origin  of  the  po£lriiie  tftbe  Trinity, 

'npHE  period  of.  ^which  lam  now*  treating 

•*■    will  be  for  ever  noted  for  the  introduo 

tion  of  a  dodrine  which  led  to  that  of  the 

Trinity t  as  it  is  now  held  in  all  eilabliihed 

.*Theod.  Haett  Fab.Llb.itiCap.ji.  Opa»Vd.  m 

P'  227.  .•     .  .  •-•:  •..  .  . 
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chriflian  churches,  and  which  may  juftly  be 
called  the  greatcft  of  all  the  corruptions  of 
chriftiinitjr,  as  it  infring'es  upon  that  funda- 
mental afid  moft  important  of  all  dodtrirtes, 
the  unity  of  Ood*  in  the  perfbn  of  the  fupreme 
Father.  This  was  the  work  of  the  Platonic 
.  philofophers,  who  when  they  embraced  chrif- 
tianity  retaitted  much  of  their  former  tenets  i 
and  the  Mther,  as,  in  their  opinion,  fhefe  doc- 
ttitle^  bohtributed  to  enhance  the  dignity  of 
ibi  h«d  of  their  htW  Religion,  fo  that  he 
frtlghl  \^ith  projiriety  be  denominated  GW, 
ftS  WfeU  i§  y^n.  Ahd  the  greafeft  cifejfe^Udrt 
to  ihe  chttfti^tt  iieiigion:  iri  all  the  earfy  ages 
was  the  meannefs  of  its  founder,  vi^.  a  cruci^ 
fied  malefaAor. 

According  to^Phrtt^  tfccrc  arc  three  princi^ 
pies  («P%«}  as  he  termed  them,  in  the  univerfe, 
Thegoed,  or  fke  fcfpftnle  thiildv  tKfe  wq,  his  w- 
telleSi^  or  ideas ^  and  +«%u,  or  the  foul  of  the  world. 
Thfe  fet»i>d  df  thftfe  ^^rlnciplfes,  ?hflo,  the 
learned  ^  Jew  of  Alexandria,  called  Ugos^  z 
ftxm  bbrrbwerf  j[rom  the  fcKptures,.  in  coii- 
fequericc  ,of ' iU  feeing,  there  ifaid,  that  the 
worla  wa(s  naade  fcv  ^^  word,  ox  logos .,  oIl  GoA^ 
as  Haib  l^a  J  made  liis  {n^)  ideas,  oir  inhUigibk 
«i9;rftf/to.>l}@the.<iith«t£ai^^  o^  cau(d» 

of  the  vifiblc  univerfc.  Jn  the  application  6f 
•^^^•^.  "'-^  thcfc 
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thefc  principles  ta  the  Jewifh  religion,  tlie 
logos,  that  power  or  principle  from  which 
the  univerfe  originated,  was  thought  to  btf 
fomcthitig'  emitted  from  the  fupteme  mind, 
and  capable  of  being  drawn  into  it  again,  ai 
a  ray  of  light  was  theri  conceived  to  be  with 
rcfped!  to  the  lun.  This  divine  fiay,  or  ema- 
nation, was  fuppofed  not  only  to  have  made 
the  world,  but  alfo  to  have  appeared  io  thd 
patriarchs,  to  have  delivered  the  law  from 
inount  Sinai,  artd  to  have  been  that  bright 
cloud,  or  glory,  which  had  beeii  the  /yittbol 
of  the  divine  prefehee  irl  the  tatbernade  artd 
the  tiniple. 

To  this  doftrine  the  pktortizing  chriftiaris 
edd^d,  that  this  diviriie  rayj  <ir  logos,  was  per* 
irianently  attached  to  thd  perfon  of  Jefus 
Chrift  ;  ahd  this  emanation  being  of  the  ef-. 
fence  of  God,  Chrift,  they  faid,  might,  on  thi^ 
account,  be  properly  called  God.  According 
to  thefe  philofophizing  cbriftians,  therefore, 
the  whole  perfon  of  Chrift  confifted  of  three 
Jjarts,  viz.  a  body,  a  proper  hunran  foul,  and 
alfo  this  divine  Uilcteated  logos ;  fo  that  he 
waS  both  God  anti  man.  But  then,  as  the 
iogos  was  only  fuppofed  to  be  fotiiething 
tmifted  from  the  fupr'^ttte  rhinii,  jiiA  as  a  ray 
of  light  is  frota  the  fun;  they  were  always 
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careful  to  fpcak  of  Chrift  as  z  being,  who^ 
though  he  was  properly  divine^  was,  nevcr- 
thelefs,  far  inferior  to  the  Father,  as  a  beam 
of  light  is  to  the  fun.  And  they  were  the 
more  careful  to  do  this,  that  they  might  not 
give  too  much  offence  to  the  great  body  of 
chriftians,  who  were  juftly  alarmed  at  a  no- 
tion which  looked  fo  like  a  violation  of  the 
greatcft  dodlrinc  of  all  revelation,  that  of  the 
unity  of  God. 

This  opinion,  of  a  divine  wj^,  .called  the 
logos ^  being  permanently  attached  to  the  man 
Jefus,  and  conftituting  a  proper  part  of  his 
perfon,  appears  firft  in  the  writings  of  Juftin 
Martyr,  who  had  been  a  Platonic  philofo- 
pher,  and  who,  when  he  became  a  chriflian, 
continued  to  be  a  great  admirer  of  Plato. 
Afterwards,  many  other  learned  chriflians, 
^fpecially  thofe  who  were  educated  at  Alex- 
andria, where  the  Platonic  philofophy  was 
principally  taught,  adopted  the  fame  notion ; 
and  by  this  means  they  diftinguiihed  them^ 
felves  from  the  unlearned  chriAians,  as  hold- 
ing a  more  fublime  dodrine  than  they  were 
capable  of  comprehending*  The  dodtrine  of 
the  fimple  humanity  of  Chrift  they  coniidered 
as  milkfit  for  babes;  but  that  of  the  divinity, 
ds  m^at  forjirong  min.  This  was  the  conftant 
;  language 
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language  of  the  learned  chriftians  for  many 
ages. 

It  is  evicient,  hawevcr,  that  the  new  doc- 
trine, though  thus  qualified,  and  ingenioufly 
explained,  gave  much  offence  to  the  great 
body  of  unlearned  chriftians;  and  even  many 
of  the  moft  diftinguilhed  for  their  learning, 
in  every  period,  protefted  againft  it.  But  at  . 
length  they  were  overborne  by  the  majority 
of  the  learned  bilhops  and  clergy,  and  by 
them  this  fyftem  was  in  time  fo  far  improved, 
or  rather  changed,  that  Chrift  was  affertcd  tp 
be,  in  all  refpedls,  equal  to  God  his  Father. 

Juftin  Martyr  himfelf,  when  he  firft  ad- 
vanced his  opinion,  did  it  with  great  diffi-. 
^ence,  without  the  leaft  cenfure  of  thofe 
who  thought  differently  from  him,  and  even 
with  the  air  of  an  apology,  as  for  fomething 
that  he  was  apprehenfive  might  give  offence* 
"  Itwillnotfollow,''fayshe*,  ''  that  he  is 
'*  not  the  Chrift,  though  I  Ihould  not  be  able 
**  to  prove  that  he  pre-exifted  as  God,  the  fon 
**  of  him  that  made  all  things,  and  that  he 
*•  became  a  man  by  the  virgin.  It  is  proved 
^'  that  he  is  the  Chrift,  the  fon  of  God,  who- 
'*  ever  he  was,  though  I  Ihould  not  prove  that 
*'  be  pre-exifted,  but  was  aman  of  the  fame 

/*  Pial.  p,333. 
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*'  pafTidns  tvith  ioirrfehrcs,  harinfg  flcih,  ancf 
**  being  fubjedl  to  his  Father's  will.  It  will 
^  •^  be  right  to  f^y,  that  m  this  only  I  have  been 
**  miftaken,  and  not  that  he  is  not  the  Chrift, 
**  though  he  fhould  appear  to  be  a  mart,  bdm 
*''as  other  men  are,  and  to  be  made  Chrift  by 
*•  eledtion.  For  there  are  fome  of  mir  race** 
fnneaning  probably  the  Gentile  chriftians,  for 
all  the  Jewifh  chriftiartS  Are  'well  known  ta 
.  have  held  this  opinion)  **  that  he  was  a  man 
**  borii  like  other  men.  With  them  I  do  not 
**  agree,  nor  IhouW  I  do  fo,  though  ever  fa 
**  many,  being  of  the  fanre  opinroit,  ihoulcf 
'•urge  it  upon  me,  beeaufe  we  are  com- 
"  manded  by  Chrift  himfelf,  not  to  obey  thd 
**  teachings  of  men»  but  what  was  taught  by 
**  the  holy  prophets  and  himfelf.** 

It  is  plairi  that,  according  to  the  unitarian 
dodtrine^  to  which  Juft'in  here  alludes,  Jefu* 
tvas  the  fon  of  Jofeph,  as  well  as  of  Mary, 
ft  is  therefore  probable,  that  this  was  the 
opinion  of  the  unitarians,  that  fs,  of  the  thiAC 
riatis  in  general,  dt  this  titrte ;  and  that  the 
docflrine  of  the  miraculous  coftceptroti,  as  well 
is  thofe  of  the  pre-exiitence  and  divinity  of 
Chrift,  arofe  aborut  the  fame  period. 
"^  Tiypho,  in  hfs*  reply  to  Juftin,  gives^  a  de- 
cided preference  tatWs  dodirilic  of  the  pro^ 
-  pes 
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per  hiimanity  of  Cbf  ift,  without  a  mjracvlous 
conception,  to  ^y  x)ther.  **  T'^^y»'*  f^ys 
he*,  .**  who  fay  th^  he  was  a  man,  born  like 
**  other  men,  and  that  he  bc^came  Chrift  by 
**  cleaioa'*^  (that  is,  by  the  appointment  qf 
God)  **  feem  to  hold  a  do(3trine  more  credible 
^*  than  yours,  For  all  of  us  expe(3t  that 
**  Chrift  will  l?e  a  ixifn^  |ind  that  Eligs^wjll 
^\  come  to  anoint  him.  If,  therefore,  this 
**:perfon*bethc  Chrift,  hc.muft  by  all  njejyis 
**  be  a  man,  ,bpm  like  other  men." 

The  coroparifon pf  thc:deity  to  the  iui),  and 
of  his  energies  to  th^  rays  of.  light,  emitted 
from,  himf  and  /drawn  into  hin>  ^gain,  had 
unfortunately  been,  adopted  before'  Juftin 
Martyr,  by  fomie  who  were  properly  unita- 
rians, A  divin?  ray  of  tWs  kind  they  fup- 
pofed  w?is  emittfid  at  thex:re^tipn.^  ^e  fame, 
they  faid,  wjis  .the  glory  which  appeared  to 
Mofes.,  and  the  patriarchs,  and  to  have  con- 
ftituted  thpfe,  appearances  which  are  deno- 
roiqatcsd  angels.  A  ray  of  this  lynd. they  fqpi 
|iof<5d  l^kewife  to  reiide  in  Jefus  ^hrift,  and 
that  by  this  he  wfyrted  mjri^cles  while,  he  was 
upon  eajtb,  l>jit  that  it  \Mas  withdrawn  froni 
him  fwJbfiU  Ije  ;ACc;?pd?d  into  heaven.  Some 
of.tbwijmifht  ga  fo^^r^^^       fay,:  tl^^t  fipce 
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this  ray  wgs  prpperly  divine,  and  the  divinity 
of  the  Fafher,  Chrift,  who  had  this  divine 
ray  within  him,  might  be  called  God,  but  by 
no  means  God  different  from  the  Father. 
They  are  moreover  charged  with  faying,  that 
the  Father,  being  in  Chrift,  (uffered  and  died 
in  him  alfo,  and  from  this  they  got  the  name 
of  Patripajfians.    But  Beaufobre,  with  great 
probability,  fuppofes  that  this  was  only  what 
their  adverfaries  charged  them  with,  as  the 
neceflary  confcquence  of  their  opinions.    It 
is  not,  indeed,  certain,  fince  none  of  their  own 
writings  are  extant,  that  they  ever,  in  any 
fenfe,  called  Chrift  God.    Their  faying  that 
this  divine  ray  was  in  Chrift,,  was  nothing 
more  than  exprefling,  in  the  philofophical 
language  of  the  times,  that  the'  preftncfe  and 
power  of  God  the  Father  was  with  Chrift, 
and  that  this  power,  and  not  any  proper 
power  of  his  own,  was  that  which  worked 
the  miracles.    Juftin  Martyr,  who  itientions 
this  opinion*,  fays  nothing  of  thofe  who  h^ld 
it,  calling  Chrift  God,  and  much  lefs  of  their 
maintaining  that  God  fuffered. 

This  opinion,  however,  of  the  divine 
power,  or  energy,  which  was  in  Chrift,  bfeing 
only  a  divine  I'ay  emitted  from  the  Supreme 

•  Dial.  p.  412. 

Being 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Sec.  IV.        CHRISTIAN  CHURCH.        271 

Being,  and  drawn  into  him  again,  Jiiftin  dif- 
lapproved ;  fuppofing  that  after  it  was  at- . 
tached  to  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  it  Was  never 
'withdrawn  from  him.    He  would  not,  .ho\xr. 
ever,  fay  that  this  divine  ray,  though  perma- 
nently attached  to  Chrift,  and  making  an  ef- 
fential  part  of  his  perfon,  was  ever  properly 
feparated  from  its  fource,  and  in  this  confifts 
the  abfurdity  of  the  new  dbdrine.    This  opi- 
nion of  his  he  illuftjrates  by  two  comparifons ; 
the  one  that'of^f^^A,  or  logos,  which  was  the 
•more  convenient  fol:  his  purpofe,  as  this, was 
the  very  term  made?  ufe  of  by  Philo  to  denote 
this  divine  ray  by  which  the  worlds  were 
'  made.    As  fpcech,  conveying  a  meaning^  fays 
';hc,  goei£  forth  from^  one  man  and  enters  into 
'others,  by  which  they  comprehend  his  meaii-r 
ing,  while  the  fame  meaning  ftill  remaitis  in 
the  perfon  who  fpeaks,  fo  the  logos  of  the 
Father  continues  entire  in  himfelf,  though  it 
b€  imparted  to  Chrift. 

He  alfo  illiiftrates  thi$  transferring  of  divi- 
nity from  the  Father  to  the  Son  by  one  lamp 
•lighting  others,  without  lofing  any  of  its 
fplendour. 

The  natural  ihference;from  both  thefc  fcom*-' 
parifons  would  be,  that  divine  beings  were 
multiptied,  becaufe  a  lamp,  though  lighted  by 

another^ 
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another,  is  a  perfed:!/  diflindt  lamp ;  and 
fpeech  alfo,  or  weaning^  communicated  to  an- 
other perfon,  is  numerically  different  fron> 
that  which  remains  in  him  who  communis 
cated  it,  and  they  continue  independent  of 
each  other.    But  Juftin  and  his  followers  were 
xareful  not  to  purfue  this  comparifon  fo  far; 
and  they  all   maintaine^l    that    fpecch,    or 
meaning,  though  transferred  tp  anothcj,  was 
Hill  the  identical  fam^  meaning  tb^t  was  iji 
the  others  and  that  the  light  qf  the  fecpn^i 
lamp  was  not  another^  but  thp  veryiame  li^l^t 
with  .tha,t  0^  the  firft.    By  thi&  fubtle  diftiuc. 
tion  they  thpught  to  avoid  thei:harj5c  of  noajb- 
jrg  nqiore  gods  than  one,. which  no  believer  ifi 
diviAe  revelatjoi)  wo\ild  b^ar.    Qn  the  other 
han4»  th^  philofophical  Unitanaai^  admittc4 
^pf  np  diftin<Sion,  or  difference  ^hatev^r^  Imj- 
'tween  the  divinijy  of  tha  patber  and  th^^t 
which  was  in  theSpn;  fo  that  theif  advfrfarifs 
always  charged  them  with  confounding  the 
perfons  of  the  Father  and  the  Son,  as  the 
.Arians  werp  charged  y^'iihfep^r^iting  theip, .  r 
.  Thai  Juftin  Martyr^s  dodrin^^ftbe  ,<Jivi- 
nity  ofChrift  was  little  known  at  the  tinie 
^  that  he  wrote,  h  pretty  evident  frpm  the 
.  coxjfideration  of  anptber  produdion  pf  tjic 
feme  agp,  whi?h,  w^h  Kfps^  t9  ingenttiiy 
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and  information » is  not  inferior  to  Bny  of  the 
writings  of  thofe  who  are  ufually  called  the 
Fathers.  I  mean  the  Clementine  Homilies^ 
which  is  properly  a  theological  romance,  in 
which  the  writer  perfonates  Clemens,  after- 
wards bifhop  of  Rome  J  and  in  an  account  of 
his  travels,  and  thofe  of  Peter  and  Simon  Ma- 
gus, intermixed  with  a  variety  of  other  inci* 
dents p  he  introduces  all  the  theological  know- 
ledge of  the  times.  The  author  of  this  work 
not  only  appears  to  be  an  unitarian  himfelfp* 
and  of  courfe  reprefcnts  Peter  and  Clement' 
as  fuch,  but  he  never  fo  much  as  mentions 
fuch  an  opinipn  as  that  of  Juftin  Martyr^ 
though  he  had  the  fairc;ft  opportunity  of  4o«- 
ing  it. 

When  he  introduces  Simon  difputing  witH 
Peter  on  the  plurality  of  Gods,  one  fuprpme 
and  the  reft  fubordinate,  and  urging  as  aa 
argument  ad  hominem^  that  this  kind  of  plu^ar* 
Kty  may  be  proved  even  from  the  fcriptufes, 
as  from  God  faying.  Let  us  mtdce  man  ;  Petcjf 
replies,  that  in  this  **  God  fpake  to  hip,aw«| 
**  wifdom,  which  is  his  fpirit,  united  as  a.fQul 
"  to  God* ;"  that  is,  he  fpake  to  himfeifi 
whereas  Juftin  Martyr,  and  all  the  advocartcs 
of  Chrift  being  the  iogos^  woulil  haye  ffiid 

*  Horn,  xvi,  SeS.  12^  p«  757* 
Vol.  I.  T  that 
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that  this  fpedch  was  addrciGTed  to  the  logos, 
orChrift. 

Juftin  and  his  followers  vindicated  the  pro- 
priety of  Chrift  being  called  G/>d^  as  he  was 
the  uncreated  logos^  of  the  Father;  but  in 
this  work  Peter  fays,  **  To  us*  there  is  one 
**  God,  who  made  all  things,  and  governs  all 
**  things,  whofe  fon  Chrift  is/*  Again  **  Our 
*'  Lord  never  faid  that  there  was  any  other 
**  God  befides  him  thait  made  all  things  i^ 
**  nor  did  he  ever  call  himfclf  God,  hut  pron 
**  nounced  him  blefled  who  called  him  the 
*•  Son  of  God*."  This  was  in  anfwer  to  Si-. 
mon,  who  had  faid  that,  according  to  the  rule 
laid  down  by  Mofes,  Chrift  ought  to  have: 
been  rejefted,  either  as  a  falfe  prophet,  or 
another  God. 

In  this  work  it  is  likewife  alleged  as  an  ar^ 
guttient,  why  a  being  produced  even  from  the 
fubftance  of  God  by  way  of  generation  (for 
fuch,  according  to  the  philofophy .  of  the 
times,  was  the  origin  .of  ^  fouls ^  both  of  men 
and  angels j  ought  not  therefore  to  be  called 
Goi\  that  **  he  who  is  not,  in  all  refpeifts^  the 
**  fame  with  any  other,  cannot  be  entitled  to 
•*  the  fame  appellation.  It  is  the  property  of 
•*  the  Father  to  beget,  and  of  the  Son  to  b* 

f  Horn.  xvi.  Sea.  15.  p#  728. 
i;  "begotten* 
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**  begotten.  But  that  which  is  begotten  can- 
**  not  be  compared  with  that  which  is  unbe- 
"  gotten,  or  felf-ibegotten/*  This  is  the  very 
reverfe  of  the  doftrine  of  Juftin  Martyr  and 
his  followers,  who  obtained  the  name  of  or*, 
thodox.  For  they  maintained  the  propriety 
of  calling  Chrift  God,  becaufe  he  was  begot- 
ten, or  produced  from  the  fubftance  of  fhe 
Father,  though  inferior  to  him )  God  of  God^ 
light  of  light y  as  it  is  expreffed  in  the  Nicene 
creed.  *     - 

Let  anyperfon  now  jiidge,  whether  the 
author  of  this  curious  work  could  have  writ- 
ten in  this  manner,  on  maxims  fo  diametric 
cally  oppofite  to  thofe  of  the  fuppofed  ftand»- 
ard  orthodoxy. of  his  times,  withbut  at  leaft 
making  fome  mention  of  them,  or  alluding 
to  them.  It  is  therefore  almoft  certain  that 
this  writer  had  never  heard  of  fuch^a  notion 
as  that  of  Juftin,  and  that  this  was  the  leafon 
why  he  took  no  notice  of  it. 
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SECTION     V. 

Of  the  State  of  the  Jews  in  this  Period,  and  the 
fubfequent  ones,  colledied  chiefly  from  Bafnage*s 
Hiflory  of  them. 

AFTER  the  dcftru<aion  of  Jcrufalcm,  the 
Jews  were  governed  by  Patriarchs,  the 
firft  of  which  that  is  known  to  us  lived  in  the 
time  of  Adrian.  He  was  defcended  from  Hil- 
Icl,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  our  Saviour.;  and 
this  dignity  continued  in  his  family  till  tht 
year  429.  His  refidence  was  at  Tibenas, 
where  the  Jews  had  an  academy  for  the  iludy 
of  their  law. 

This  patriarch  had  under  him  feveral  offi- 
cers, fome  of  whom  are  alfo  called  patriarchs 
in  the  laws  of  the  Roman  empire ;  but  their 
jurifdidion  was  confined  to  particular  places, 
and  they  were  fcnt  out  by  the  principal  pa- 
triarch as  the  occafions  of  his  government  re- 
quired, efpecially  to  coUedt  the  tribute  which 
every  fynagogue  paid  him.  This  was  ex- 
aded  with  fo  much  rigour,  that  complaints 
were  fometimes  made  of  it  to  the  Roman 
emperors.  '  The  patriarch  had  likewife  the 
4.  xiomi- 
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notnination  of  the  rulers  oF  fypagogties,  and 
the  power  of  efctfting  new  fynagogues,  as  wdl 
as  that  of  deciding  all  differences  relating  to 
the  interpretation  of  the  law.  This  power  of 
.electing  new  fynagogues  was  forbidden  by 
the  emperor  Theodofius  IL  as  was  alfo  the 
converting  of  any  perfon  to  the  Jewifh  re- 
ligion. 

The  firft  of  thefe  patriarchs/  of  whom  we 
have  any  account,  and  probably  the  firft  that 
was  created,  was  Gamaliel  H.  in  the  time  of 
Nerva ;  the  fecond  was  Simeon  III .  in  the  time 
of  Adrian;  and  he  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon, 
the  famous  Judah  Hakkadoih,  or  the  holy^ 
who  lived  in  the  reigns  of  Antoninus  Pius, 
Matcus  Aurelius,  and  Commodus.  He  was 
born  on  the  fame  day  that  Akiba,  a  famous 
Jewifh  Rabbi,  died,  which  was  in  the  reiga 
of  Adrian;  and  he  diftinguifhed  himfclf  by  a 
coUe&ion  of  thedecifions  of  the  aiddent  Jew^ 
ilh  dbdldrs,  or  a  compilationof  abody  of  jhe 
JewiQpi  canon  andtriviJ  law,  called  th^  Mi/hna, 
probably  about  the  .year  180.  . 

Hillcl  II.  a  defcendaht  of  Judah  Hakka- 
doih/  was  the  author  of  the  Jcwi(h  sera  of  the 
creation  of  the  worlds  the  year  371 6  of  which 
jCOcriefpQfids  t{>  the  firft  of  the.  chriftian  sera. 
He  Jdfo  coiD^lfc4  the  Jewilh  cycle,  to  re- 

T  3  duce 
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duc^  the  courfe  of  the  fun  to  that  of  the  moon, 
by  means  of  feven  intercalations.  This  Hil- 
lel  governed  the  Jewifli  nation  till  about  the 
year  3851  and  the  laft  of  thefc  patriarchs  was 
Gamaliel,  mentioned  by  Jerom  about  A,  D. 
392.  This  dignity  was  aholiflied  A.  I>.  429, 
after  it.had  fubfifted  three  hundred  and  fifty 
years. 

.  -To  thefepatriarchs  fucceeded  Primates,  who 
^were  cledid  by  the.  Jews,  one  in  each  pro- 
.vincc ;  biit  Theodofius  the  younger  ordered 
the  contributions  which  were  made  for  their 
,fupport,  and  which  were  the  fante  that  Had 
tbeen  granted  to  the  patriarchs,  to  be  paid  into 
tht  public  treafury. 

About  the  fame  time  that  the  Wfeftem  Jews 
rwcre  govejpned  by  patriarchs,  who  refided  at 
'Tiberias  ,ithe  Eaftern  Jews  were  governed  by 
"SL'pttfott -who  was  ftiled  /^i?  Prince^ofthe  Cap^ 
•//w(y,i  at  Babylon.  The  firft  of  thefe  was 
'HUha;  'who  was  cotemporary  with  Judah 
JHakkadoftl,  and  was  choftn  prince  of  the 
nation,  A.  D.  z%o  or  %22. 
•  YhclMilhna  of  Judah  Hakkadbih  being 
imperfeft,  its  defeifls  were  remedied  by  Jo* 
chanan,  aflifted  by  Rab  and  Samliel,  two  of 
his  difciples;  and  they  called  their  work  Ge^ 
ifiarai  and  this,  added  to  the  Mifhiiai  makes 
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what  is  dalled  the  Talmud,  of  Jerufalem.  The 
defedls  of  this  .work,  R.  Afe,  who  had  'a 
fchool.it  Sora,  near  Babylon,  endeavoured  to 
iennuave:ih  another  commentary  on  theMifli-* 
TiapE  Judah;  and  his  commentary,  or  Ge^ 
nidra^  together  with  the  Miftina,  rnakes  the 
Tdhnud  of  Babylon  y  which  is  generally  fup* 
^ofed  to  ^have  been,  completed  about  A.D* 
:5o:q,  oc.  5-05..  This  Talmud  the  Jews  after* 
awards  held  in  fuch  high  eft^em,  that  tb^  eyeii 
pref?i;rejj.  it  to  the  fcriptuyes ;  comparing  the 
\aXX$xX(^,  wat?r,  atid  the  former  to  winq.  **  He 
I* '  that  <)ffends lagainft  thcrlaw  of  Mofes,"  they 
^fay,.**  may.  be  pardoned  J  but  he  who  ofFerids 
:**  agai'nftithe  decifloris  of  their  dolors,  is  de* 
/  *  ferying  of  death. " 

.  It  is  remarkable,  that  about  tfhe.time  that 
4li€  dodlf  iiie  of  the  trinity  csime  to  be  gene- 
jrally  profeifedhy  learned  chriftiaris,  we  read 
.of  few  or  no  converts  to  chriftianity  from  the 
Jews  ji. and,  no  doubt,  the  teaching  of  fuch  a 
-doiftrine  as  this,  fo  repugnant  to  the  moftfun- 
:dame)ital  principles  of  their  religion,  muft 
Jiave' contributed  not  a  little  to  this  efFedt. 
^ut«  indeed,  from  this  .time  the  learned  chrif* 
Ji92)s,^ppear  -td*  have  had  little  intercourfe 
with  the  Jews,  hardly  any  of  them  tajking  the 
pains  even  to  learn  Hebrew ;  and  the  fame  in 
•     So  T  4  general 
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general  has  been  the  cafe  with  the  Jews  and 
chriftians  to  the  prefent  day. 

It  is  hoped,  however,  that  when  the  Jews 
(hall  fully  underftand  that  the  dodrine  of  the 
trinity,  which  gives  them  fuch  great  and  juft 
offence,  is  rejected  by  learned  and  well  in* 
formed  chriftians,  fo  as  to  be  convinced  that 
it  is  unqueftionably  a  corruption  of  genuine 
thriftianity,  they  will  give  m6Tt  ittcQtion 
than  they  have  hitherto  done  to  the  hiftorical 
levidehces  of  chriftianity;  anij  whenever  they 
do  this,  they  ihuft  perceive  that  they  are  even 
ftronger  and  clearer  than  thofe  which  tKey  can 
^llfcge  for  the  divine  xniflion  of  Mofes.  They 
-will  alfo  fee,  if  they  read  the  New  Teftament 
for  thcmfelves,  and  judge  of  it  without  preju- 
dice, thit  there  is  no  contrariety  or  oppofi- 
tion  betw«*n  the  two  religions ;  fince,  when- 
ever they  become  chriftians,  they  are  to  con- 
tirtuc  fubjedt  to  tbeir  |«cctiliar  laws  and  ritua), 
as  Chrift  and  the  apoftles,  who  were  alfo  Jews, 
did;  and  that,  as  Jews ^thtre  is  referved  for 
them  a  permanent  ^ftabliihment  in  their  own 
.country,' where  they  are  tobe  th6n1oftdiftin- 
-jguifhcd  n^i&n  upon  earlhi.*J^or  fuch  is  the 
heceffary  interpietatioiia^kll  the  ancient  pro« 
•phccies*,  *  ■'    '-  *■•  {-'V-"  "      •  •    ' 
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S  E  C  T  I  O  N    VI. 

Of  the  Writers  within  this  Period. 

I  Shall  now  give  a  Ihort  account  of  the 
chriAian  writers  within  this  period,  nearly 
in  the  order  in  which  they  are  mentioned  by 
Eufebius.  The  firft  of  them  is  Hegejippus^ 
whom  indeed  he  places  in  the  time  of 
Adrian*.  He  was  a  Jew,  and  the  author  of  an 
ccclefiaftical  hiftory,  or  a  continuation  of  the 
book  of  A(5ls,  written  in  a  very  plain  ftile. 
It  is  unfortunately  loft,  and  is  by  fome  thought 
to  have  been  neglected  on  account  of  its  con- 
taining fome  things  that  were  too  favourable 
to  the  unitarian  dodlrine. 

Befides  Hegefippiis  there  were  three  other 
Jewifh  chriftian  writers  in  this  period,  viz* 
Aquila,  Theodotioiu  andSymmachus,  all  of 
whom  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  tranf. 
lations  of  the  Hebrew  fcrlptures  into  Greek. 
an4  I  chafe  to  merltion  them  all' together, 
though  the  laftofthem  more  properly  be- 
longs to  the  next  period,  'Aquila  is  faid  to 
have  flourilhed  A.  D.  130,  Theodotion  in 
*  Eufebf  Hift.  Lib«  iv.  Cap*  8.  pii  ijd. 

180. 
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1 80,  and  Symmachus  200.  Their  verfions 
are  quoted  with  great  refpe(5t  by  all  chriftian 
writers,  efpecially  that  of  Symmachus,  though 
they  art  not  now  exfant,  extep'titliiit  of  Daniel 
by  Theodotion,  which  is  that  which  has  been 
generally  adopted  inftead  of  the  LXX.  which 
has  -been  difcovered  yer^  lately. 
Symmachus  wrote,  a  commentary  on  the 

^gofpel'  of  Matthew,  in  which  he  endeavour- 
fd.  to.qiiprove  tlip  opinion  of,, the  miracu* 

-'lous  conception  of  Jefus*.  .  Aquila  alfo  and 
Theodotion,  as  well  as  the  Jewifti  chriftians 
in  general,  were  j)Vobably  unbelievers  in  that 
part  of  the  common  gofpel  hiftory,  as  Eufe- 
bius  iays  of  them^  that.  **  they  'were.  Jewifh 

'**"pr6Cely;tes,  whom  tKe  Ebionites  following 
V;beiieveChrift'to  fee  the  fonof  Jofephf.** 
In  the  reign  oT  Adrian  was  Agrippa  fur- 

.  narped ..Caftor.,  He  ^wrote  agaipft  Bafilides 
the  GnofticJ'. 

'.  ^  Juftin  Martyr,  befides  his  two  apologies  for 
chriftianity,  mehtioiied  before,  and  his  dia-> 
loguejwith  Tryphp  f  he  Jew,  proving  the  truth 
of  the  Qhriftian  religion  on  the  principles  of 
Judaifn^,  wrote  a.lfo  .a  treatife  of  monarchy, 

*  Eufeb.  HiftiLib.  Vi.  Caf).  17-  p.  278, 
. ..  «^.  Ibid.L%«^  V.  Ci{>.  8.  pj  221. 
%  IbicU  I^ib.  iy.  C^p*  7  ^  p,  148. 
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proving. againft  the  heathens  the  unity  of 
God,  the  fecond  part  of  which  is  ftill  extant. 
He  alfo  wrote  another  treatife  againft  the 
Gentiles,  another  on  herefies,  another  on  the 
foul,  and  a  book  intitled  Pfaltes,  but  they 
h^ve  not  come  down  to  us.*. 

Dionyfius,  bifjiop  of  Corinth,  wrote  epiftlcs 
to,feveraVi3f  the  chriftian  churches,  inculcat- 
ing good  morals,  and  guarding  them  againft 
he^refy,  that  is,  Gnofticifm.  He  particularly 
commends;  the  chriftians  at  Rofpe  for  the 
affiftanc^  they  gave  to  thofe  who  fufFered  for 
their  re^gion.  He  complained  of  fome  of  his 
.?piftles  beipg  cprrupjted "f  v .  ^ 
;  One.o^.the.epiftfes  pfvOionyflus  wjks  a'd^ 
jdreffe^  toPinytus  a'bifhotJ^p.CrefPjajdvifing 
him. not  to^impofe  01:1  tJje  -brethren  the  yoke 
pf  celibacy.  To  this  Penytus  wrote  in  anr 
fwer,  that,  we  muft.  hot  always  be  giving 
milk  as  to  babes,  but  fometinies  meat  to 
ftrong  men  t-  In  this  we.  fee  the  prpgreis  of 
fupcrljkion,  and  thefeqret  influence  of  thofe 
principles \which  Were  .the  foundation  of 
Gnoftipifpi,:and;<?f  th^  do<3:rine  of  the  En^ 
cratjtes.  Neither  the  epiftle  of  PinytUs,  nor 
any  of  thofe  of  Dionyfius  are  extant, 

*Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  iv.  Cap.  18.  p.  179, 
f  Ibid.  Lib..iv.  Cap.  23.  p.  18^5. 
f  Ibid.  Lib.  iv.  Cap.  23.  p.  186. 
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Of  Thcophilusbifliopof  Antioch,  the  fc- 
venth  from  the  apoftles,  thc^re  are  now  ex- 
tant three  books  addrefled  to  Autolycus, 
againfl:  the  heathen  rehgion.  He  alfo  wrote 
againflthe  hcrcfy  of  Hermogenes,  a  Gnoffic, 
and  alfo  againft  Marcion  *•  He  is  the  firft 
'writer  who  ufes  the  word  Trinity. 

Philip,  bifliop  of  Gortyne  in  Crete,  and 
alfo  Modeftus ,  wrote  againfl  Marcion  +. 

Melito,  bifliop- of  Sardis,  was  a  pretty  vo- 
luminous writer;  but  nothing  of  his  is  come 
down  to  us,  except  a  few  fragments  prefervcd 
by  Eufebius.  He  W'rote  a  treatife  on  Eafter, 
of  the  rule  of  life,  of  the  lives  of  the  pro- 
phet*, of  the  church,  of  the  Lord's  day,  of 
the  natural  formafioti  of  man,  of  the  fubjec- 
tion  of  the  fenfes  to  faith,  of  the  foul,  body, 
ihd  mind,  of  baptifm,  of  truth,  of  the  crea- 
tion and  generation  of  Ghrift,  6f  prophecy, 
of  hofpitality,  a  book  intitled  the  key,  of  the 
devil,  of  the  revelafidn  of  John,  of  the  cor- 
porality  of  God,  which  he  is  faid  to  have 
maintained  i  and  an  apology  for  chriftianity, 
addrefled  to  the  emperor  Marcus  Antoninus, 
of  which  an  extra<5l  has  been  given.  In  one 
of  his  works,  Melito  gave  a  catalogue  of  all 

•  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  iv.  Cap.  24.  p.  iSy, 
t  Ibid.  Lib.  iv*  Cap.  25*  p.  i88, 
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the  canonical  books  of  the  Old  Teftamcnt, 
which  is  preferved  by  Eufebius.  It  contains 
none  of  thofe  that  we  call  apocryphal*. 

Apollinaris,  biQiop  of  Hiexapolis,  wrote  an 
apology  for  chriftianity  addreffed  to  Marcus 
Antoninus,  atreatife  agaihft  the  Gentiles,  on 
truth,  againft  the  Jews,  andagainil  the  Moa«> 
tanifts-f-. 

Tatian  was  a  great  admlrej  oT  Juftin  Mar- 
tyr, but  after  his  death  he  adopted  fome  opi- 
nions  of  the  Gnoftics,  which  favoured  of  too 
great  aufterity ,  enjoining  abftinence  (torn  ani- 
mal food,  and  alfo  from  marriage.  His  foU 
lowers,  called  Encratites,  are  alfo  faid  to  have 
had  an  averfion  to  the  apoftle  Paul  and  his: 
writings.  Tatian  wrote  a  harmony  of  the 
gofpels,  and  many  other  works,  the  titles  of 
which  are  now  foft.  All  that  we  haye  of  his 
works  in  his  treatife  againft  the  Gentiles,  and 
this  was  the  moft  admired  of  all  hi$  writings:^.. 

Mufanus,  of  whom  we  khoW  nothing  be* 
fides  the  name,  wrote  againft  ffhcEncratitfisi^ 
but  the  w6rk  is  not  now  extant. 


*  Eufd).  Hilt  Lib.  iv.C^.  a6,  ?•  ^9^* 
f  Ibi4.  Lib?  iv.Cap».27.,p.  i^^. 
%  Ibid.  Lib.  iv.Cap.  29.  p.  igjw 
§  Ibid.  Lib.  iv.  Cap.  2B.p.  192. 
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Bardefanesi  who  wrote  in  the  Syraic  Ian-«. 
guage,  was  the  author  of  feveral  works,  all  of 
which  are  now  loft.  One  againft  Marcion, 
another  concerning  fate,  and  a  treatife  relat- 
ing to  perfecut  ion.  He  had  been  at  firft:  a 
follower  of  Valentinus,  and  according  to 
Eufebius  always  retained  fomething  of  his 
fentiments  *. 

Irenaeus,  bilhop  of  Lions,  was  a  difciple  of 
Polycarp,  when  he  was  very  old,  and  alfo  of 
Papias*  We  have  in  a  Latin  tranflation,  a 
large  treatife  of  his  againft  herefy,  with  many 
fragments  of  the  original  Greek.  It  relates 
almoft  wholly  to  the  Gnoftics,  though  he 
occafionally  and  very  feverely  animadverts  on 
the  Ebionites,  or  Jewifti  chriftians,  for  not 
admittingany  divinity  in  Chrift.  He  alfo  wrote 
feveral  epiftles,  one  to  Blaftus  concerning 
fchifm,  another  to]  Florinus  concerning  mo- 
narchy, to  prove  that  God  is  not  the  author 
of  evil,  and  another  to  the  fame  concerning 
theOgdoad  of  Valentinus +. 

Athenagoras^  an  Athenian  and  a  philofo- 
p\ier,  is  the  author  of  an  Apology  for  the 
Chriftians,  addrcffedto  Marcus  Aurelius  artd 
Gommodus,  and  alfo  of  a  Treatife  on  the  Re- 

•  Eufcb.  Hift.  Lib.  iv#  Cap.  30.  p.  195. 
i  Ibid.  Lib*  V.  Cap.  20.  p.  237. 

furredtion. 
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furreiStion,  both  now  extant,  though  he  is  not 
mentioned  by  Eufebius  or  Jerom. 

Rhodon  a  native  of  Afia,  but, educated  at 
Ronje  under  Tatian,  wrote  againft  the  difci- 
ples  of  Marcion,  who  were  then  divided  into 
feveral  fe<5ls.  He  alfo  wrote  a  treatife  on  the 
work  of  the  fix  days*.  Jerom  fays,  he  alfo 
wrote  againft  the  Montanifts,  but  in  this  he  is 
thought  to  be  miftaken..  ^Nothing  is  extant 
of  his  befides  fome  extracts  preferved  in  Eu- 
febius. 

To  this  lift  of  writers  I  muft  add  thq  un- 
known author  of  the  prefent  Sibylline  verfes^ 
which  were  probably  cqmpofed  at  different 
times,  and  the laft  additipns  to  them  alluc^e  to 
the  emperor  Marcus  Aurelius.  They  arc 
firft  quoted  by  Juftin  Martyr,  and  what  is  not 
a  little  extraordinary,  they  were  received  by 
him,  and  the  chriftian  writers  in  general,  as 
the  genuine  prophetic  verfts,  or  oracles,  of 
thofe  women  who. went  by  the  name  of  Sibyts; 
whereas  nothing  can; be  more  evident  than 
tha5^  they  are  the  work  of  fome  chriftian,:  who, 
from  fome  very  wrong  motive,  endeavoured 
to  avail  himfelf  of  the^  credit  they  had  ob- 
tained for  the  fervice  of  chriftianity,  .which 
Hands  ifi  up  need.of  fuch  fupports. ;  . 

*  Eufebyif  ift*liib.  vii.  Cap.  13,  p.  ^^25. 

//,  ffeRIOb' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


a88       THE  HISTORY  OF  THE      Per.][V. 


PERIOD     IV. 

FKOM    THE   REIGN    OF   COMMODUS,   A.  D. 
180,  TO  THAT  OF  DECIUS,  A.D.  249, 


SECTION     I. 

Tie  general  Hiftory  of  this  Period. 

COMMODUS,  who  had  neither  the  under- 
ftanding,  nor  the  bigotry,  of  his  father, 
did  not  intereft  himfelf  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Chriftians,  any  more  than  in  thofe  of  the 
empire  in  general,  but  abandoned  hirafelf  to 
the  moft  brutal  pleafures.  In  confequence  of 
this  the  chriftian  church  in  general  had  peace, 
and  increafed  greatly,  and  many  perfons  of 
rank  and  fortune  joined  the  chriftians.  We 
have,  however,  one  example  of  a  martyrdom 
in.  this  reign  at  Rome,  and  there  may  have 
been  many  others,  of  which  we  have  no 
account,  in  otlier  parts  of  the  empire. 

ApoUonius,  a  Roman  fenator,  a  man  of  let- 
ters, and  attached  to  the  ftudy  of  philofophy, 

was 
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was  accufeci  by  his  own  flave,  a  man^f  bad 
charadler,  of  being  a  chriftian;  and  being 
brought  before  Perennis,  the  prcfeftof  the 
PrsBtorian  guards,  he  was  by  him  referred  to 
the  ffenate,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  But 
though  he  there  made  an  excellent  oration  in 
defence  of  his  faith,  he  was  condemned  to 
die;  the  law  which  ordained  that  a  perfon 
confeffing  himfelf  to  be  a  chriftian  fbould  be 
put  to  death  ftill  remaining  in  force.  The 
accufer,  however,  was  fentenced  to  have  his 
legs  broken,  having  been  guiky,  as  £uf(ibiuaf 
*fays,  of  a  capital  crime  *. 

Commodus  reigned  thirteen  years,  and  af« 
tef  him  Severus  eighteen.  In  the  firft  years 
of  his  reign  thechriftians  continued  to  be  un- 
molefted^  owing,  it  is  faid,  to  the  influence  of 
a  favourite  flave.  But  afterwards,  for  what 
particular  reafon  does' not  appear,  he  allowed 
the  perfecution  of  the  chriftians  toproceed  ac- 
cording to  the  finding  laws.  Byfome  this  is 
accounted  for  in  the  following  mariner.    Al- 

•  Hift,.  Lib.  V.  Cap.  ai.  p.  239.  What  thi»  capitM 
offence  was  does  not  diftinaly  appear.  Some  Interr 
preters  fay  that  by  a  law  erf  M.  Antoninns,  it  was  a 
wpital  crime  to  accufe  a  perfon  of  being  a  duiftian* 
thoi^gh  at  the  fame  time  it  was  death  foranyperfou 
▼olDmtanly  to  declare  himfelf  one.  But  this  jsio  in- 
conliftent,  that  it  i»  in.  the  higheft  degoe  &apiobabIe. 

Vol.  I.  U  binus, 

/■ 
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binus,  the  competitor  of  Severus  in  the  tm 
pire,  being  defeated  by  himnear  Lyons,  ihat 
qity  was  miferably  facked,  and  on  this  occa* 
lion  the  chriftians  fufFered  extremely,  after 
they  had  enjoyed  a  ftate  of  repofe  of  thirty 
years,  from  the  dreadful  pierfecutioti  men- 
tioned above.  In  this  interval  Irenaeus  had 
been  made  biftiop,  and  by  his  aifiduity,  the 
^xempjary  lives  of  the  chriftians,  and.efpeci- 
allyj  thejr  fortitude  in  bearing  the  perfecution, 
it  is  faid  th^t.  almoft  all  the  citizens,  were  be- 
^;ome<jbriftians.  If  this  was  the  cafe,  j»ndif 
they  had  taken  the  part  of  Albinus,  it  will 
not; be  thought  extraordinary  that  Severus 
](hp\ild  h4ye  been  exafperated  againft  the  chrif- 
tians in  ^neral.  This  happened  in  the  fixth 
year  ofhi^jeignt  .    ^ 

^  Whenn  afft^r  thi&,  Sey^rus  fpt  out  oh  his  ex- 
jedifipp  4gaif^l^P€irfia,;heJeft  Flautian  pre- 
fect of  the  ^ity.  This  wasaman  whohadbeen 
raifeji  frpxfj^^,  low  beginning,  and  who  made 
ErbacI  ufe.Qf  bis  power,  cfg^cially  againft  Ae 
chriftians.  But  the  perfecution  was^  general, 
Imd  violeht,  from  the  tenth  year  of  Severus  ta 
^is  death.'  According , to. Spartian,  Severus 
made  laws  to  prevent  theiiicreafe  of  the  Jews 
br  chriftiaii^;'  ihd  if  he  di4  liothing  moi:e  than 
Ihis^  kt:waiila  bfe  evident  that  he  bore  them  no 
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good  will;  and  this  would  fufficiently  encou* 
rage  thofe  who  were  difpofed  to  execute. any 
of  the  flanding  laws  againfl  them. 

Many  chriftians  fuffered  for  their  religion 
in  Africa  in  this  reign.  Rutilius,  who  had  fled 
from  place  to  place,  and  who  had  given  mo- 
ney to  fomefoldiers  to  connive  at  his  efcape, 
was  at  length  apprehended,  and  though  griev- 
oufly  tormented,  and  then  burned  alive,  he 
bore  the  whole  with  great  refolution*.  Ma-- 
vilus  was'  alfo  condemned  by  the  proconful 
Scapula  to  be  thrown  to  the  wild  heafts-f . 

This'perfecution  was  particulsurly  fevere  in* 
Alexandria,  and  Egypt  in  general,  where  the- 
martyrs  bore  torture  and  death  with  as  much 
heroifm  as  upon  former  occafions.  At  thisf- 
time  Leonidas,  the  father  of  the  famous  Ori- 
gen  was  beheaded  J . 

Origen,  who  was  then  very  young,  diftin- 
guiflied  himfelf  greatly  by  his  zeal  for  chrif- 
tianity,  as  well  as  his  learning^^  He  particu- 
larly exhorted  all  thofe  to  whom  he  had  ac- 
cefs  to  bear  their  fufferings  with  fortitude; 
and  feveral  of  thofe  to  whom  he  was  precep-, 
tor  behaved  with thegredteft  refolution, Some 

*  TertuUian  De  fuga.  Cap.  v.  p.  538. 

t  Ad  Scapulam.  Cap,  3.  p,  70. 

t  Eufeb,  Hift.  Lib.  vi.  Cap. .  u  p,  257. 
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of  tbcm  arc  particularly  mentioned  by  Eufcr 
bius.  Tbe  firft  of  tbeih  was  called  Plutarch, 
and  as  Origcn  attended  him  to  the  laft>he  was 
in  great  danger  of  fuffering  himfelf.  The  fe- 
cond  was  Serenus,  who  was  burned,  the  third 
Heraclides,  and  the  fo^th  Heron;  both  be- 
headed. The  fifth,  after  bearing  much  tor- 
ture, was  beheaded  alfo.  The  fixth  was  a 
woman,  Herois^  who  was  burned-  The 
feven th ,  Bafilides ,  was  beheaded . 

There  is^fomething  remarkable  in  the  hiftorjr 
of  thisBaiilides,  asconnefted  with  that  of  an- 
other celebrated  martyr,  Potamiaena.  She  was 
a  woman  diftinguifhed  for  her  beauty  and  chaf- 
tity,  and  who,  after  being  much  tortured,  was 
burned,  together  with  her  mother  Marcella; 
boiling  pitch  being  poured  over  them  from 
head  to  foot,  which  they  bore  with  the  gr^tcft 
conftancy.  Potamiasn^  had  been  tbrentencd 
with  proftitution,  but :  had  been  proteded 
from  the  infults  of  the  tnobby  Bafilides,  who 
was  the  foldier  to  whofe  cuftody  Ihe  had  been 
committed.  She,  feeing  his  humanity,  faid 
(he  'would  reward  him  after  her  death,  by 
praying  for  his  falvation.  Being  afterwards 
committed  to  cuftody  for  not  taking  the  mi- 
litary oath,  becaufe  it  was  an  aft  of  idolatry, 
and  being  afked  how  he  came  to  be  converted, 

he 
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he  faid  that  Potafniaena  had  appeared  to  hinni 
in  a  dream,  and  told  him  Ihe  had  obtained 
her  requeft,  and  that  he  would  {<k^  be  taken 
to  heaven*.  It  is  very  pafliWe,  fuch  was  the 
fupciititioa  of  this  age,  th^t  this  woman 
might  make  fuch  a  pfomife,  it  being  no  un- 
common thing  (p  to  do;  and  this  might  have 
fo  imprdTed  the  inind  #f  this  man,  as  to  pro- 
duce his  dream,  without  there  being  any  thing 
miraculous  in  the  c^fe* 

Severus  rctumii^gf  in  triyinph  to  Romcgavc 
the  foWicrs  who  attended  him,  crowns  to 
wear  upon  their  heads  on  that  occafioc;  but 
this  being  declined  by  one  of  them,  who  was 
a  chriftian,  and  who  chofe  to  carry  it  in  his 
hand,  he  was  difmifTed  from  the  fervice,  and 
camraitted  to  prifon  for  punifliment.  This 
conduA  offended  many  of  the  chriilians,  who 
thought  that  the  foldicr  had  provoked  the 
emperor  unnec^ffarily;  but  Tertullian  wrote 
a  treatife  to  defend  his  conduct,  and  of  this 
fome  account  will  be  given  hereafter. 

Caracalla,  the  fdn  of  Severus,  who  reined 
fix  years,  from  A.  D.  an,  to  A.  D.  217,  was 
a  moxifter  of  wickednefs  and  cruelty,  but  he 
fpamed  the  chriftiaipks ;  as  alfo  did  Heliogaha* 
lus>H  mftn  ofa  fimilar  chaia&en  However^ 
^Sttfeb.  tiliL  lib.  vi.  Cap.  5«  p*  t62. 

U  3  the 
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the  laws  againift  chriftians  being  unrepealed, 
fomc  governors  of  provinces  took  advantage 
of  this  circumftance  to  harrafs*  theth;  and 
fome  think  that  it  was .  under  this  emperor 
that  Scapula,  to  whom  TertuUian  addreffed 
an  apology,  exercifed  his  feverities  in  Africa. 
Heliogabaius  being  a  Syrian  j  and  determined 
to  give  the  god  of  hi»  country  (to  whom  he 
hadbeenaprieft)and  the  rites  of  his  religion, 
a  preference  to  all  others,  was  the  occafion  of 
many  perfofts  giving  their  attention  to  the 
fubjed;  in  confequence  of  which  they  were 
led  .to  fee  the  folly  of  all  kiiids  of  idolatry, 
and  came  to  embrace  chriftianity. 

The  reign  of  Alexander  Severus,  from  A.  D.' 
222^  to  A.  D.  235,  was  peculiarly  favourable 
to  the  chriftians,  in  confequence  of  his  nio- 
ther  Mammaea,  an  excellent  woman,  openly 
protedting  them,  though  it  does  not  appear 
that  Ihe  was  a  dhriftian.  Hearing  of  the 
fame  of  Ori gen,  fhe  fent  for  him  when  (he 
f  was  at  Antioch,  and  retained  him  with  her 
fonjB  time  *.  But  notwithftanding  the  good 
difpofition  of-the  ennperor,  feveral  of  the  go- 
vernors, of  provinces  continued*  to  harrafs  the 
chriftiansr  Everi  Ulpian,  the  famous  law- 
ycr^is  faid  to  have  promoted  the  pecfecutipn. 

-  ^  Eufeb,  Hift-  Lib.  vf.  C-  21 .  p.  286. 
-:::  But 
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But  it  is  not  at  all  extraordinary  that,  befng  4 
Pagan,  he,  as  a  lawyer,  fhould  encourage  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  and'be  defirous  of  fup-^/ 
porting  the  eftablilhed  religidn. 

That  this  emjieror '  himfelf  had  a  refp^d 
for  Chrift,  is  evident  from  his  joining  himi 
as  well  as  Abraham,  to  Orpheusi  and  the 
cnipefdrS  who  had  been  deified,  and  pefform-s 
ing  to  them  certain  at^s  of  religion  in  his  pri*^ 
Vate  chapel*.  .      ^ 

. '  Maximin,  a  man  of  favage  manners,  hav-^ 
ing  filcceeded  .to  the  empire  on  the  death  of 
of  Alpxfinder,  Was  ah  enemy  of  the  chriftians  ^ 
on  account,  it  may  be  thought,  df  his  predel 
ceffor  having  favoured  them;  but  he  onlyot^ 
der6d  that  their  mlnifter^  fhould  be  put 'to 
death.  Nor  did  the  perfecution  extchd  to  all 
the  provinces  of  the  .empire;:  -  It  felt  with  the 
glreiteft  feverity  on  Poiitus  and  Gappadocia; 
owing  to  the^  particular  bigotry  of  the  prefi-^ 
dents /of  thofe  provinces;  but  rriany  of;  the 
chriftians  withdreyir  from  them,  and  »wBrefdfei 

From  the  valuable  letter  of  Fiririilian  •  to 
Cyprian  it  appears  that  the  perfecutions  in 
thefe  provinces  of  Afia  Minor,  arofefrpni 
the  popular  opinion  that  the  dreadful  earth- 
quak<is,^  with  which  they  were  then  afflidted^ 

*  Lampridii.  Vita.  Sec.  29.  p*  540. 
.:;;;V  U4  and 
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aiid  in  tvhich  whole  cttks  were  fwallowed  up» 
were  owing  to  the  chriflians;  and  that  it  was 
greatly  promoted  by  the  violence  of  the  pre- 
fe<5l  Seranianus*. 

Origen  is  thought  to  have  been  particularly 
aimed  at  by  Maximin,  but  he  efcaped  by  con-> 
cealing  himfelf.  At  this  time,  however,  he 
wrote  his  treat ife  on  martyrdom,  and  addreifed 
it  to  Acnbrofius,  one  of  his  pupils,  and  alio 
to  Protodetus,  a  prelbyter  of  the  church  of 
Csefarea,  becaufe  both  of  them  had  run  great 
rifques  in  this  perfecution,  and  had  derived 
great  honour  from  their  behaviour  iti  it. 
Maximin  did  not  reign  more  than  three 
years-f-. 

We  read  of  no  perfecution  of  the  chriftians 
during  the  reign  of  Gordian,  from  A.  D,  236^ 
to  A.  D.  244,  or  in  that  of  Philip,  from  A.  D. 
244  to  A.  D.  249,  with  which  I  (hall  clofe 
this  period  of  my  hiftory .  The  latter  of  thcfe 
emperors  is  fuppofed  by  Eufebius^f  but 
without  fuffident  ground,  to  have  been  it 
chriftian§. 

•  Cyprian!,  Opera .  p.  222. 

f  Euleb.  Hift.  Lib,  vi.  Cap.  28.  p.  293. 

%  £ufeb«  Hift.  Lib.  vi.  Cap.  34*  p.  298. 

§  For  this  I  xc£er  to  {jardoers  Teftm€Miies»  Vol.  m^ 
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Thus  we  have  feen  that,  in  this  long  pe* 
riod,  there  was  no  fevere  or  general  perfecu- 
tion  of  the  chriftians  of  many  years  continu- 
ance, though  it  is  probable  that,  during  the 
whole  of  it,  they.fufFered  confiderably  in  fame 
particular  provinces,  owing  to  the  bigotry  of 
the  presidents,  or  the  violence  of  the  mob. 
However,  both  the  times  of  peace  and  of  pei'- 
fecution  were,  in  different  ways,  favourable 
to  the  growth  of  chriftianity.  Pcrfecution, 
beiides  encreafing  the  zeal  of  the  chriftians^ 
prefcrving  the  purity  of  their  morals,  and 
checking  the  violence  with  which  their  dif« 
ferences  zmong  themfelves  would/  no  doubt^ 
have  othcrwife  been  carried  on,  excited  in  un* 
believers  a  deiire  to  know  the  grounds  of  that 
faith  which  produced  fuch  wonderful  efftiSs; 
and  as  Tertullian  obferves,  the  ufual  effed  of 
inquiry  was  conviftion..  On  the  other  hand, 
when  times  of  peace  and  fecurity  returned,  the 
chriftians,  with  a  fervour  of  zeal  acquired  in 
perfecution,  were  moft  affiduous  in  fpreading 
their  faith«  They  had  felt  the  value  and  th^ 
power  of  it  themfelves ;  and  their  benevo-i- 
knce,  joined  with  a  natural  defire  to  ftrength^ 
en  their  party,  made  them  defirous  of  extend-^, 
ing  the  bleftings  of  it  to  others. 

SEC^ 
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SECtlON    IL 

Of  the  Sufferings  of  Perpetua  and  Felicitas^ 
with  thofe  of  their  companions. 

THE  martyrdom  of  Perpetua  and  Felici- 
tas»  'with  that  of  their  companions,  in 
the  reign  of  Severus,  is  fo  peculiarly  intereft- 
ing,  that  I  have  referved  the  account  of  it  for 
a  fcparate  fedtion.  The  writer  of  this  piece 
is  unknown,  but  it  bears  unqueftionable  marks 
of  antiquity,  and  appears  to  have  been  taken 
in  part  from  the  notes  of  Perpetua  hcrfdf. 
It  will  farther  ferve  to  give  us  a  clear  idea  of 
the  manner  in  which  thefe  ancient  perfecu* 
tions  were  generally  condu<fled.  The  cafe  of 
Perpetua  is  juft  mentioned  by  Auftin*,  The 
fcene  of  the  tranfadiion  was  fome  place  in 
Africa,  probably  Carthage.  . 

On  this  occafion  there  were  apprehended 
three  young  men  of  the  clafs  of  catechumens^ 
viz,  Saturninus,  Secundulus,  and  JRjevocatus, 
with  Felicitas  his  fellow  ilaye,  and  together 
with  them  Ubia  Perpetua,  a  widow  of  about 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  of  a  good  family, 

•  De  Anima,  Cap.  55.  Opera,  VoL  vii.  p.  304, 
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artd  well  educated,  who  had  a  father  and  mo- 
ther living,  two  brothers  (one  of  them  a  ca- 
techumen) and  an  infant  at  the  breaft. 

As  foon  as  Per  pet  ua  was  infornied  againft, 
her  father  .(who  alone  of  all  the  family  conti- 
nued a  heathen)  ufed  every  method  of  per- 
fuafion,  and  even  force,  to  induce  her  to  de- 
iift  from  her  purpofe  of  fuffering  martyrdom, 
fo  that,  {he  faid,  (he  was  glad  when  he  left 
*  her;  and  in  this  interval  (he  and  the  reft  were 
baptized.  Some  days  after  this  they  were  aU 
thrown  into  prifon,  and  the  treatment  ftie  met 
with  there  affedled  her  at  firft  ve/y  much ;  as 
the  darknefs  of  the  place,  the  great  heat  occa- 
fioned  by  the  number  of  prifoners,  the  rude- 
nefs  of  the  foldiers,and  efpccially  her  an;^;iet jr 
about  her  child.  Two  deacons,  however, 
Tertius  and  Pomponius,  who  miniftered  to 
their  wants,  procured,  by  money,  theremoval 
ofallof  them  intp  a  more  airy  part  of  the 
prifon,  where  Perpetuagave  fucl^to  her  childj 
which  was  ready  to  die  for,  want  of  it. 

In  this  fituation  Perpetua  cpmforte4  her 
mother,  and  encouraged  her  brother ,r:jWtruft- 
ing  to  him  the  care  of  h? r  fon,»  and  was  as 
happy,  (he  faid,  as  if  (lie.  had  been  in  a 
palace.  Here  (he  had  a  rieniarkable  dream, 
ffoni  which  (he  concluded  tha^  (he  (hpuld 
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eertainly  fuflfer,  but  by  which  (he  was,  nor- 
Withftanding,  greatly  encouraged  in  her  rcfo- 
lution. 

A  few  days  after  this  there  was  a  report 
that  thefe  chriftian  prifoners  would  foon  be 
called  before  the  governor,  and  then  her  fa- 
ther, in  great  grief,  came  to  her,  intreating 
her  to  have  compaffion  on  his  grey  hairs,  and 
on  her  mother,  brothers,  and  child,  which, 
he  faid,  could  not  furvivc  her.    This  he  did, ' 
kiffing  her  hands,  and  throwing  himfelf  at  her 
feet,  which  (hewing  more  affeftion  than  he 
had  difcovered  before,  gave  her  great  concern. 
Befides,  he  was  the  only  relation  (he  had  who 
wpuld  not,  in  reality,  think  themfelves  ho^ 
noured  by  her  condw!% ;  but  (he  only  anfweredy 
that  (he  was  at  the  difpofal  of  God,  and  not 
at  her  own. 

The  next  day,  while  they  were  at  dinner, 
they  were  fuddenly  called  to  an  audience  in 
the  public  forum,  where  a  prodigious  croud 
was  aflfembled.  There  all  the  company  con- 
feffed  that  they  were  chriftians ;  but  before 
Perpetiia  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  it  in 
the  cuftomary  form,  her  father  prefented  him- 
felf,  holding  her  child  in  his  arms,  and  beg- 
ging that  (he  would  have  compa(fion  upoa 
him.  Alfo  Hilarianus  the  procurator  (wfid 
4  then 
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then  a£ted  in  the  place  of  the  deceafed  pro- 
con  ful)  joined  him  in  his  entreaties,  and  dc- 
fired  hex  to  think  of  her  aged  father,  and  her 
Qwn  child,  and  to  fa<;rifice  for  the  fafety  of 
the  emperor.  But  fhe  only  anfwered  that  flic 
was  a  chriflian,  and  could  not  do  it. 

After  this  the  father  was  ordered  to  defift, 
and  as  he  retired  unwillingly,  oneof  theliiftors 
,  ftruck  him  with  a  rod,  which  afied:ed  her,  ftie 
faid,  as  if  (he  had  been  ftruck  herfclf.  Then^ 
having  all  pnadc  their  confeflion,  they  wercr 
fentehccd  to  be  thrown  to  the  wild  beafts,  not* 
withftanding  which,  they  returned  with  great 
joy  to  the  prifon.  Thence  flie  fent  Pompo^ 
nius  the  deacon  to  rcqueft  that  her  child  might 
be  fent  to  her  as  ufual,  to  be  fuckled ;  but  this 
favour  was  then  xcfufed.  However,  (he  bore 
the  cruel  difappointmcnt  better  than  ihe  could 
have  expcdled. 

After  a  few  days,  Pudens  the  jailer  being. 
difpofcd  to  favour  them,  allowed  their  friendst 
to  come  to  fee  them ;  and  when  the  time  of 
exhibition  drew  near,  Pcrpetua's  father  came 
again  ;  when  he  threw  himfelf  upon  the 
ground,  tore  his  beard,  and  did  and  faid  every 
thing  that  could  have  a^tendency  to  move  her; 
but  all  had  no  other  effedi  than  to  fill  her  witi> 
pity  for  him*  "'  '^- 
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Our  author  now  proceeds  to  give  an  account 
of  fome  of  the  other  prifoners ;  and  the  cafe  of 
Felicitas  is  almoft  as  intercfting  as  that  of  Per- 
petiia.  Being  eight  months  gone  with  child, 
fhe  was  much  concerned  left  her  execution 
fhould  be  put  off  till  another  time,  and  that 
then  (he  Ihould  die  in  the  company  of 
ordinary  malefaftors.  The  idea  of  going 
without  her  affeded  alfo  her  fellow-prifoners. 
But  three  days  before  the  exhibition  fhe  was 
delivered ;  and  being  in  great  pain,  thofc  who 
attended  her  afked  her  how  fhe  fhould  be  able 
to  bear  what  fhe  would  fuffer  when  fhe  was 
cxpofed  to  the  wild  beails,  when  fhe  was  fo 
much  aflfedled  with  the  pains  of  child-birth, 
She  rdplied^that,  in  this  cafe,  fhe  was  left  to 
hcrfelf,  but  that  in  her  other  fufferings  fhe . 
fhould  have  another  to  fupport  her,  even  him 
for  whom  fhe  fuffered.  Being  delivered  of 
a  daughter,  a  lifter  of  her*s  undertook  to  bring 
it  up/  Secundulus  died  in  prifon;  biit  they 
had  been  joined  by  another  of  their  friends 
called  Saturus,  who  after  they  were  appre-  • 
hended,  had  voluntarily  furrendered  himfelf^ 
*  The  day  before  the  exhibition  they  all  join- 
ed in  a  love  feaft,  with  their  chriftian  friends 
who  were  permitted  tovifit  them,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  many  ftrangers,  whom  curiofity  had 
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brought  to  the  place.  To  thefethc  prifoners 
expreffed  great  joy  in  the  idea  of  their  ap- 
proaching fufferings,  and  endeavoured  to  en-? 
gage  their  attention.  Saturus  particularly 
bade  them  obferve  their  countenances,  that 
they  might  know  them  all  again  the  next  day. 
From  this  extraordinary  fpe^tacle  thefe  ftrang- 
ers  retired  with  marks  of  aftonifhment,  and 
many  of  them  afterwards  became  converts. 

When  the  day  of  exhibition  was  come,  they 
all  went  from  the  prifon  with  eredl  and  cheer-. 
ful  countenances,  trembling,  our  author  fays/ 
with  joy  rather  than  with  fear.    Perpetua  efw 
peciaUy  walked  in  fuch  a  manner  as  ftruclc 
the  fpedtators  with  particular  refpe£k;  and 
Fdicitas.  rejoiced  that,  being  delivered  of  hei* 
child,  Ihe  could  accompany  her  friends  to  this 
glorious  combat.    When  they  were  arrived 
at  the  gatp  of  the  amphitheatre,  the  ofEcets^ 
according  to  cuftom,  began  to  clothe  the  men 
in  the  drelles  of  the  priefts  of  Saturn,  and  the 
women  in.  tjiofe  of  the  pricfteffes:  of  Geres. 
But  when  th6y  remonftjrated  againft  the  in- 
juftice  of  being  compelled  by  force  todo  that, 
forrefufing  which  they  .were  willing  to  die^ 
the  tribune  gave  them  leave  tb  fufferin^  their 
pwn  habits.     :. 
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Thcythcn  entered  the  amphitheatre;  whert 
Pcrpctua  advanced  finging  hymns,  and  Re- 
vocatns,  Saturniiius,  and  Satunis,  fokmn)^ 
warned  the  people  as  they  went  along* 
When  they  came  in  view  of  Hilarianus  the 
propraetor,  they  faid»  **  You  judge  us,  but 
••God  will  judge  you.*'  This  fo  provoked 
IJQC  populace^  that,  at  their  requeft,  all  the 
three  were  fcotii^eid.  But  in  this  they  rc- 
5oiced,  as  having  the  honour  to  fliare  in  one 
part  of  the  fufFcrings  of  their  Saviour. 

When  the  beads  wiere  let  loofe,  Saturninus, 
according  to  a  wifh  which  he  had  previoufly 
expreifed,  died  by  the  attack  of  fe^ral  of 
them  ruihing  upon  him  at  the  fame  time; 
and  Revocatus  was  killed  by  a  leopard  ailid  a 
bear«  Satucus  was  firft  expofed  to  a  wild 
boar;  but  while  the  officer  Who  attended  was 
gored  by  him,  fo  that  he  died  the  next  day,  he 
was  only  dragged  about,  and  not  materially 
hurt.  Alfo  a  bear  (which  was  an  animal  that 
he  particularly  dreaded)  to  which  he  was  next 
expofed,  would  not  go  out  of  his  den  to  med- 
dle with  him/  But  at  the  end  of  the  exhi* 
bition  he  was  thrown  in  the  way  of  a  leopard; 
and  fo  much  blood  guihed  out  at  one  of  his 
bites,  that  the  fpedtators  ridiculed  him,  2ts 
being  baptized  with  blood.     However,   not 
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being  quite  killed,  he  had  the  prefcnce  of 
mind,  when  the  animal  was  withdrawn,  to 
fpeak  to  Pudens  the  gaoler,  defiring  him  to 
be  mindful  of  his  faith,  and  not  to  be  dif- 
heartened,  but  encouraged,  by  his  fufFerings. 
He  even  took  a  ring  from  his  finger,  and  dip- 
ping it  in  one  of  his  wounds,  gave  it  him  as  a 
pledge. 

Perpetua  and  Felicitas  were  firft  inclofed  in 
nets,  and  then  expofed  to  a  wild  cow.  But 
this  fight  ftruck  the  fpedtators  with  horror, 
as  the  former  was  a  delicate  woman,  and  the 
breafts  of  the  latter  were  ftreaming  with  milk 
after  her  delivery.  They  were  therefore  re- 
called, and  expofed  in  a  common  loofe  drefs. 
Perpetua  was  firft  toffed  by  the  beaft,  and 
being  thrown  down,  fhe  had  the  attention  to 
compofe  her  drefs  as  Ihe  lay  on  the  ground. 
Then  rifing,  and  feeing  Felicitas  much  more 
torn' than  herfelf,  fhe.  gave  her  her  hand,  and 
aflifted  her  to  rife ;  and  for  fome  time  they  both 
ftood  together,  near  the  gate  of  the  amphi- 
theatre. Thither  Perpetua  fent  for  her  bro- 
ther, who  was  a  catechumen,  and  exhorted 
him  to  continue  firm  in  the  faith,  to  love  his 
fellow-chriftians,  and  not  to  be  difcouraged 
by  her  fufFerings. 

Being  all  in  a  mangled  condition,  they  were 
taken  to  the  ufual  place  of  execution,  to  be 
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difpatched  with  a  fword ;  but  the  populace 
requeuing  that  they  ihould  be  removed  to 
another  place,  where  the  execution  might 
be  feen  to  tnoK  advantage,  they  got  up  of 
their  own  accord  to  go  thither.  Then»  hav-* 
ing  kiffed  one  another,  they  quietly  refigned 
themfelves  to  their  fate,  fci  walking,  Satu-* 
rus  had  fupportcd  Perpetua,  and  he  expired 
the  firft.  She  was  obferved  to  dired  a  young 
and  ignorant  foldier,  who  was  appointed  to 
be  her  executioner,  in  what  manner  he  fhouid 
perform  his  office* 


■PB 


SECTION    III. 

Of  thi  Ctmtrtyuerjy  concerning  Eqfkr. 

COMPARED  with  the  fcenes  which  I 
fhall  be  obliged  to  bring  before  my  reatl- 
ers  in  fome  fubfequent  periods  of  this  hillory, 
the  coutroverfies  among  cbriftians  within. this 
period  were  few,  ^nd  conduced  with  great 
modeiatioia ;,  though,  on  one  occafion^  apd 
that  indeed  a  very  flight  one,  we  have  a  la- 
mentable inftanp?  of  unjiuftifiahle  violence  in 
one  chriftiaa  bifliop . 
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The  only  feftival  that  we  find  any  nientiori 
of  in  the  fcriptiires  (if,  indeed,  that  was  con- 
fidcred  as  a  feftival  in  the  earlieft  times)  was 
the  hordes  day^  obferVed  in  comniemoratiort 
of  our  Saviour's  refurredlion,  and  which  the 
Gentile  chriftians  dbferved  for  the  purpofe  of^ 
their  affemblies  for  public  worfhip,  as  the 
Jews  did  their  fabbath.     It  is  evident,  how- 
ever, that  very  foon  after,  if  not  before,  the 
death  of  the  apoftles,  for  the  fame  reafon 
that  the  chriftians  had  ebferved  a  Weekly 
commf^moratioti  of  the  fdfurreiSkion,  they  fdtf 
into  the  cuftom  of  holdihg  a  greats  ahnutfl 
one.    This  was  Certainly  tiatural ;  and  exct^ 
that  orte  obfervafice  lea(rfs  to  ()thefs,  and  tMs 
without  end  (fo  fhdt  it  Itf  Beft  u^^ri  <he  whold 
to  keep  to  fome  deUni^e  rule ^  as  thd:f  of  th6 
fcriptures)  they  who  ititf-odueed  and  fallowed 
£his  praiSlice  of  6bferVihg  Eafffer  fcatfnot  b6 
blartied* 

Very  foon,  howcvct,  thriftians  iti*  dlff^tfefiif 
places  fell  ihto  a  cuftom  6f  tfbfefvlng  I^a^e^ 
ondiiferent  days,  fome  iri  the  JEaJflf  6ntlRe,  (|a^ 
of  the  Jewifti  p^flbvef ,  br  tht  fotirteentii*-of 
the  rrionth  Nifah,  dh  Whaffevfef  *d^y-' 8f  VIi6 
week  it  might  hapj^en  to  be  j  -a!ii^'tHtfft'i'A^thj4 
Wdl  on'the  Sunday  foHoWihg  ft^;  becatife'  it 
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was  on  a  Sunday  that  Chrift  rofe'from  the 
dead.  It  had  alfo  been  the  cuftom  to  fet  apart 
fome  time  for  the  purpofe  oi  fajling  before 
this  great  fcftival,  in  commemoration  of  the 
fuiierings  and  crucifixion  of  Chrift,  which 
had  preceded  his  refurredlion. 

Unhappily,  it  was,  from  very  early  times, 
thought  highly  expedient,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  the  unity  of  the  vhurch^  that  the  opinions 
and  pradices  of  all  chriftians  fhould  be  the 
fame;  and  therefore  when  this  difference  came 
to  be  noticed,  endeavours  were  ufed  to  pro- 
mote an  uniformity  with  refpedt  to  it.  With 
this  view  Polycarp,  who,  according  to  Ire- 
nseus,  had  been  ufed  to  obferve  the  fourteenth 
day  of  the  month,  together  with  the  apoftle 
John,  whofe  difciple  he  had  be^n,  made  a 
journey  to  Rome,  on  purpofe  to  confer  with 
Anitetus  on  the  fubjedl.  In  this  cpnference 
each  of  thefe  bifhops  niaintained  his  own 
opinion,  and,  notwithftanding  what  was  aU 
leg^d  by  the  other,  determined  to  adhere  to 
his  iotvcitx  pradlice ;  but  they  agreed  that  fuch 
a  diflPerence  as  this  Ihould  not  break  the  com- 
munion between  the  different  parts  of  the 
church  of  Chrift ;  and  to  (hew  his  charity, 
Anipetus  defired  Polyqarp  to  officiate  fof  him 
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at  the  celebration  of  the  Lord*s  fupper,  whieh  . 
he  did,  and  they  parted  with  mutual  good-^ 
will. 

In  this  ftate  things  continued  till  the  reign 
of  Commodus,  when,  fuperftition  encreafing, 
more  ftrefs  was  laid  upon  ritual  obfervances 
than  in  former  times ;  and  a  feafon  of  peace 
giving  the  chriftians  more  leifure  to  atten^Ji 
to  the  differences  among  themfelves,  more 
offence  was  taken  by  chriftian  focieties  at 
pra(5tices  which  differed  from  their  own. 
To  heal  thefe  differences,  fynods,  or  councils, 
were  held  both  in  the  Eafl  and  in  the  Weft. 
Thofe  which  decided  in  favour  of  celebrating 
Eafter  on  Sunday  were  the  following  t  two 
in  Paleftine,  in  one  of  which  Theophilus, 
bifhop  of  Cefarea,  and  in  the  other  jSJarcifTus, 
bifliop  of  Jcrufalem,  preiided;  one  in  Pon- 
^us>  in  which  Palma,  an  old  bifhop,  prefided  ; 
one  of  the  churches  of  Ofdroene,  and  its 
neighbourhood;  one  in  Rome,  where  Vidtor 
prefidedj  and  another  of  the  churches  ijn 
Gaul,  in  which  IrenaBUS  prefided ;  Bacchyllus 
alfo,  bifhop  of  Conoh,,  publiflied  a  letter  in 
favour  of  this  decifipn. 

But  the  bifhops  of  Afia  proper,  in  a  fynod 
which  was  convened  on  this  occafion,  decided 
in  favour  of  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  month ; 

X  3  and 


Digitized -by 


Google 


310        THE  HISTORY  OF  THE      Per.IV, 

and  Polycratcs,  who  had  prefided  in  it,  wrote 
a  letter  in  the  name  of  his  brethren,  to  Vidor, 
bifliop  of  Rome,  in  which  he  gave  him  their 
reafons  for  adhering  to  the  cuftom  of  their 
anceftors,  derived  from  the  apoftle  John  i 
adding  that,  notwithftanding  the  general  de*. 
cifion  in  favour  of  a  different  pradice,  they 
thought  it  their  duty  to  obey  God  rather  than 
man. 

.  Viftor,  who  was  a  man  of  a  violent  temper, 
on  receiving  this  letter,  v\^ould  have  declared, 
by  a  folemn  fentence,  all  the  bifliops  of  Afia 
cut  off  from  the  communion  of  the  catholic 
church,  and  of  courfe  declared  heretics.  But 
this  violence  was  far  from  being  agreeable  to 
thofe  biihops  who  held  the  fame  opinion  with 
bittiffelf ;  and  among  them  Irenaeus  wrote  an 
excellent  letter  upon  the  fubjcft,  ejcpoftulat-. 
ing  with  him  on  the  unreafonablenefs  of 
breaking  the  comniunion  of  the  chriftiaa 
church  for  fuch  a  trifle  as  this ;  alleging  that 
there  were  other  differences  among  them  as 
great  as  this,  but  yet  fuch  as  might  be  allowed 
without  any  breach  of  chriflian  friendfhip. 
They  differed,  he  faid,  about  the  preceding 
fqfij  as  well  as  about  the  day  of  the  feafl ; 
fome  facing  one  day,  others  two,  and  others 
ttiox^i  mi  fome  juft  forty  houys  (for  that  is  the 
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moft  probable  fenfe  of  the  paffage)  differences 
which  arofe  in  the  time  of  their  anceftorsi  and 
he  concludes  with  the  account  of  the  friendly 
conference  between  Polycarp  and  Anicetus 
upon  the  fubjedl.  Irensus  wrote  alfo  to 
other  bifhops  as  well  as  to  Viftor,  to  the  fanw. 
purpofe.  ' 

This  controyerfjr  ended  for  the  prefent,  as 
moft  others  have  done,  each  party,  for  a  time, 
being  confirmed  in  his  own  opinion  and  pracr 
tice*  At  the  council  of  Nice  we  (hall  find  the 
prefent  rule  for  obferving  Eafter-day  on  the 
Sunday  niade  abfolute,  with  refpefl:  to  all  the 
chriftian  world*. 


SECTION     IV. 

Of  the  Gnojiics  within  this  Period, 

THE  moft  confiderable  of  the  'Gnoftics 
within  this  period  were  the  Marcionites^ 
who  were  much  divided  among  themfclves. 
Rhodon,  the  dilbiple  of  Tatian,  gives  jan  ac- 
count of  a  conference  which  he  had  with  a 

•  Eufeb.  Hill.  Lib.  vi.  Cap.  23,  24.  p,  241,  &c. 
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Marcionite  of  the  name  of  Apclles,  whom  he 
acknowledges  to  have  been  very  refpeftable, 
both  for  his  years,  and  his  virtue.  He  pwned 
one  principle  of  all  things,  whereas  Marcion 
and  fbme  others  held  that  there  were  two 
original  principles,  and  fome  faid  there  were 
three.'  He  faid,  however,  that  the  prophets 
were  infpired  by  an  evil  being. 

According  to  Rhodon,  Apelles  was  not  a 
very  zealous  Gnoftic ;  for  he  held  that  every 
perfon  fhould  continue  in  the  faith  in  which 
he  was  educated,  and  that  the  catholics  might 
be  favcd,  if  they  had  good  works.  He  alfo 
acknowledged  that,  though  he  was  a  believer 
in  one  principle,  and  could  not  refift  the  con- 
viction of  there  being  no  more  than  one,  he 
was  not  able  to  prove  this  by  ftrift  demon- 
ftration.  For  this  Rhodon  derided  him ;  and 
yet  they  who  believe  ip  the  unity  of  God  on 
the  principles  of  the  light  of  nature  only,  are 
not  able  to  advance  any  thing  more  in  favour 
of  it,  than  Rhodon  might  have  done  for  his 
one  principle y  which  was,  in  reality,  the  fame 
thing*. 

»  *  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  v.  Cap.  13.  p.  225. 
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S  E  C  T  I  O  N    V, 

Of  the  Vnitarians  within  this  Period. 

EtfSEBIUS  introduces  an  article  relat- 
ing to  the  Ebionites  under  the  reigii 
of  Trajan,  which  will  equally  apply  to  this 
period.  In  this  chapter  he  (hews  himfelf 
moft  violently  hoflije  to  them,  on  account  of  . 
all  of  them  holding  the  dodtrine  of  tl^e  fimple 
humanity  of  Chrift,  though  fome  of  them 
admitted  his  miraculous  conception.  None 
of  them,  he  fays,  would  admit  that  he  was 
the  logos ^  or  the  wifdom  of  the  Father.  The 
appellation  of  Ebionites^  which  fignifies  poor^ 
he  fays,  they  got  from  their  mean  opinion 
concerning  Chrift;  but  it  is  much  more  pro- 
bable that  it  was  a  name  impofed  upon  them 
by  the  unbelieving  Jews,  either  on  account  of 
the  poverty  of  the  greater  part  of  them,  or 
from  the  contempt  in  which  they  held  them. 
**  An  evil  daemon,"  he  fays,  **  has  drawn 
**  them  afide  thus  far  from  the  faith,  though 
^*  he  was  not  able  to  draw  them  from  the  faith 
^*  altogether.  They  were,*'  he  fays,  ^'rigid 
**  obfervers  of  the  law  of  Mofes,  they  rejedled 
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•*  the  epiftles  of  Paul,  calling  him  a  defertcr 
'*  of  the  law,  they  made  ufc  of  the  gofpel 
•*  according  to  the  Hebrews  only,  and  ob- 
•'  ferved  both  their  own  fabbath  and  the  chrif- 
•*tianLord*s.day*." 

In  this  period  Eufcbius  gives  an  account  of 
a  perfon  who,  in  the  reign  of  Severus,  wrote 
agairift  the  herefy,  as  he  calls  it,  of  Artemon, 
who  lived  in  the  reign  of  Commddus,  A.  D. 
185.  In  this  treatife,  which  is  fiippofed  to 
have  been  written  by  Caius,  a  prefbyter  of 
Rome,  and  to  have  been  called  the  little  Laby^ 
rinthy  the  opinion  of  the  fimple  humanity  of 
Chrift  was  cenfured  as  novel,  though  the 
writer  of  it  fays,  that  they  who  held  it  main- 
tained that  it  was  the  oldeft  dodlrine  of  all, 
even  that  of  the  apoftles  themfelves,  and  that 
it  continued  to  be  the  prevailing  opinion  till 
the  time  of  Victor,  about  A.  D.  1 90,  but  that 
in  th^  time  of  his  fucceflbr j  Zephyrinus,  ^ii 
began  to  be  corrupted. 

It  is  fomething  remarkable  that  we  have  no 
account  of  any  treatife  written  againft  the  uni- 
tarian dodrine  before  this,  which  was  about 
twenty  years  after  Artemon,  from  which  cir- 
cumftance  it  may  be  clearly  inferred,  that  till 
this  time  this  doftrine  had  not  given  much 

*:  Suftl).  VSA%  Lib.  iii.  Ca^.  27.  pi  i22i 
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offence;  and  yet  that  it  had  exiftcd  before,  and 
was  even  generally  prevalent,  is  undeniable* 
It  was  fo  well  known  to  have  been  fo  in  the 
time  of  the  ancient  chriftiarr  writers,  that,  in 
order  to  account  for  it,  they  unahimpufly  ac- 
knowledged that  thedodtrines  of  thepre-exift- 
cnce  and  divinity  of  Chrift,  had  not  been 
taught  with  cleirncfs  and  efFcd:  by  the  apof- 
ties,  and  other  early  preachers  of  the  gofpel, 
left  it  fhould  ftagger  their  hearers,  and  efpe- 
cially  thofe  of  the  Jewifli  nation ;  and  the  apof* 
tie  John  they  faid  was  the  firft  who  clearly- 
explained  it,  in  the  firft  verfes  of  his  gofpel  1 
which,  according  to  them,  was  publifhed  aL 
moft  twenty  ye^rs  after  tihe  deftruftion  of  Jc* 
rufalem*  And  yet  there  ii  no  evidence  of  any 
change  being  produced  in  the  opinion  of  the 
chriftian  world  by  this  gofpel,  no  account  of 
any  other  writings  of  that  period  to  enforce 
the  new  doiftrine  of  John,  and  nothing  writ- 
ten in  oppofition  to  it  j  fo  that  it  is  very  evi- 
dent that  no  fuch  do6lrinc  was  at  that  time 
underftood  to  be  publifhed  by  him,  and  there- 
fore the  hypoth^fi3  of  thefe  chriftian  fathers 
is  deftitute  of  all  probability.  The  fadt,  how^ 
ever,  which  they  acknowledge,  of  the  uni-^ 
verfality  of  unitarianifn*  a,t  th^  time  of  th? 
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publication  of  John's  gofpcl  muft  remain  un- 
deniable. 

What  the  unitarians  of  this  age  alleged 
was  highly  probable.  Juftin  Martyr  pub- 
liflied  the  dodtrinc  of  the  pre-exiftence  of 
Chrift,  as  the  logos  of  the  father,  about  A.  D. 
140;  and  between  that  time  and  that  of  this 
writer  about  feventy  years  had  elapfed,  fo  that 
it  is  probable  that  the  majority  of  the  learned 
bifliops  might  now  have  adopted  it,  but  not 
much  before ;  and  it  was  ftill  reprobated  with 
great  indignation  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mon people,who  juftly  thought  that  it  infringed 
upon  the  great  dodlrine  of  the  monarchy  ^  or  folc 
divinity  of  God  the  Father,  This  is  fo  evident 
from  a  paflage  of  TertuUian,  a  writer  within 
the  period  of  which  I  am  treating,  and  who 
was  himfelf  a  trinitarian  (fo  that  his  acknow- 
ledgment muft  have  been  made  with  reluc- 
tance) that  I  fhall  recite  the  paflage.  **  The 
**  fimple,"  he  fays*,  **  the  ignorant,  and  un- 
**  learned,  who  are  always  the  greater  part  of 
•*  the  body  of  chriftians;  iince  the  rule  of 
•*  faith"  f the  apoftles  creed]  "transfers  the 
•*  worfhip  of  many  gods  to  the  one  true  God; 
**  not  underftanding  that  the  unity  of  God  is 

*  Ad  Praxcawi  Sec.  3.  p.  502. 
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•*  to  be  maintained  with  the  ceconomy,  dread 
**  {expavefcunt]  thisceconomy;  imagining  that 
^*  this  number  and  difpofition  of  a  trinity,  is 
**  a  divifion  of  the  unity.  They  therefore 
**  will  have  it  that  we  are  worfhippers  of 
**  two,  and  even  of  three  gods,  but  that 
**  they  are  the  worftiippers  of  one  God 
**  only.  We,  they  fay,  hold  the  monarchy, 
**  Even  the  Latins,  and  the  moft  ignorant 
**  among  them,  have  learned  to  baul  out 
**  for  the  monarchy^  as  if  they  underflrood 
'*  that  Greek  word;  and  the  Greeks  them- 
**  felves  will  not  underftand  the  oeconomy/* 
This  is  the  language  of  ftrong  feeling  and 
complaint,  and  gives  us  the  cleared  idea  of  the 
ifeite  of  this  opinion  in  the  period  of  which  I 
am  now  treating;  clearly  proving  that  unita* 
rianifm  was  the  doftrine  of  the  common  peo- 
ple, and  that  many  of  the  learned  were  much 
difpleaftd  at  it. 

Eufebius,  to  prove  that  the  unitarian  doc- 
trine was  not  fo  ancient  as  the  unitarians 
themfelves  pretended,  alleges  the  writings  of 
ancient  chriftians;  but  among  thefe  he  men- 
tions none  older  than  Juftin  Martyr.  He  vin- 
xlicates  Vidtor  from  the  charge  of  holding  the 
unitarian  doftrine,  on  account  of  hi«  having 
excommunicated  Theodotus^  who  profeffed 
4  it. 
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it.  But  in  my  HiJIory  of  early  Opinions  con^ 
cerning  Cbrifl*.  I  have  flicwn  that  it  is  far 
from  being  evident  that  Thcodotus  was  ex-' 
communicated  as  an  unitarian,  efpecially  as 
it  is  aflerted  by  the  writer  of  the  appendix  to 
Tertullian*6  treatife,  De  Praefcriptione,  that 
Vidtor  was  a  favourer  of  the  unitarian  doc* 
trine,  as  the  unitarians  themfelves  aflerted. 

With  refpeA  to  this  writer  againft  the  uni- 
tarians, vi2f.  Caius,  who  aflerted  the  novelty 
of  their  opinion,  what  Eufebius  fays  concern- 
ing him  will  not  add  to  his  credit  with  men  of 
fenfe.  He  fays  that  one  Natal  is  was  hired  for  a 
certain  ftipcnd,  by  two  unitarians,  difciplesof 
Theodbtus,  to  b^  a  bifliop  to  6^eit  church, 
that  a(fter  this  he  wus  often  reproved  by  Chrift 
in  a  dream;  but  neglecting  this  admonition, 
from  his  love  of  honour  and  g^in,  he  was 
grievoufly  beaten  and  wounded  by  angels,  21 
whole  night  through;  that  rifing  early  in  the 
morning  he  went  in  fackcloth  and  alhes,  and 
with  tears,  to  Zephyrinus,  throwing  himfelf 
at  his  feet,  and  at  thofe  of  the  laity,  fo  as  to 
move  the  whole  church  to  compaflion*  By 
thcfe  marks  of  contrition,  and  fhewing  his 
wounds,  he  was,  though  with  difficulty,  re* 
ilored  to  the  communion  of  the  church.    A 

*  Vol.  iii.  p.  303. 
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fad:  like  this,  fays  the  writer,  would  have 
brought  the  Sodomites  to  repenfance. 

This  writer  then  proceeds  to  charge  the  uni- 
tarians with  not  troubling  themfelves  about 
the  dodrineof  the  fcriptures ;  hut  with  having 
recourfe  to  fyllogifms,and  geometry, bufying 
themfelves  about  terreftrial  things,  ignorant 
of  him  who  comes  frosi  heaven.  .  Some  of 
them,  he  fays,  ftudy  Eudid*s  geometry, 
Ariftotle,  Theophraftus^  and  Galen.  Headdsg 
that  they  adulterate  the  fcriptia!es,  and  piibli^ 
copies  of  them  different  frqm^one  another,  tfcia* 
they  either  deny  the  infpiration  of  the f trip-* 
tares,  and  are  therefore  infidels,  or  pKctedd  to 
be  wifer  than  the  holy  Spirit,  and  ther«fw# 
are  pofleffed  by  daemons.  Some  ^  themj 
however,  he  allows,  did  tttil  adtllteiute  th^t 
fcriptures,  bu«  he  fays,  they  rejeded  the  l«w 
and  the  prophets  all  together  j  amd  ht  the  iiUit 
of  alawlefs  and  athaiftical  (krd:rine,  ^t^  th^ 
pfetenc€  of  gtace,  they  tolfeddo^wvi  into  lb# 
deepeft  gulph  of  per^il^dn*:  What  <ir0di« 
can  be  given  to  a  nwrn  t^h*  caft  rait  in  ihwj 
manner,  or  to  fhe  hiftoHdq  WHo  can  qtiotti 
fiich  things  wrth  apprdbtfciDn*  Honeft  and 
womhy  as'  Muiebiu&  nw^ifr  be  in  other  re^ 
fpedts,  we  muft^  after  l^js^.pronoufioe  him 

*  Eufeb*.  Hift.  La>;  v.  Cap.  2^..  p.  251  .• 
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to  be  a  man  not  to  be  trufled  when  he  writes 
concerning  unitarians. 

In  this  period  Eufebius  gives  an  account 
of  another  unitarian,  viz.  Beryllus,  bifhbp  of 
Boftra,  in  Arabia,  who  flourifhed  A.  D.  230. 
He  is  faid  to  have  maintained  that  the  divi- 
nity in  Chrift  was  not  his  own,  but  his  Fa- 
ther's. A  fynod  was  called  upon  the  fub- 
je<9:,  in  which  Qrigen  is  faid  to  have  con-. 
vinced  him  of  his  error.  The  ads  of  this 
fynod  were  extant  in  the  time  of  Eufebius, 
with  the  queftions'*propofed  by  Origen,  and 
all  that  paffcd  oh  the  occafionl*^.  It  is 
much  to  be  wifhed  that  they  were    extant 

BOW. 

At  the  fame  time,  fays  Eufebius,  fome 
chriftians  in  Arabia  held  the  dodrine  of  the 
foul  dying  with  the  body,  and  rifing  together 
with  it  at  the  refurredlion ;  that  a  fynod  was 
called  on  this  account  alfo,  and  that  Origen, 
attending  again,  induced  thof(?  who  held  that 
opinion  to  abandon  it  +.  Thefe  are  marks  of 
primitive  chriftianity,  unadulterated  by  that 
heathen  philofophy  to  which  Origen  was 
unhappily  too  much  attached.  It  is  not, 
however,  to  be  wondered  at,  if  his  ingenuity 

*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  vi.  Cap.  33.  p.  297. 
♦^  Ibid.  Lib.  vi.  Cap.  37*  p.  299. 
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and  eloquence  (hould  puzzle  and  filence  plain 
men. 

To  this  Eufebius  fubjoins  an  account  of  the 
herefy  of  the  £/i:^/V^/,  which,  he  fays,  was 
extinguilhed  almoft  as  foon  as  it  arofe.  They 
fcem  upon  the  whole  to  have  been  Jewifh 
Gnoftics,  but  the  account  of  them  is  very 
imperfe(n:  and  obfcure  *• 


SECTION    VL 

Oj  the  Growth  of  Superflition  within  this  Period. 

Tl  Y  the  writings  of  TertuUian  we  are  able 
^  to  point  out  the  great  progrefs, which 
fuperftition  had  made  among  chriftians  in.this 
early  peHdcf ,  efpecially  with  refpetSl  to  bap- 
tifm  atid  the  Lord^s  fupper;  the  applica*- 
tion  of  the  elements  of  them  being  coh£dered 
not  merely  as  exprei^ve  of  fentiments  of  the 
heart,  but  as  being  themfelvcs  of  a  facred  na- 
ture, and  having  a  real  purifying  virtue,  fuch. 
as  was  afcribed  to  £milar  things  in  the  reli- 
gion of  the  heathens.    Chriftians  alfp  confi- 

*  £ufcb«  Hiftt  Lib*  vi.  Cap.  38.  p«  300* 
Vol.  I.  Y  dercd 
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dered;  the  LotHJi's^ar  with  a  kind  of  refpct^ 

which  cannot  be  pronounced  free  from  fuper- 
ftiCtoti^  and  the  wfe  wfakh  they  made  of  the 
iign  of  the  ctofs  ih  certaiolf  deferving  of  the 
fame  teofure.  As  the  pafiage  is  remarkable 
and  inftriKaive,  I  Aall  give  it  entire  irom  that 
treat  ife  of  his  in  which  he  defended  the  con- 
dudt  of  the  foldier  who  reftifed  to  wear  a 
crown  in  a  triumphal  proceffion,  as  mentioned 
above.  His  object  is  to  fhew  that  many  prac- 
tices are  fufficiently  authorized  by  tradition, 
without  the  authority  of  fcripture. 

Beginning  with  baptifm^  he  fays^  **  Before 
**  we  go  to  the  water,  we  declare  in  the 
•*  churth,  before  the  biihop,  that  we  renounce 
* •  the  devil,  his  pomp^  and  his  minifters.  We 
*'  are  then  dipped  three  times,  faying  more 
^*  than  our  Lord  in  the  gofpel  prefcrihed.  We 
**  then  tafte  of  milk  and  honey,  and  from  that 
•*  day  abftain  from  our  ufual  waHiings  a  whole 
•*  week.  We  take  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's 
**  fapper,  both  at  the  ufual  time  of  catir\g, 
**  and  aifb  in  thofe  aflemblies  which  are  held 
"  before  day-break,  ribr  do  we  take  the  ele- 
**  ments  from  any  oflrer  hands  than  thofe  of 
•'the  clergy.  We  annually  make  oblations 
**  for  the  dead,  as  in  commemoration  of  the 
'*  day  of.thek  |»ro|ier  biith''  {mcamiftg  their 
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martyrdom].  **  We  think  it  wrong  to  faft, 
**  or  to  kneel  on  the  Lord's  day,  or  in  all  the 
**  interval  from  Eafter  to  Pentecoft.  Weare 
*'  anxious  Jeft  any  part  of  the  facramental 
*'  bread  or  wine  fall  to  the  ground.  We  fign 
**  ourftlves  with  the  fign  of  the  crofs'in  the 
*'  fordiead,  whenever  v/t  go  from  honje  of 
**  return,  whea  we  put  on  ouf  <:lotheiB  or  ©la 
"  flioes,  when  wc  go  to  the  bath,  or  fit  doy/fi 
"  tomeat,  when  we  light •owca|idlQ?,whww§ 
^'  ye  dowii,  and  whoi  w^  iit."  iHw  all  thefe 
<>l>fervwces,  h?  fey^,  w4  haye  np  rMleb«ftcl«? 
tradition*.  It  WM,  irjd^e^,  ligP^atidisdlh*! 
chriftiaos  h>d  Imrp^  of  thh  wwfB*ft«r  irt  fa 
fhort  a  time.  We  fhall  fee,  hgwever^  ^a^ 
they  took  msu^y  other  l^nsoftfee  f^me  kipd 
aitejrwajpd^. 

*  De  Coxpna,  Scft.  iji.  p,  j6j. 
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SECTION     VII. 

Offhe  Writers  within  this  Period. 

BY  the  writers  of  any  period  it  will  be  eafy 
to  form  an  idea  of  the  fubjefts  whicH 
engaged  the  attention  of  mankind  in  the 
courfeof  it.  Ifhall  therefore  always  cjofc 
the  account  of  every  confiderable  divifion  of 
this  hiftory  with  a  brief  account  of  them ;  and 
while  Eufebius  is  my  principal  guide,  t  fhall 
adhere  pretty  nearly  td  the  order  in  which  he 
places  them. 

ApoUonius,  who  was  forty  years  old  when 
Montanus  publilhed  his  prophecies,  wrote 
againft  him,  and  his  celebrated  followers, 
Prifcilla  and  Maximilla.  He  was  replied  to 
byTertullian*. 

Theophilus,  bifliop  of  Csefarea,  wrote  a 
fynodical  epiftle  againft  thofe  who  celebrated 
Eafter  at  the  fame  time  with  the  Jews  +.  On 
the  fame  fubjed:  Bacchyllus,  bifliop  of  Co- 
rinth, wrote  an  elegant  treatife,  in  the  name 
of  all  the  bifhops  of  Achaiaj:.    Polycrates, 

*  Lib.  V.  Cap.  i8.  p.  235.  JeromCatalogus.  Cap.  51. 
t  Slid.  Cap. 54.  %  Ibid.  Cap.  55. 
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.bifliopofEphefus,  wrote Jn  defence  of  the 
Jewilh  time  of  celebrating  Eafter,  againft 
Viftor,  bifhop  of  Rome,  who  alfo  had  writ- 
ten on  the  fame  fubje<ft*. 

Pantaenus  was  a  Sicilian,  who  had  been  a 
Stoic  philofopher.  He  prefided  over  the  fchool 
of  Akxandria,  which  had  been  longeflablifhed 
fbv  inftrudion  in  facrpd  literature,  and  was 
kept  up  till  the  time  of  Eufebius.  But  he 
quitted  this  fchool  to  go  on  a  miflion  to  preach 
the  gofpel  in  India,  wliere  he  found  the  dif- 
ciples  of  the  apoftle  Bartholomew,  as  was 
mentioned  before.  Returning  from  this  mif- 
fion,  he  refumed  his  care  of  the  Alexandrian 
fchoo),  and  wrote  fome  commentaries  dn  the 
fcriptures,  which  are  now  loft-t*. 

Clemens  of  Alexandria  was  educated  under 
Pantasnus,  and  fucceeded  him  in  his  fchooL 
He  wrote  a  mifcellaneous  work,  called  Stro^* 
mata^  in  which  he  treats  of  the  trye  principles 
of  knowledge,  and  which  contains  many- 
things  againft  the  Gnoftics.  But  when  he 
wrote  his  Injiitutions^  a  work  now  loft,  but  of 
which  an  account  is  preferved  by  Photius,  he 
muft  have  been  a  Gnoftic  himfelf,  as  it  con* 
tains  many  Gnoftic  opinions .    He  alfo  wrote 

•  Jcrom  Catalogas,  Cap.  45.  56. 
tJBufeb.  Hift*  ub«  v»  Cap.  lo.  p.  229. 
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againft  the  errors  of  the  Jews,  a  treatife  oa 
Eaftcf,  and  fome  other  moral  trads,  which 
are  now  loft.  But  befides  his  Stromata,  we 
have  his  exhortation  to  the  Gentiles,  and  a 
fmall  piece  on  the  falvation  of  the  rich*. 

Of  the  writers  who  flouriflied  in  the  time  of 
tommodus,  Eufebiusjuft  mentions  the  fol- 
lowing :  Heraclitus^s  (by  Jerom  called  Hera- 
clius)  commentaries  on  the  apoftle,  meaning 
Paul;  Maximus  and  Apion  on  the  origin  of 
cviU  and  concerning  matter;  Candiduis  on 
the  work  of  the  fix  days ;  and  Sextus  on  the 
refurreiSlion.  Eufebius  fays,  in  the  fame  place, 
that  ijiere  were  many  other  writings,  the  titles 
of  which  he  did  not  know,  and  many  of  them 
were  anonyhious +.  About  the  fame  time 
Brabianus  wirote  fome  fmall  pieces  on  fub- 
jedls  of  chriftianityj. 

Judas  wrofe  on  the  book  of  Revelation  in 
the  time  ofSeverus,  and  judged,  from  the  fe- 
verity  of  his  perfecution,  that  antichriift  would 
ibon  appear  J. 

Serapion,  bifhop  bf  Antioch,  in  the  firft 
year  of  Caricalla^  wrote  feveral  things  which 

*  Eufeb.  HH).  Lib.  v.  C^.  i  k  p*  223.  Lib*  vi.  Cap. 
6.  p.  264.  ibid.  Cap*  13.  p.  271. 
T  Ibid.  Lib.  v.  Cap,  27.  p.  25 !• 
t  Jeroiri  Cat^logu's.  Cap.  6S5. 
i  Eufeb.  Hift.Xib.Vi*  Cap.  7.  p.  254. 
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Eufebius  had  not  fe^ni  but  he  mentions  & 
letter  of  his  to  Domninus,  who  in  the  time  of 
per fecirtion  had  embraced  the  Jcwifli  religion, 
fomc  other  epiftles,  the  fubjeAs  of  which  he 
doe$  not  mention,  and  a  treatife  on  the  gofp 
pel  of  Peter,  fhewing  the  falfity  of  it,  as  con* 
taining  fome  things  favourable  to  Gnpfti- 
cifm*, 

Hippolytiw,  probably  a  bilhop  in  Arabia, 
wrote  on  Eafter,  the  work  of  the  fix  days,  the 
works  which  followed  the  fix  days,  againft 
Marcion,  on  Solomon'^Song,  on  a  chapter  ia 
Ezekiel,  againft  all  herefies,  and  other  trea« 
tifes  which  Eufebius  had  not  feen  +. 

Caius,  a  prelbyter  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
wrote  againft  Proclus,  a  defender  of  the  Mon- 
tanifts .  He-condemned  the  raflmcfs  of  fome 
perfpns  in  compilii:^  the  books  of  fcripture, 
and  reckoned  only  thirteen  epiftles  of  Paul, 
omitting  that  to  the  Hebrews  ij;.  He  is  alfo 
thought  to  have  been  the  author  of  the  trea* 
tife,  intitled,  the  liuie  Labyrinth  againft  Ar*^ 
temon,  of  which  an  account  has  been  given  ; 
and  Photius  afcribes  to  him  a  treatife  on  the 

*  Eufeb.  Hift,  Lib.  v.  Cap.  13.  p.  236.  Lib.  vi.  Cap. 
%%.  p.  270. 

t  Ibid.  Lib.  vi.  Cap.  22.  p.  286. 
X  Jbid,  Lib»  vi.  Cap.  20.  p.  285. 
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univerfe^  which  went  under  the  name  of  Jo- 
fephus. 

Beryllus,  bifliop  of  Boftra,  the  fame  whom 
Origen  is  faid  to  have  convinced  of  his  error 
relating  to  the  fimple  humanity  of  Chrift,  was 
the  author,  Eufebius  fays,  of  feveral  elegant 
>vorks,  the  fubjedls  of  which  he  does  not 
mention*.  Some  of  them,  it  is  probable, 
contained  his  opinion  concerning  Chrift. 

Julius  Africanus,  of  Paleftine,  wrote  an 
^piftle  to  Origen,  to  prove  the  fpurioufnefs 
of  the  hiftory  of  Sufanna,-  and  a  book  on  the 
differences  between  the  genealogies  of  Mat- 
thew and  Luke ;  but  his  principal  work  was 
on  the  chronology  of  the  world  to  the  time  of 
Heliogabalus.  We  have  almoft  the  whole  of 
this  in  Eufebius's  Ghronicon-f-. 

Tertullian,  a  native  of  Carthage,  and  the 
oldeft  of  the  Latin  Fathers,  was  the  author  of 
a  great  number  of  works,  many  of  which  are 
come  down  to  us,  and  he  was  famous  for 
turning  Montanift  after  he  had  written  feve- 
ral of  them.  Thofe  that  are  now  extant  are 
fuppofed  by  Dupin  to  have  been  compofed  in 
the  following  order;  of  pennance,  of  baptifm, 
of  prayer,  an  apology  for  the  chriftian  relif 


*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  vi.  Cap.  20.  p.  284. 
f  Ibid.  Lib.  vi.  Cap.  31.  p,  295. 
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gion,  concerning  patience,  and  an  exhorta- 
tion  to  the  martyrs.     Thefe  were  written 
before  he  was  a  Montanift.    When  he  ap. 
pears  to  have  been  inclined  to  that  fe61,  he 
wrote  his  treatifes^  concerning  public  fpciSa- 
cles,  of  idolatry,  of  the  ornaments  and  crefs 
of  women,  two  books  addreffed  to  his  wife, 
and  a  treatife  on  the  foul.    After  he  w'«s  a 
Montanift,  he  wrote  bis  books  againft  Mir- 
cion,  of  prefcription,  of  the  flefli  of  Chrift,pf 
therefurredlionof  theflelh,  Scorpiacus  (agaiift 
herefies)  of  the  crown,  of  the  pallium,  ari 
againft  the  Jews.     He  alfo  wrote  in  this  pe. 
riod  ofhiis  Jife  againft  Praxeas,  the  unitarian 
Montanift,    againft    Hermogenes  who  held 
ibme  Gnoftic  opinions,  and  againft  the  Va- 
lentinians ;  his  treatife  of  chaftity,  of  fafting, 
of  monogomy,  an  exhortation  to  chaftity,  of 
flight  in  time  of  perfecution,  a  treatife  to  fhew 
that  virgins  ought  to  be  veiled,  and  a  letter  to 
Scapula  theproconful  of  Africa  relating  to  his 
perfecution  of  chriftians  mentioned  before. 
Several  other  treatifes  pafs  for  his  which  were 
not  written  by  him. 

Ammpnius,  the  laafter  of  Origen  in  Philo- 
fophy,  wrote  a  treatife  on  the  agreement  be- 
tween Mofes  ^nd  Clirift,  which  is  npw  loft, 
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aod  the  harmony  of  the  fQur  gofpels,^  which 
is  thought  by  fame  to  be  that  which  is  pow 
contained  in  the  Bibliotheca  Fatnimt  Eufe- 
faiui  warmly  defends  his  being  a  chriftian 
againft  Porphyry*^ 

The  moft  diftinguifhed  chara<flcr,  and  wnV 
tej,  in  this  period  was  Origen,  a  ntitive  of 
Ejfypt,  fumamed  Adamantinus^  from  his  i^- 
ccdible  labours.  For  befides  his  public 
.  taching,  which  was  inceifant,  he  is  faidby 
Dme  to  have  written  fix  thoufand  volumes, 
3ut  many  of  them  w^re  probably  letters ,  ojr 
very  fmall  trads*  The  catalogue  of  them^ 
fays  Eufebius,  would  be  a  book  of  itfelff . 
The  cbarader  of  Origen  wa§  fo  great,  that  ^t 
was  commonly  faid  of  him,  that  his  life  was 
worthy  of  his  eloquence,  and  his  eloquence 
of  his  life  J.  Porphyry,  the  Heathen  philo- 
fopher,  who  wrote  againil  chriilianity,  fpeaks 
of  his  having  known  Origen,  and  commends 
him  highly  §,  though  he  chargeis  him  vjith 
mixing  Greek  ideas  with  his  chriftianity ,  and 
continually  ftudying  Plato  ||,     He  alfo  fay« 

*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  vi.  Cap.  19.  p.  280. 

t  Ibid*  Iib«  vi.  Cap.  32.  p.  296. 

%  Ibid.  Lib.  vi.  Cap.  3.  p.  261.  / 

§  Ibid.  Lib.  vi.  Cap,  19.  p.  280. 

I  Ibid.     .         r    ;^  r 
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that  he  borrowed  his  aUegorical  method  of 
iaterpfeting  fcripture from  Pythagoras*. 

As  the  hijftoryof  Origen  is  written  much  at 
large  by  Eufebius  (though  he  profeffes  to 
abridge  it)  and  he  was  a  man  fo  remarkable 
for  his  piety,  genius,  and  application,  I.  fhall 
give  the  outlines  of  it.    His  enemy,  Jerom, 
tdlowed  that  he  was  a  great  man  from  his 
infancy.    He  was  indeed  an  honour  to  chrif- 
tianity,  and  to  human  nature.     His  father 
Leonidas  gave  him  a  pious  and  learned  edu- 
cation, and  his    early  improvements    weic 
fuch  as  gave  his  worthy  parent  the  greateft 
iatisfadion.    Though  he  was  not  more  thaii 
feventeen  years  of  age  when  the  perfecution 
tirtdtr  Sneverus  began  inAkxandria^  and  his 
father  was  apprehended  and  confined,    be 
w^uld>  at  that  early  age,  have  thrown  himfelf 
fit  the  way  of  the  perfecutors,  if  his  ifnothcr» 
lifter  her  moft  earneft  entreaties  had  ifailed, 
had'nothid  his  cloaths,  in  order  to  prevent  him 
going  abroad +.    He  wrote,  however^  to  his 
lather,  exhorting  him  to  perfevere  in  his  pro- 
fe0ion  at  all  events,  and  without  concerning 
liimfelf  about  his  family,  though  in  dafe  of 
his  death,  there  would  be  a  widow  md  ievea 

*Eufeb.  Hift.  lib.  vi.  Cap.  19.  p.  282. 
t  Ibid*  tibi  w.  Cap.  a.  p.  258. 
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children  left  in  great  poverty;  and,  thus  en- 
couraged, his  father  was  beheaded,  and  be* 
haved  with  becoming  refolution. 

A  large  family  being  left  in  this  deftitutc 

condition,  a  rich  lady  of  Alexandria,  a  friend 

of  virtue  and  genius,  took  Origcn  into  her 

family.    At  the  fame  time  fhe  entertained  a 

diftinguifhed  Gnoftic  of  Antioch,  and  her 

houfe  was  the  refort  of  other  men  of  letters. 

In  this  fituation,  though  Origen  could  not 

refrain  from  the  fociety  of  this  Gnoftic,  be 

•was  fo  fteady  to  his  principles,  that  he  would 

never  join  with  him  in  prayer,  but  ftrifily 

^adhered  to  the  communion  of  the  *  catholic 

church.  •  »t 

Notchufing  to  beunheceflkrily  burtheofome 
to  his  benefadtrefs,  and  having  made  coniL- 
derable  proficiency  in  literature,  he  wais'  foon 
able  to:  maintain  himfelf  by  t£:aching  gram- 
mar*.    But  the  great  fchool  of  Akxkndria 
being  dcferted  by  its  matter  in  time  of  perfe- 
ction, many  perfons  applied  to  him  for  in- 
ftrudion  in  the  principles  of  religion,  though 
he  wa^  not  more  than  eighteen  years  old; 
and  is  many  were  by  him  brought  over  to 
xdiriftianity,    he  was  at  that  early  age  ap-. 
pointed  cat«chift  by  Demetrius  the  bifhop  of 
*  jEufeb^  Hift.  Jiib.  vi.  Cap.  a.  p.  259, 

^  Alex* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SfiC.VII.       CHRISTIAN   CHURCH.        ^33 

Alexandria.  On  this  he  difcontinued  the; 
teaching  of  grammar,  and  he  was  fo  devoted 
to  facrcd  literature,  that  he  even  fold  all  his 
books  of  profane  fcience,  receiving  the 
fmall  fum  of  four  oboli  a  day  from  the  per*, 
fan  who  purchafed  them  *. 

While  he  ,was  in  this  employment,  many 
of  his  pupils  became  martyrs;  and  being  in 
fo  confpicuous  a  ftation,  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  that  he  himfelf  efcaped.  Being 
now  obliged  to  inftrud:  women  as  well  as 
men,  and  forming  to  himfelf  a  plan  of  gteat 
aufterity  of  manners,  in  a  fit  of  enthufiaftic 
zeal^  he  made  a  literal  application  to  himfelf 
of  that  precept  of  our  Saviour  concerning  pe»r^ 
fons  making  themfelves.  eunuchs,  for  the  king- 
dom of  heaven '§  fake;  an  adlion  for  which/ 
in  the.  fober  refle<flion  of  his  after  Irfe,  he 
greatly  condemned  himfelf +. 

Applying  himfelf  with  Angular  aflliduity  to* 
the  duties  of  his  office  as  catechift^  he  greatly 
encreafed  his  reputation,  efpecially  by  an 
edition  of  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftatnent, 
with  all  the  difierent  Greek  verfions,  in  fepa* 
rate  .columns..  He  was  induced,  however^ 
fdr  what  reafon  does  not  appear  (but  it  was 

•  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  vi.  Cap.  3.  p.  261. 
t  Ibid.  Li)^.  vi.  Cap.  8.  p.  294^ 
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no  doubt  fufficicntly  urgent)  to  quit  his  em- 
ployment and  his  fludies  for  the  purpofe  of 
making  a  vifit  to  Rome,  in  the  time  of  Ze« 
phyrinus.  Returning  very  foon  to  Alexan- 
dria, many  perfons  of  learning,  from  diftant 
places,  reforted  to  him;  and  the  bifhop  of 
Alexandria  being  applied  to  by  an  Arabian 
prince  for  a  perfon  to  inftru<%  him  in  the 
duriftian  faith,  he  made  choice  of  Origen^  in 
preference  to  any  other  *. 
.  When  Alexandria  was  ravaged  by  Cara^ 
calla,  he  went  to  Ca^fwea  inPaleftioc,  and  there 
the  bifhop  engaged  him  to  expound  the  fcript- 
ttires  pubUcly  in  his  church,  though  he  was  not 
then  even  a  priefl:.  This  ^ve  fome  ofi^nce  to 
Demetrius,  who iofifted  on  his  returning  to  iui 
proper  charge  at  Alexandria,  which  acconl- 
ingly  he  did+.  He  oiade,  however^  two 
other  excurfions,  one  at  the  requeft  of  the 
cmprefs  Mammaea,  who  fent  for  him  to  An- 
tiOch  tt  And  the  other  to  Achaia,  in  his  way 
to  which  he  was  ordained  pneft  at  Ca^areai. 
This  gave  fuch  ofFcace  to  Demetrius  that 
from  thjs  tim^  he  did  every  thing  in  his  power 
to  injure  him,  perticylarly  by  expo£ng  the 

*  Eu&b.  Hift.l.ib.  ^.  Cap«  19,  p.  283. 
+  Ibid.  p.  284. 
,\    t  Ibid.  p.  296. 

5  ibidf  Cap.  23.  p.  287* 
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rafti  aftion mentioned  above;  though,  when 
it  was  communicated  to  him  in  confidence, 
he  had  piomifed  never  to  divulge  it,  and  at 
that  time  did  not  condemn  him  for  it,  but  en- 
couraged him  to  apply  with  vigour  to  the 
duties  of  his  profeffion. 

At  firft  Demetrius  got  him  baniflied  from 
Alexandria,  in  a  council  held  A.  D.  231, 
though  cm  what  pretence  docs  not  diftin€Hy 
appear.      In   a  fecond  council  he  was  de- 
pofed  from  the  priefthood,  and  excommu-» 
nicatedj  and  the  fentence  was  of  courfe  rati- 
fied by  diftant  churches*    Still,  however,  htf 
was  received  at  Caefarea  by  Theodiftus  bifliop 
of  that  city,  and  by  Alexander  bifhop  of  Je^ 
rufalem,  who  were  in  ah  extraordinary  man- 
nesf  attached  to  him,  a^nd  undertook  to  defend 
him*.    While  herefidcd  at  Ca^farea  pcrfons 
flodced  to  him  for  kiftruAionfrom  ^reat  tlif- 
tances,  and  among  others  Giegory, afterwards 
bifiiopofNeocefai^a,  and  his  ferother  Athe- 
Mdc^iGfS,  whom  he  perfwaded  to  abandon  pro- 
fefie  iiterfttUTe  for  the    ftudy  of  theology: 
Tb^y  attended  his  le^hiws  five  yeat^.    Fir- 
rtdlian  aJfo,  bifliop  n^f  Ceefarea  in  Gapadocia, 
a  diftinguiflied  charafter  in  his  time,  was  fo 
fond  of  Origen,  that  he  would  have  perfuaded 
*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  vi.'Cap,  27.  pi^^i. 
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him  to,  go  into  his  province,  and  live  with 
him*. 

In  this  fituation  he  compofed  his  commen- 
taries on  the  fcriptures,  diftating,  it  is  faid, 
to  fevcn  notaries,  and  fometimes  more,  and 
employing  as  many  fcribes  to  take  fair  copies, 
the  cx:pencc  of  which  was  cheerfully  de- 
.  frayed  by  Ambrofius,  who  had  been  con- 
verted by  him  to  the  catholic  dodrine  from 
being  a  Valentinian+.  When  he  was  turned 
fccty,  he  permitted  fcribes  to  copy  after  him 
as  he  delivered  his  difcourfcs  to  the  people, 
which  he  had  not  done  before.  It  was  in  this 
period  of  his  life  that  he  wrote  his  excellent 
books  againft.  Celfus,  in  defence  of  chriftia- 
nityf. 

In  theperfepution  under  Maximin^  Origen 
concealed  himfelf  by  retiring  to  Athens. 
There,  however,  he  was  not  idle,  but  conti- 
nued to  write  commentaries.  After  this  he 
returned  to  Caefarea,  and  then  fpent  feme  time 
with  Firmilian  in  Capadocia.  In  the  reign  of 
Gordian  he  attended  the  Synod  in  Arabia 
againft  Berry llus,  and  in  the  reign  of  Phillip 
the  other  fynod  in  Arabia,  in  which  the  quef- 

*  Eiufeb.  Hift.  Lib*  vi.  Cap.  27.  p.  292. 
+  Ibid.  Cap.  18.  p.  278. 
t  Ibid.  Cap.  36.  p.  299. 
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tipn  concerning  the  ftate  of  the  foul  was  dif- 
cuffed.  In  the  perfecutibn  under  Decius  we 
fhall  fee  that  he  fufFered  torture  with  great 
fortitude;  but  furvivingit,  he  died  a  natural 
death  in  the  begintiing  of  the  reign  of  Gallus; 

Beiides  commentaries  on  many  parts  of 
fcripture,  we  have  of  Origen  his  books  againft 
Celfus,  atreatife  on  prayer,  Philofophumena. 
{which  was  probably  the  fifft  of  his  bo6l|S 
againft  herefy)  his  treatife  on  principles  iii 
the  Latin  of  Ruffinus,  and  Philocalia^  or  ex* 
tradls  from  his  commentaries  on  obfcure  paf*. 
fages  of  fcripture  by  Bafil  and  Gregory  Na* 
jzian:^\)» 

Ambrofe,  tlie  great  fViepd  of  Ofii;en,  m^^ 
tioned  in  the  preceding  account  of  him,  wrote 
epiftles  ^ddreffed  to  him*  Tryphon,  alfo^ 
a  hearer  of  Origen,  wrote  letters  addreffed  to 
him,  and  other  fmall  pieces,  efpecially  a 
treatife  oti  the  fubjedl  of  the  red  heifer  in  the 
book  of  Numbers,  and  on  Abraham^s  divide 
ing  the  dove  and  the  turtle  ** 

Minutius  Felix,  a  lawyer  at  Rome,  wrote 
a  dialogue  now  extant,  intitled,  OSiaviux 
againft  the  heathen  religion.  Another  itez^ 
tife  on  fate,  or  againft  the  mathematicians^ 

•  Jerom,  Cap.  67. 68^ 
I    Yotk.rh  Z  paffed 
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paiTed  for  his  in  the  time  of  Jerom,  but  he 
thought  the  ftile  not  worthy  of  him*. 

Alexander, bifhop  of  Cappadocia,  and  after- 
wards of  Jerufajeno,  and  who  fuffeired  martyr- 
dom in  the  perfecufionof  Decius,  wrote  fe- 
veral  cpiftles,  but  it  docs  not  appear  that  any 
of  thwn  were  on  fubje£ls  of  much  import- 
ance+• 

Laftly,  Jerom  fiys  thatGeminjus,  a  pref- 
byter  of  Antioch,  left  a  few  monuments  of 
his  genius;  but  he  dpes  not  fay  whjit  they 
ivefe}. 

*Jer6m,Cap.69.  -i, 

+  Eufeb,  Hift.  Lib.  vi.  Cap.  2a  p.  284.  Jeroin,C!i  p.??* 

tJaQm,C4Pi75»  -       : 
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PERIOD    V, 

FROM  THE  REIGN  OF   DECIUS,.A.  D.   249,^ 
TO  THAT  OF  DIOCLETIAN,  A.D.  iS^, 


S  E  C  T  I  O  N     I, 

Of  the  J^erfecutkn  by  Dicius, 

IN  the  pt^ripd  of  whicH  I  have.bepp  tpes^Ung 
the  chriftians.  had  enjoyed  a  great  j(hare  ojF 
repofe,,  which  •  had  been  favourable,  t<x,^hft  jn?- 
c^eJ^fe^0f  their  numbers,  but  by  np  n>ean3  tp 
theij*  iritexior  difcipUne^  or  their  morsils. .  Cyr 
prian  and  othey  writers  make  great  cony 
plaints  ^  with  -  refpedt  to  the .  (^qvetgufr^pi?^ 
pride,  luxury,  and  worldly*  mipdednef^  of 
chriftiaas,€veq  of  the  clergy  and  confeljors. 
Many  alfo  made  no  fcruple  of  amne<3;ifff 
themfelves  by  marriage  with  hp^then§,  w][\iq^ 
ihewed  a  great  decline  of  zeal  for  their  chrif- 
tiani  profeffiqn  ^;    It  pleafed  the  divinq  B^ing, 

•Cyprian, De  Unitate  EccleCae,  Opera,  p.  rip,  anc}. 
DeLapfis,  p.  123. 
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however,  to  roufe  the  chriftian  world  from 
this  ftatc  of  indifference  by  a  more  fevere  and 
extenfive  perfecution  than  any  of  the  preced- 
ing, in  the  reign  of  Decius,  though  it  does 
not  appear  to  have  continued  quite  three  years. 
Decius  was  made  emperor  by  the  army, 
which  had  revolted  againft  Philip,  and  per- 
haps becaufe  his  predecelTor  had  favoured  the 
chriftians  (together  with  fuch  other  reafons 
as  had  influenced  Trajan  and  Marcus  Anto- 
ninus) he  determined,  if  proflible,  to  extirpate 
them ;  and  by  appointing  proper  governors  of 
provinces,  and  giving  them  fui table  infrac- 
tions, he  took  the  moft  efFedlual  method  to 
gain  his  end;  diredting  them,  as  may  be  col- 
leifted  from  the  manner  in  which  this  per- 
feciition  was  conduced,  to  ufe  every  means 
in  their  pbwer  to  bring  the  people  back  to 
the'profeflion  of  the  ancient  religion,  leaving 
the  mode  of  proceeding,  and  the  kind  of  pu- 
nifhment,  to  their  difcretion*.  From  an  ex- 
preflion  of  Cyprian  in  his  epiftle  to  Anto- 
ninus [Tyrannus  infeftus  facerdotibus  dei]  it 
Ihould  feem  that  the  viblence  of  the  perfecu- 
tion was  more  particularly  diredted  againft  the 

•  Gxegmi  Nyffen  De  Vita,  Greg-  Thaum.  Opera, 
Vol.  u  p.  999- 
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chriilian  clergy*,  but  this  would  naturally  be 
thought  the  moft  cffeiSual  method  of  extir- 
pating of  chriftianity,  which  the  emperor  had 
in  view. 

Before  I  relate  what  happened  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  fariguiriary  edi(5ts  of  this  em- 
peJror,  I  fhall  give .  an  account  of  fomc  horrid 
cruelties  which  were  exercifed  upon  the 
chriftians  in  Alexandria,  in  the  year  preced- 
ing the  reign  of  Decius,  viz-  A.  D.  248.  It 
fliews  how  fubjedt  the  chriftians  were  to 
grievous  perfecution,  independently  of  the 
intentions  of  the  emperors.  And  as  we  fhould 
not  have  had  any  knowledge  of  this  perfecu- 
rion  in  Egypt,  but  by  means  of  a  letter  of 
Dionyfius  the  bifhop,  preferved  in  Eufebius, 
it  is  probable  that  malny  cruelties  of  a  iimilar 
nature  were  committed  in  other  parts  of  the 
Roman  empife^  though  they  are  nQW  buried 
in  oblivion. 

Some  time  before  any  open  violences  were 
committed,  a  po?ty  whofe  name  is  not  men- 
tioned, had  been  bufy  in  ftirring  up  the 
mob  againft  the  chriftians,  and  inflaming 
their  zeal  for  their  ancient  fuperftitions. 
Headed  by  this  man  they  fet  no  bounds  to 
their  outrages,  but  a£ted  as  ^f  thefervica  of 
*  Epift.  55.  Opmi  p.  104- 
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their  gock  had  confifted  in  the  murder  of  the 
chriftians.  The  firft  objedt  of  their  vengeance 
was  an  old  man  of  the  name  of  Metras,  who 
refufing  to  pronounce  certain  words,  which 
it  was  well  known  chriftians  would  not  do, 
they  firft  beat  him  with  clubs,  then  thruft 
Heeds  into  his  face  and  eyes,  and  at  laft  ftoned 
him  to  death.  They  then  dragged  a  cbrif. 
tian  Wbman,  of  the  name  of  Quinta,  into  an 
idol  tetnple ;  and  when  fhe  refufed  to  per- 
form the  rites  of  it,  they  tied  her  feet  toge- 
ther, an4' dragged  her  through  the  ftrects, 
Mvhich  were  paved  with  jrough  ftones,  and 
againft  mill  ftones,  &c.  They  then  fcourged 
her,  and  taking  her  into  the>  fuburbs,  they 
flroned  h€t  to:  death; 

After  this  they  rulhed  into  the  boufes  of 
the  thriftiaps  withhivhbm  they  were  ac- 
quaititfed;  and  driving  them  out,  they  prlun- 
dered  their  goods.  What  was  of  piofl:  Value 
they  carried  away,  but  thingfs  of  wood,  aftd 
oflcfs  value  they  bitoke  in  pieces,  or  burned 
in  the  ftrepta,.  fo  a»  to  eixhibk  the  appearance 
of  a  city  taken  and  plundered  by  the  enemy. 
In  this  tumult  the  chriftiatas  il6d,  receiving 
witbjvgr^  oiur  author  faya  >  the  J^t>iling  qftbein 
gfisdsfr^  aild  hitherto ;  not  morle  thssi  dne  per«-^ 

'     -  •     V  \  fon 
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fon  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  mob  Was 
induced  to  reriiounce  his  profefliori . 

They  then  feized  upon  a  (ingle  woman  of 
advanced  age,  named  Apollonia,  ^nd  ftrik-* 
ing  her  on  the  face  they  beat  out  her  teeth*- 
Then  lighting  a  pile  without  the  city,  they 
threatened  to  bum  her  alive  unlefs  (he  would 
pronounce  certain  words  which  they  diftated^ 
to  her.  At  firft  (he  feemed  to  parley  w^ith 
them,  but,  fearing  perhaps  more  ill  ufuagc; 
(he  of  her  own  accord  ru(hed  into  the 
fire,  and  was  burned.  Having  feized  one 
Serapio  in  his  own  houfe,  they  tortured  hinJ 
in  a  cruel  manner,  aAd  having  broken  his 
bones  they  threw  him  headlong  out  of  his 
chamber.  In  fhort,  no  chri(tian  could  appeal 
in  any  public  road  or  private  path,  thepopu-* 
lace  being  every  where  clamorous  to  have  all 
perfons  feized,  and  thrown  into  the  flamesr^ 
who  would  not  pronounce  their  words ^  At* 
length  the  chriftians  got  fome  refpitc  by  the 
furious  populace  quarrelling  among  thcm^ 
(elves,  and  exe:rci(ing  the  fame  cruckics  upo» 
one  another  which  they  had  done  upoAthcitt; 

This  was  a  little  before  the  dreadful  edidJs 

of  Decius,  ^hich,  when  they  arrived,  filled  all 

the  chriftians  in  Egypt  with  the  greatcft  con- 

fternation*   On  the  publication  of  them  many 
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perfoiiS'.of  the  higher  ranks  in  life  obeyed 
without  heiitation;  fome,  who  were  in  office, 
doing  firft  themfelves  what  they  were  ap- 
pointed to  require  of  others.  Some  were 
brought  by  their  heathen  friends  and  rela- 
tions^ and  being  called  upon  by  name,  joined 
in  the  facrifice,  though  many  of  them  did  it 
Tvith  manifeft  reludance,  fo  as  to  be  laughed 
^t  by  the  byftanders,  but  others  boldly  de- 
clared that  they  never  had  been  chriftians. 
Of  the  reft,  fome  fled,  and  others  were  ap- 
prehended. Of  thefe  fome  perfifted  in  their 
profeffion  of  chriftianity,  till  they  were  con^ 
lined  only,  and  others  till  they  were  threatened 
with  torture;  but  there  were  many  on  whom 
no  threats  could  make  any  impreffion. 

The  firft  of  thefe  w^s  Julianus,  who  was 
fo  afflidled  with  the  gout  that  he  could  neither 
>valk  nor  ftand,  and  two  men  who  carried  him. 
Of  thefe  two  one  recanted,  buf  the  other,  to* 
gether  with-  his  maft6r,  perfifting  in  acknow- 
ledging themfelves  to  be  chriftians,  were  fet 
on  camels,  and  in  that  lituation  beaten  through 
all  the  city,  and  then  thrown  into  the  fire,  and 
confumed,  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  mul- 
titude. A  foldier  called  Bafas,  who  attended 
at  the  cxecutidn,  checking  thofe  who  abufed 
ihem,  was  by  the  clampur  of  the  people 
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brought  before  the  tribunal,  and  appearing  to 
be  a.  chriftian,  he  was  beheaded.  Macar,  a 
native  of  Lybia,  after  refilling  all  attempts  to 
make  him  renounce  his  profeffion,  was  fen- 
tenced  to  be  burned  alive. 

After  thefe  Epimachus  and  Alexander, 
when  they  had  long  borne  the  horrors  of  a 
prifon,  and  had  been  tortured  with  iron  for- 
ceps, and  many  other  ways,  were  burned  ia 
a  lime-kiln.  Four  women  perifhcd  in  the 
fame  manner.  Ammonarion,  an  unmarried 
woman,  being  tortured  a  long  time;: in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  judge,  and  faying  that  nothing 
they  could  do  to  her  would  make  her  pro^ 
nounce  what  they  required,  was^  ordered  for 
execution.  Mercuria,  a  venerable  old  wo-, 
man,  and  Dionyfia,  the  mother  of  many  chil- 
dren, and  who  had  brought  them  all  up  in  the 
profeffion  of  chriftianity,  and  alfo  another 
Ammonarion,  were  then  brought  before  the 
prefed: ;  and  he  being  alhamed  of  having  tor- 
tured women  to  no  purpofe,  he  ordered  them 
to  be  beheaded  without  any  previous  fuffering. 

Then  Heron,  and  Ater,  and  Ifidorus,.alI 
Egyptians,  were  brought  before  the  judge, 
together  with  Diofcurus,  a  boy  about  fifteen 
years  old.  The  men  having  borne  flagella- 
tion with  great  fortitude,  weje  thrown  into 
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the  fire ;  but  the  judge,  Having  compaflion  on 
the  boy,  who  diftingulfhed  himfelf  by  the  per- 
rinence  of  his  anfwers  to  all  that  was  faid  to 
him,  and  finding  that  neither  liis  intreaties 
nor  his  tortures  had  any  efFe<fl  upon  him, 
difmiffed  Kim. 

One  Nemefion,  who  had  been  falfely  ac-^ 
cufed  as  one  of  a  fet  of  banditti,  proving  his 
innocence  of  that  charge,  but  acknowledging 
that  he  was  a  chriftian,  was  tortured  twice  as 
ttiuch  as  any  of  them,  and  was. burned  along 
with  them.  At  length  Ammon,  Zeno»  Pto- 
kmy,  andlngenuus,  t6gether  with  an  old  man 
called  Thcophilus,  all  foldicrs,  who  had  at- 
tended thcfc  trials  and  executions,  after  (hew* 
ing  by  their  looks  and  geftures  their  difplea^ 
fure  at  any  who  denied  their  faith,  before  they 
were  apprehended  or  accufed,  went  of  their 
owti  accord  to  the  tribunal,  and  acknow- 
ledged that  they  alfo  were  chriftians.  On  this 
the  prefedt  and  his  affiftants  were  alarmed, 
and  not  chufing  to  proceed  any  farther,  per- 
mitted them  to  go  away  in  triumph*. 

Many  others,  fays  Dionyfius,  were  de- 
ftroycd  by  the  heathens  in  other  towns  and 
villages,  of  which  he  gives  the  following  ex- 
ample.   Ohe.  Ifcbyrion  had  been  hired  by 

*  tufeb.  Hift.'Lib,  vi;  Cap  41.  p.  308. 
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fome  perfon  in  office  to  do  his  duty  for  him ; 
and  being  in  (jronfequence  of  it  ordered  by  his 
employer  to  facrifice  to  the  idols,  and  refufing, 
he  was  firft  reproached  ,•  and  perfifting  in  his 
refufal,  he  was  abufed  in  a  great  variety  of 
ways,  but  bearing  all  with  wonderful  pa- 
tience, he  Was  at  laft  put  to  death  by  a  large 
ftake  being  driven  through  his  body.  Mul- 
titudes, he  fays,  being  driven  into  the  moun- 
tains and  defart  parts  of  the  country^  perifhed 
with  hunger  and  thirft,  cold  and  difcafe,  or 
by  robbers  or  wild  beafts,  an  account  of 
whom  was  preferved  by  thofe  who  fur- 
vived. 

As  an  inftance  of  this^  he  mentions  the  cafe 
of  Chaeremon,  bifhop  of  Niltts,  a  very  old 
man.  He  having  fled  with  his  wife  to  a 
mountain  of  Alrabia,  never  returned ;  and 
though  his  brethren  made  diligent  fearch  for 
him,  he  could  never  be  found,  alive  or  dead. 
Many  others  were  taken  in  thefe  ihountains 
by  the  Saracens,  and  reduced  to  flaVery ;  and 
though  fome  of  them  recovered  their  liberty 
by  ranfom,  others  did  not.  *  Thefe  confeflbrs, 
Dionyfius  fays,  had  great  compafliori  for  thofe 
who  had  not  been  able  to  bear  the  perfecu- 
tion,  but  had  offered  facrifice,.  and  afterwards 
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repented  of  it,  which  was  the  cafe  with  great 
numbers*. 

What  happened  to  Dionyfius  himfelf  is  not 
a  little  extraordinary.-  The  perfon  who  had 
been  fent  by  Sabinus,  the  pre  fed,  to  appre- 
hend him,  not  thinking  to  look  for  him  in 
his  own  houfe,  he,  who  had  no  thoughts  of 
flying,  continued  there  four  days ;  but  being 
then,  he  fays,  admoniflied  by  God  to  with- 
draw, and  a  way  being  opened  for  him,  he 
with  his  fervants,  and  many  of  his  chriftian 
friends,  went  out  of  the  city  together.  About 
Ain*fet,  however,  tiiey  were  all  feized  by  a 
party  of  foldiers,  and  carried  to  Tapofiris  ; 
but  one  Timothy,  who  happened  not  to  be 
with  them,  efcaped. 

He  going  to  the  houfe  of  th?  bifhop,  and 
finding  him  and  his  friends  fled,  and  a  guard 
in  it,  fled  alfo  in  great  hafte ;  when  being  met 
by  a  perfon  out  of  the  country,  and  being 
alked  by  him  why  he  fled,  he  told  the  whole 
ftory ;  and  this  man  happening  to  be  going ' 
to  a  nuptial  feafl:,  which,  according  to  cuftom, 
was  held  in  the  night,  told  his  companions  ; 
and  they  infl:antly  rufhing  put,  and  attacking 
the  guard,  refcued  Dionyfius  and  his  friends. 
'    ^  £uf(^.  Hift.  Lib.  vi.  Cap.  42.  p.  309. 
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But  he,  thinking  them  to  be  robbers,  and 
being  in  bed,  with  only  a  linen  garment  or* 
offered  them  the  remainder  of  his  clothes ; 
and  when,  without  regarding  this,  they  bid 
him  rife  and  follow  them^  he  begged  they 
would  leave  him,  Or  do  themfelves  the  office 
of  the  foldiers,  and  cut  ofFhis  head.  They» 
however,  compelled  him  to  go  againft  his 
will,  dragging  him  away  by  his  hands  and 
feet.  On  this,  the  foldiers  being  difperfed^ 
and  he  being  at  his  liberty,  four  of  his  friends, 
whofe  names  are  mentioned,  conduifled  hfm 
out  bf  the  village,  and  placing  him  on  an  af$ 
without  atny  faddle,  conveyed  him  to  a  place 
of  fafety*.  Whither  he  went,  he  does  not 
fay;  but  it  is  fiippofed  that  he  kept  himfelf 
concealed  till  the  death  of  Pecius.   . 

At  Rome,  Fabian  the  ]5)ifhpp  y^as  piif,  tp 
death.  In  Paleftine,  Alexander  bifhpp  of 
Jerufalem^nientioned  before,  a  man  venerable 
for  his  grey  hairs,  being  brought  bef&re;  Xht 
tribunal  of  the  prefident,  after  having  gained 
great  honour  by  a  former  teftimojnyj  \^?s  fent 
to  prifon  at  Caei^rea,  and  died  there.  Baby* 
las,  bifliop  of  Antioch,  alfo  died  in  prifonrfr; 


*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  vi.Capy  40.  p.,302,*  . 
t  Ibid.  Lib.  vi.  Cap.  39.  p.  gpit 
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Origcn,  who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  fo 
much  among  the  chriftians,  and  who  had  been 
fo  much  noticed  by  the  mother  of  the  late 
emperor,  was  particularly  aimed  at  in  this 
perfecution,  and  apprehended ;  and  though 
he  was  then  advanced  in  life,  yet  fhewing  an 
example  in  himfelf  of  that  fortitude  which 
he  had  fo  early  in  life,  and  fo  often  after- 
wards, recommended  to  others,  he  bore  a 
great  variety  of  tortures  with  invincible  forti- 
tude.   He  was  confined  in  the  interior  part 
of  the  prifon,  and  there  faftened  with  an  iron 
chain,  and  his  feet  ftretched  in  the  ftocks  to 
the  fourth  hole  (which  would  hot  have  been 
mentioned  by  the  hiftorian,  if  it  had  not  been 
a  fituation  exquifitely  painful) '  for  feveral 
days.    He  was  alfo  fubjedled  to  various  other 
kinds  of  torture,  care  being  taken  that  they 
fhould  not  abfolutely  deprive  ^hinli  of  life; 
and  he  was  moreover  threatened  'with  being 
burned  alive.    Bui  neithfcr  what  he  felt,  nor 
what  he  was  farther  threatened  with,  at  afl 
moved  him.    That  he  furvived  this  perfecu- 
tion  is  certain,  but  by  what  means  we  are  not 
informed.     He  wrote  feveral  letters  after- 
wards, highly  edifying  to  thofe  who  (hould 
be  brought  into  the  fame  circumftances*,  and 
•  Eufeb.  Hid.  Lib.  vi.  Cape  43.  p.  316. 
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]he  died  in  the  begmnin^  of  (he  following 
ye4r,  at  the  age  of  feventy  *. 

Wiempiy  judge  from  thefe  few  partieylar? 
which  1>ave  been  preferved  of  this  perfbcu* 
tion,  fif  the  fufftjings  of  chriftiaiis  in  pthcr 
parts;  of  the  lempire.  For  thefe  cap  be  ^iq 
doubt  of  its  having  been  4  general  perfec\iT 
tion,  as  well  as  a  very  cruel  one.  In  thefe 
circumft^nces  niany  real  believers. in  chrii)(-i* 
anity  would  not  have  the  courage  to  d|e  for 
the  iproifeilipn  of  it,  and  efpecially  to  bear  tor- 
ture ;  and  the  agony  of  mind  which  many  of 
them  fuffered  afterwards  moves  our  compaf* 
lion,  no  lefe-than  the  fufFerings  6f,thofe  who 
had /more  courage.  Dionyfiud :  ^oveTmenT 
tioned  .relates  ah  af&^ng  infkhce*  6f  this 
kiiui^' 

One.  Serapion^  an  old  irian,  whole  life 
and  icoaverfation  hadbe^ii  uaexception^ble, - 
had  'been  indux^ed'  ta  faicrifice.in  .tB^e  timtt 
of  perfecutioQ,  but  he  enjoyed  no  4)eace  of 
mix>d  .when  it  was  over,  and  ha^inevet 
chafed  importuning  tfie  bifhops  gnd.cler*^ 
gy  :for  reconciliation^)  but  wkfamit . dSe((%«» 
Being  feized  with  ^q  iUnpfs,  which  hg  felt  to 
be  mortal,  he  fent  his  little  grandfon  to  a  pref- 
byter,  to  defire  him  to  cpme  to  him,  as  he 

*  Ibid.  ^lib.  viL  Cap.  i.  p.  32?. 
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was  then  dying.  Tfhe  prcfbyter  was  fick, 
and  unable  to  go ;  but  being  well  informed  of 
the  cafe,  and  having  orders  from  the  bilhop 
to  abfolve  penitents  in  the  article  of  death, 
efpecially  if  they  had  fued  for  abfolution  fome 
time  before,  he  fent  a  bit  of  the  euchariftical 
bread  by  the  boy,  as  a  token  of  his  grand- 
father being  received  into  the  communion  of 
the  church  ;  and  having  received  it,  he  pre- 
fehtly  and  joyfully  expired*. 

Thebjftiop  who  relates  this,  fuppofed  that 
the  life  of  the  old  man  had  been  miraculoufly 
prolonged  till  he^was  reconciled  to  the  church. 
The  ftory,  however,  fhews  the  progrefs  of 
fuperftition  in  the  minds  of  chriftians,  With 
refpedl  to  the  importance  of  church  commu-^ 
nion,  and  perhaps  the  fandifyiing  virtue  of 
the  facraniental  elements  themfelv^s.  It  is 
alfo^  no  doubt^  a  fpecimen  of  the  anxiety  of 
mind  of  great  numbers  who  were  in  the  fame 
fituation^.  whofe  faith  in  the  gofpel  Was  no 
lefs  real^than  that  of  the  martyrsthemfelves; 
fo  that  by  thefe  alone  we  are  by  no  ihe^ns  to 
judge  of  the  number  of  chriflians  in  this  age« ; 

•  Eufebt  Hift.  lib.  vi.  Cap.  44.  p.  317. 
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S  E  C  T  I  O  N    IL 

From  the  Accejfion  ofGallus^  A.  D.  25  J ,  /t?  the 
reign  ofDiocleJian^  A.D.  284. 

DECIUS,  who  had  taken  the  furname  of 
Trajan,  and  whom  he  imitated  in  his 
fuccefsful  wars,  as  well  as  in  his  perfecution 
oif  the  chriftians,  being  flain  in  a  battle  with 
the  Goths»  who,  as  fome  think,  were  affifted 
by  the  treachery  of  Gallus,  was  fucceeded 
by  him,  and  then  peace  was  reftored  to  the 
church,  but  not  entirely..  For  Dionyfius  fays, 
that  Gallus  did  not  fee  the- faults  of  his  pre-  . 
dcceffor,  but  fejl  jnto:the  fame  himfelf,  jpcr-  , 
fecuting  thofe  who  prayed  for  his  profperity, 
though  afterwards  the  chriftians  wer^  obliged 
to  difcontinue  thofe  prayers  *. 

About  this  time  there  broke  out  a  dreadful 
plague,  which,  as  hiftorians  fay,  lafted  ten, 
or  even  fifteen  years,  and  made  great  deftruc- 
tion  among  ipankind. 'Dionyfius,  fo  often 
mentioned  already,  fpeaks  of  it  as  raging  in 
Egypt,  fo  as  to  exceed  the  plague  in  the  time 

'  *  Eufeb.lHiA.  LiV*  vii.  Cap.  t.  p.  322. 
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of  MofeSy  when  there  was  not  a  houfc  in 
which  there  was  not  one  dead.  The  beha- 
viour of  the  chriftians  to  their  lick  friends  in 
this  plague  waf  rcm^rjcabljr  difftre^^t,  he  fays, 
from  that  of  the  heathens.  For  the  chriftians 
would  not  defert'thofe  who  were  feized^with 
it,  but  continued  to  render  theno  eyciy  kind 
office  in  their  power,  without  drea^d  of  death ; 
whereas ,  the  heathens  fled  from  their  ficl^j 
friends,  and  left  them  in  the  moft  deftitute 
circiimftances  *.  On  occafiqn  of  this  plague^ 
Cyprian  wrote  his.tfeatife^on  mo^rtality: 
.  Gallns,  after  reigninj^not  quitd^two  years, 
was  killed  by  his  oWn  foldiers,  and  fuccee^cd; 
by  Mmmakif  cpmniaridiir  of  the  army  m^ri-r 
nonia,  wholiad  rey2>lted  a^jainft  him ;  and  he 
being  foon  difpatched  m  the  fame  manner, 
was  fucCeeded  by  Valerian  the  lieutenant  of 
Gallus,  who  aflbciated  his  fori  Gallienus  in 
the  empire  with  him.  At  firft  no. emperor 
h^d  been^  more  friendly  to,  the  cWftians  than 
Valeri^n^  His  houfe  wa?  .f(p  full  qf  thrifHans^ 
that  it  was  coihpaigpdto  a  churchi  But  at  the 
iriftigation  of  Macrian,*  and  the  chief  of  -the 
magicians  of  Egypt,  hebegap 'a  pejrfecution 
of  thechriftianSy  which  contWed  till  he  was, 

*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  vii.  Cap.  22;  p.  346. 
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gitthing;  Howewi*,  it  feeittS  fo  Havdheen-iho'- 
dfei^te,  arthc  bifhops  arid*  clfcx^  wire'  <Jnly 
fertt- iirteitattiAYWettt. 

fe tfeispferfetmtibrt Dldnyfius-  in whdfirleti 
tws  are  prdetVed'  fo  n*any  pattic?ulars  of  the 
formei'perfeciitibtt,  Was- brou^b  before  Mtnit- 
liart,  the  f)W^  o#  Egypt,  together  witH 
a»pt4(b)tter,  atid  tittefe-of  his  d^sacoris ;  aiidioil 
pWjfeffifig' theto=felveB  t6  bfe  chriftiattrf,  they 
WeJte'  baitilhcd'  tb '  Cepliro,  a-  fmall  villiigc 
nteavthcdfefeitfr  of  Lybiai  Therfc>  prtaGhitig 
cfpettly  td'  tite  p^ople^of^  ^&  pU(ce»  who  vttt^ 
teiMl^hti  and  wHi»aA#d'had>b6eninuch  ani 
raged  againft  them,  theyinaderaalny!  cohverts; 
Of»<thii  -tHey'w^riPfifaikted,  aoiidiieitioved'  to 
tfthut  )^&m^vfCiify,  if '{k>ffible,!lthiint  the-vir^ 
kge^ W  Lybiti;'' ' Dldnyfbs  hdinfclf  .vnai  or« 
dtJitd  tbii«mweittftColiuthio,'.ai|dade:  which; 
luUfsifg^-  Hd  Hitfdi  neVeo  heaiid  00  bftfbrer,  but 
^tcdv^chtf-t^ao ttddy^^fis-ialmoHra.'defdvt;  £ki 
ftam  a»fy  dty;  ^doexlSafed  to  robbersi.  ; 
•  Fernm^>6fibotIrrfcices,  iDionyfiu^faysr  and 
dfieverya^and  condition,  folddor&and  cbon^ 
txtfiptoifiti'Xt&tt.  orowned  TvMh'  mairtyTdomj 
fortUrlsy/fccAirgitig;  fomebyfire)  andfomff 
by  the  f}V0Ed»  thotigh  hi»  lifcy  was  ■  fpared. 
*  £ufeb'  Hift.  Lib.  vii.  Cap.  lo.  {>>3'3i< 
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Many  chriftians  concealed  thcmfclycs.  in  the 
city,  in  order  to  affift  and  comfort  their  bre- 
thren, and  take  care  of  the  bodies  of  thofe 
who  were  put  to  death,  which  they  did  at  the 
gre^  hazard  of  their  own  lives.  Befides  kil« 
ling  fome  outright,  others,  by  the  order  of 
theprefident,  were  cruelly  tortured,  and  fome 
pined  away  in  fetters  axi4  dungeons^  where 
none  were  permitted  to  vifit  them;  and  he 
took  particular  care  that  his  orders  were 
ftriaiy  obeyed  *.  FauAus  was  a.  confeflbr  in 
this  perfecution  along  with  Dionyfius,  but  he 
furvivcd,  to  fufFer  martyrdom  in  the  time  of 
Diodefian ;  and  was  beheaded  when  he  was 
very  old  and  infirm+. 

.  It  was.  in  this  perfecution  that  the  famous 
Cyprian^  hilhop  of  Carthage,  fuffered  mu- 
tyrdom.  In  the  reign  of  Decius  he  had  con- 
cealed himftlf,  and  in  im  retirement  wrote 
many  letters  to  the  people  of  his  charge^  &c. 
Qa  his  return  to  Carthage;  after  the  perfecu- 
tion,  he  took  a  very  adive  part  in  the  <|uef- 
tion,  which  was  then  warmly  agitated,  con- 
cerning the  terms  on  which  the  lapfed  fihould 
be  admitted  into  the  church,  of  which  a  more 
particular  account  will  be  given  afterwards. 

*         *  Eufebl  Hift.  Lib.  vii.  Cip,  1 1.  p.  334. 
,  +lbid,.p.339.  . 
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In  the  beginning  of  the  pcrfccution,  A.  D* 
«57,  on  the  thirtieth  of  Auguft,  Cyprian  was 
cited  before  Patemus  the  proconful ;  and 
being  required  to  facrifice  to  the  gods  of  the 
empire,  he  anfweredj,  that  he  was  a  chriftian^- 
and  abifhop,  and  that  he  knew  no  other  God 
befides  the  true  one^  who  made  heaven  and 
earth,  the  fea,  and  all  that  is  therein,  the  God 
to  whom  chriftians  prayed  for  the  fafety  of 
the  emperor.  Being  required  to  name  his 
prc(byters,  he  faid  that  he  ihould  not  aft  the 
part  of  an  informer.  On  this  he  was  fent 
into  exile,  to  a  place  called  Cucurbis»  his  dea« 
con  Pontius  accompanying  him.  About  this 
time,  as  appears  by  a  letter  of  Cyprian,  many 
chriftians  fuf&red  in  Africa.  For  one  of  his 
letters  is  direfted  to  nine  bifhops,  who,  toge« 
ther  with  prefbyters,  deacons,  and  otheirs, 
were  then  in  the  mines. 

Patemus  being  fucceeded  by  Galerius  Max* 
imus,  Cyprian  was  recalled  from  his  baniih^ 
ment  and  (probably  by  order  of  the  proconful) 
went  to  his  country  houfe,  near  Carthage, 
where  he  continued  fome  time.  There  being 
many  reports  about  the  orders  of  the  emperor 
with  refped:  to  this  perfecution,  Cyprian, 
who  does  not  appear  to  have  been  under  any 
reftraintas  tohiscorrefpondence,  procured  an 
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cxadaceountof  the  ftateof  tfacfuA^  vbick-was 
tkifi.  The  bi&ops,  pfo(fai)rtars«  and  .deacons, 
were  to  be  put  to  ^le&th  withomt  delay  i  fenau 
t^rs,  pwfoQS  of  qualit)r,  asiditoinanikiiig^atB« 
ivere  to  >be  deprived  of  i?licir  ^Ugaitks  pnd 
goods  I  ddd  if,  after  this,  cbey  perfiftcd  m 
profefiing  thenofe}ves\chriftians9  ihe^  wot  to 
be  beheaded ;  tvomea  .of  lank  wene  Mr  be  dis-f 
priv^  of  tkeir  goo^s,  laad  lent  inio  exile  $ 
and  iaiUy,  ^he  emperor'^  6ieed  few  wcro  to 
have  their  goodiS  ccmfikMt^ii  be£tr\t  tD  ebtff« 
to  his  lands  in  the  country,  «nd  entened  ontbtf 
lift  of  lUves  to  work  theiie.  Cypiian  ivM 
alfo  informed,  th^tXifiuf*  biAop^^Roiiie^ 
had  already  bean  put  to  degth  dbc^e,  sad  ihat 
the  prefed:  of  the  city  was  intetit:  upoii  exe^ 
euting  the  emperor^6  orders*. 

Thefe  orders  foon  ^arrived  in  Af itcta  jf  arid, 
in  confequence  of  them,  Cyprian  was  again 
brought  before  the  proconfiil,  <who,  on  his 
lefufing  to  facrifice,  (pake  to  him  with  gmat 
^ngcT,  calling  him  an  eqeniy  to  th^  godi&,afid 
a  feducer  of  the  people.  After  this,  he  pta* 
nounced  his  fentcnce,  which  was,  that  ho 
fhould  be  beheaded  j  and  to  this  Cypfiant 
with  great  magn^nicnity,  replied^  God  ie 
praifedi  ^nd  a  multitude  of  chriftians,  who 
were  prefent,  cried  a^loiid,  and  ikidj^  Lit  us  he 
4  beheaded 
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iebeaded  with  'hifn.  TFfe'fchf erttre  was  i^nie- 
diarcly  after  exectftedi  after  hfe  hay  been  ^ier- 
mStted  to'kheel  doWn  atod  pray,  ih  tlie  pre- 
fence  of  a  fereat  crcaid  of  f^fei^ators  (niany 
of  whom  feot  Upton  rhe  ferahchcs  of  trees  t6 
have  a  better  view)  OTi  the  fowteei^tth  of  SeJ)- 
tetnber;  A.  D.  258*. 

In  thispcrf^^cutibn,  ffs  Was  mentioned  be- 
fore, Xiftiis,  or  Sixtls,  bifliop  of  Rome,  was 
pUt  to  death  in  the  church,  together  with  one 
Quartus,  prbbably  k  jprefbyter-f-;  and  Law- 
fence^  a  deacon,  Was  roafted  befofe  a  flow 
fire,  by  the  order  bfMacrikn,  the  prefeifl  of 
the  city,  in  thfe  abfenee  df  Valek-ian.    Of  the 
latter  the  followit^g  iccoilnt  is  givfen  by  Leo 
the  Great,  in  his  ferttidnbh  tlie  fiibjed  of  thi^ 
martyrdbm  J .    Lawfrenci  was  not  only  a  dea- 
coii,  but  almorieir  of  the  fchdrch  of  Rohie,  and 
it  wks  iJrinclpally  tkrith  a  VifcW  to  get  poffeffion 
of  the  treafurcs  of  the  church,  that  he  wa^ 
apprehended.     When  thfey  were  dfemandeil 
of  him;  he  pbinted  td  a  great  iliitribfef-  of  poor 
perfons  who  had  beeft  fed  kxA  cldthed  out  of 
ity  fo  that  nothing  rediiided  in  his!  liands; 

*  This  account  is,  extrafted  from  the  authditic  ifts 

of  the  inartvrdoin  of  Cyprian,  tranflated  by  Dr.  Laid- 

tktx.    Heiinen  Teftimonies,  Vol.  ii.  p-go.  and  his  life 

by  Pontiusf,  prefixeji  to  hife  works.  .      . 

f  Cypriani  £p.  80.  Opera,  Epift.  p.  238.  s 

|Opera>p.83;  '  ^  .  ' 
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The  Governor,  difappointed  in  his  expeda« 
tions,  required  Lawrence  to  renounce  Chrift; 
threatening  him,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  with  the 
moft  dreadful  torments;  and  when  he  ap* 
peared  unmoved  at  the  mention  of  fome,  he 
propofed  others  ftill  more  excruciating.  But 
nothmg  being  able  to  move  him,  he  had  him 
/£t{k  fhockingly  torn  with  fcourging,  and  then 
expofed  to  the  fire  on  fomething  like  a  grid- 
iron, and  fo  that  different  parts  of  his  body 
were  prefented  to  the  fire  in  their  turns . 

Velerian  being  taken  prifoner,  Gallienus 
his  fon  remained  fole  emperor,  and  foon  ap- 
peared to  be  a  man  of  moderation,  and  well 
difpofed  towards  the  chrifliahs.  By  one 
edidl  he  ordered  the  clergy  to  rcfume  theit 
functions,  and  that  thofe  of  their  poffeflions, 
which  had  been  feized  fhould  be  reftored  to 
them,  and  by  another  he  reftored  their 
churches.  Gallienus  not  being  much  re- 
fpe(!%ed  in  the  empire,  his  edicts  were  not 
every  where  obeyed,  and  particular  governors 
were  ftill  guilty  of  greal  cruelties;  efpecially 
as  the  laws  of  Trajan  had  never  been  formally 
repealed. 

We  have,  in  particular,  an  account  of  one 
Maximus,  a  fojdier,  who  fuffered  about  this 
time.  Being  about  to  obtain  the  rank  of  cen- 
turion, another  foldier,  who  claimed  it  as  due 
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to  himfelf,  accufed  him  of  being  a  chriftian, 
and  on  that  account  incapable  of  that  honour. 
Being  interrogated  by  Achaeus  his  judge,  he 
acknowledged  that  he  was  a  chriftian,  but 
the  judge  being  fenfibly  affedted,  and  very 
unwilling  that  he  fhould  fuflFer,  gay*  him 
three  hours,  in  which  he  migh^  confidcr  of  a. 
more  deliberate  anfwer^ 

Going  from  the  Praetorium,  Theotechnus, 
thebifhop  of  the  city,  came  to  him,  and  after 
fome  difcourfe  led  him  to  the  church.  Then 
placing  him  near  the  altar,  and  (hewing  him 
his  own  fword,as  theinftnimentof  his  death, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  fcriptures  on  the 
other,  he  bad  him  chufe  which  he  pleafed. 
Deciding  according  to  the  wifli  of  the  bifhop, 
he  encouraged  him  to  perfevere;  and  the  time 
being  elapfed,  he  was  again  brought  before 
the  tribunal,  and  there  fliewing  more  con- 
jftancy  than  before,  and  thereupon  receiving 
fentence  of  death,  he  was  immediately  led 
away  and  beheaded*.  Afturius,  a  Roman 
fcnator,  diftinguiftied  by  his  riches  as  well  as 
his  rank,  and  alfo  by  his  zeal  and  courage  as 
a  chriftian,  being  prefent  at  this  execution, 
had  the  body  carried  away,  and  decently  bu- 
ried. Many  other  things,  Eufebius  feys, 
•  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  yii.  Cap.  15.  p.  341. 
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weft  related  of  t\ns  'Alhfrtfts  bjjr  thofe  who 
knew  him,  and  who  were'Hvmginhi's  titne*. 

What  GillienttS  might  Aot  iiavc  been  abfe 
to'efFc(5t,  had  hebceneVer  fo  Hvell  xlifpofed-, 
in  favour  of  the  cliriftian  chwch,  Was  done 
by  the  diftra^ions  of  the  empire  in  his  Vetgn  t 
in  which  thofe  who  are  called  the  thirty  tft. 
rants  were  every  where  making  infUtt^iom^ 
and  fetting  up  for  thcmfelvcS.  In  thiS  ftate 
of  peace  the  chriilian  churth,  As  ufual,  IgXtaLtij 
cncrcafed,  numbers .  becoming  every  whei^ 
more  diigufted  with  the  rites  of  paganifm^ 

Thediftra^ions  of  this  time,  and  the  wart 
between  the  Romans  and  the  barbarous  na« 
tions  of  the  North,  in  this  reign,  and  fome 
that  followed,  were  likewifc  emineiitly  fiu 
vourable  to  the  fpread  of  chriftianity^  Fot 
when  a  great  number  of  thefe  northern  na* 
tions  paffed  from  Thrace  into  Afia^  commit- 
ting great  de vacations,  and  carryii^  many 
|)eople  with  them  into  fervitude,  many  of  the 
clergy  and  other  zealous^  chriflians  were 
among  the  captives,  and  exerted  then^elyes 
in  the  converfion  of  the  people  among  whom 
they  were  fettled.  In  confequence  of  thefe 
events  we  find  that,  in  the  time  ofGonftan^. 
tine,  theknowledge  of  chriftianity  was  cx- 
♦  Bufeb.  Hid.  Lib.  vii*  Cap.  i6.  p^  542. 
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teiMied  t^matty  of  tJlefe  matkxaiis^  as  tlrofef>c«* 
yond  the  Hhincw  idoe  Geltas,  tfaeOoths,  and 

Awe]Mft«  im^Ik)  fucocedbdiGidlknus^api^^ 
to  h»fchxn  fttpccftitioiis^  m  he  gave  cmters  for 
ccmfv^ingtlieSybiUiiie  bDoke,  aod  reproached 
the  fenoite  wtdii  their  indi&reoceabcait  that 
matter,  as  if,  fays  he,  they  held  their  conful- 
tations  in  a  chriftian  church,  and  not  in  the 
temple  of  the  gods  ^f*.    He  did  not,  however, 
at  firft  take  any  adtive  part  againft  the  chrif- 
tians;  and  when  he  was  in  the  Eaft,  and  was 
appealed  to  about  the  property  of  the  epifco- 
pd  houfe  at  Aotioch,  ^  condefcended  to 
hear  the  parties,  and  decided  in  favour  of  that 
perfon  to  whom  a  fynod  of  the  neighbour«^ 
ifig  bifliops  h^d  iffigned  it.    '*  Thus,^^  i&yt 
£isfi^us»   '*  wti$  he  afiei^ed  towatds  us'  at 
''ihat  time.    AfterwardJ,  at  the  infttgation 
^*  of  Mhers»  heiiufed  a  perfecutiofi  againft  us, 
*^  ^9hkh  exdted  much  alarm ;  but  he  had  no 
**  fooner  prepared  his  edicJl  for  that  purpofe, 
than  he  d;^  by  a  confptracy  againft  him  in 
the  army^*^    From  thi$  time  to  tl^t  of 
Pio(:le$an  it  does  not  appear  that  there  wa^ 

•  Sozomeni  HJft.  JLib^  ii.  Cap,  6.  p,  52. 
t  Vopifci  Aurel.  Cap.  20.  pt 852. 
.  I  £u£d);  Hift^  Libt  vit.  Cip4  3d.  p.  i^* 
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anyconfidcrablc  pcrfecution  of  the  chtiftians. 
None  is  mentioned  by  Eufebius,  though,  as 
the  laws  againft  them  were  not  repealed,  it  is 
very  probable  that  they  might  fuffer  in  va- 
rious places.  There  are*,  indeed,  accounts  of 
many  m^tyrs  in  the  Martyrology,  but  the 
authority  of  this  work  iVtiot  very  great. 


^mi.  ■■ 


SECTION    III. 

Of  the  Treatment  of  Penitents^  and"  the  Origin 
fff  the  Novatians. 

ON  the  termination  of  the  perfecution  by 
Decius,  we  fee  the  progrefs  that  fuper-. 
fiition  had  made  in  the  minds  of  many  chrif- 
tians.  This  perfecution  h^d  been  preceded 
by  a  longdate  of  comparative  reft,  attended » 
as  has  always  been  the  cafe,  with  a  propor- 
tionable lukewarmnefs  with  refped  to  reli- 
gion; fo  that  when  the  chriftians  wo'e  fud- 
denly  called  upon  to  renounce  their  religion^, 
or  refign  their  poffeffions,  their  liberty,  or 
their  lives^  and  generally  to  fuffer  torture  alfo, 
great  numbers  were  unable  to  ftand  the  trial. 

Some 
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Some  complied  without  much  hefitation  with' 
the  demands  of  the  governors  to  facrifice  to* 
the  heathen  gods;. but  others  thought  to  ia- 
tisfy  their  confciences  by  eluding  thofe  de- 
mands; and  this  they  did  in  various  ways, 
but  more  efpecially  by  procuring,  by  fhtereft 
dr  by  monfey,  certificates  of  their  having  fa- 
crificed,  though  they  had  not  done  it. 

Though  thefe  perfons  had  not  firmnefs 
chough  to  die  for  their  religion,  they  did  not 
therefore  dilbelieveit;  and  mstny  of  them,  when 
they  had  recovered  from  their  firft  confterna- 
tion,and  had  felt  the  pangs  of  remorfe,  openly 
renounced  their  recantations,  or  gave  up  their 
certificates,  and  cheerfully  fuflPered  the  extre- 
mity of  the  law.  And  the  reft,  when  the  dan- 
ger was  over,  cameftly  wiflied  to  be  received 
into  thebofotn  of  the  church  by  fatisfying 
the  demands  of  its  regular  officers,  thinking 
that  their  eternal  falvation  depended  upon  It,  [ 
md  that  without  this  no  repentance,  or  con^ 
ti^ition,  would  avail  them  in  the  fight  of  God. 

According  to  the  eftabli^ed  formsof  church 
difciplinein  thofetimes,  the  peace  ofthechurcb^ ' 
as  it  was  called,  or  a  refl:oration  to  commu- 
nion with  it;  could  not  be  given  to  any  per- 
fon  without  the  iconfent  of  the  bifhqp^  toge- 
ther with  that  of  the  other  clergy  and  the* 

people; 
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people  1  though;  wlseni  the  hiffaoisr  wem  re* 
i^&tdi  their  iaAxmum  would^  naturallijir  be 
veiy  great,  and  aimoft  decifkr.  Hence  thejr 
were  incsflantly  tei^zcAby  the  lapfedt,  andie- 
courfe  was  had.  to  every  poffible  methodiof 
gaining  thfeir  favousi  but  aothing  was^  £»  e& 
fedtual  as  the  recommendiartmn  of  a;  onaityD 
or  a  confeffor;  any-  perlbn  bethgr  tUeni  confii* 
deredaf  a  »wr/Mr  oh  whaihifentence  ofdfeath 
bad  been  pifTed,  efpeeially  i£  lie:had  fiififecsd 
torture,  ,o]}  any  other ipunifhmcsitcjiand  .her^i^sus 
a  cwfeffpr  \v4)0)  hitdiadanoudedgcd:faimfciI£  try 
bo  a.  chriftian  btfore^  at  heslthea  tiribuiial^ 
though  noi  puniikment:  had'  zMaXbyi  foL^ 
lowed.        ' 

The  martyrs  had,,  no:  doubt,,  gisat  meritr;! 
but  in  this  age  Toifiething:  nnift  .fae/dedu6nb 
from-  it  (m  account  of  the:  fupBiftitions  n^ 
fped:  that  was  paid  to  riiooi,.  Thcyrr  woe: 
alinnoft  idoliz^  by/  their  fellow  chrifKansii 
both  before  and  after  their rdeaths:;:  andwlto 
theyrfurvived  torture*,  oi  the;irti4»s,.&cu>tH«5 
homage  that  was  paid  to  tfafaencciosddrjialiiliil 
tOL  hurt  their  minds*  though  thdy  hadi  natit*' 
rally  been  ,eycr  fo  good*  Accardihgly,.mahyr 
of  them  .were  into:^atod  with  the  appdaufr 
which  theyreceivediandofteamddeandmprod' 
per  ufe  of, the  influence  ^ioh  thef  acquired;^ 

But 
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5ut|t)iQHgh.  on  this  account^  the  temper  oE 
mind,  with,  which  fome.  endured  martyrdom 
might,  he  Vjsry  unlike  .that  with  which  Chrift 
fufFer/ed,  apd  ther^^fore  could  not  be  faid  to  be 
aproQf  of  a  truly  chriftian.chafafter,  it  was  ai 
pTfKjfiof  thejr  firm  belief;  of  the  truth  of  chrift 
tiajyitjf,  a^^d:  cc«ifequcntljii  affords  to  u&  the: 
fftipe^etvidfcnccQfit 

J  tihftyiiigigrown  into  )an  /eftabliflied^cpftonn 
t|iai.  thfi  rec^mmtrndatioa  of  aiConf«ffdr»  and^ 
cfpe^i^lly;  th»j:.>Qfia  martyr^  ftlQulfi  cDtitlca«iPy 
I^fotli.^VitboMtf  fwitheri.  enquiry,.  ta,cihTiftw«/ 
comtmmQ^i  the  difeipiinc^ioftthie  cfeurchwa*; 
gr^iMb^ireltiXsdJ  bftr/thfr/i^i^fcicf b  cafe  with/ 
vM^h tjrtjr^jften  granted ctl^eir  ttckcts of) rcn. 
cflwotfend^ioa^*  ThieyiwsiuW  not  only:  givct 
thisiin  ;tQ^.perfOji$.  of  wht^fe  repentance  they/ 
were  not  .well  aiTiiriidi.hwt:  ibcmetkaes  toi  a  pai^ . 
tkuliiri  lieEfcia  land^  lus  r  £rien(ds,  without  diftio^ . 
gul£hin&^ha  they  weie..  SemierhelcMre  thejv) 
died,  would  even  leave  it  in  charge  to?. their/ 
frkndsi  tct^gfaeAithe.pmce  of]tt»  clnifch  Jn 
tfaeif  naiiGLC9  taaU  who^flMuiIdflpplytfoviti  foi 
thtt  ibmiiiVhave  been  thought  that  martyrdom  i 
operatcd(toex|Malj!iitlQtt;fiQi&;of :ot^  as  wcLV 
a£ .thafeiof  the^martyi- himfelf.  Ndy^  it tap^^ 
p^ai^sthlattberdJtiffki^ts  iverefooKietioMS  boughK 
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and  fold,  not  perhaps  in  the  firft  inilance,  but 
hj  thofcto  whom  they  had  been  granted. 

Thefe  abufcs  were  fenfibly  and  ftrenuoufly 
oppofed  by  Cyprian,  who,  from  the  place  of 
his  concealment  in  the  former  perfecution, 
wrote  the  moft  earneft  letters  to  the  niartyrs 
and  confeffors,  to  his  own  clergy,  and  the 
people,  and  alfo  to  the  church  of  Rome,  on 
the  fubjed.  For  the  idea  of  the  neceffity  of 
an  uniform  difcipline  in  all  the  great /ees, 
which  was  produdive  of  much  evil  after- 
wards, was  by  this  time  firmly  eftabliihed; 
fo  that  a  fimple  notification  of  communion 
with  any  one  church,  was  a  fufficient  recom- 
mendation to  any  other;  and  for  the  fame 
reafon  excommunication  from  any  church 
was  an  excommunication  from  them  all ;  dif- 
tant  churches  feldom  thinking  it  neceifaiy  to 
examine  ipto  the  grounds  of  proceeding  in 
other  churches,  as  we  have  feen  in  thecafe  of 
Origen. 

To  oppofe  this  baneful  influence  of  the 
martyrs  and  confeffors,  Cyprian  urged  that 
the  care,  of  the  church  was  committed  by 
^  Chrifl  to  the  apofUes^  and  by  them  to  the  or- 
dinary bifhops  and  /clergy,  who  were  refpon- 
fible  for  their  conduct  in  it ;  and  he  refolutely 
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refiifed  to  receive  i^py  certificates  without  rci» 
ftridiionarid  examiiwitiop,  Ic .:>^s jadmittedp 
however*  by  him,  As  Well  as  by^thers,that  in 
the  article  of  death,  the  badge  of  communion 
ihouldtiot  be  withhdd  from  any  who  had  pro- 
fefled  repentance,  as  it  was  neceiTary  to  their 
dying  in  peace. 

Thefc  laudable  efforts  of  Cyprian  were 
aided,  and  rendered  eflFediuaU  by  letters  from 
the  clergy,  and  even  the  confefrors,.at  Rome, 
addreffed^to  the  church  of  Carthage^  and  to 
Cyprian  himfelf ;  fo  that  we  hear.ho«more  of 
this  grofs  abufe  in  any  fubfequent  perfecution, 
and  probably  it  was  no  where  very  great,  ex* 
cept  in  Africa  only. 

It  is  no  imcommon  thing  for  one  e:?rtreffle 
to  produce  another.  At  the  fame  time  that 
there  were  fo  many  juft  complaint  of  the  re- 
laxation of  difciplihe,  in  confequence  of  the 
improper  interference  of  the  confefTors, 
otheirs'^t  the  head  of  whom  was  Novatus,  a 
prefbytetak  Rome,  and  a  learnedland  refpedk-* 
able  nian,  maintained  that  they  who  had 
apoflatized  ought  not  on  any  terms,  and  whatr 
ever  profeflSons  they  might  make  of  repent- 
ance, be  reflored  to  the  peace  of  the  church*; 
iwl  on*  thijt  principle  he  made  himfelf  the 
*  Eufeb;  Hiit  Lib..yi.  Cap.  43.  p.310. 

VoL.I.  Bb  head 
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famd  of  a 'hew  fe^  <daUed  Garhan\  oti  account 
ortheiV^FC^ft^niiig  grater  p^  than  otfaersl 
This  Tvtel^ttW  liad  lirft  fcparaied  from  thi 
dnjVch'ef  Rcbie^  of  which,  he  was  a  ^pKiby- 
tet,  and  had  procured  hrnafelf«  as  it  is  faid^  to 
beele6(ed  bifliop,  in  opposition  to  Comelitis^ 
whofe  elediion  he  had  oppofed^  and -which  he 
pretended  was  invalid.  However,  he  was 
joined  by  feveral  biihops  in  Italy,  and  byXome 
confeflbrs,.  which  in  that  age  was  deeffted  a 
gDeat  acquiiition  i  but  his  friends  were  oloft 
hnmerousin  Africa,  though  he  did  not  fuc^ 
ceed  in  his  attempts  to  get  the  coricwrence  of 
Gyptian;  : 

In  this  he  failed ,  itn  part  perhaps,  on  account 
of  No^tus  being  joined  by  another  Novatus,  a 
preibyterof  tlie  diurch  of  Cairthage^  who  had 
had  fome  difier^nce  with  Cyprian,  and  who» 
in  oppofition  to  him»  !had  ordained  F^liciili*- 
mus  a  deacon^  in  afeparate  congregation  in 
whiokhe  prefided.  For  this,  andother  Qifimes 
Which  v^e  laid  to  hts  charge,  bitf;  Qf:which 
lio  proof'  appears,  Cyprian  propoied  ta  have 
him  ttdcommunicated^  but  the  breaking  o^t 
ef  the  perfecution  put  a  ftop  to  the  proceeds 
ings.     '      '     ''  .     .'-, 

.  Inthe  abTence  of  Cyprian,  Novates  and 
FelicLfliinys  ilfcngtheiied  their  party  againfl 
i  1  .*   j.-fcim. 
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him^  ftiid  though  at  hk  return  h<?  ptocured  the 
expuMlon  of  Feiidflimus  and  his  friends  r 
they,  defpiifing  the  feiitence,  formed  a  mw 
tihurdh^irt  Catthagc,  an<f  chofe  for  the  hifhb^ 
orie  iPortunatfls,  a  prcfbyier  whd  had  feefen  in-; 
ckd^din  the  fentence  cff  ekconimuni6ation*;^ 
We  do  not;  however,  heaf  anjr  thing  more  of 
this  fchifitt,  and  probibly  thofe  of  whom  it 
confifted  joitied  t?he  party  of  the  Roman  iSfo- 
vatus,'Whofe  difciplefe  foon  formed  fcparatc 
churches  in  all  patts  of  the  chriftiari  world. 

To  diccidc  concefning  him  ^nd  his  princi- 
i)lcs,,a  fynod  was  called  at  Rome,  confining 
of  fixty^  bifliops,  and  a  nriuch  gttM^t  nimik>tr 
of  tbe  inferiof  detgyi  and  in  thi6  Noyatuar 
and  his  party  were  excotftmutiicated,  and  hi« 
opinioa  GondctxMaed*^  A  fynod  was  alfo  held 
W  .Carthage  oh  the  fame  fiibjeift,  in  which 
Cyprian  prqfidfed  i  anid  in  this  the  fent*nce  of 
tjbe  fynod  at  Kome  Was  bonfirmedi  and  par-;^ 
ticular  roles  were  agreed  upon  relating  to  the 
admiffion  t)f  pewitcnts,  according  to  thena- 
twe  and  degreed  of  theit  guilt ;  and  amiong 
thefe  |t  ^)va$  detsefcminedj  that  the  clergy  ^hd 

*  Thefe  ps^rticulirs  of  the  proceedings  iii  Africa,  1 
take'frbrri  ^loilleim  (De  Rebus  ChriftianofumAnteGon- 
ftaminum,  p.  497»  ^c.)  who  coikSed  tli«m  from  the 
letters  of  Cypriarr,  and  who  does  not  altogether  approve 
the  conduct  of  this  bifliop  in  the  bufinefs, 

Bha  had 
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had  apoftatized  in  the  time  of  perfecution, 
ihould  only  be  reftored  to  communion  as  lajr* 
men. 

Eufebius  gives  us  <m  this  occafion  a  letter 
from  Cscilius  to  Fabius,  bifhop  of  Antioch, 
in  which  he  draws  a  moft  frightful  pidure  of 
Novatus,  and  of  his  condud:,  in  procuring  him^ 
felf  to  be  eleded  bifhop,  and  the  method  he 
took  to  keep  his  friends  attached  to  him; 
t)Ut  it  has  too  much  the  appearance  of  ih- 
veAive  and  calumny.  As  the  Novatians 
boafted  that  the  founder  of  their  fed  was  a 
martyr,  it  is  probable  that  he  was  one,  and 
that  he  fufFered  in  the  reign  of  Valerian,  ds 
Csscilius  his  opponent,  did  in  the  time  of 
Gallus*. 

By  tjiis  letter  it  appears  that  there  were  in 
the  church  of  Rome  at  this  time  forty-four 
prefbyters,  feven  deacons,  as  many  fub-dea- 
cons,  and  fifty-two  officers  of  inferior  kinds, 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  widows, 
fick  perfons,  or  pogr,  who  were  maintained 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  church;  and  the  com- 
mon people  are  faid  to  be  innumerable  •!•. 

*  CyprianiEp.  p.  i8i.  Socratis  Hift.  Lib.  iv.  €ap. 
28-  p.  250. 
t  Eufeb.Hift.  Lib.  vi.  Cap.  43.  p*  310. 

There 
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There  is  alio  in  £u£d>ias  an  excellent  letter 
of  Dionyiius  bifhop  of.  Alexandria  to  Nova« 
tuSt  reproving  him  for  making  a  fchifm  in 
the  churchy  and  exhorting  him  to  reftore  its 
union  ^.  In  another  letter  he  condemns  the 
harfhnefs  of  Novatns  and  his  friends,  efpe- 
cially  with  refpedl;  to  their  treatment  of  pe« 
nitehts^  and  their-  rebaptizing  thofe  who 
quitted  the  communion  of  the  catho}ic  church 
to  join  them,  as  if  their  former  baptifm  had 
becnof  noeffcdlrfr;       .m 

It  nuiil  be  obferved  ^  however,  e  that  the 
Novatian^  di4  not :  maintain  thzt  all  thofe 
who  had  once  apoiktized>  wpuld  be!  ex)duded 
from  heaven.  Onthe-cpntrlrytr  they  aicou« 
raged  their  repentance^^  but  left  them  ^  the 
judgnxent  of  God,  keeping  their  own  diurch 
pure  from  fo  great  a.  ftaitl-  as  thejr  covifidered 
apoftacy,  and  probably  Other  gre^t  offences  to 
be*  They  alfo  thought  that  no  other  church 
could  be  deemed  pure,  or  its  ordinances  valid » 
which  admitted  fuirh  improper  meitibers.  It 
is  very  poffible,  therfefdre,  that  many  per*, 
fons  of  the  moft  exemplary  piety  and  virtue 
might  chufe  to  join  a  church  which  profeffcdi 
fuch  great  llridtneis. 

*  Eufeb.  Hift.  lib.  vi.  Cap;  4^.  p.  3 18. 
f  Ibid.  Lib.  vii.  C^.  8.  p.  32b. 
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Tftd.fttift  of'  NoTOifiiiks  Continued  «itt  After 
the  MSiddleidf  che'4ifth  peiltury,  and  theif 
maxiiavbf  rfihafptlstng  thofe.ivbo  joined  them 
ffom  6thcff'  cfaurches»  w».  adopted  by  the 
Domti^i^Cypiizn  and  the  biflaops  ofAtiicsL 
had  nareiibn  to  ciomplaiiii  pf  the  Novations 
for  #d)apti»iiigthdfewhR  ^joined  them  fitom 
pther  churchcf;  &hi3f  they  had  givenit  ,a$  their 
fblenin  oj;sidion  that  a)l  fae|ietic$  ihotdd  be  re<- 
hapltiiscdvpaiH  iiiiee  ths  Nqvatiansiwcife  confix, 
dered  as  heretics  by  the  c^t^atic$vthcy  would, 
nd^d(&ubt, <<roniider: rJ!fbm:m  the fameLight / 

iTkeilquisiiiton Jabdtit?  rebapt&jsingrhaYties 
ivas.ia^.!tiBd  lilcfy/tiinei^atJ^ctated^nwithr! great 
eaitieidn^fs'i;!,  Afikabp  add  i:  council i  dn^  the 
fubjedt  ivadheldiat  .G^h^iA^  Di  zh^. .  In 
this  Cypvfan  prdfid^^^^nd  ijt  w&i  todyntmoufly 
detehitexl  tbdt  tb«  bflipf  iftn  of  heiietics.fiMMki 
be  conirdewd'.aSi  if(^H<fai8f»d  i$.4hi?'  heS  had 
thc.':don€iitwa/?e oflJ^ifsiailli^;  and  itfobably 

iti  ^i.c^^Hk^y^  at  k<?oij|ift  in  Phrygian  conr 
iiflipgpf .tte:  b»<hop4!  ?^ ,<Pralatia,  Cihcia,  and 
the:  iRei^b!auMng/f jrpyiw^s,  agreed  tb^t  he. 
ketieifltpriW;tWtA>ft«?pejyj5^  into  the  church 
without  being  rebaptizecUj  Thi^  vrP  l^am 
fj^qm  the  epiftle  qf  f  ii:iw[li3R  i^  the  works  of 
^      '  i.Cypnwi- 
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Crpriati'^;  Tofliiewnthat  baj)U£(ri.m  all  tK^ 
ufualifbrottscduklii^  zlyrayshtixk^aAtVed:  i^ 
vUldi  oi  have  theofifelflsof  afcal^barpebifm;  he 
m^itroii&a  cafe .a£! its  bemgl^dinih^Sberedlqr 
a  woman  outiof  Iter  feaRiSfSOiftms.hixihoughP, 
a^uated  by  a  dsemona,  probably'  ^ne  orthe 
Monitbnifts.whawate.often  coftfiderpd  in  that 
light::  **  Could  the  remiffion  of  fins  andrcb 
*'  gefi«rationi"  :hi;  £Lys^  "  be  given  byfudi 
.**  lb  hipiidn.**  4a  this  we  fee  the^  fiit>eT{ti^ 
tiortof  fhis  gdod-itiaiHartd&f  thedknesJ  - 
«  in  this  e^i^le  FirE^Iiatl  anfWeis  wUarfaad 
httik  ^tlegbd'by  i^^hen  bifho^  of  Ronici 
who  tibt  '6n)y  o^pb^d: ~ thlt'ltfh^pthkig  of 
hei<^iii8v'but'))a<fi8itdo¥»miitite&ted-^e  Afrit. 
ca^;chUrtHes-  fo^  d^^^^  itf  ,^^d'4i6!a|l^«efi 
iimbng  other  thiiigsf  that  the  chdiih'bl  libmb 
featfiibt  in  all  thih'|^lic!pt  to  tht  kttfcieht  a^ 
Sii^ftJlicil  ptadfteff;  'is  with '  rdFtJdfl:  to  tKfc 
celebr&ttibn  of  l^afftt  and  othefthiAgs;  ^  ^'^ 
^)«f?a-w^rd6  it'ciihe  to  be  'a ^cSJWd  maxima 
»ff-=tas  cfefirrfifcd'by  tlie  coun  bf  Nice; 
Thiit  if  thfe  heretics"Md  uie^  <hfr  tjroper'fontt 
bf  bi(ptifini  ^at  •  is;  it-  they  had  baptized  fh 
tWrimne of iht  'l^aiVef^' the  Sbnl  andth^tiofy 

<".   no:;!J   -.    '.i     .'••;  '.'!   \  ::  :  )'.i-  .     .  '.'<  1   :.i 

.:?J%>JhJP'*aj'.-,.  .•:,/r.;.7    •  •  ..  ^:;,..  i  :.•   =  .t.     . 
t  Rumpens  acLvetfus  was  pacem,  Cypnani  QpcFa,  p. 
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Gbqfi^  kiihould  bb  dednncd  Valid,  and  there* 
fore  ihould  not  beTepeatcd ; .  it  being  thought 
impious  to  Ueat  a  real  fadranient;  as  if  it  had 
tub  virtiibdhitj:f^ch  wasthefuperftitioii  with 
which  this  rifeCeWas  then  confidored. 
..  This  opinion,  hpwcnBcc  .was  not  always 
ftble  togive  fatisfadiion-ta  perfofis  of  a  timor- 
^us^  difpofitioni  who:  werci]  afbdd  the^  bad 
ittoti  reiteived  the  tri^e  b)apil!irti).  Dionyfins 
of  Alexandria  defcribes;  a  Icafe  of  this  kiad^ 
with  refpcdliHo  ^hiph.  he  appe^ft  not  to 
}AYejknjow.n.Kow  to.a^,  in  a.  letter  tpXiftu^ 
jbiihop  d£  Roriie»'  A  l^cribn  whq^hd^  h^en 
hapjia«4i:by  fftmerheflBtiQ^  (pf  what^^po^i- 
jiatfcn Jft  npt  .Ri^ntione^i^pfiplied  tp  hifl>.  ^^  be 
f^bapti8*li,Wi^ngthaifl|pl()t  fapieft;  entfeatics 
for  that  ip\xr9f>i^; .  an^^.^jhcHigh  ^  he  tpld  him 
jth^t|ie.cqHld,390tfegul|uJi^^^  9/i3d  that  in 

his  opinion  fhccpn^mu^^  of  the  Lor4*s 
fupper,  tp,  wWch  ^  ^^^  be  adniitted, 
might f^ijs^,hini,  he,  ^\)v^i  t|i9-gifeatcft 
Idrpad  of  |Comniunica(;ingi  j|i  ^pfe  circumt- 
ftances,  ^ftn^  of  ^  urmf^^xhyp^trfmsm^^ 
^tionfed  by  |^a^,,who^^^;7^l^r;)?i;  damnation  to 
fbemfehes,^^  It  was.  even  w^th.  great  difficulty 
that  this  pcrlon  could  *be  prevailed  upon  to 
attend  the  prayers  which  gccorajttni^^  the 
celebration  ot  the  cucWrift,  Pionyfius  vitjm^ 
/.      ■•  !    •  ?t  to 
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to  thd  bifltop  -of  Rome,  to  know  what  he 
Should  do  ia'fUch  a  cafe  as  this*.  What  an- 
swer Xifttis  rdtumed,  does  not  appear.  In- 
deed, I  do'nbt  fee  how  they  could  fatisfy  the 
fcruples  of  this  lAan,  in  whofe  mind  the  opi« 
iiiotls  of- divines,  and  even  of  councils,  feems 
to  have  had  1>tit  little  weight. 

There  \jrefe' two  cafes  refpedting  the  bap- 
tifm  of'feefetfcs,  cine  that  of  thofe  who  had 
always  ¥een  fuch,  and  the  other  that  of  thoft 
•'who  ha3  left  the  catholic  church,  to  join  anf 
lieretical  •  focjety  5  and  tq  the  former  more 
favour  was  fliewii  than  to  the  latter.  But 
Dibnyfiu^fays,  he  had  learned  of  his  prede- 
ceflbr  Keraclas,  to  receive  both  without  re- 
bapli^itig ;  becaufe  they  had  already  received 
the  Holy  Spirit  -ff  as  if  that  was  the  necefTarf 
confequcnce  of  baptifm  in  the  proper  foitn. 
At  the  fame  time,  this  excellent  man  repre^ 
fents  the  decifionof  the  African  churches  as 
no  new  thing,  but  as  the  fame  with  that  of 
the  churches  of  Alia  at  Icenium  and  Synnada» 
long  before ;  and  feems  to  intimate*  that  what 
had  ionce  been  fettled  on  a  fubjed:  of  this  na» 
tare,  in  any  place,  ihould  not  be  altered,  quot* 

'   •  Eufcb.  Hift.  Lib.vii.  Cap.  9.  0.329. 
"^  f  Some  MSS,  have  not  the  word  j^mr ;  and,  accost- 
ing to  them,  Dionyfius  only  faid,  that  they  had  already 
received  ihfify,  or  true  baptifm. 
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ingtbclaw  ofMofes^  I'hon  Jh^lt  m  rm^nm 
ibe  hnd^mark;  ^tleaft,.  ihaf'they  fhould  ooit 
\k  difturbed.  by  other>  chm^l]^  on  that  ^^ 
cdunt*.  This  wasa^ing  with;  tfc?  mode-^ 
fMion  of  a  chriftian^:tii)d  a.  JoVfi"  of  peace; 
Jerom  reprefents  httn  ad  agreeirtgiin  opiiMoii 
with  Cyprian  and  the  African  chqjipches^ 
^  Ail  the  ecclefidlical  hiftoii^ns  n)akc  ^reat 
lamentations  on  account  of  the  fc^ifn^i  4:hat 
w^sjnade  in  the  chriftian  chu^^qh^hy^the  No^ 
yatians,  whofe  difference  fron^  |h<|  ^athoHcs 
f efpe<^ed  matters  of  difcipliuq  <?nly .  \^  On  the 
cc^trarj)  I  canno|  \it\g  thinking  ,^h^tjhi$ 
breach  in  the  unitjf  o^the  chriftian  jchurch  in 
tl^t^gge,  and  other  ijfnil^r  breaches  ^t  other 
tiroep^.have  had  a  veryJbappyje|rc4Ji:.Hponth* 
wholc-c  •  '^  .i  ■....^,'  AAi  ••:  -•;..  ;  ^) 

. .  rBefides . piomoting^  free  inqpuijTf  > and  jdifr 
CMflipn,  without  which  noiubje^'i^an  be  well 
imderllood,  and  Which  is  neciiffiiiV  *q  give  a 
general  confidence  in  what  ihalL^be:  after* 
wiards  acquicfccdiio^  fefts  weto  Aef  meao$  4£ 
pitvetiting  thatlecvierbearin^  ztuhptit^  which« 
^he  whole  chriftilan:  church  utiited;;  could  not 
htcm  failed  bhkve;  and  wihich,i'flfi there /had 
been  no  plac?  qf  retreat  fro^i  it$  power,  would 
Jiave  htm  infapportaWe.    Wbat  would  hav» 
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beeritheitPlfor  of  an  excommunication  from 
iiuth  a  cifeut^h,  and  how  would  it  have  been 
poffibk.to  correct  any  abufe  rin  fgch  circuii>» 
fiances  ?)M  .  -> 

That  fi^fOilies  and  fiends  ihould  have  been 
diividcd,  4dd  that  thof^  divjiions  ihould  havQ 
been  the:mu(^  of  fo  lAucK  anini|ofity  as  oftet^ 
todkpJace  on  tbcfe  occafions^  is,  no  doubt,  to 
be  Umentedi  But  this:  was  ah  evil  that  did 
not  neceffarily  arife  from  fefts  ia  religion^ 
but  onlyrifrom  that  unreafonable  fpirit  of  bi^ 
gotry  in :  men,  which  could  not  bear  with  par 
tience  that  others  fhould  think  or  adt  differ- 
ently from  them ;  that  very  bigotry,  which  a 
number  of  fedls,  and  4heir  neceflary  confe- 
quences,  can  alone  cure,  Private  animofity 
was  an  evil  infeparable  from  the  promulga- 
tion of  chriftianity  itfdf;and  wa*  diftindly 
foretold  by  o,ur  Saviour. 

The  excellent  character  of  many  of  the 
Novatian  bifhops,  we  fhall  find  to  have  been 
of  great  ufe  in  exciting  the  emulation  of  the 
catholic  biihops,  and  in  checking  that  abui^ 
of  power^  and  Qthe»  irregularities,  which 
would  have;^ifgmced  chriftianity  infinitely 
more  than.thefe  divifions  which  are  fo  much 
complained  of.  The  fchifm  nrvade  by  Luther, 
fo  much  oppofed  and  lamented  at  tl^e  time, 
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has  been  a  means  of  reforming  the  church  of 
Rome  itfelf  I  and  the  benefit  which  the  efta-f 
blifhed  church  of  England  derives  from  the 
Diifenters  is  too  apparent  to  be  denied  by  any 
man  of  cool  obfervation.  It  has  been  acknow- 
ledged  by  the  Engliih  clergy  themfelves.  But 
cccleliaftical  hiftorians  hav^been  ibruck  with 
the  immediate  and  temporary  evih  arifing 
from  the  divifion  of  the  chriftian  church  by 
numerous  fe£ts  and  parties,  and  have  riot 
fufficiently  reflcdled  on  the  more  remote,  but 
neceffary,  and  highly  beneficial  ufes  of  them. 


SECTION    IV. 

Of  the  Origin  of  the  Monks. 

THE  perfccution  of  Decius^  which  fell 
piarticularly  heavy  on  Egypt,  gave  occa- 
Con  to  the  rife  of  another  fpccies  of  fuper- 
ftition^  which  from  fmall  beginnings  ex- 
tended itfelf  over  the  whole  chriftian  world, 
and  which,  with  fome  good,  was  produ<aive 
of  much  evil,  fo  as  to  make  a  very  important 
period  in  the  hiftory  of  the  chriftian  church. 

I  mean 
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I  mean  that  fpccies  of  fupcrftition,  under  the 
influence  of  which  perfonshave  thought  there 
was  a  real  merit  in  bodily  aufterity,  and  in 
excluding  themfelves  from  the  common  com- 
forts and  enjoyments  of  life,  efpecially  in 
leading  fingle  lives,  and  being  in  all  refpecSs 
as  far  removed  as  poflible  from  all  commerce 
with  the  world. 

It  is  evident  that  nothing  of  this  kind  was 
prefcribed  by  Chrift,  or  the  ipoftles.  Every 
perfon  is  by  them  fuppofed  to  live  in  fociety, 
and  is  exhorted  to  do  the  duties  of  it,  and  to 
be  uieful  in  it.  Celibacy  is,  indeed,  recom- 
mended by  the  apoftle  Paul,  but  only  for  pru- 
dential reafons,  as  fubjeding  men  to  lefs  in- 
convenience in  time  of  difficulty  and  perfecu- 
tion ;  and  the  fiate  of  marriage  is  always 
fpoken  of  as  honourable.  Nor  does  it  appear 
that,  even  in  this  age,  any  chriftian  adopted 
this  new  mode  of  life  on  the  principles  on 
which  it  was  recommended  afterwards.  The 
firft  hermits  were  men  who  had  been  driven 
by  perfecution  to  a  diftance  from  cities;  and 
being  obliged  to  conceal  themfelves  in  defcrl 
places,  far  from  hunian  fociety,  but  being 
able  to  fubfift  (either  from  the  natural  fruits 
6f  the  ground,  their  own  labour,  or  the  cha- 
rity of  others)  they  by  degrees  acquired  a  fond- 
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ncfs  ft*  it ;  and  their  fatigfadioA  in  it  Would, 
no  doubt,  be  increafed  by  the  tdCpoO:  that  waft 
t»aid  them»  on  account  of  their  great  fanc-<> 
fity,  as  men  who  had  abandoned  the  world » 
and  all  the  enjoyments  of  it,  for  the  fake  of 
religion  ;  fo  that  they  were  ccmfidered  in  the 
fame  light  as  martyrs  and  confeflbrs  ;  and 
fuch  feme  of  them  were.  The  fame  idea  of 
fandity  was  by  degrees,  transferred  to  thofe 
wbochofe  the  fociety  of  the  original  hermits^ 
who  relieved  their  wants  in  their  rigid  mode 
of  life  j  and  were  induced  to  adopt  the  fame 
themfelvcs.  At  firft  alfo  they  did  not  make 
any  vows,  by  which  they  bound  themfelves 
cither  to  live  fihgle  lives,  or  renounce  thfe 
Wbrld  in  any  refpeift ;  but  they  mixed  with 
it,  whenever  they  thought  they  could  do  it 
with  fafety  to  themfelves,  or  advantage  to 
others. 

Befides  the  habit  of  living  in  folitude^  to 
which  the  chriftians  were  driven  by  perfe^ 
cution,  fome  maxims,  which  had  their  origin 
in  heathenifm,  greatly  contributed  to  recom- 
mend this  auftere  mode  of  life.  The  doftrine 
of  a  foulf  as  an  immaterial  iitbftance  diftindt: 
from  the  body,  and  capable  of  fubfifting  in  a 
ftate  of  much  greater  perfedlion  and  happi- 
nefs  without  it^  which  was  firft  adopted  by 
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fhe  headiqa  philoibphers,  was  by  this'  time 
almoft  univeiially  received  among  chriftians  i 
and  fromthiis  fruitful  principle,  among  other 
confcquences  highly  unfavourable  to  genuine 
chriftianity,  there  foon  arofe  the  idea  ofen- 
deavcniriflg  to  detach  the  foul  from  the  body 
as  much  as  poffibk,  even  during  their  con- 
laexion*  which  was  alw2^y$  thought  to  be  un-* 
favourable,  to  the  fpiritual  part  of  man,  and 
nepeffarily  to  contaminate  it.  Every  thing; 
therefore,  which  tended  to  reconcile  the  foul 
to  its  flefhly  tabernacle,  fuchas  fenfual  indul- 
gences.of  all  kinds,  even  thofe  which  had  al- 
ways beai  deemed  innocent,  was  to  be  care- 
fully avoided.  Whatever  tended  to  mortify 
the  body  wjis  conceived  to  be  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  foul ;  and  the  ftate  the  neareft  tq^ 
this  ideal  perfection  was  thought  to  be  that 
in  which  Jife  could  be  fuppojrted  with  the 
feweft  enjoyments,  or  corporeal  gratifications, 
pffffiblp.  Even  thofe  of  the  eye  and  the  ear, 
which  were  always  deemed  to .  be  the  moft 
fefined  of  corporeal  pleafures,  were  repro- 
bated. 

!,  At  the  fame  time  that  the  ancient  heathen 
rcligiqns  allowed,  upon  fome  occafions,  the 
grofleilJoifual  indulgences,  in  other, cafes 
they  impofed  s^  of  the  greateft  rigour,  and 
u  required 
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required  the  moft  coftly  facriHccs;  fomcof 
their  gods  being  of  fuch  a  difpoiition,  that  it 
was  thought  nothing  elfe  would  conciliate 
them.  Hence  many  of  the  heathen  priefts, 
who  devoted  themfelves  to  the  peculiar  fer-' 
vice  of  thefe  gods,  fubmitted  to  great  morti- 
fications, as  fading,  &c.  and  performed  upon 
themfelves  the  moft  painful  operations,  fuch 
as  cutting  their  flefh,  &c.  to  fay  nothing  of 
their  human  facrifices,  and  the  moft  fhocking 
cruelties  committed  upon  others.  Some  of 
the  male  priefts  caftrated  themfelves,  and  the 
women  devoted  themfelves  to  a  ftatc  of  vir- 
ginity. All  thefe  things  had  been  deemed 
adts  of  heroifm,  and  without  the  leaft  regard 
to  moral  virtue,  had  been  thought  to  recom- 
mend men  to  the  favour  of  the  gods. 

In  thefe  things,  unfortunately,  the  chrif- 
tians  vied  with  the  heathens,  being  aftiamed 
not  to  be  able  to  make  as  great  facrifices  to 
true  religion,  as  any  perfons  had  ever  done 
to  falfe  ones.  Hence  feme  chriftian  hermits 
fcemed  to  have  emulated  the  feverities  of  the 
Indian  Faquirs,  making  a  merit  of  the  mere 
enduring  of  p^in,  and  of  the  renunciation  of 
all  the  comforts  and  enjoyments  of  life. 

Laftly,  the  Pythagorean  and  Platonic  pbr- 
lofophers,  whofc  writings  the  learned  chrif- 
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tians  chiefly  fttidicd,  thought  that,  by  the 
force  of  contemplation,  they  could,  iii  a  great 
meafure,  detach  the  foul  from  the  body,  and 
tlius  re-afccnd  to  that  ftate  of  union  with  GoJ^ 
which  all  fouls  Were  fuppofed  to  have  had 
before  they  were  feparated  from  that  one 
great  fource  ofintcnigence,  and  in  which  they 
exped:ed  to  be  abforbed,  after  undergoing  a 
flat?  of  difcipline  in  this  lower  world j  and 
the  reveries  they  naturally  fell  into  in  a  ftate 
of  long  filence  and  folitude>  to  which,  for  this 
purpofe,  they  fometimes  gave  themfelves  up 
(a  ftate  in  which  they  were  hardly  fenfible  of 
the  prefencc  of  any  material  objects)  they 
imagined  to  be  this  detached  and  exalted  con- 
dition of  the  .foul,  fuch  as  it  would  attain  to 
in  an  unembodied  ftate. 

Chriftians  deeply  tinctured  with  thefe  no- 
tions, thought  that  prayer  v^ould  greatly  aflift 
in  this  grand  operation^  and  do  more  for  them 
than  mere  meditation  could  for  the  heathen 
philofophcrs.  Hence,  to  the  moft  mortified 
ftate  that  the  body  could  bear>  they  added  the 
mental  exercifes  of  inceftant  meditation  and 
prayer;  ^ndthis  indolent  contemplative  mode 
of  life  they  imagined  to  be  the  moft  perfed: 
that  human  nature  was  capable  of  in  this 
world. 

Voi..t  Cc  But 
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But  as  it  was  necelTary  for  the  prefervation 
of  mankind,  that  fome  perfons  fhould  many, 
and  do  the  common  offices  of  human  life, 
and  therefore  thefe  things  could  not  be  abfo* 
lately  faid  to  be  finful,  chriftians  followed  the 
heathen  philofophers  in  adopting  the  idea  of 
two  claffes  of  men^  the  operative^  and  the  rwi- 
umplativ€y  and  of  the  great  inferiority  of  the 
former  to  the  latter.  Thofe  perfons  who 
perfornned  thefe  common  offices  of  life,  and 
partook  of  the  common  enjoyments  of  it, 
feeling  a  natural  reluftance  to  the  idea  of 
abandoning  them,  were  eafily  led  to  form  the 
idea  of  the  fuperiw  eodcellence^  as  well  as  of  the 
•  greater  difficulty^  of  a  ftate  of  mortificaticm, 
and  were  glad  to  minifter  to  all  the  wants  of 
the  contemplative  order  of  chriftians,  from 
the  benefit  they  bo^d  to  derive  from  their 
prayers,  which  they  condtived  to' be  far  more 
meritorious  and  ef]^<^lial'than  their  owt). 
•  Thus  did  heathen  «>axims,  in  the  moft 
fpecious  and  leaft  frifpedked  manner,  intro- 
duce them  felves  into  fchriftianity,  ihd-  clebafe 
the  genuine  fpirit  of  it;  and  by  this  means 
were  men  gradually  led  to  place  the  greateft 
merit  in  things^  that  bad  na  relation  to  moral 
virtue.  And  what  wasi  of  ftill  worfc  confe^^ 
quence,  mankind  having,  as  they  thought, 
"     .  I     -  .        -.  this 
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this  fiire  way  oft  makfeig  thcmfelves  acceftt*^ 
^le  to'^God,  w«e  too  apt  to  hegled  any 
othefr  and  even  ^trhought  to  make  atonement 
for  their  vices  by  thofc  atiftcrities,  or  thofc 
donations  which  were  thought  tp  be  equiva- 
lent to  them.  For  it  has  been  univetfally 
obferv^ed,  that  the  prevalence  of  fuperftition 
has  always  been  attended  With  a  proportional 
difregard  of  motfai  virtue. 

The  duties  of  fuperftitioii  ha^Ve  ^this  to  re^ 
commend  them,  that  it  is  eafily  knowrt  When 
they  are  difcharged )  whereas  the  moral  im- 
proveraient  of  the  temper  and.difpofitiotr  of 
mind  is  a  lefs  definite;  ahd  itiore  uncertaih 
thing,  fo  as  to  bckfs  eafily  eftittiated.  And 
when  a  man  is  perfoaded  that  he  can  fecure 
his  future  falvation  by  failing,  by  penance, 
or  by  money,  he^  will  generally  acquiefce  in 
it,  rather  than  have  recourfe  to  that  conftant 
attention  to  his  heart  and .  life,  which  true 
chriftianity  requires  j 

Notwithftariding  this  injury  done  to  chtif* 
tianity  by  the  maxims  of  heathenlfm^  there, 
was  fomething  in  it,  and  infeparable  from  it, 
which  prcferved  it  from  that  de|>lorably 
ivrctched  aad  contemptible  ftate  in  which 
mere  heathenifm  left  men.  Moral  precepts, 
iCfpecially  thofe  of  humility,  meeknefs,  bene^ 

C  c  a  volence^ 
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volcncc,.  and  heavenly  mmdcdnefs,  arc  lb 
frequently  inculcated  in  tlic  gofpel,  that  they 
tould  not  be  wholly  overlooked.  Confe- 
quently,  almoft  all  the  orders  of  monks,  not- 
withftanding  the  time  they  gave  to  meditation 
and  prayer,  and  the  feverities  they  exercifed 
upon  themfelvcs,  praiStifed  fomc  adjts  of  benc-^ 
ficence,  and  ftudicd  to  be  ufefulto  the  world; 
not  to  obferve  that  their  reading  of  the  fcrip- 
tures,  arid  prayers,  together  with  their  habi-* 
tual  endeavours  to  raife  their  minds  above 
this  world,  and  to  prepare  themfelves,  in  their 
way,  for  another  (about  which  the  heathens 
knew,  nothing  at  ail)  would  render  them,  per- 
fonally  confidered,  fuperior  characters  to  any 
that  mere  hcathcnifm  could  produce.  And, 
indeed,  it  is  evident  that,  in  the  early  ages 
(in  the  middle  ages  too,  and,  I  believe, 
at  the  prefent  time  alfo)  the  generality  of 
monks,  notwithfianding  the  fadtiotis  difpo- 
fition  of  fome,  and  the  hypocrify  and  fecret 
fenfuality  of  others,  have  lived  very  innocent 
lives,  and  many  of  them  highly  ufeful  bnc% 
.efpccially  by  their  application  to  Ikeratur^. 

For  it  muft  not  be  forgotten,  that  it  is  to 

^  the  monks  that  we  are  indebted  for  a  great 

part  of  what  now  remains  of  the  learning 

of  the  ancients..  The  northern  nations,  which 

over- 
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bvcnvhelmed  the  Roman  fempirc,  had  been 
preyioufiy  converted  to  chtiftianity ;  and  the 
refpciSt  which  thiejr  had  for  .moftks  and  mo- 
nafteries,  madcthofe  pfecf?s  a(  valuable  and 
happy  afylum  for  letters.  It  was  alio  happy 
that,  in  a  time  of  fuch  general  confufion  as 
that  in  which  all  the  ftates  in  Europe  were 
for  feveral  centuries  involved,  there  was  any 
place  of  fafe  retreat  for  thofe  who  were  dif- 
guded  with  the  world,  and  wiftied  to  retire 
from  it,  whether  they  were*driven.  thither  by 
ir^'morXe  for  theiic  Own  crimes,  or  by  the  vio- 
Icfljee'of  others.   ;  \ 

The  firft  hefcjjiits  that  we  read  of  w^rc  fomc 
ivho  took  refuge^  in  jLJpper  Egypt,  or  The- 
bais,  during  the  perfc^cution  of  Decius^  re- 
mote from.  Alexandria  and  the  fea^cqaft;  and 
one  Paul  is  mentioned^  as  a  perfon  who  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  the  moft  by  hi$.  folitary 
life  in  that  ,country .  It  is  faid  by  Jerom,  who 
writes  his  life,  that  being  heir  to  a  great  pa-^ 
trimony,  his  fifter*s  huiband,  in  order  to  get 
pofTcflion  of  it,  informed  againft  him,  and 
that  upon  this  he  flecl  to  the  moiintainous  ^ 
parts  of  Thebais,  where  he  was  f^fe  from  his 
purfuers.  This  place,  however,  he  quitted 
feveral  times ;  but  at  length,  finding  a  .con- 
venient cavern  inaTock^he  lived  there  ninety 
<^C3  ycars^ 
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years,  dying  at  the  age  of  one  himdredrand 
thirteen.'  We  (hall  ha^c  occafion  jmough  to 
fpeak  of  the  followers  of  this  Paul  in  the.  iiic^ 
(ceding  periods  of  (his  hiftor  j«        .    >: 


w 


SECTION     V.      : 

Of  Unitarianifm  iri  this  Perioi.   . 

E  have  feet!  thdt  Utok^anifm  was  th^ 
belief  of  all  the  chriftian^ot^cl  dnrifig 
thfrage  of  the  apdftfe$,  and •  till  the  'time  of 
Juftin  Martyr,  when  hpi  itid  fom^j  oilier  jPkir 
tbriic  pftilofophers,  being  Converted  to  chrif- 
tianityv  mixed  their  pe<2uliar  notions  witli  it. 
In  this  they  a^icd  with  perfe<a  integrity, 
though  tbty  were,  np  doubt,  Ual&d  more 
th^n  they  thdmfelves  Were  a  Ware  of,  by  the 
flattering  idea  of  reprefmting .  their  religion 
to  th^mfelves,  and  others v  in  a  more^refpeift-T 
able  li^  than  that  of  the  dodtr^iitf  of  a  man: 
who  hid  'be«eti  Crucifiedl  '  They  therefore  held 
that  Chrift  was  n6f  a  mere  n>an,  but  that  thei 
fogos,  A^' power  and  \(^i(clom  of  the  one  f«- 
preimte  Gdd,  had  been,  in  fome  irieflfable  man- 
ner, fetoitwd  fV<wn  J*"?  fp  fts  to  become  a 

*^    .       ^         diftin^ 
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diftiiid  perfon ;  and  that  this  logos  was  fo 
united  to  Jefus»  that  by  virtue  of  it  he  was 
intitled  to  the  a|i^pelI&tion  of  God. 
V  Still,  however,  not  to  alarm  the  commoA 
people,  who  juftly  dreaded  the  dodirine  of 
n  feamd  God^  they  alwayi  fpoke  of  Chrift, 
though  a  God,  yet  as  greatly  inferior  to  the 
Fath^iTf  as  having  derived  every  thing  from 
him,  who  was  alqne  ,[aiwf;6®"]  without  mgin^ 
and  intirely  fubfervient  to  his  will.    They 
were  ^Ifo  far  from  molefting  the  common 
people,  who  retained  the  plain  dodlrine  of 
one  Gad»  and  who  confidered  Chrift  as  a  man 
infpired  by  God.  Thinking  themfelves4iiuch 
fuperiof  to  them  in  knowledge,  they  rather 
defpifed  them  fot  their  weaknefs,  and  their 
incapacity  to  comprehend  this  fublime  doc- 
tripe  which  they  had  imbibed. 

In  this  light  Origen  always  exhibits  his 
own  opinion  and  theirs.  **  There  are,'*  fays 
he*,  **  who  partake  of  the  logos  which  was 
**  from  the  beginning,  the  logos  that  was  with 
*'  God^apd  the  logos  that  was  God — -but 
'  *  there  are  others  who  know  nothing  biit  Jefus 
**  Chrift,  and  him  crucified,  the  logos  that 
**  waB  made  flefli*  thin|dng  they  have  every 
*!  thing  of  the  logos*  when  they  ackriowlcdge 
*  Comincnt.  in  Johan.  Vol.  ii,  p.  49. 

Cc4  Chrift 
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•*  Chrift  according  to  the  flefli.  Such  is  the 
••  multitude  of  thofe  who  are  called  chrif- 
**  tians."  Again,  he  fays*,  **  the  multi* 
**  tudes,"  that  is,  the  great  mafs  or  body,  •*  of 
•*  the  believers  are  inftcudted  in  the  (hadow 
•*  of  the  logos,  and  not  in  the  true  logos  of 
••  God/*  That  Tertullian  confidercd  the 
greater  part  of  chridians  as  dreading  the  doc- 
trine of  the  trinity  in  his  time,  and  as  adher- 
ing ftridly  to  that  of  the  fole  monarchy  of 
God  the  Father,  we  have  feen  already.  Un- 
fbrtunately,  the  writings  of  all  the  ancient 
unitarians  are  loft.  But  ftill  there  is  evidence 
fufficient  of  there  having  been  writers  who 
maintained  their  opinion  againft  the  learned 
Platonifts.  Beryllus  is  faid  to  have  been  an 
elegant  writer.  Artemon  and  Theodotus,  in 
the  preceding  period,  were  alfo  lyriters,  and 
they  had  many  admirers. 

In  the  period  of  which  I  am  now  treating, 
the  platonizing  bifliops  were  unqueftionably 
more  numerous  than  any  other ;  and  to  this 
the  fchool  of  Alexandria,  and  the  reputation 
of  Origen,  had  probably  contributed ;  the 
moft  eminent  of  the  bifhdps  having  been  the 
difciples  of  Origen,  fuch  as  •  Dionyfius  of 
Alexandria,  Gregory  of  Neocaefarea,  and  Fir- 

^  Comment,  in Johan.  vol.  ii.  p.  52* 
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milian  of  Cappadocia.  I{  ispMbabl?,  how« 
€ver,  that  thefe  men,  cfpecially  the  two  laft, 
retained  the  moderation,  as  well  as  the  doo- 
trinc^  of  Origen  on  this  fubjedl.  For  they 
were  far  from  proceeding  with  the  deci- 
iion  and  violence  of  the  catholics  of  a  later 
period,  when  the  unitarian  dod:rine  came 
before  them. 

Thofe  who  incurred  cenfure  for  holding  the 
unitarian  doftrinc  in  this  period  were  Noetus 
of  Smyrna  or  Ephefus,  Sabellius  in  Africa, 
and  Paulus  Samofatenfis  biftiop  of  Antioch. 
Noetus  is  not  mentioned  by  Eufebius;  but 
Epiphanius  and  others  fpeak  of  him  as  the 
head  of  a  fe^,  who  were  called  Noefians  after 
him.  He  probably  flourifticd  not- long  after, 
A.  D.  220,  and  what  he  wrote  on  the  fubjedk 
was  replied  to  by  Hippolytus*  But  neithet 
the  work  of  Noetus,  nor  that  of  his  anfwerer, 
are  now  extant.  At  leaft  the  genuinenefs  of 
the  tradl  which  goes  under  the  name  qf  Hip- 
polytus  is  queftioned.  Noetus,  perfifting  in 
his  opinions,  was  expelled  from  the  church  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  together  With  thofe 
who  were  of  the  fame  opinion  with  him ;  and 
Predeftinatus  fays  that  he  was  alfo  condemned 
by  Tranquillus  biftiop  of  Chalocdon  in  Syria*. 

*  Lardner's  Woiks,  Vol.  iil.  p.  ia« 

There 
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.  Thefc  are.'  however,  fo  maay  impiobaUe 
ctrcumftacices  in  Epiphanius^s  account  of 
'Noetus,  and  alfo  of  bi$  brother  (iuch  as  his 
pretending  that  he  was  Mofes,  and  his  bro- 
ther Aan>Q»  and  that  when  they  di^  the  oi^ 
^hbdox  rcfufed  to  bury  them*)  that  there  is 
.but  little  to  be  depended  tipon  in  what, he  fay$ 
concerning  him  and  his  followers,  except 
that  they  were  unitarians.  Theddoret  fays, 
that  ,Noetus  was  the  difciple  of  Epigonu^, 
and  that  he  was  followed  by  Cleomene^'t*. 

]^)ufebius  fays  but  little  of  Sabellius,  tjrho  is 
fuppofed  to  have  ipubliihed  thofe  wcitings 
.which  gave  offence'to  the  orthodox,  as.  they 
c^led  themfclves,  about  A.  D.  %s^^  or  256, 
and  whiqh  were  anfwered  by  Dionyfius  of 
Alexandria  in  357,  or  258.  So  many  bifliops 
of  Africa  were  then  unitarians,  that  Atha- 
nafius  fays,  *•  theSon  of  God,'*  meaning  hip 
divinity,  **  was  fcarcely  any  longer  preached 
/•  in  the  churches  >**  and  Sabellius  was  fo  dif- 
tinguifhed  a  perfon^  that  the  unitarians  went 
by  his  name  even  in  the  time  of  Auftin, 
though  in  general  it  had  given  place  to  that 
pf  Photinians,  from  Photinijs  biflxop  of  Sir- 
mium,  and  a  much  more  eminent  writer.    So 

*^Haer..  57.  Opera,  VoUi.p.  480. 

+  Haer.  rab.  Lib.  iii,  Cap,  3,  Opera,  Vol,  jv.  p.  227, 
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{)o}>ular  wAS'timtariahifin  iii  thi^^  age^  that, 
according  toEpiphanius  whettrHlhc  unitarians 
met  with  any  of  the  pleliher  chriftiins,  fhey 
'Would  fay,  '*  WcfM friend,  what  doftrine  fhall 
**  we  hold,  (hall  \trc  acknowledge  one  God,  or 
•^  three/*    By  this  fHprtatid  plain  argtiment, 
he  acknowledged  that  they  gained  the  pious 
and  plain  people  to  join  thtril  *.       *         '  ;  • 
Noettts;  if  Epiphaniu$  may  be  creditid; 
Was  exeohitnunicated  from  his  own  chnfch; 
ofWhich,^  ttS'he  was  at  writer;  it  is  prohkWfe 
that  heihrght  be  a  prefbyterjliut  it  is'reitfti^k- 
able  thdt,  thotigh  Sabefliiis* was  much  ittt)re 
known,  and  his  opinions  generally. prevailed  I 
at  leaft  in  Africa,  there  was  no  council  called 
on  his  account,  no  examination  of  his  opi- 
nions, nor  any  public  cenfure  of  therti;  when 
a  preceding  bifhop  of  Alexandria  had  called 
a  council  for  the   purpofe   of  condemning 
Origen.    It  does  not  appear  that  any  applica- 
tion whatever  was  ever  made  to  Sabellius  him- 
felf  by  any  chriftian  biftiop  or  writer.    All 
that  we  hear  of,  as  written  againft  his  opi-* 
nions,  is  a  letter  of  Dionyfius  of  Alexandria,; 
fjddteffedto  Xiftus  bifhop  of  Rome,  Ammon 

^  H3?r.  6?.  Opera,  Vol.  i.  p.  514.        j! 
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bifhoD  of  Ber?ni<Je<  artd  fouf  books.  addrdTcd 
to  Dionyfius  another  billiop'of  Rome** 

It  is  perhaps  no  Icfs  .remarkable  that,  not- 
withflanding  the  blafphcmous  opinions,  as 
.they  are  commonly  called, of  which  the  Tri- 
nitarians accufcd  Sabellii^,  no  immorality 
appears  to  have,  been  laid  to  his  charge.  It 
may  therefore  be  fafcly  inferred  that  his  mo- 
ral chara<5er  and  conduct  were  qnexception* 
able,  -And  iincc  uo  public  cenfurc  was  paffed 
upon  him i  it  may  alfa.be  inferred,  either  that 
hjs  opinions  v^erc  not  confidered  as^yery  ob-* 
Xioxious,  or  that  .his-  friends  wer?  fo  many, 
that  his  enemies  had  no  profpedt  of  fuccefs  in 
Rny  mcafures  that  they  might  take  ag^ft 
him^ 

PauU  a  native  of  Samoiata,  was  bifhop  of 
Antioch,  twelve  or  thirteen  years,  in  the  time 
of  the  celebrated  Zenohia,  with  whom  he 
was  a  great  favourite.  Making  allowance  for 
prejudice  and  exaggeration.  Dr.  Lardner 
thinks  that,  from  what  Eufebiu^  and  others 
have  faid  of  him  -f,  we  may  draw  the  follow- 
ing charader.  **  He  had  a  great  mind,  with 
•*  a  mixture  of  haughtinefs,  and  top.  much  af-. 

*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  yii.  Cap.  26.  p.  356. 
+  Ibid.  Ljb.  vii.  Cap.  27.  p.  257,  &c. 
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•*  feftionfor  human  applaufe.  He  \f^s  ge- 
^  nerallyvvell  refpe(fted  in  his  diocefe,  and  By 
•*  the  neighbouring  bifliops ;  in  cfteem  with 
••  the  great,  and  belovedlry  the  conimon  peo- 
**  pic.  He  preached  frequently,  and  was  a 
*•  good  fpeaker;  and  from  what  is  faid  by 
**  the  Fathers  of  the  council  of  his  rejedting 
**  and  laying  afide  fome  hymns  as  modern, 
**  and  compofcd  by  moderns,  it  may  be  ar- 
**  gued  that  he  was  a  critic*. 

It  appears  that  Paul  had  a  difFercnce  with 
his  prefbyterMalchion,  who  procured  a  coun- 
cil to  be  fummoned, which,  accordingto  Atha- 
nalius,  was  attended  by  170  or  180  bifliops, 
but  according  to  Eufebi us  about  600,  A.  D. 
264.  At  this  fynod  Firmilian  was  prefent, 
but  Dionyfius  of  Alexandria,  not  being  able 
to  attend,  fent  a  letter.  In  this  fynod  Paul 
was  only  admoniflied,  and  not  condemned. 
But  in  another  fynod,  or  council,  at  which 
Eufebius  fays+,  innumerable  bifliops  were 
prefent,  but  not  Firmilian,  or  Gregory  of 
Neocaefarea,  he  was  excommunicated,  and 
depofed.  The  difpute  between  Paul  and 
Makhion,  who  had  prefided  in  a  fchool  of 
rhetoric  at  Antioch,  was  made  public.    Mai- 


*  Works,  Vol.  iii.  p.  94. 

f  Hift.  Lib.  X'ii.  Cap.  28.  p.  358. 
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chion  alfo  drew  up  the  fynodical  letter  in  the 
name  of  the  Fathers  of  this  council,  which  is 
preferved  in  Eufebius*.  It  is  evidently 
dictated  by  the  ffarongeft  prejudice  ^d  malice. 
Had  half  the  villanies  and  immoralities  that 
Paul  is  there  charged  with  been  true,  it  can^ 
not  be  fuppofed  .tbat  fuch  men  as  Firmilian, 
Gregory,  and  tbofe  who  attended  at  the  firft 
council,  would  have  hefitated  todepofe  him. 

Notwithftanding  this  depofition  by  a  coun-> 
cil  of  bifhops,  Paul,  could  not  be  removed 
from  the  epifcopal  houfe  (which  however  it 
is  evident  he?  could  not  have  occupied  without 
the  good  will  of  the  people,  whp,  it  muft  be 
obferved,  had  alone  a  proper  right  to  depofe 
him  J  till  the  authority  of  the  emperor  Aure^ 
lian,  who  was  the  enemy  of  Zenobia,  was 
called  in.  What  became  of  Paul  afterwards 
is  not  faid;  but  from  him  the  unitarians  were 
generally  called  .Pw/r^^j  tiU  the  council  of 
Nice.     .       ;  /:,-.... 

Paul  was  a  writer,  but  jvehave  no  parti- 
cular account  of  his  works;  and  he  not  only 
held  the  doftrine  of  the  humanity  of  Chrift, 
but  probably  denied  the  miraculpus  concep- 
tion; as  he  faid  that  **he  acknowledged  in 
*•  Chrifl  the  powerful  word  from  heaven,  by 
*  Hift.  Lib.  vii.  Cap,  30.  p.  359. 

*  **  prede- 
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^'  predetermination  before  all  ages,  bnt  that 
**  it  was  manifefted  at'Nazareth,*' which  he 
probably  confidcred  ^s  the  place  of  his  birth*. 
It  is  alfo  probable. that  the  followers  bf  Paul 
did  not  baptize  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
Son,  aijd  Holy  Ghoft,  becaufe  it  was  decreed 
by  the  council  of  Nice,  that  if  any  of  them 
joined  the  catholic  church,  they  Ibould  be 
rebaptized  i  which  the  orthodox  of  that  age 
never  did,  if  the  baptifm  had  been  in  that 
form,  by  whomfoever  it  had  been  adminif- 
tered. 

It  is  acknowledged  that  the  Fathers  who 
condemned  the  errors  of  Paul  maintained  that 
'the  fon  was  not  confubftantial  {oiMomoi)  or  of  the 
fame  nature  with  the  Father,  which  is  the 
Vpry  reverfe  of  What  was  defined  to  be  ortho- 
doxy at  the  council  of  Nice.    But  it  may  be 
accounted  for  in  the  following  manner.    The 
more  philofophical  unitarians  faid  that  the 
divinity  which  was  in  Chrift  was  that  of  the 
f'ather,  and  therefore  of  the  fame'  fubftance 
with  him.    But  it  had  been  thfe  cuftoni,  as  we 
have  feen,  with  the  firft  Trinitarians,  tofpealc 
bf  Chrift  (though  they^ave  hina  the  appella- 
tion of  God)  as  greatly  inferior  to  the  Father  i 

*  Atbanafius  De  AdvQiitu  Jefu  Chrifti,  Opera,  Voli  i. 

P-  ^35»  637- 
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and  in  expreifing  this  they  had  not  icrupled 
to  fay  that  he  was  of  a  different  naturf  {^^) 
from  the  Father.  This  they  did  the  more  cf- 
fedually  to  diftinguiih  between  the  perfons 
of  the  Father  and  Son,  which  they  commonly 
charged  the  Sabellians  with  confounding. 
But  afterwards,  when  the  Arians  arofe,  and 
maintained  that  Chrift  was  not  only  inferior 
to  the  Father,  but  a  creature^  made  out  of  no- 
thing, they  who  had  held  that  the  divine 
principle  in  Chrift  was  the  logos ^  or  wifdom 
of  the  Father,  perfonified,  changed  their  lan- 
guage, and  adopted  another,  more  agreeable 
to  their  principles;  faying  that  Chrift  was  not 
of  a  different  nature  from  the  Father,  but  of 
the  very  famefubfiance^  or  confukfiantial  with 
him;  as  indeed  he  neceftarily  muft  have been» 
if  his  divinity  had  ever  been  a  proper  attri- 
bute of  the  Father. 

Though  Paul  was  depofed,  partly  for  his 
opinions,  and  in  part  for  his  pride,  and  the 
other  vices  which  were  laid  to  his  charge  (but 
which  do  not  appear  to  have  been  proved) 
none  of  his  clergy,  or  of  the  laity,  are  faid  to 
have  been  excommunicated  along  with  himi 
and  yet  as  he  is  allowed  to  have  been  vory 
popular  in  his  fee,  many  of  them  muft»  no 
doubt,  have  thought  as  he  did,  as  alfo  muft 

the 
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the  biihops  and  preibyters  of  other  churche^ 
ivho  were  his  admirers.  It  is  thought  by 
feme  that  Lucian  of  Ant iocih  put  himfelf"  at 
the  head  of  Paul^fi  followers,  who  of  their 
own  accord  formed  a  feparatt  ibciety ;  though 
feme  eon£dered  him  as  having  entertained^ 
opinions  much  the  fame  4s  fho£e  of  Alius* 


I  II  infuppmnfti     .1  . 


SECTION     Vi. 

0/  the  Controvert  emcernin^  the  Reign  of 
Chrift  upon  Earth. 

DIONYSIU?  of  AleWI^d^a,^l^ho4if^ 
tiofoiihe^  hiiiMGelf  in  every  ^iftg  i;> 
ts^uch  chriftialnity  was  <conceit)ed«  hf^  t^ 
PMblic  difputaudn  withta  this  S>$fiod  wi^H 
feme  wh9  maiataioed  that  the  m^  ^i  C^i^ 
iMotfld  be  tipoo  coriEh,  t^ad  wbo.wei^  j^eyi'i^ 
charged  with  faying  that  under  him  c:kriAi(4|;ts 
lvip«}.disf»j<>yp;u:n.add4ixk|5.  NeppSt^biibop 
^  Seypit*  had  ivrittefi  ^  beok  ii^  defei)^::^.  x^ 
thi^jopw^n,  at4  it  wa$  aaf^eried  l^y  X^'imfr 
fifts^  what,  with  4(  (^dpur  that  dpci^  hijtn  tbie 
greateft  honour^  fpp^s  ipi  th9  hij^ft  terms 
Vo^.I.  Dd  c£ 
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of  the^cnius  and  piety  of  Nepos,  who  was 
then  dead,  efpecially  on  account  of  thfe  many 
hymns  which  he  had  compofed,  and  which 
were  very  much  valued  by  chriftians.    Many 
whole  churches  of  Egypt  adopted  the  opi- 
nion of  Nepos,  and  with  them  it  was  that 
Dionyfius  held  thrs  public  difputation,  or  ra- 
ther friendly  conference,   which   continued 
three  whole  days  from  morning  till  evening. 
Dionyfius,  in  his  account  of  this  conference, 
greatly  praifes  the  candour  of  thefe  Millena^ 
rians^  as  they  were  ufually  called,  and  fays  that 
at  the  opening  of  the  conference  both  he  and 
they  cxpreffed  the  greateft  readinefs  to  relin- 
quifti  their  opinions,  if  after  the  difcuffionof 
them  they  fliould  appear   not  to    be  well 
founded.    The  iffue  was  that  Coracio,  who 
was  then  at  the  head  of  thefe  people,  pro- 
feffcd  himfelf  convinced  of  his  error,  and 
openly  declared  that  he  would  teach  it  no 
more;  fo  that  this  conference  ended,  as  very 
few  have  done,  to  the  fatisfedlion  of  both 
parties*. 

That  the  reign  of  Ghrift,  whatever  be  its 

nature,  will  be  on  this  earth,  feems  to  be 

iBvident,  from  what  was  faid  by  the  angels 

at  the  time  of  his  afcenfion,  viz.- that  he 

*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  vii.  Cap.  24.  p.  349* 

.    would 
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would  return  ffoiri  heaven  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  they  then  faw  him  go  up  thither.  And 
as  we  are  not  informed  that*  any  change  will 
be  made  in  our  future  bodies  befides  what 
relates  to  the  difference  of  fex,  it  does  npt  ap-  . 
pear  but  that  they  are  to  be  fupported  by 
food.     Our  Saviour  himfelf  feems  to  have 
thought  fo,  when,  in  taking  leave  6f  his  dif* 
ciples,  he  told  them  that  he  fhould  no  more 
tafte  the  fruit  of  the  vine,    till  he  fhould 
drink  it  new  with  them  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven .  The  opinion  of  Nepos  is  well  known 
to  have  been  held  by  Papias,  and  he  always 
maintained  that  he  had  it  from  the  apoftles. 

As  to  the  fenfual  delights  which  it  is  ftiid 
thefe  Millenarians  contended  for,  the  charge 
was  probably  a  calumny.     Neither  Papias, 
nor  this  Nepos,  were  perfons  who  are  faid 
to  be  at  alladdidted  to  them;  being  men  of 
great  purity  of  manners,  as  well  as  piety. 
And  it  may  eafily  be  fuppofed  that  the  idea 
which  took  place  very  early,  and  extended 
itfelf  very  faft,  of  the  natural  impurity  of 
every  thing  corporeal^  led  the  generality  of 
chriftians  to  put  a  fpiritual  fenfe  upo<i^  every 
expreffipnby  which  the  happinefs  of  a  future 
ilate  is  denoted.     According  to  fome,  our 
pleafures  are  to  be  fo  much  of  an  intelle<5lual 
D  d  2  nature. 
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nature,  that  it  cannot  be  conceived  how  our 
corporeal  fenfes,  «ven  thofft  of  feeii»g  and 
hearings  fl^ould  be  of  any  i^fe  to  ««# 


SECTION    VIL 

Of  the  Writers  within  this  Period. 

THE  writers  within  this  period,  confix 
derJng  the  length  of  it,  arid  the  profyar^ 
tion  of  peace  that  was  in  it,  are  not  many,  and 
of  their  works  feveral  were  fuggefted  by  the 
perfecution  ,and  the  confequences  of  it .  Several 
6f  them  were  of  the  Alexandrian  fehool,  from 
which  the  literature  and  the  platonizing  theo^ 
logy  of  chriftians  was  for  feveral  ages  derived. 
The  principal  of  them  is  Cyprkn,  of 
whofe  condu6l  and  martyrdom  an  account 
has  already  been  given.  He  wipote  nuiny  tet^ 
iers  relating  to  the  occurrences  of  his  times^ 
eipecially  oa  the  fubjed  of  martyrdom,  the 
baptifm  of  heretics,  the  reception  of  the 
kpfed^  &c.  and  fome  ihort  ireatifes,  vkr. 
on  the  vanity  of  idols;  agiinft  the  heathen 
religion  i  tejtiimnie^^  confifting  of  a  colfec- 
tion  ^  texts  of  fcrtpfuto  on  id^ereitt  Aib« 
4  jefts. 
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3«ats,  chiefly  fr^m  the  Old  Teftametit;  on 
difcipline;  on  the  condu^  aMJ  apparel  of 
virgins  j  on  mercy  and  alms  giving ;  on  pa« 
tience;  on  envy ,-  c-oncemingthofe  who  had 
apoftatieed;  and  of  the  unity  of  the  churchi 
written  on  occafion  of  the  fchifefi  of  Nova^ 
tiw,  and  the  fa<ft*on  of  Feliciffimus,  who 
g»nted  the  peace  «f  the  church  too  readily 
t&  thofe  who  had  fallen.  LaMy,  has  treatife 
ftddrefled  to  DemetriamiB  is  an  anfwer  to  thofe 
who  accufed  the  chrijiians  of  being  tiie  caufi^ 
of  all  the  calamities  of  the  ftatfe.  Cyprian 
had  been  a  teacher  ^»f  rfietorlc  befot-e  he  was 
a  chriftianj  and  it  is  obferved  that  he  is  on^ 
of  the  fiiffl  of  th*  ehriftian  writers  who  have 
been  admif*d  for  f heir  eloquence. 

t*6ntius,  a  deacon  of  Cyprian's,  Wrbtc  Aik 
iccfouhtof  his  l|fe  and  dea^*. 

CdttJinporary  with  Cyprian,  was  Cototwoi 
dtaAus,  another  Latin  attfhdir,  of  whom  art 
ftccouttt  is  given  by  <3ettnadiUs,  Mh6  wrot6 
liear  the  end  of  the  fifth  ccnlury.  His  treatift 
agai^yi  the  Pagans ,  or  mdre  pwfwrly  thjiruc*- 
tims  <o  perfons  i>f  every  difcription,  m-4 
loofe  kindofverfe,  is  ftill  extant. 

Novattis,  (he  author  of  the  fchifm  that  has 
been  mentioned,  compofed  the  fii^  tfeatiit 
f  Jeiwn,  Cap  79. 

Dd3  that 
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that  was  cxprcflly  written  on  the  fubjed  of 
the  trinity,  in  which  he  explains  with  great 
clearnefs  the  general!]^  received  do<£brine  con- 
cerning the  pcrfon  of  Chrift  before  the  coun« 
cil  of  Nice  J  maintaining  thathe  was  the  logos, 
pr  reafon  of  ,the  Father,  but  neverthclefs 
greatly  inferior  to  him.  He  is  alfo  fuppofed 
to  be  the  author  of  a  treatife  of  Jcwifti  meats, 
of  another  on  Eafter,  and  of  circumcifion«  as 
well  as  of  ibme  letters,  efpecially  one  from 
the  clergy  of  Rome  to  Cyprian.  Both  Nova- 
tus  and  Cyprian  wrote  in  Latin. 

Cornelius  biflipp  of  Rome,  wrote  feveral  epif- 
tles ,  chiefly  on  the  fubje^  of  his  difference  with 
Novatus,  but  nonp  of  them  are  now  extant*. 

Gregory,  bifliop  of  Neocaefarea,  the  difci- 
ple  of  Qrigen,  compofed  a  difcourfe  in  bis 
praife,  a  paraphrafe  on  Ecclefiaftes,  and  a 
(lanonical  epiflle  dired:ed  to  a  bifhop  about 
the  penance  to  be  exaded  of  thofe  who 
returned  to  the  church,  sfter  having  been 
guiltyof  various  crimes,  duripg  theincurfion 
of  the  barbarians  into  Aiia,  in  the  reign  of 
G^llienus,  There  are  other  works  falfely 
attributed  to  him. 

Dioriyfius  of  Alexandria  was  the  moft  dif- 
jinguiflicd  writer,  as  well  as  adlor,  of  theagQ 
*  Jerpm,  Cap.  77* 

in 
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in  which  he  lived.  He  alfa  had  been  the  dif- 
ciple  of  Origen.  Some  of  his  works  have 
been  mentioned  in  thecourfe  of  this  hiftory; 
but  nothing  of  his  is  now  extant,  except  fome 
fragments  preferved  in  Eufebius.  He  wrote 
what  were  called  pafchdl  letters^  relating  to 
the  time  of  celebrating  Eafter,  fhewing  that 
it  ought  to  be  before  the  vernal  equinox ;  and 
he  publifhed  a  canon,  or  cycle,  of  eight  years^ 
fbr  the  diredlion  of  chriftians  with  refped:  to 
it*.  '  Eufebius  alfo  quotes  a  fecond  book  of 
his  concerning  promifes,  meaning  probably 
the  rewards  of  virtue  in  a  future  flate  againfl 
the  Millenarians +. 

Dionyiius  fpeaks  of  his  having  had  two 
revelations,  one  directing  him  to  withdraw 
from  the  perfecution  in  the  time  of  Decius:]:, 
and  the  other  to  encourage  him  to  read  the 
works  of  hieretics,  by  which  he  evidently 
meant  thofe  of  the  Gnoftics,  as  he  fpeaks  of 
their  traditions  [mafa^9i\^)  and  of  defiling  his 
mind  with  their  execrable  opinions  (vafipuapon 

cahv  ivBvfjavnffty  §)  But  as  he  mentions  no  circum- 

'J     ' 

•  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  vii.  Cap.  20.  p.  344* 
t  Ibid.  Lib.  iii.  Cap.  28.  p.  122* 
i  Ibid.  Lib.  vi.  Cap.  40.  p.  302. 
§  Ibid*  Lib.  vii.  Cap.  7.  p.  326. 
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ftancttt  of  th6fer<9velations,  the  httct  of  which 
far  Galls  a  vifipn,  it  is  impofliblc  for  us  to  iic« 
termihd  whether  they  were  real  or  not.  With 
f efped  to  the  former,  ke  folemnly  declared 
that  he  told  no  untruth,  and  therefore  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that,  if  this  excellent 
m^n  was  impofed  upon  by  his  own  imagi«» . 
Diction,  hi  was  far  from  intending  to  impofe 
yppn  ptherSf  As  God  has  vouchfafcwl  rfivela^ 
tioQsof  a  fimilar  nature  to  other  peribns,  he^ 
no  doubt,  197^;^  h$tve  done  it  in  his  cafej  but 
the  faA^  are  deftitute  of  fufScient  evidence.  . 

In  this  period  Anatolius  of  Alexsuiriar  but 
bifhop  of  Laodicea,  diftinguifliedhimfelf  by 
his  genius  and  his  tvritir^s,  e^ccelling  ifi  his 
]uK)Wkdge  of  arithrtietic^  geometry^  d^^'* 
nOpfiji  Idgic,  philofophy,  and  ih^iofk.  Hat 
wtote  9:  treatiie  ionceming  Eafter*  a  pdrt  of 
nrhich  tjreatile  is  extant  in  Latin.  Sufebiue 
gives  a  large  i^ccounl:  of  this  Anfttolius.  of 
the  great  efteem  in  which  he  v^u  hel4  at 
Alexandria,  iuxi  efpecially  of  his  ici vices  at 
the  time  of  a  iiege^. 

Theognoflus  of  Alexandria*   quoted    by 
Athanafius  and  others^  b^t  not  meMioned  t)iy 
Eufebius,  appear^  to  hftvebeeti  a  totifideiable 
*  Eufeb.  Hift<  fJbi  Vu  Gap.  ^^  p^  3€6«' 

writer. 
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writer,  and  author  erf  a  treatife,  entitled,  Injii-^ 
tutionsy  which  was  not  aUogethqr  approved 
by  thofe  who  claimed  the  title  of  orthodox  in 
a  later  period,  as  he  called  the  Son  a  creature. 

Pierius,  aprelbyter  of  Alexandria,  wrote 
with  fo  niuch  elegance,  that  Jerom  fays  he 
was  called  the  younger  Origen.  He  wrote  a 
commentary  on  Hofea,  and  a  treatife  on  Eaf- 
ter,  neither  of  them  now  extant.  Eufebixis 
fpeaks  highly  of  him,  as  eminent  for  fublime 
philofophy*. 

This  period  produced  two  works  which 
deferve  to  be  mentioned  for  their  Angularity, 
and  the  relation  they  bear  to  chriftianity.  The 
Heathen  phiiofophers  were,  no  doubt,  much 
offended  at  the  progrefs  of  the  pew  religion; 
and  this  progrefs  was  evidently  owing  to  the 
belief  of  xht  miracles  of  Chriftand  the  apoftles, 
recorded  if»  t;he  JEvangeljfts  and  the  hOis  of 
the  Apoftle«.  To  troupteradl  the  eiFe<ft  of 
thefc  writings,  it  is  highly  probable  that  we 
now  find  the  life  of  Pythagoras  written  by 
Porphyry,  and  more  largely  by  Jamblichus, 
and  alfb  that  of  Apolloniys  Tyanaeus  by  Pbi- 
loftratus;  and  as  they  abound  with  the  ac- 
counts iof  miracles^  it  w?ty  be  worth  while  to 
meiition  fome  of  them,  that  the  judicious 

f  Hift^  Lib.  vii.  Cap,  32.  p.  373.      . 
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reader  may  compare  them  with  thofe  which 
tliey  feem  to  have  been  intended  to  rival,  and 
difcredit. 

Pythagoras  had  been  dead .  almoft  eight 
hundred  years  before  thcfe  lives  of  him  were 
written;  and  very  little  indeed  had  been  re- 
corded of  him  by  any  credible  hiftorian.  In 
thefe  circiimftances  thefe  writers  might  colled 
vague  traditions,  or  invent  anecdotes,  withqut 
fear  of  being  contradidled  by  any  pofitive 
evidence;  but  being,  on  the  ftme  account, 
neceffarily  deftitute  of  proper  vouchers  them- 
felves,  they  could  not  be  entitled  to  any  cre- 
dit. And,  indeed,  the  ftories  are  fuch  as 
abundantly  confute  themfelves,  being  ex- 
tremely filly,  not  being  brought  as  any  proof 
of  a  divine  miffion,  and  having  no  rational 
objedt  whatever. 

If  any  credit,  fay  both  Porphyry  and  Jam- 
blichus  (the  latter  of  whom  feems  to  have 
copied  the  former)  may  be  given  to  many 
ancient  and  excellent  men,  who  have  written 
concerning  Pythagoras,  his  philofophy  had 
in*  it  fomething  from  which  even  brute  ani- 
mals might  receive. inftrud:ion.  He  fo  tamed 
a  wild  bear  of  Daunia,  which  had  committed 
great  ravages  in  the  country,  that  he  bound 
it  by  an  oath  never  to  meddle  with  any  living 
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creature  for  the  future;  fo  that  ever  after- 
wards it  confined  itfelf  to  the  woods,  and 
never  injured  any  animal,  tame  or  wild.  See- 
ing an  ox  at  Tarentum  eating  green  beans, 
he  whifpered  fomething  in  his  ear,  and  from 
that  time  he  never  tailed  beans  any  more; 
and  living  long  after  this  near  the  Temple 
of  Juno,  he  was  called  the  ox  of  Pythagoras. 
Explaining  to  his  difciples  at  Olympia  that 
birds  were  meflengers  from  God  to  pious 
men,  he  brought  down  an  eagle  which  was 
then  flying  over  their  heads,  and  after  he  had 
carefled  him  for  fome  time,  difmiffed  him 
again ;  by  which,  fay  thefe  writers,  he  fliew- 
ed  that,  like  Orpheus,  he  likewife  had  power 
over  wild  animals** 

When  Pythagoras  was  travelling  with  a 
native  of  Sybaris,  along  the  fea  fhore,  to  Cro- 
ton,  he  told  fome  fifhermen,  who  were  drag- 
ging a  net  full  of  filhes,  the  exad  number 
that  it  contained,  on  their  promifing  that  they 
would  do  whatever  he  fhould  diredl  with 
refped  to  them,  if  he  told  them  right.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  they  had  counted  them,  and 
found  the  number  to  be  what  he  had  faid,  he 
ordered  them  to  throw  them  back  into  the 

*PGrphyrms  de  yita  Pythagorae,  c.  24,  25.  p.  31. 
Jamblichus,  c.  13.  p.  46. 
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fea  alive;  and  it  was  very  remai-kable,  fay- 
thcfe  writers,  that  notwithftanding  the  time 
which  was  employed  in  counting  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  fifhes  upon  the  fea  fhorfe,  ndt  one  of 
them  died*. 

Pythagoras,  they  alfo  fay,  provfed  by  un- 
deniable evidence,  that  he  was  the  fame  pcr- 
fon  with  Euphorbus,  the  fon  of  Panthus, 
who  was  flain  by  Menelaus,  at  the  fiege  of 
Troy,  after  having  killed  Patroclus ;  his  foul 
having  tranfmigrated  from  one  body  to  an- 
other+. 

Though  thefe  writers  appeal  to  **  many 
**  ancient  and  excellent  men  who  wrote  the 
"  hiftory, of  Pythagoras,'*  they  do  not  men- 
tion any  of  them;  and  it  is  remarkable  thai 
Diogenes  Laertius,*  who  wrote  the  life  of 
Pythagoras  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  years 
before  thefe  authors,  has  none  of  thefe  pro- 
digies, except  the  ftory  of  Euphorbus. 

The  miracles  of  Apollonius  Tyanaeus  are 
not  lefs  ridiculous  than  thofe  that  are  related 
of  Pythagoras,  and  as  deftitute  of  proper 
vouchers,  f^hilpftratus,  wh6  wrote  his  life, 
did  it,  as  he  fays,  with  a  view  to  fliew  that 
he  was  a  more  extraordinary  man  thanPytha- 

*  PoTphyrius,  c.  25.  p.  3i#    Jamblichus,  c.8.  p.  47. 
t  Ibid.  c.  26,  p.  32.  Ibid.  c'.  14.  p.  48. 
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goras,  and  more  divine  ^ith  rerped  to  philo- 
fophjr.  According  to  him,  Damis,  the  com- 
panion of  Apollotiius,  committed  to  writing 
ivhateverhefaid,or  did, that  was  remarkable; 
that  a  friend  of  this  Damis  (whofe  name  is 
not  mentioned)  comtnitted  thefe  memoirs  to 
Julia,  the  wife  of  the  emperor  Scverus;  and 
that  fhe  gave  them  to  Philoftratus,  to  tran- 
fcribe  and  reduce  into  better  order.  In  thefe 
circumftantes  it  can  hardly  be  fuppbf^d  but 
that  he  would  endeavour  to  acquit  himfelf  in 
fuch  a  matiner  as  to  pleafe  this  emprefs,  and 
herfon  Caracalla,  by  detrading  from  chrif- 
tianity,  to  which  they  both  fiad  a  very  great 
averfion.  Healfo  fays,  that  he  was  affifted  by 
the  books  of  Maximus  of  JEgx,  which  con- 
tained an  account  of  what  Apollonius  did  in 
that  place.  Four  books  of  the  life  of  Apol- 
lonius were  like  wife  written  by  Meragenes  ; 
but  they  were  fuch  as  our  author  could  not 
give  credit  to.  Let  us  now  fee  whether  his 
own  accounts  be  at  all  more  credible. 

According  to  Philoftratus,  Proteus  appear- 
ed to  the  mother  of  Apollonius  before  he  was 
born,  and  told  her  that  fhe  would  be  delivered 
of  himfelf.  She,  not  at  all' terrified  at  the 
apparition,  alked  him  who  ht  was;  to  which 
he  replied,  an  Egyptian  god.    But  Apollonius, 
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he  adds,  proved  himfelf  to  be  much  fuperior 
to  Proteus  in  his  knowledge  of  future  events ; 
for  that  his  predictions  were  much  more  nu- 
merous than  thofe  of  Proteus,  and  that  he 
never  failed  in  his  interpretation  of  myfteri- 
ous  things*.  Before  her  delivery  fhe  was 
directed  by  a  dream  to  go  and  gather  flowers 
in  a  certain  meadow.  There  fhe  fell  afleep, 
and  was  furrounded  by  fwans,  who  difpofing 
themfelves  in  the  form  of  a  chorus,  fet  up  a 
great  cry,  which  awaked  her,  and  immedi- 
ately after  this  fhe  was  delivered.  At  the 
fame  time  lightning  defcended  from  heaven, 
but  prefently  afcended  again  into  the  higher 
regions  of  the  atmofphere ;  fignifying,  as  our 
author  fays,  that  this  child  would  rife  above  the 
earth,  and  have  his  habitation  near  the  gods. 
Such  was  the  birth  of  ApoUonius,  at  Tyana 
in  Cappadocia,  of  which  place  our  author  re- 
lates feveral  extraordinary  things.  He  more 
particularly  mentions  a  fountain,  the  waters 
of  which  could  not  be  drunk  with  fafety 
by  any  perjured  perfon-f-.  While  ApoUo- 
nius was  a  boy,  an  AfTyrian  youth,  who  had 
brought  himfelf  into  a  dangerous  difeafe  by 
his  debauchery,  .was  directed  by  the  god 
-/Efculapius  to  apply  to  him,  who  by  advifing 
*  Lib.  I.  cap.  3.  p.  5.        t  C.  4.  p.  6. 
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temperance,  reftored  him  to  health*.  Such  is 
the  introduftion  to  the  Hfe  of  Apollonius,  and 
the  whole  work  is  of  a  piece  with  it. 

I  need  not  fay  how  little  credit  is  due  to 
fuch  ridiculous  ftories  as  thefe,  which  are  as 
deftitute  of  any  proper  evidence,  as  thofein 
Ovid*s  Metamorphofis.  It  is  not,  indeed, 
probable  that  they  were  believed  by  the 
writers  thcmfelves,  or  any  of  their  readers. 
How  unneceflary  is  it  then  to  draw  a  com- 
parifon  between  them  and  the  miracles  of 
Chriftand  the  Apoftles,  the  accounts  of  which 
were  written  while  numberlefs  witneffes  of 
them  were  living,  and  which  were  fo  well 
attefted,  that  both  before  and  after  the  pub- 
lication of  thofe  books,  thoufands  abandoned 
every  thing  that  they  had  in  the  world,  and 
many  of  them  chearfuUy  laid  down  their  lives, 
for  their  faith  in  them ;  and  yet  it  cannot  be 
faid  that  any  of  thefe  perfons  had  been  pre- 
vioufly  difpofed  to  admit  the  truth  of  the 
fads. 

*  Cap.  6«  p.  10. 
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PERIOD     VI. 

OF  THE  PERSECUTION  UNDER  DIOCLE<- 
TIAN,  A.D.  302,  AND  TO  THE  SETTLE- 
MENT OF  THE  EMPIRE  UN05R  COJ«- 
STANTINE,   A.D.  313. 

npHIS  is  the  fliorteft  period  into  which  I 
A  have  hitherto  divided  this  hif^Qry,  h^t 
it  is  by  far  the  moft  crowded  with  ^vent$»  $kn^ 
thole  of  the  grcateft  confequeiKe,  ^nd  it  t^r^ 
minated  in  the  complete  eftablifliment  pf  a 
Hate  of  things,  the  like  of  which  had  ney^jr 
been  known  before;  in  one  refpe<!t  higl^y 
favourable  tp  chriftianity,  I  me»n  in  the  gen^ 
ral  acknowledgment  of  its  truth,  but  highly 
unfavourable  with  regard  to  its  effed:s  on  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  men.  This  period  alfo 
terminated  in  the  union  of  chriftianity  with  a 
power  the  moft  heterogeneous  to  its  nature, 
by  which  it  became  the  reverfe  of  what  it  had 
been  hitherto,  viz.  a  kingdom  of  this  worlds 
arming  itfelf  with  its  powers  and  terrors,  and 
by  degrees  exercifing  that  temporal  power 
5  with 
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with  as  much  cruelty  againft  a  purer  fpecies 
of  chriftianity,  as  it  had  ever  been  employed 
againft  chriftianity  itfelf. 

Previous  to  this  laft  ftruggle  between  chrif- 
tianity and  heathenifm,  the  chrifiian  church 
had,  with  little  interruption ,  enjoyed  more 
than  half  a  century  of  reft  and  peace,  in  whith 
it  had  enlarged  its  boundaries,  and  acquired  a 
degree  of  external  fplendour  unknown  in  any 
former  period  *.  Several  of  the  em'perors  had 
been  well  difpofed  towards  it,  and  though  they 
did  not  embrace  chriftianity  themfelves,  they 
had  made  no  fcruple  of  employing  chriftiapg 
in  the  moft  important  departments  of  govern- 
ment, both  civil  and  military ;  and  had  ex- 
cufed  them  from  the  performance  of  any  adts 
which  had  formerly  been  indifpenfible  in  the 
execution  of  their  offices,  if  they  objedled  to 
them  as  inconfiftent  with  their  profeflipn  of 
chriftianity, 

*  Amobius  fpeaks  of  the  knowledge  of  chriftianity 
having  reached  the  Seres,  or  Chinefe,  as  well  as  the  Per* 
fians  and  the  Medes.  Lib.  ii.  p.  30.  Mr.  D.  Guignes 
has  endeavoured  to  prove  that  one  of  the  Chinefe  em- 
perors, having  heard  of  it  by  the  people  of  India  trad- 
ing  to  China,  fei>t  perfons  into  the  Weft  to  colleft  a 
more  authentic  account  of  it,  A.  D.  65,  but  that  not 
mrfcing  fufScient  diftinflion,  they  brought  back  the 
religion  of  Eo,  which  had  its  origin  about*  that  time. 
Hiftoire  des  Huns.  VoLi*  p.  30.  fiut  I  do  not  lay  much 
ftrels  on  this  account. 
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Several  of  (he  empet6rt  hui  indulged  their 
ehriftian  otHcers  ami  their  families  with  the 
moft  public  exercife  of  their  teligidn,  aiid 
aiming,  thcfe  Eufebius  j^aiticukrly  metvtiahs 
Dttroeheus  and  Gofgonius,  who,  with  inaivy 
others,  were  advanced  to  the  higheft  magifr 
'  trades,  and  the  gfovemttlent  of  provinces. 
Many  heathen  g^vetnors  alfo  (hewed  great: 
refpeA  to  chriftian  bifhops,  and  permitted 
them  to  erefl:  new  and  more  fpacious  edifices 
for  their  public  aflcmblics,  as  the  demand  for 
them  kept  Jncreaflng,  and  the  rifes  of  thcr 
heathen  religion  became  more  neglected  itidf 
difu^ed-  We  may  therefons  conchide,  th« 
at  this  time  a  v^ry  great,  proportion  of  the 
people,  in  all  the  provinces  of  the  cni|rire, 
and  cfpecially  in  the  Eaft,  made  open  pro* 
fcflfion  of  chtiftianitjr. 

But  thi^  ftatc  of  profperity  had  produced, 
as  before,  many  bad,  as  well  as  many  god<{ 
^£tB,  The  chriiikiaa  hiih0p»  ami  people^ 
having  no  foreign  cnemie*,  were  divided 
apn6ng  themCelves ;  and  that  a£Ee^tk>nate  leva 
and  fympatby,  whidi  had  been  cheri&ed  by 
iiommon  difficulties,  had  given  place  to  Jesa. 
loufy^  envy^  add  hatred  j  which,  as  Euibbiiis 
exptcffei  it,  led  them  to  fight  with  words, 
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^  with  fw<>rds  and  fpe^r^*.  AKq^  a  fpwk 
of  indif&rence  with  reip^<9:  to  risligiojti  i(^  get^r 
ncrzly  9f)d  an  aH^hmenf  to  the  world  arnl  k]M) 
things  of  ii,  the  fruitful  puent  of  all  yice$^^  iiH 
feded  chriftians  as  well  a^  other  peFA>m*  whcti 
perfecution  had  ccafed  to  keep  up  thek  gc^^ 
^nd  to  coflapel  them,  as  it  were,  to  look  fr^ih 
cgirth  to  heaven. 

.  At  length,  however,  k  pleafed  Divw  Pi^ 
videtiet  to  roufe  the  chriftian  church  frotni 
this  {{ate  of  irfdif&reneeaml  worldly  niittdodU 
nefs,  by  the  moil  fevere,  and  the  longi^ftco^ 
tinued  perfecution  to  which  it  had  witr  bom 
expofed.  And  by  tbie  it  appeared  tbi(t,  «M4 
ivithftaiKlkig  the  difpftfts  which  rt  hftd  cda- 
traidbd  i A  a  ftate  of  indoteooe,  m^^smm  wne 
good ;  for  it  nol  only  fuf¥tvedy  but  wat  tf^ 
proved  by  the  trial.  The  return  of  perlJiciH 
tion  revived  the  ancient  fpirit  oftd  »«l1  .tff 
chriftiww,  and  no  more  iccmvit  ww  iyi9d4  br 
f  bem  of  torture  iind  detth#  than  ott  «9Qr  ^Hfiner 
(iirwlar  occafion. 

This  perfecuti^  is  nfimUy  triciilrai  to  Dio^ 
cktian,  but  it  wa3  more  properly  a  me^rc  of 
Galeri^  Maximian^  hif  iott'-in<^hi«F,  md  «iie 
of  the  C^f&rs ;  frnd  It  i0  Aid  that,  lof  foffw 
time,  Diocletian  remonftrated  againft  the  pro- 

^  £^feb.  Hift*  Lft)^  v3ii>  Cap.  u  p^  $t$» 
-•-  '  pofaly 
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pofa),  dn  account  of  the  miferies  that  he  forefaw 
it  would  produce.  For  though  he  was  fuper- 
ftitious,  and  a  friend  to  the  ancient  religion 
(which  was  fuppofed  to  be  connedted  with 
the  welfare  and  glory  of  the  empire,  which 
he  had  much  at  heart)  he  was  not  naturally 
cruel.  Moreover,  the  perfecution  did  not 
begirt;  at  leaft,  it  was  not  carried  on  with  any 
violence,  till  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  reign, 
a  few  years  before  he  rcfigned  the  governpient 
intirely,  and  it  continued  feven  years,  after  he 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  adminiftration, 
and  when,  it  does  not  appear,  that  he  inte* 
tefted  himfelf  at  all  in  it.  ' 

It  appears,  however,  that  Diocletian,  in 
conjunction  with  his  colleague,  Maximiari 
Herculius,  had  ftiewn  himfelf  unfavourable 
to  the  chriftians,  on  fome  occafions,  before 
the  breaking  out  of  the  great  perfecutiort 
which  bears  his  name*.  It  is  faid,  that  at  the 
meeting  of  the  two  emperors  at  Milan,  which 
was  the  year  before  the  adoption  of  the  two 
Csfars,  and  the  fixth  of  the  reign  of  Diocle- 
tian, they  concerted  fome  meafures  that  were 
hoftile  to  chriftianity +;  and  when  ten  years  of 
the  joint  reigns  of  Diocletian  and  Maximian 


*  Epiphanius,  H.  66.  Opera,  Vol.  i.  p. 
t  De  Mortibus  Perfecutorum,  Cap.  b.  p. 
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were  expired,  folemn  games,  in  honour  of 
the  heathen  gods,  were  celebrated,  with  facrU 
fices,  through  all  the  provinces,  by  Diocletian 
at  Nicomedia,  and  by  Maximian  at  Rome, 
which  (hews  their  attachment  to  their  ancient 
rites. 


SECTION    I. 

Of  the  Progrejs  of  the  Perfecution  in  general. 

EUSEBIUS  obferves,  that  the  perfecu- 
tion began  in  the  army,  before  the  pub- 
lication of  the  edicSts  which  made  it  genera!; 
the  officers  being  obliged  to  refign  their  com- 
mands, if  they  would  not  facrifice  to  the  hea-* 
then  gods.  Many,  however,  not  only  re-i 
figned  their  rank  in  the  army  upon  this  occa- 
jfion,  btit  fuffered  death  ;.  till  one  of  their  com- 
manders  was  deterred  from  proceeding  any 
farther,  by  thd  prodigious  numbers  who.af- 
fered  themfelves  to  him,  as  ready  to  die  when 
they  w^re  thus  called  upon*. 

*  Eureb.  Hift.  Lib.  viiii  Cap.  4.  p.  380. 
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In  the  fourteenth  year  of  Diocktian  and 
Maximian,  they  made  a  magnificent  trhmipb 
together  at  Rome,  for  their  iignal  fuccefs  ia 
f  e-eftabli(hing  the  afiairs  of  the  empire,  and 
from  this  time  Diodetian  zfEt€tcd  lobe  called 
Javius^  and  Maximian  Herculiu}^  and  their 
pride  and  arrogance  wa^^  from  this  time  vifi- 
bly  encrcafed.  But  it  was  not  till  the  nine- 
teenth year  of  Diocletian,  when  the  emperors 
were  eftabli(hed  in  full  power,  when  the  em^ 
pire  had  no  rebellion  within  itfelf,  nor  any 
war  with  its  neighbours,  that  they  formed  the 
ferious  defign  of  extirpating  the  chriftian  re- 
ligion; imagining,  it  may  be  prefumed,  that 
till  this  was  d^ne,  the  profperity  of  the  Aate 
could  not  be  faid  to  \h^  ftable,  the  fafety  and 
grandeur  of  the  empire  be;ing  fuppoCed  to  de-^ 
peod  vpon  the  obiervance  of  thofe  rites,  to 
which  the  Romans  had  been  addt<5led  when 
the  empire  was  efbblifhed. 

It  was  this  idea  that  mifkd  Trajan,  Mar^ 
^u$  AntoQinus,  and  other  emperors,  h^iom 
Diocletian  ;  and  thenr  failure  of  fuccefs  inexA 
tirminating  chriiQliamtj  did  not  deter  thei^ 
two  from  ipalcing  the  attempt  %  imagining^  a» 
doubt,  that  notwithflandintg  ^le^atjacreaf* 
of  chriftians,  they  were  poffeffed  of  advantages 
fufiicient  tocoimteibalance  that  cirtumflance ; 
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and  feemg  that  if  the  evil,  As  they  thought  iu 
was  fufFcred  to  proceed  much  farther,  it  would 
be  too  I^e  to  attefn<^t  the  fuppreflton  of  it. 
It  is  alfa  faid,  in  Eufebius^s  life  of  Conftan«» 
tine^,  that  Apollo  was  reported  to  have  com- 
plained out  of  a  cavern,  that  his  oractes  wer* 
filent,  or  uncertain,  on  account  of  fome  Jufi 
men ;  and  that  on  this  account  the  emperor 
(fuppofing  that  by  Juji  men  muft  bft  under<« 
ftood  tAe  ^hrifiians)  was  incited  to  begin  the 
perfecution* 

By  the  firft  edid,  which  was  publiihed  ju^ 
before  Eafter,  A.  D>  303,  at  Nicomedia, 
where  Diocletian  and  Galerius  then  were,  it 
was  ordered,  that  all  chriflian  churches  (hould 
be  demolifhed  to  their  foundations,  that  the  fa^ 
cred  books  of  the  chriilians  ihould  be  burned, 
that  thofe  chriftians  who  enjoyed  any  honoufs 
fhould  be  deprived  of  them,  and  that  private 
per&ns  (hould  be  reduced  to  fervicude,  if  they 
did  not  renounce  chriftiaoityf*.  No  fooner 
Was  this  edi(!t  fet  up,  than  a  perfon  of,  con^ 
fiderable  rank»  and  intemperate  zeal,  pulled 
it  down,  and  tore  it.  Being  immediately 
feized,  and  put  to  death  by  tortvune,  he  ex« 

*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  ii.  Cap.  50,  ^u  p«  j$i« 
t  Ibid.  Lib.  viii.  Cap.  2.  p.  379. 
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prefled  tht  greateft  compofure  and  joy  to  his 
laft  breath*. 

Not  long  after  appeared  another  edi<fl,  by 
which  all  the  bifhops,  and  the  other  clergy » 
were  ordered  to  be  committed  to  prifon»  and 
compelled  to  facrifice  to  the  heathen  gods+; 
and  this  was  followed  by  a  third » in  which  it 
was  ordered,  that  they  who  refufed  to  facri«> 
fice,  (hould  be  expofed  to  torture  J. 

With  refpedl  to  the  particulars  of  this  fa- 
mous perfecution,  I  fliall  ftridtly  follow  Eufe- 
bius,  who  declares,  that  he  relates  what  pafied 
under  his  own  eyes.  He  himfelf,  he  fays, 
was  prefent  when  the  churches  were  demo* 
lilhed,  and  the  books  of  fcripture  committed 
to  the  flames«  In  this  perfecutioii  fome  of 
the  clergy  concealed  themfelves,  others  were 
apprehended,  and  expofed  to  various  infults, 
many  had  not  fortitude  to  bear  the  trial,  and 
many  had  recourfe,  as  in  the  preceding  per- 
fecution,  to  various  artifices,  in  order  to  be 
thought  to  have  facrificed  when  they  reaUy 
had  not  ||. 

*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  viil.  Cap.  5.  p.  38U 

^  Ibid.  Cap.  3.  p.  379* 

t  Ibid.  p.  383. 

II  Ibid.  Cap.  3-  7*  379. 
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When  Eufebius  proceeds  to  mention  par- 
ticular cafes  j  he  begins  with  thofe  who  fuf- 
fered  in  the  emperor's  houlhold,  and  fays, 
that  Dorotheus,  and  other  youths  of  the  bed- 
chamber, who  had  been  particularly  favoured 
and  efteemed  by  th^  efnt)erprs,  JJfeferred 
every  fpecieis  df  toirtute  to  the  honours  with 
which  thty  had  beeti  invefted.  To  enable  us 
to  jud^e  of  what  was  ehdured  by  the  rfeft,  he 
fays  that  one  of  them,  whofe  natne  tvas  Pe- 
ter; being  brought  b^fort  th*i  ettiperot-s,  and  re- 
fufin^  to  facrifice,  was  firft  flHppied  naked,  an4 
then  cruelly  fcoufgfed  till  his  bontg  Wete  laid 
biare*  This  having  no  effbft^  he  \Vas  wafhed 
with  vinegal*  and  fait,  and  afterwards  gradu- 
ally roafted  on  a  gridiron,  perfifting  in  his 
profeffion  of  chriftianity  to  the  laft.  Doro^ 
theus  and  Gorgonius,  with  many  others  who 
belonged  to  the  palace,  after  enduring  Various 
tortures,  were  ftrangkd ;  and  Anthifflius,  thd 
bilhdj)  of  Nicomedia,  was  beheaded^ 

After  this  the  palace  being  on  fire,  arid  the 
chriftians  being  faid  to  h6  the  inceridiaries,  all 
the  chriftians  in  the  place  were,  by  the  ardci 
^f  the  emperors,  killed  in  crbwds,  tbgethei? 
with  their  families ;  fomc  by  the  fword,  and 
others  by  fire  j  and  upon  this  occafioii  maftj^ 
t)erfons  of  both  fexes  voluntarily  rufhed  into 
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the  flames.  Many  were  thfown  bourn!  into 
the  fea,  and  foine  who  had  been  interred  were 
taken  out  of  their  graves,  and  thrown  into  the 
fea  alfo. 

This  pafled  at  Nicomedia,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  perfecution ;  and  when  the  fame  orders 
were  carried  into  Armenia,  and  Syria^  an  in<p 
credible  number  of  perfons  were  thrown  into 
prifon»  fo  that  thofe  places  which  ufed  to  be 
occupied  by  murderers,  and  villains  of  every 
fpecies,  were  now  filled  .with  bifhops  and 
clergy ;  and  there  was  ©o  room  left  for  thofe 
who  were  condemned  for  crimes.  It  is  im- 
pdflible,  he  fays,  to  compute  the  numbers  of 
martyrs  in  each  province,  efpecially  in  Africa 
proper,  and  Mauritania,  Thebaic,  and  Egyptj 
and  many  perfons  flying  from  Egypt,  W€« 
put  to  death  in  other  provinces  *. 
;  Some  of  theie,  Eufebius  fays,  he  himfelf 
faw  expofed  to  various  kinds  of  torture,  and 
fome  thrown  to  wild  beai^s^  at  Tyre.  On  this 
occaiion  many  of  the  beafts,  be  iays,  wxiuld 
not  hurt  them^  but  turned  upon  thofe  who 
ij>cit(ed  them.  He  particularly  m^iHoxia  a 
young  man^opt  twenty  years  of  age,  who  flood 
withcHi^  movi^  from  his  place,  and  hoIdiil% 
ki^  hiinds  in  the  form  of  a  cnxfs^  whcn^  a  wiM 

*^EufeU  Hift.  Lib*  viu.  Gap.  6.  pi-^. 
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beaft  ruihing  towards  him,  fuddenly  fetired. 
A  bull  being  let  loofe  upon  five  pcrfons,  did 
not  hurt  any  of  them,  but  threw  feveral  oi 
their  enemies  into  the  air,  and  tore  them^. 
After  this,  other  beafts  ivere  let  loofe  upon 
them ;  but  this  hot  fuccccding,  they  were  put 
to  death  by  the  fword,  and  then  thrown  into 
the  fca*.  Thefc  were  all  perfons  who  had 
fled  from  Egypt. 

In  Egypt  itfelf ,  Eufebtus  fays,  thelre  were 
men  innumerable,  with  their  wives  and  chiU 
drert,  put  to  death ;  and  that  after  being  niade 
to  endure  cruet  fcourgings,  and  all  kinds  of 
torture,  dreadful  to  hear  of ^  they  wert  eithet 
thrown  into  the  fire,  et  drowned.  Some 
cheerfully  prfefented  their  h^ads  to  be  ftruck 
off,  fonac  txpittd  under  the  torture,  and  fome 
were  famifhed  to  diath*  Others  Were  cruel- 
fied,  (bme  in  the  manttet  that  is  moft  ufual 
with  makftAors,  but  others  in  a  more  cruel 
way,  with  their  heads  downwards,  in  which 
pofture  they  were  fuffercd  to  live  till  thiy  died 
df  hunger +. 

But  the  tortured  exercifed  on  the  thriftiaM 
ctfThebaiS  exceeded  all  the  reft.  Some  had 
their  flefli  torn  with  Iharp  (hells  till  they  diedj 

*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  viii.  Cap.  7.  p.  384. 
f  Ibi(i.Cap,8.p.385. 
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women,  half  naked,,  were  tied  by  one  foot, 
with  their  heads  downwards,  and  fufpended 
on  high  machines.  ,  Others  were  put  tp 
jdeath  by  having  their  limbs  torn  afunder  by 
branches  of  trees,  to  which  they  had  been 
faftened,  while  they  were  bent  with  great 
violence,  and  then  fufitred  to  refume  their 
natural  pofition.  Thcfc  tortures  were  contir 
nucd  not  a  few  days  only,  or  a  fliort  fpace  of 
time,  but  year  after  year;  and  thirty,  fixty, 
or  a  hundred,  men,  women,  and  children, 
were  fometimes  put  to  death  indigerent  \^ay$ 
on  one  day.  Eufebius  himfelf  faw  many 
heaps  of  thofe  who  had  been  killed  in  a  &igle 
day,  foipe  beheaded,,  and  others  burned.  On 
this  occafiqn  the  fwords  of  the  executioners 
wtm  blunted  or  broken,  and  fonie  being 
weary,, thpy  were  fucceeded  by  others.  * 
:  Notwi^hftanding  thefe  cruelties,  fo  great 
was. the  ardour  of  th^  chriflians,  that  np 
fooner  were  fome  difpatehed  from  the  tribu- 
nals, than  others  prefented  thcmfelves,  pro- 
feffing  themfelves  to  bechriftians,  as  Euiebius 
hinifelf'was  witnefs;  rejoicing  when  they 
be^rd  their  fentence  pronounced,  and  finging 
pfalms  anjl  bypins  to  their  laft  breath«  Some 
of  thefe  were  rich  and  noble,  and  others  dif- 
tinguiihed  for  their  eloquence  and  their  know-* 
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ledge  of  philofophy  •  Of  this  clafs  was  Phi- 
loromus,  who  was  a  chief  magiftrate  in  Alex-» 
andriai  and  had  fat  as  a  judge  himfelf,  fur* 
rounded  by  guards.  Such  alfo  was  Phileas, 
bifhop  of  ThmutSp  a  man  eminent  for  philo- 
fophy. Thefe  two  were  furrounded  by  nu- 
merous relations  and  friends,  who  joined  with 
the  judge  himfelf,  in  entreating  them  to  have 
compaflion  on  themfelves,  their  wives,  and 
children ;  but  it  was  without  efFedt,  and  with 
the  greateft  compofure  they  fubmitted  to  have 
their  heads  ftruCk  off*. 

From  an  epiftle  of  this  Phileas  to  a  perfon 
jn  Thmuis,  Eufebius  gives  an  account  of  the 
tortures  infli£ted  upon  the  chriftians  in  Alex«^ 
andria.  In  this  place  fome  were  killed  with 
clubs,  and  others  in  different  methods  of 
fcourging.  Some,  with  their  hands  tied  be- 
hind them,  were  fufpended  on  larg^  ffakeSi, 
And  then  had  all  their  limbs  violently  flretched 
by  machines.  To  fbme  the  executioners  ap- 
plied the  inftruments  of  torture,  not  to  their 
fides  only,  which  had  been  ufual  in  the  cafe 
of  murderers,  but  to  all  parts  of  their  bodies, 
their  bellies,  legs,  knees,  &c.  Some  were 
fufpended  by  one  hand  to  the  porticos,  and 
Others  on  pofts,  with  their  faces  towards  each 
*  Jufeb.flift,  Lib.  viii.  Cap,  g.  p.  385. 
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other,  aiKi  their  feet  not  totiching  the  grcmnd  i 
and  in  this  poihire  thejr  were  fuffered  to  con^ 
tiniie,  not  c^y  while  the  judge  was  fpeakins 
to  then,  but  aimtfft  the  whok  day.  For 
while  he  went  to  attend  others,  hi&  tniniAera 
remained  with  the  firft,  to  rekafe  any  wha» 
being  overcome  by  the  vic^nce  of  their  fuf&iw 
ings,  ihoiild  retrad  their  confeffion, 

Soipe  were  fo  tortured  in  theftocks,  that 
they  were  afterwards  unable  (6  iland  at  aU  j 
9fid  many  e^ibited  a  more  frightful  fpe^ade 
with  their  bruifes,  fears,  and  diftoitions^ 
when  they,  were  Recovered,  than  they  had 
done  during  the  torture  itfelf.  Some  expired 
under  the  torture,  and  others  in  prifon  afters 
wards*  Some,  who  with  great  difficulty  hsd 
been  cured  of  their  wounds  and  diilocations^ 
being  required  to  chufe  again,  whether  they 
would  facrifice  or  die,  with  the  greateft  chtct^ 
fulnefs  chofe  the  latter i  mindful,  as  the  Writer 
fays,  of  the  command  not  to  worihip  any 
God  but  one.  Such  is  the  account  of  Phileal^i 
written  not  with  a  view  to  difcouf-age  thofd 
to  whom  he  wrote,  but  to  teach  them,  by 
thefe  heroic  examples,  to  make  light  of  wy 
fufferings  in  fo  glorious  a  caufe*, 

*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  viii.  Cap.  lo.  p, 388; 

/We 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Scc.L         CHRISTIAN  CHURCH.         4:^ 

We  have  a  particular  ac<^ount*  of  two  mafl 
tyrdoms  in  Africa  in  this  perfecution,  one  of 
Maximilian,  a  young  man  df  Tevefte,  and 
theotherofFclix,  bifliopcf  Tubyfa,  in  Nu- 
midia.  The  former,  being  chofen  to  ferve 
in  the  army,  refufecj;  faying  that  he  was  a 
chriftian,  and  that,  as  fuch,  it  was  not  lawful 
For  him  to  do  it.  Being  told  that  there  "were 
many  chrifti&ns  who  ferted  in  the  armies  of 
Maximian,  Conftantius,  and  Maximus,  he 
faid  that  others  might  do  as  they  thought 
proper,  but  that  he  could  not  do  what  he 
thought  to  be  wrong.  Being  then  fentenced 
to  be  beheaded  for  refufing  the  military  oath, 
he  faid  TJbanks  be  to  Goi^  which  feems  to  have 
been  the  anfwer  which  the  chriftians  gene* 
rally  returned  when  they  received  their  fen- 
fence. 

At  the  place  of  execution  he  exhorted  his 
brother  to  aft  as  he  had  done,  and  defired  hi* 
father  to  give  the  new  fiiit  of  cloaths  (which 
had  been  i>repared  for  him  with  a  view  to  his 
going  into  the  army)  to  'the  perfon  who  vbs 
to  perform  the  office  of  his  executioner.  Pom* 
ponia  a  chriftian  matron  conveyed  the  body 

'  *  This  account  is  taken  from  an  tacieht  MS.  'and  ii( 
fubjoined  to  the  Oxford  edition  of  the  traft  afcribed  ta 
La^antius,  t>t  Minibus  Ftrftcutorum.     t68o. 
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to  Carthage,  depoiited  it  near  that  of  Cy* 
prian,  and  dying  herfclf  thirteen  days  after » 
(he  wa$  buried  with  them.  The  father  of 
Maximilian  alfo  gave  God  thanks  for  the 
honour  that  his  fon  had  Received,  and  followed 
him  not  long  after. 

In  the  eighth  confulfhip  of  Diocletian,  and 
the  feventh  of  Maximian,  an  order  being 
ifTued  to  bum  the  facred  books  of  the  chrif^ 
tians,  and  publifhed  at  Tubyza  in  Numidia, 
Magnilianus  the  governor  of  the  city  ordered 
firflfome  prefbyters,  and  then  Felix  the 
bifhop  of  the  place  to  be  brought  before  him; 
and  having  recited  the  imperial  edid,  he  re-? 
quired  him  to  give  up  the  books  which  be^ 
longed  to  his  church  that  they  might  be 
))^rped.  But  on  his  declaring  that  he  would 
rather  give  his  own  body  to  be  bumed,  he 
was  fent  to  Carthage  to  the  lieutenant  of 
Ai^ulinusthe  proconful,  and  giving  the  fame 
anfwer  there,  he  was  put  into  the  loweft  pri- 
fon,  and  after  being  confined  there  lixteen 
day^,  he^was  brought  before  Anulinus  him- 
felf,  who  fent  him  to  Rome;  and  thence  the 
prefed  of  the  city  fent  him,  loaded  virith 
heavy  irons,  to  the  emperor  at  Nola.  Be* 
ing  then  brought  before  the  proper  juc^ge, 
fnd  perfifting  in  his  refufal  to  give  yp  th^  f^-, 
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cred  books,  he  was  fcntenced  to  be  beheaded^ 
For  this  he  returned  God  thanks,  as  was 
ufual;  and  after  being  allowed  to  pray,  the 
fentence  was  executed  on  the  eighteenth' of 
the  ciEdends  of  February,  and  his  remains 
were  carried  by  his  fellow  chriftians  to  Car-i. 
thage.    He  was  56  years  of  age. 

In  Phrygia  there  was  a  town,  which,  be- 
caufe  it  confifted  wholly  of  chriftians,  Ac 
magiftrates  themfelves  as  well  as  theothef 
inhabitants  (for  they  had  with  one  voice  re«« 
fufed  to  facrifice)  was  furrounded  with  foU 
diers,  who  fet  fire  to  it,  and  burned  it,  to- 
gether with  all  its  inhabitants,  men,  women, 
and  children.  In  this  province  Adau<^us, 
who  had  been  advanced  through  all  the  dig- 
nities of  the  ftate  till  he  w^  made  procurator, 
and  then  heI4  the  ofSce  of^  treafurer,  fufFered 
martyrdom  *• 

Here  our  hiflorian  fays  it  would  be  impoffi-* 
blc  to  recite  all  the  fufierings  of  the  chriftian 
martyrs,  or  to  defcribe  the  various  tortures 
to  which  they  were  expofed*  In  fome  places 
they  were  generally  beheaded,  as  in  Arabia; 
in  fome  they  were  left  to  die  with  their  limbs 
broken^  as  in  Cappadocia;  in  fome  they  were 
|(ufpended  by  the  feet,  with  their  heads 
*  Eufeb.  H^ft,  liib,  viii.  Cap,  1 1.  p.  390. 
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downwards^  and  in  this'fituatiotia  fine  was 
made  under  them  till  they  were  foififocated 
with  the<finoke,  as  was  done  in  Mefopota* 
iniaj  in  fome  places  their  nofes,  ears,  hands, 
and  other  linibs,  were  cut  off,  as  at  Alexan- 
dria; in  other  places  they  were  ro^fted,  bat 
not  fufFered  to  die,  on  a  gridiron.    Others 
diofc  to  put  their  right  hands  into  the  fire  ra- 
ther than  facrifice,  and  fome  being  purfued 
threw  themfelves  headlong  from  high  build- 
ings, rather  than  fall  into  the  hands  of  their 
enemies. 

-  One  woman  of  rank  and  fortune  at  Antioch 
beingapprehended,  with  two  beautiful  daugh- 
ters, who  dreaded  violation  more  than  any 
thing  elfe  they  could  fuffer,  having  got  leave 
from  the  foldiers,  to  whofe  cuftpdy  thty  had 
feeen  committed,  to  withdraw  a  littlfe,  thteir 
themfelves  into  the  river,  and  were  drowned. 
Two  Qther  women  of  the  fame  place,  fiftcrs, 
diftinguilhed  by  their  birth,  fortyne,  and 
every  accomplifhmtot,  were  thrown  into  the 
fea*. 

The  fuffefings  of  the  martyrs  in  Porttus, 

Eufebius  fayS,  Were   particulariy  frightful. 

In  this  province  fome  had  reeds  thruft  under 

the  nails  of  all  their  fingers,  fome  had  melted 

•  Eufeb.  Hift.  Ltb.  viii.  Cap.  12.  p.  591. 
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lead  pouted  upon  tlKm,  and  othert  were  for^ 
tured  in  the  moft  hombk  mannef  m  their  f^i-t 
vale  parts,  and  th^ir  boweb  a  tbeicjudgea  a^ 
it  were  contcndfog  with  each  other,  who 
ihpukll  excel  the  reft  in  the  inventioo  of  tor- 
turer. At  length,  being  tired  with  thefc 
cruelties,  they  defifted  of  themfelves  from  m- 
Aiding  capital  punifluncnts,  as  if  by  a  fpecial 
favour  df  the  emperors,  and  contented  them- 
felves with  putting  out  the  eyes  of  fome,  and 
laming  others,  whkh  was  the  gentlefl  of 
their  punifhments.  But  it  was  impoiHble  ta 
give  the  number  of  thofe  whofe  right  eyes 
were  firil:  put  out,  and  then  had  cauteries  ap« 
plied  to  them,  and  who  were  afterwards  fent 
to  the  mines  in  the  province.  Tbefe  fuffer-^ 
ings,  the  hiftorian  fays,  were  borne  with  fuch 
fortitude,  as  ftUed  the  whole  world  with  tho 
higheft  admiration. 

In  a  feparate  chapter  Eui^bius  recites  the- 
fufferings  of  thebifliops,  and  fome  of  the  fa- 
perior  clergy*  Anthimius  bifhop  of  Nico^* 
media>  a$  mentioned  before,  was  beheaded. 
Of  the  Antiochians  was  Lucian  a  pren>yter«, 
a  man  of  exemplary  piety,  who  delivered  an. 
a(K)logy.  to  the  emperors  at  NicomedMi  and 
fuflPered.  there.  InPhsE^nicia,  TyranniQibiihopir 
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of  Tjrre,  and  Zenobius  bifhop  of  Sidon,  were 
martyrs;  as  alfo  Sylvanus  bifhop  of  Emefa^ 
Vfho  was  thrown  to  the  wild  beafts,  together 
with  fome  other  perfotts  of  the  fame  place. 
The  two  others  fuffered  at  Antioch,  Tyran- 
nio  being  thrown  into  the  fea«  and  Zenobiui 
(who  was  an  excellent  phyfician)  dying^undet 
torture  with  iron  hooks. 

Among  the  clergy  of  Paleftine  who  were 
martyrs^  was  Sylvanus^  biihop  of  Gaza^ 
who,  with  thirty ^nine  other  perfons  was  be^ 
headed  in  the  mines  of  Phaenus.  In  the  fame 
place  the  Egyptian  bifhops  Peleus  and  Ni^ 
lu8»  with  fome  other  perfons,  were  burned. 
But  none  appeared  to  our  author  to  deferve 
a  higher  commendation  than  Pamphilus,  a 
prelbytcr  of  Caefarea,  of  whofe  fuffcrings  an 
account  will  be  given  in  another  place. 

Of  the  martyrs  among  the  clef gy  in  Egypt^ 
was  Peter  bifhop  of  Alexandria,  with  the 
prelbyters  Dius  and  Amrtonius,  and  like-^ 
wife  Phileas,  HefychiuSj  Pachurrmis,  and 
Theodorus,  all  biftiops  of  difFei^ertt  cities. 
There  were  alfo,  he  fays,  fix  hundred  others 
by  no  means  obfcure  perfons,.  belonging  to 
different  churches  in  Egypt,  the  particulars  of 
whofe  fufFerings  he  leaves  to  be  related  by 
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thofe  who  were  cye-witncffes  of  them;  he 
himfelf  propofing  to  give  a  like  particular  ac-» 
count  of  thofe  martyrs  of  whofe  fufFerings  he 
himfelf  was  a  witnefs,  in  a  feparate  work« 
viat*  of  the  martyrs  of  Paleftine*. 

This  was  the  firft  perfecution,  in  which,  by 
the  orders  of  government,  atl  attempt  was  firft 
inade  to  deftroy  the  facrcd  books  of  the  chrif-' 
tians«  And  Mofheim,  with  great  probabi^- 
lity,  conjectures  that  Hierocles,  or  fome  dther 
learned  heathen,  fuggefled  this  meafure;  and 
he  fuppofes  that  many  valuable  treatifes  may 
have  been  loft  in  confequence  of  it.  This 
may  have  been  the  cafe  with  refpeft  to  fome; 
books  of  which  there  were  few  copies,  or  to 
the  original  copies  of  the  books^of  the  New 
Teftament;  but  there  w;ere  at  this  time  too 
many  copies  of  the  fcriptures  (the  books 
which  the  chriftian 8  valued  moft)  for  fuchan 
order  to  have  any  efFed.  On  the  contrary,  the 
natural  confequence  of  fuch  a  meafure  would 
be,  that  books  of  value  would  be  co«icealed 
with  greater  care,  and  more  copies  would  be 
taken  of  them  than  ever. 

♦  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  viiL  Cap,  13.  p.  393. 
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S  E  C  T  I  O  N     II. 

Of  the  Conduct  of  the  Heathen  Philofapbers^ 
and  of  the  Jirji  Stop  that  was  put  to  the  Per^ 
fecution. 

IT  is  remarkable  that  we  have  no  exam- 
ple of  any  heathen  philofopher  pleadioif 
in  favour  of  toleration,  orexpreffingany  com* 
paffion  for  the  fufFerings  jof  chriftians,  in  thi$ 
perfecution,  or  any  of  the  preceding  ones. 
On  the  contrary,  like  Marcus  AntoninuSt 
who  holds  a  high  rank  among  philofopherSt 
^  well  as  of  emperors,  they  bore  the  moft 
implacable  hatred  to  the  chriftians,  and  re- 
joiced in  every  event  that  was  unfavourable 
to  them.  For  notwithftanding  many  of  the 
learned  chriftians  retained,  or  adopted,  the 
principles  of  Plato,  or  thofe  of  fome  othef 
philoibphers  ((bme  fpecies  of  x^ilofophy  be- 
ing  the  fnoft  important  article  of  liberal  ^n^ 
cation  in  thofe  days,  and  without  fbmeknow* 
ledge  of  which  no  pcrfon  was  confidered  as 
having  any  prctenfions  to  fcholarftiip)  and 
though  by  incorporating  platonifm  with 
chriilianity  many  of  the  learnedi  who  gave 
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fbme  attention  to  the  hif1x>rical  evidences  of 
chriflianity',  were  no  doubt  brought  to  think 
better  of:  it,  and  even  to  embrace  it  j  yet  the 
condud:  of  all  chriilian  teachers  was  fo  much 
the  reverfe  of  that  of.  mere  philofophcrs,  that> 
they  could  not  butremain  hoftile  to'eacKothen 
The  chriflians  not  only  inculcated  dbftrines 
of  infinitely  more  importance  than  any  of  the 
philofophers  pretended  to,  and  with  an  evi- 
dence that  was  level  to  the  plaineft  capaci*  - 
ties,  but  they  took  pains  to  teach  the  unlearned 
among  the  common  people,  whom  the  phi* 
lofophers  held  in  great  contempt,  as  unwor- 
thy of  their  inftruftions.  According  to  the 
principles  of  chriftiatiity,  all  mankind,  with* 
out  any  diftin(£tio(i  of  high  or  low,  rich  or 
poor,  are  equally  candidates  for  a  happy  inl* 
mortality^  and  in  this  great  refped:,  Com** 
pared  to  which 'all  other  diflin^ions  are  of  no 
moment  whatever,  the  nleaneft  flaVcs  are 
equal  to  their  mafters.  Before  fuch  a  fyftem 
as  this  the  boafted  fuperiority  of  philofophers 
to  peaiants'or  mechanics  abfolutely  vanifhed* 
They  therefore  felt  their  pride  mortified,  and 
few,  themifelves,  and  the  fcience  they  pre- 
tended to,  edipfed  by  the  illijterate  among  the- 
commtui  people,  whom  they  had  fo  much 
defpifed.  In  this  ftate  of  mind  they  confolcd 
themieW^s  with  afibding  to  defpife  thofe, 
VoA.L  Ff  who 
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M^hadtt(iipiicddioraLf  and  Ifithout  daneaaing 
themfelves  to  examine  the  kiAorical'cvidlence. 
of  the  fads  oa  which  chriftknity  is  fibundod, 
they  iftipercilioufiy  canteoted  themfebes^ with 
CDnfidsring  it  as  a  mw  i^Mg:,  bros^ht  into> 
the  world  by  obfcuf e  per£ms«  withi  a  cf  uei^ 
fkd  maUki&or^  and  fbme'  fifhenaocb^  at  its 
head;  and  with  faying  that  itwa$;  ira:po£l« 
blethattfuch  people  as  thefe  fli<xildi  teach  thi^. 
world  any  things  new;,  M  important. 

Be(ide6»  the  heathen  philofophers,  how 
much  foever  fome  of  thcpi  mi^ht  defpifc  the 
f»l$er^mous  rites,  of  their  country^  univerfally* 
confa^mjsd  to  them ,  asad>  promoted  thfi  -obfer^^ 
-vaiiceofthemiaothv*.;  andimaay  of  them^ 
were»  no  doubt,  ferioufly  perfnaidedi .  that 
things. qf  iudi  veQerable  antiquiiyTwefe  of  % 
facred  natuK^  and  i|i  forne  unknoi/i^i  man«. 
ner  connected  ^  with  the  welll  facing  ofc  illates^ 
Bbin^  ignorant  of  ^traeii  faience:,  and  the  sfcali 
kw&  of  nature,  philofopher&  thehiiblvcs^  a^^ 
they  were  called;  werie  a^  fuiperftitioiis  as  tha 
loweft  of  tho  vulgiar,  beHeyungrin  oneieQS^^dt 
thef  power  o£  char#is.  and)  magiC. .  Of 'tbtt 
every  ag^i'e^en  fo-  la^e^  a&  that  oif  JuHan,  inc 
which  more'^gpod' fenfe  noight.  hiui«  .faoon?  ex»» 
peded,  fur^ffhf^  iabundant  proof ^;  i0iiitfata> 
account  tHephilofophy  oft  Marcus  AntbfiiinMit^ 
and  of  JuJran  didnot  emandpato  thdf  ^liWi^ 
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Who  ^teitainedl  o^JirtidnS  di^erenffVom-  tffeiTffi 
thottgh  they  Wc»e  gurFty  of  no  offetites  argkinll 
focietyi  or  th^fikej'  kn^they \^eifef,otlV  fhd 
mote  ptoVoked  to  fitttf  ttieitt  to  be ' Tucft"  ;ii^rt 
a^  a  regard -ifo  •  ^dd '  atid '  tohi^eierice'  feridef^dl 
ftipe#k)i»  tb'^theil' thtfekt^. 

The  fifft  ftdji  that  -was  ^ut  fo  this  cftiat 
pciffecutmnr\Was  the  feflfe'dfof^  ^  ftjpii^ffition, 
limilar  td^fhat^  #hic1i«haid  otxafioneid  it. '  Ga- 
leirma  Mkiiwiian,  by  Mrhofe  inftigafion  the 
tneafiii-e hadbeten  adopted,  being iei^ed-  with' 
a  dreadful  irfcei-  irl  hi^  anus,  wHitfe^  afK<fteif 
al'l  rite  neit^botrfirig' ^atti,  drid  dlntoft  Kis 
whpE'body  (rtj' that  ft  bi^d'^offt^'-'ahtf  the 
ftenchbf  it  Was  fo'bflferijfive  as  to  ieC  irtfirp* 
portable- to  Ills  neai^ft'domeftrqs')'' having 
fountf  fh6  did  of  K*s  pHyfiidiajis;  atid  alfo  his 
prayers  ittd  hii-factiflfcesfO  thd  htithtti  gods^ 
nnaVailaMe,  dt  length  piiblittied  iirefcriptiri 
fatoiftrof  thethriftiani,  Al Di  3 1 1 > 

tn  ^is-rcfcriptWdlfee  the  tfiie prfnciple  ot 
the- petfecutiortS;  Vi*.  that  it  wasihtbttdied'to 
reftbre'  the-  ancient  rites,-  iri  otddr  to-  dtablifli 
tJie  pVofpcffitjrof  the  liate.  Wq  fikciwife'^ee 
init'  stdtifefl^on  of  an  Inability'  to'  (ftcceci 
ifii  thit'  meifure',  rrotwithltahding alette  vio- 
*  Ff«  Icnce 
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lence  with  which  it  had  been  carried  on,  and 
that  though  fome  had  been  induced  to  aban* 
don  chriftianity,  they  did  not  therefore  be- 
come worfhippers  of  the  heathen  gods,  but 
threw  adde  ;ill  regard  to  religion.  On  thefe 
accounts  the  emperor  abandoned  the  meafure, 
and  he  endeavouredto.do.it  in  fuchaman- 
ncr  as  to  gain  fome  credit  for  his  clemency. 
Withal  he  entertained  fome  hope  that  when 
all  other  help  failed,  he  might  be  relieved  by 
the  God  of  the  chriiiians,  whom  hedefired  to 
intercede  for  him.  As  this  refcriptis  moft 
curious  and  important,  I  fliall  give  the  whole 
of  it  nearly  in  the  tranflatipn  of  Dr.  Lardner. 
*•  The  emperor  Caefar  Galerius  Valerius 
•'  fMaximian,  invincible,  auguft,  high-prieft,. 
•  *  to  the  people.  Among  other  things  which 
*'  jve  have  ordered,  with  a  view  to  the  benefit 
***nd  prpfperity  of  the  public,  we  did  in- 
••  dc«;d.fprraejrly  ftrive  fo  correft  all  things 
^*  according  to  the  ancient  laws,  and  efta- 
**  bliftied  conftitution  of  the  Romans;  and 
**  among  other  things  that  the  chriftians  who 
**  had.  forfaken  ,thc  religion  of  their  an- 
^  ceftors,  fliall  return  to  a  right  minds  for- 
*•  afmuch  as  by  fome  means  fuch  an  obfti- 
•*  nacy  hadieized  them,  and  fuch  was  their 
•/  folly,  that  they  followed  not  the  inftitu* 
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**  ti^ns  of  the  ancients ».  which  poflibly  fbme 
^*  of  their  own  anceftors  had  appointed  >  but 
**  according  to  their  own  fancy,  aiid  juft  as 
^*  they  pleafed,  they  made  laws  for  tbenvt 
••  felves,   to  be  obferved  and  fblfowed  by 
**  them,  and  in  many  places  they  drew  ov6r 
^*  muhitudes  of  people  to  follow  their  cufi 
•*  toihs.  Wherefore,  when  after  we  had  pub- 
•'  liflied  our  edid  that  they  Ihould  return  to^ 
•*  the  inffitutions  of  the  ancients,  many  have 
**  been  expofed  to  danger,  and  many  have 
**  been  greatly  afHI<^ed,  and  have  undergone 
•^  various  kinds  of  deaths;  and  forafmuch  as 
*'  great  multitudes  jierfift  in  their  opinionSt 
*'  and  we  have  perceived  that  they  give  not 
**  due  worfhip  and  reverenfce  to  the  immortal 
"  gods,  nor  yet  worfhip  the  God  of  thechrif- 
**  tians ;    Wc,   duly  confidering  pqr  ^accu£- 
^^  tomed  mildnefs  and  humanity^  with  which 
*•  we  arc  wont  to  difpence  pardon  (pall  men^ 
^'  Eave  thought  proper  readily  to  hold  forth 
**  to  them  our  indulgence,  that  they  may  at 
•*  length  be  chrifHans,  and  that  they  may  W* 
**  build  the  houfes  in  which  they  have  beea 
^^  ufed  to  afiemble,  provided  they  do  nothing 
*'>^CQntrary  to  good  government.    By  another 
**  letter  we  Ihall  make  known  our  pleafure  to 
*•  the  judges,  for  the  dirccjlion  of  their  con- 
5^f3  **dtta 
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V  duA, .  Wherefore,,  agreeably  <^  thia  oitf 
^^  imdulgcoce,  they  «ught  to  ^say  to  Ibeir 
^/  God  £or  pur  welifere,  and  Car  thatts^  the 
^'  pi]lbIic,aqdforthctrowii;  that  e^  all  fides 
^'  the  public  may  hfepreferved  in  fafety^  and 
^'  they  nay  lire  Cecuircly  in  their  own  habitat 

Thta  tdlA^  which  iwas  pvbliihed  at  Nico- 
media  pn  the  laft  day  of  April,  A«  D.  311; 
did  nor  proceed  from  any  reinorfe  of  con-^ 
fcience,  toAvhich  Eufebius'afcribes  it,  but,  as 
Molheim  jqftly  obienres,  it  wa$  fuggefted  by 
fuperftitioft)  and  we  tn^y  add  by  defpair  6f 
gaining  his  obje<$.  Maximkn  did  nor  lopg 
ifurviye'thJ8idid>  and  ksbctneficial effects,  aft 
Eufebiutr  dbfervesif-,  W«re  hot  (ihivcrfal.  For 
Makimin)^>iKi(4k>  ruled  in  the;  Eaft^  not  ap« 
piovip^  €i(  it^  did-nor  pul)ii(h  itin*  the  iwopei: 
4brih$rbur  oiily  meatSbncd  it  tb!fai^  tH 
^V!srrior«t  <as  i^efy  did^tb  odi^ers.  Howevdl* 
^Sabiniifr,  the  praMorian  prefe<^  yvrqtc  to  all 
the  govetndf s  of  provinces^  iignifying  that, 
i^ce  it*  hod  b^n  fbond  impbfiible  to  reduce 
^e  chriftians^  by  any  means  to  the  obedience 
0f  thr  hiws.-the^fliould  pot  be-any  mpre  mc^ 
\t(k6d\    0n  this  the  p^cfecvition  ceaiipcit  the 

*  Heat]^en.Teftimonies,.yol. ;iiip».i296^'  "  .^ 

'  ♦  tiifcb,  ^ift.  ^b«'ix.  C^p;  tVpi'439^  .... 
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tte&'wiib^JidbeeAietfbdsiiiined  lo  the  thiiiei 
ti^ereliJta!t.Iibtrty*; 
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SECTION  m. 

'J%e  kenewai  of  the  Perfecutiottt  and  the  Jin^l 
elation  of  it, 

THIS  favourable  ftate  of  things  did  n<A 
tontrhutemore  thah  fix  months;  '  Andfft 
1  |)fetcnce  fbir  returning  the  pilrrecnrtioifi 
Maxinilni  Who  had  been  cfealed"  C*far  ift 
A.  1>.  3t>6,  and  Who  gbvem^d  in  the  Eaff, 
jii-otuitd  formal  apiiiitatiohs  td  bej  ihade  t6 
him firpM  Afltltjfch,  artd ttther cIti6s,>eiiuefU. 
ing  that  hb  ehriflian^  thight  be  pferitiitted  W 
refide  in  them.  His  chief  agfent  in  khis  bufil 
nefs  at' Ahtfoch,  ^as  Th^btecmis,  a  b'ftter  ^nd 
Ciyiy  feticrtiy  of  thfe  chHilian$;  who  hal 
cdnfec^ated  a  'ftatue  to  Jupitfer  Phllius^  arid 
Who  prttended  that  it  h^  giveri  ottt  art  6rai 
tktothi^  purpofc'fi    The  itf^peWr  readily 

•  Eureb.  Hift.  Lib.  ix.  Cap.  i.  p.  440*  ', 

t  Ibid.  Lib.  ix.  Cap*  iii.  p.  44a.  -  >. :    ! 
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complicsd  with  the  prayers  which  he  hifn&lf 
had  fuggefted,  and  the  heathen  rites  being  re« 
flored  with  great  zeal  in  all  places,  the  perfe- 
cution  of  the  chriftians  was  refumed  *. 

Eufebius  then  relates  a  fingular  contrivance 
of  the  heathens  to  di^csedit-chriftianity.  They 
publifhed  fidtitious  Memoirs  of  Pilate^  and 
diftributed  copies  of  them  through  all  the  pro« 
vincesfubje&  to  Maximin,  with,  orders  that 
they  ihould  be  taught  to  children  in  the 
fchools.  Alfo  fome  women  of  Damafcus 
were  prevailed  upon  by  threats,  to  give  evi- 
dence thjit  the  chriftians  of  that  city  were 
guilty  of  thofe  abominable  anions,  which 
had  fo  often  been  laid  to  their  charge.  Thcfc 
allegations  were  likewife  added  to  the  Me- 
moirs, ^nd  by  order  of  the  prince  they  were 
likewife  publifhed  m  all  places  -f*.  Some  of 
thp  pprfons  who  hsd  beenmoft  a(^ive  in  pro- 
(curing  thefe  allegation^  ^terwards  laid  violent 
hands  upQiithemfelyps, 

\jrhp  pprfe^ujtion  beingjhus  refiimoJ,  three 
perfons,..wl:^o  confcffed  tjiaf  they  were  chrif- 
tians,  at  Emefa  (pnp  pf  them  Sylvanus,  who 
had  been  bifhop  of  the  p}aGe  forty  years) 
werp  thrown  to  the  wild  bcafts.    At  the  fam? 

*  Eiifeb.  Ki^.  Lib.  ix.  Cap.  4.  p»  442f 
t  Ibi^f  Lib.  ix/Csfp*  ^.  p.  443,  , 
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time  Peter,  who  had  with:  great  reputation 
been  bifhop  of  Alexandria,  was,  by  the  efpe- 
cial  order  of  Maximih,  beheaded  j  and  ih  the 
fame  manner  were  other  Egyptian  bifhops 
put  to  death.  And  Lucian,  a  pre(byter  of 
Antioch,  mentioned  before  (the  fame  who 
is  faid  to  have  been  at  the  head  of  (;he  uni- 
tarians there)  being  carried  to  Nicomedia, 
where  Maximin  then  was,  was  put  to  death 
in  prifon  ♦.  The  refcripts  of  the^  empe« 
rors  againft  the  chriftians  were  alfo,  by  or- 
der of  Maximin,  engraved  on  brafs,  and  fet 
up  in  the  cities,  which  had  never  been  done 
before ;  and  tfiey  were  read  in  the  fchools 
along  with  the  Memoirs  of  Pilate  above- 
mentioned. 

A  copy  of  this  emperor V  refcript,  addrefled 
to  the  people  of  Tyre,  with  refpeft  to  what 
they  had  decreed  agatnft  the  chriftians,  is 
given  by  JEufebius  from  the*  table  of  brafs  on 
which  it  was  engraved ;  and  as  it  fliews  the 
true  fpifit  pf  heathenifm  more  diftindly  than 
any  other  public  monument  of  the  kind,  I 
(hall  give  the  whole  of  it  nearly  in  thetranf- 
lation  of  Or.  Lardner, 

.  **  Now,  at  length,  the  impudent  confidence 
*'  of  men,  having  once  ihaken  ofF  the  dark 

*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib-  Ur*  Cap.  €•  p.  444* 
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^  ffiitte  of  trror  add  ighonince,  xA^iUtt  for  4 
*'  timt  blinded  the  tninds  of  men,  nthftr  tnU 
''  fertble  tb^  wiclccd«  nmy  difcfem  that  tilt 
''  woHd  is  gDTertied  b)r>tbe  indisIgcot;proTii 
'*  dcnte  of  the  immortal  gods..  lit  is  impof^ 
''  Hblatto  fay  how  gratcEiiU  how  delightful^ 
'^  how  acoeptablt,  yt>ar  pious  fcfohitkxi  for 
'*  the.honour  df  thegods  has  beta  tdtis.*  Nor 
^*  whs  tt  before  unknown  to  any,  fattw  great 
y  is  yoor  refpedt  and  ventf^tion  for  the  gods, 
y  which  ha^e  been  manifeiled  not  by  vain 
''  words  only,  but  alfo  by  .great  woiicsi  on 
"  which  account  your  city  may  be  defervedlf 
^*  ftiled  the  feat  and  habitnrion  of  the  immor* 
*^  tal  godaj.  and  it  is  evident  by  many  prooist 
*^  that  fhe  flouriihes  by  the  advent  and  pr&i 
*'  fenet  of  the  heavenly  deities.  And  itow 
your  city^  ikegligeni  of  ydur  own  partictthr 
intereft,  and  no  lotiger  fading  td 'me  tk« 
reque(h  which  you  weir*  formerfy  wont  td 
•*  fend,  <ionducive  to  youf  6wh  |irofperity  i 
**  wheh  it  perceived  that  thii  pit>m<>ters  of 
•*  the  dcteftable  vanity  began  to  tf^eep  ibroad 
*'  again,  and  that,  lik*  fire  cartlef^Iy  raked 
**  up,  it  broke  out  with  redoubled  vtolentr, 
'*  immediately,  without  delay,  you  had  re- 
*•  courfe  to  our  piety,  ti  the  metropolis  of  all 
*^  relijgioHi^  requefting  redrefs  and  aflSilance ; 
^  ••nor 
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•^  (JcfigaWbee«p^t  iptajrourmuKlf  by  the 
^  ^  imnvHT tai  jgpdg^  ^r^  the.  fake  of  your  pious 
* '  regard f^r  them*  Tibitfinoft  high  aod  owft 
"  mighty  jHjipiter^u^hc^I^irefide^  ia  your  fa* 
**  mous  city^  who  prcftrv#s  jpur  oouatry  , 
•^  gods,,y<Mir  wives^  your^hildi^cni  yowr  fa*- 
''  nuliei t  aftd  houfes^  firom  deftrudtitm,  has  , 
^'  fuggdlcd  tibts  pettticm  to  youw  He  it  is 
'^  who  hasrhmathed  into  yonrminds  this^fa* 
•*  lutary  refolution,  evidently  (hewing  haw 
**  6$celfent^  andnohle,  and  profitable,  it  i^  to 
^*  wojcfhip  him,  and  to  perform  the  lacrdd 
^*  rites  afid  cerenionies  of  ths  immortal  gods 
*^  wath  due  veneration.  Who  can  be  fo  void 
*'  of:d]ib3feandreafIm»  asisiot  tolciiow,  that 
*^  kit  owmg  to  the  propitioos  Sivoop  kild 
**  bounty  of  the  gods  towards  US|  that  thfe 
^*  earth  does  not  neglei^^  tOireftore*t<>  u$  the 
*'  feeds  otxnmitted  to  it;  that  the  liopeW  thfe 
^*  huibahdman  is  not  difappointed,^  that  th6 
*'afpeft  of  deftruftive  war  is  not  imnrovei 
* '  ably  fixed  on  the  earthy  tteit  our  bodies  af'e 
*\  not  deilfoyed  by  the  inlempefanoe  of  th6 
•*  air,  that -the  ica-  is  not  rperpetually  tofled 
*:,and  made  to  bvcrflow^witii  ftormy  wiads; 
*'  and  that  the  earthy  the  mother  arid  jntrft 
*'  pf  all  (hingSi  is  ooliteilt  afunder  by  affrt^- 

•*  tions 
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♦•  tioris  within  its  own  bowels,  and  ihbutitains 
•*  fwallowcd  up  by  vift  and  unexpe<^ed  fcif- 
♦•  furcs  ?  There  is  no  man  who  docs  not 
'•  know  that  all  thcfe,  and  worfe  calamities, 
^*  have  heretofore  often  happened;  and  they 
•*  have  befallen  us  on  account  of  the  pcmi- 
^*  cious  error,  and  empty  vanity,  of  thofc 
^*  execrable  men,  which  are  fo  fpread  as  to 
••  cover  almoft  the  whole  earth  with  Ihame 
.M  and  diflionour/*  After  fomc  t)thcr  things, 
he  adds, 

••  Let  men  now  look  into  the  open  fields, 
"and fee  the  flouriftiing  corn  waving  its  full 
•^  cars;  let  them  fee  the  meadows  bedecked 
"  with  plants  and  flowers,  that  have  been 
"  watered  with  ieafonable  rain;  let  them  ob- 
••  ferve  the  calm  and  agreeable  temperature  of 
^^thc  air;  kt  aU  men,  thcreforci^  henceforth 
'^*  rejoice,  that  by  yoiir  piety  and  refpcft  for 
^^  tte  facred  rites  of  ireligion,  the  deity  of  the 
^  moft  valiant  and  moft  potent  Mars  hai 
•*  been  appeafed,  and  that  they  may  nowfc- 
*•  curely  enjoy  the  benefits  of  a  profoimd  and 
''  delightful  peace«  As  many  as  have  for- 
^'  fakcn  that, blind  error,  and  intricate  maze 
••  of  vanity,  and  are  returned  to  a  right  and 
^'  found  mind,  let. them  rejoice  abundantly, 
^^93  men  delivered  from  a  dangerous  tem- 

"  peft, 
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••  pcft,  or  a  grievous  difeafe,  smd  who  have 
**  now  before  them  the  profpeft  of  a  pleafant 
**  and:Qotnfortable  life  for  the  time  to  come. 
*'  But  if  any  ftill,  perii^  in  their  vain  and  de* 
•*  teflable  folly^  l(it^heii\be  expelled  far  away 
•*  fironi'youir  city  and  country,  as  you  have 
•*  llefired,  that  thus,  conformable  to  your 
**  laudable  care  in  this  matter,  your;  city 
••^beilJg  purged  from  all  defilement  and  wick- 
•*  ednefs,  you  may,  according  to  your  own 
'•  genuine  difpofition,  with  all  due  veneration 
**  >and  folemnity,  perform  the  (acred  rites  of 
**  the  irnfn<>rtal  gods.  And  that,  you  may 
**  know'  how  graceful  this  your  petition  has 
*•  been  to  me»  aiid  that,  without  decrees  and 
"without  petitions^  I  am  of  myfelf  forward 
•*  to  encourage :WpU  cjifpofed  minds,  we  per-r 
**  mit  you  to  afk  the  greateft  benefit  you  can: 
**  alk^  as  a  rey^ard  for  fo.rcligious  a  purpofc* 
**  Take  care  that,  you  afe  immediately,  and 
*  *  that  you  receive  what  you  alk  /  for  you  fliall 
**  obtain :it  without  delay;  Which  benefit,  be- 
**  ftowe<Jup0n  your  clty^  fliall  be  hencefor- 
**  ward,  thr<pughout  a(l  time,  a  monument  of 
**.  your  devout  pi^ty  f^r-  (he  immortal  gods. 
**  and  (hall  declare  to  your  children  and  pof- 
"  terity,  that  you  haVc  received  from  our 

•*  hands 
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*^  han^tt  Ftcompefice  of  yew  loHre  Knd  vii-«> 

We  here  fee  all  kmdis  df  temporal  profpe* 
i4«f  moft  confident^  afc^ibed  ta  tll6  influence 
of  tfhe  heathea  godkt  in  ccttifeqoehte  of  tiie 
obfervancr  of  the  ancient  rites,  aftd,  6nthe 
crthef  hand,  every  fpecicsof  temporal  cala- 
mity is  aftribed  to  the  ncgiedt  of  thoferites^ 
in  conftquence  of  the  general  spread  of  chrll^ 
tianity,  which  is  here  clearly  ackrtbwIedgedV 
and  grievoirfly  lamerittd.  This  refcfipt^  Eu- 
febitis  fays,  was*  fixed  up^  on  pill&rs  in  evety 
^vince,.foas  to  take  from  the  chriftians,  as 
fi8ira^t*i^ep(*\*'€P  of  man' could  go,  all  hope  of 
a  favourable  Atrn  to  their  af^irs  $ 

We*  have-  feerii  an  rafcription  ■  hi  hofttmr  of 
Meto',^  a^  having  extirpated  diriftianity  out  of 
Spaiff.  Two-  inferiptioM  Hai^e  difo  hecen  dif- 
ooveted,:  whfeh;  ai^iilie  the  fa*lJe  fiitcefe  to 
l)((K:ktianv  M^tximianf,  and  GaleriU«y  ^xpyef-* 
ilrtg»  that,  •^  the  nam*  df  the  ehriftlaii'$r  who 
'*'  had  overturned  thd"  fb»e,  was  elttinguifli* 
•*  ed+.*^  i4o*M  eiafj^is  i«  to  flatter  twinges 
with  actedmpKfhirig  what  is  abov6  their 
pciwtf  ^'  8ti  firwafithlsf  perfecutitttV,  1^^ 


*  Teftimonics,  Vol.  iii.  p.  31 6* 
t  H)id.  Vol.  ih  i^.  3^r.  ' 
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AmdijQi^  its  lotig'  otattinvanee  and  ft»etHy«; 
from  extirp^ing^cfarrftiaiiitifi  ihaf  it  w^r^ 
meao^  4>rf  giving  it  a  firmer  aftabiifl)Liricnt 
tbmi  maik  hadbe&jre^.sm^ii  of  e^xjtradinfe  the 
hounda  of.it*  :  Hht  epnfbMiy  di  tbe,OTi»f tyw 
coold  npt  buib  aftpnifli  r  maojr  q£  t  hci  he^.^e#)j$f 
a«i  it  convioccd.gmt  numbers^  thoit  fo  ce- 
inarkAbb  sta  cfFc/dt,  a  thingiuikniQWii  ux  t^r 
world  byefoqpv  * muifc  have  forr^ :,falidj  caiife^ 
This  would  kad  thentito  oiquimaiMxx thenar* 
ttire  and  evidence <>fdirillianit7;andtiiecoxw« 
fequenxrejof  thi$  witb  refpd&  t0  gveatntuxr-. 
bens  wa^^a»>crfuafion*'of  its  trutb^.  Many  of 
the  perfecuted:  chriflaans  alfo:fled  intodiiifcant* 
countries,  and  by  this  jmeans  carried  <her 
knowledget  -o^  dhri^m/tif  whbtkcx  it:  woulib 
thmj  otherwiib'have.  tcached:  fo  foon;;:  .Htt\«ri 
ever,  while  tbeea»petoi£s';&rvanta:Werct  ex>e*« 
cujtins thein ordeca in  the. pcoyihoes^ and  the 
chfiiftiaxis  defpaiired  of  allr  aid,  the^tpradtwasj 
curbddv  and  the  i  mqA:iHie;Kpeded  relief:  waai 
aflEbttdwithem.^.      ,  :5  .  ^   -l 

.  Asif  ie  had  been  therxiefign:  of-  providenn; 
to  ctmftriwjt^  the  Taibrpjietenfiom  odDMai:^' 
xnia,  withii^rpedt  ta  t^a  tirn'oterniptcdiiprafik 
pmtyi  whSob  bei  lEanfidehtljq  expeHf^bdti;iQm^xm 
the  restoration  o£the;ritiesuif;the  heath^woMi 

Ihip, , 
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ihip,  there  prefentlf  followc^d  a  total  failure 
of  the  ufual  quantity  of  rain»  to  which  fttc- 
ceeded  a  famine^  attended,  as  ufual»  by  a 
dreadful  peftilence,  the  efiedts  of  which  are 
particulariy  defcribed  by  Eufebius.  Maxi- 
min  was  alfo  worfted  in  a  war  which  he  car- 
ried on  againft  the  Armenians,  who  were  ge- 
nerally chriftians,  and  whom  he  had  endea- 
voured to  bring  back  by  fprce  to  the  worfhip 
of  the  heathen  gods.  In  the  ravages  of  this 
peftilence  the  chrifliaiis  were  diftinguifhed  by 
their  care  of  the  lick,  and  the  burial  of  the 
deadt  as  they  have  been  obferved  to  be  on  a 
former  occaiion ;  while  the  heathens  Ihame- 
fully  neglected  thefe  duties;  and  this,  being 
obferved,  operated  greatly  in  favour  of  chrif* 
tianity,  as  the  religion  which  alone  could  in- 
fpire  fuch  humanity  and  courage*. 

Soon  after  thefe  events  arrived  the  news  of 
the  defeat  of  Maxentius  by  Conftantine  and 
Licinius,  and  their  refcript  in  favour  of  the 
chrifttans  ;  giving  to  them,  and  to  all  the  fub- 
jedsof  the  empire,  a  complete  toleration  with 
refpe£t  to  every  thing  relating  to  religion,  and 
wRonng  to  tlwm  their  placei  of  public  wor« 
ihip,;and  all  the  poffeffions  of  which  they  had 
Wcniieprived  in  the  courfe  of  the  late  perfe« 
^  fiufcb.  pt(b;lib.  via.  Cap».  8»  p,  448. 
Y  -  '  cutiQQ. 
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cmm.  Mitifmh',  fefiajng  \^Mf  imzihc  \6 
op^pift  them,* dhd  reduced  ^to  iht  neceflity  of 
complying- with  their  trieafih^;  riow  puBi- 
liXWtd  afefcripit  (>f  tiis  bwh,-\3jr  which  he 
ei^wpted^li  Vhri(l:ia«fcfwm  puftifhhient,  but 
tvit*iaift'  '^ipi-eftly  p*eiThrtt!ng  tiferh  to  rei 
build  Ihisifthurdbes,  6ttX>  nfutne  theii-^ubh'fc 
W'o^fhi-^.  Thfe  <thti(Hdrtt5,  therefofre,  appte^. 
hfettding  fUcti  a  tlYanp  in  hi«tondti<a  as  had 
tak€h^^liei^b¥f6rfe,  ;f)tttrta^  in  hit 

promifes','  VhiCh  Were  feVideritiy  thfe  efFea  di 
coHipulfion*. 

After  thiii  Makimini  tttide  tvar  upbrt  Licii 
nius,  andbeiiig  wbffted  in  it,  he  firJI  of  all 
put  to  dikth  thie  ptlit{{i  atid  pro^htits  bf  the 
heathen  jgods,  by  A<rhofe'v*in  p^rofnifes  he  had 
undertaken  the  war,  SS^if  ^hey  had^bteh  eotii 
jurors  and  traitors  r  and  (hen  i^iving  glory,  afe 
Eufebi Ills  fays ^  t6  the  God  of  the  ehriftians^ 
he  publiftied  an  unexceptionable  rescript  iil 
their  ifavour,  giving  tKtm  tntire  liberty  tb  re* 
build  their  churches,  &hd  reftoring  to  thefft 
whatever  lands,  or  other  property,  had  beett 
confifcated.  Soon  dfter  this  hfc  died  bf  A 
grievous  difeafe.  But  Lalflantius  fays,  thai 
he  was  feiztd  with  this  difeafe  bef&re  the 

'  •  Eufeb.Hift:Lib.v^irCjip.9.p.45r, 
Vol,  !•  G  g:  ^       publi- 
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pubdication  ofthis  laft  edi^,  and  that  he  im- 
plored the  forgivenefs  of  the  chriftians^  pray- 
ing for  relief  from  his  diftemper  *. 
.  Maximin  being  dead ,  A.  D.  314,  he  was 
declared  to  be  a  public  ^em)r«  in  cofifequenee 
of  which  his  ftatues  were  ev^ry  where  thrown 
down,  and  thofe  who  had  taken  his  part,  and 
who  had  been  his  chief  inftruments  in  the  per- 
iecution  of  the  chriftians,  were  put  to  death. 
Among  thefe  was  PicentiuSi  for  whom  he  had 
had  a  particular  friendihip,  ai>d  Caledcmus, 
who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  the  un- 
bounded flaughter  of  the  chriftians  in  Egjrpt. 
Theotecnus  alfo  was  put  to  death,  after  being 
iirll  tortured,  together  with  thofe  priefis  and 
jprophets  of  Antioch  who  had  been  fo  adiivc 
in  the  bi^nefs  of  the  image  and  oracle  above- 
mentioned.  The  children  of  Maximin  alfo, 
^^d;his  favourites  in  general,  were  put  to 
death  +,•        : ' 

.  Thus  ended  this  great  perfecution,  till  it  was 
^vived  forafhort  time,  by  JLicinius,  A.  D, 
2 1 6.  Qn  his  undertaking  to  contend  for  the 
.^mpire  tvith  Conftantine,  knowing  that  the 
chriilians  would  take  the  part  of  his  rival,  he 
hoped,  no  doubt,  to  fecure  the  attachment  of 

*  De  MortibusPerfecutorunQ,Cap.49,  p.  90, 
t  £Uf<eb.  Hift.  Lib.  ix«  Cap.  jf  !•  p.  459. 
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the  heathens  (who  in  the  time  of  the  lafce  per-* 
fccution  were  by  much  the  majority  of  the 
fubjedks  of  the  cmpirfe)  by  (hewing  himfel^ 
hoftilc  to  chriftiihity.  He  began  with  ex** 
pelling  all  chiriftians  ffom  his  own  family. 
In  the  next  place  he  deprived  thenl  of  all  the 
military  honours  ihey  had  enjoyed  in  the  ci- 
ties. He  then  contrived  to  cut  oifF  ifeveral  ojf 
the  more  eminent  bifliops,  ton  other  pretences 
than  their  being  chlriftiaiiis  j  and  he  liJcpreftljr 
forbade  their  affembling  in  fynods  *.  Some 
churches  in  Pontus  he  fliut  up,  and  others  he 
levelled  with  the  ground,  on  the  pretence  that 
it  was  more  favourable  to  health  for  fuch 
crowds  of  people  to  affemble  in  the  open  air* 
He  more  cxplrefBly  forbade  inywonten  to  fre- 
quent the  places  of  worftiip,  ordering  that 
they  fhduid  be  inftrudled  by  other  women  at 
llome.  He  theh  prbceeded  to  confifcate  the 
goods  of  chriftians;  iand  laftly,  threatened 
them  With  death .  At  the  fafnc  tiriie  he  ftridUy 
forbade  any  perfofTS  afFordihg  the  le^  relief 
Ot  iafliftattce  to  thole  who  fhbuld  be  confiiied 
in  prifon,  under  the  penalty  of  being  fubjedt 
to  the  fame  punifhnvent  thfemfelves. 

The  goverfloffe  of  "proviiites,  feeirlg  the  dif-* 
pofitipn  of  their  mafter,  fubjefted  the  bifliops 
•  Viti Conft,  Lib. i.  Cap,  5 1»  p«  527. 

G  g  a  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


t0  tjip  f»nje  ,pupifhnn|ents  with  the  jp^eateft 
jinifcr:e$nt?,  wd  tpme  wejoc  evpn  cutioto^^jll 
,pip.ces,  aind  pjiycn  ifpr  fbod  tp  fe<;d  j^f^es.  On 
this  the  chrlfti^psbegan to ilep joncc ;nQQrie,  and 
£i$  £u(ebius  f^^jS,  the  £elds  and  ibtitudes,  th? 
n^ountains  ar)d  tKe  fc^rfft;?,  rcQsive^  ^he^i  ^> 
Licioius  was  prqcepcfing  to  the  giieatcipk  ex>- 
jtremities  in  thi^  perfecutipn,  \yi)en  Ins  couii^ 
was  cuf  ihoft  by  the  victories  /o£  Qof^^tuof 
.pvcr  hiu?. 

,  ,.j  jiimmn  L.I...    . 
SECT!  ON     ly. 

i 

0/  ibe  Martyrs  of  BaUfiine^ 

THAT  we  may  be  able  to  fprpa  ^  clearer 
,^  idea  of  tl^e  cruelty  and  extent  of  thi« 
perfecutiqn,  I  fhall  giye  a  fep^rale  airfountof 
tlie  martyrs  of  P^leftioe  from  a  particular 
trstdl.  of  Eufebius,  fubjoiped  to  his  eighth 
book  of  eccleliaflical  hiftory^  The  taruth  of 
th9  faAs  cannot  be  queftionedt  as.tl^  authpf 
was  in  the  country  at  the  tirfic,  and  wrote 
from  his  own  kqo wled^e.  . . .  , 

*^  Eufi2b*Hift.Lib.x.C^p:8.  p. ^9,  &c. '  Vita<^f& 
Lib.i.Cap.  51,52,53.  p#527*  JUb.u^^a^^  r,t.  p.535- 
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^  Tlitf  ffifffof  Aiife  rfiartyrs  was  ProCo^lUs  6^ 
6*farca,  ^^Ko  Wais-baickacdoh  thfe  ftfvftHth'o^ 
ri^  idcS  of  JuheVih  tli^  fii^ft  year  of  the  perfe- 
ction. Afftr  hirt  ttikny  other  clergy  of  tHe 
fe!me  province  fuflfeirtSd^WitH  great  donfta^cy. 
Not  a  fe^w,  however,  found  their  coiirage^fkil 
tteem.  The  itft-  were  tdrtiirferf  in*  VafioUs 
w^s ;  arid  Tome  were  faved  by  theby-ftabtT-' 
cYs'd-ying^out,  that  they  had  facriffciedj;  thougK 
ffieyl  redly  had  not.  Arid  though  otie  of  therff 
lliduted^out  that  he  had  riot  facrificed,  he  waS 
not  alio  Wed  to  be  heard ;  of  fo  great  addotrri^ 
diff-  thejr  malce  it  fo  induce  jyerfontf  to  apbO» 
^ti^e;  ormake  if  believed  that' they  had  doriif 
fo.  In  confequehcfe  of  this,  oiit  of  a  confider J 
able  riiiriiber  who  vt^ere  aclibufed  at  one  parti- 
ciular  thne,  only*  two,  Alpfheui  and  Zacheuis; 
itifRrfcd*  but  they  bore  variotis^modfis  df  tor* 
tbrb,  coiifelfirig'  ail  the  while  that '  there'  v^asf 
but' one  Cod,  andone  iSn^,  th^  Lord  JdfuS 
Chrift;  arid  were  tlren  behekaicK  This  w^"^ 
(in  the  frfteefrith  of^the^calends^of  Deceiriber^l 
On'th'eYaffie  day'fuffrtredUdmarii^  ar  de*U 
cbri^of  (5s6ftrea,  at  Aritroch.  That  was  tfife 
day' on  whi A  the  churches  iverc  demolilHttfi 
Seeing^  th*e-  pebple  gbing^  in  croiv'ds  fo  ftcri- 
ifciei  he*  was^inoved  with^  zealv^d^blild  rfb'i!^ 
♦  eitfefe  BmUh.  viil  Caj^  li  ^  40^,  ^ 

-  G  g  3  forbear 
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forbear  upbraiding  them  for  theyr  c<mdu6t. 
On  this  he  was  feized,  and  being  threatened 
with  fire,  heard  the  fentetice  with  a  fctent  and 
cheerful  countenance;  then  being  tied  to  the 
flake,  and  the  fuel  heaped  about  him,  while 
ihe  qf^^TS  we^e  Waiting  for  the  orders  of  the 
^mperor,  who  wa^  prefect,  he;  himfelf  called 
for  the  fire,  This  ^eing  noticed,  he  was  car-^i 
f ied  bipfore  the  emperor,  and  there  his  tOQgue 
wa$  9ut  out^  hi[mfelf  prefenting  it  for  the  purn 
pofe.  Aftpr  this  he  was  thrown  into  priforin 
where  h?  W2^s  cyuclly  tortured  in  the  flocks.^ 
and  then  flrangled.  This  was  ^n  the  firft 
year  of  the  perfecution,  which  extended  to 
the  bilhops  and  clergy  only  *, 

In  the  fecond  year  th?  p?rfecution  extended 
to  perfonsof  every  defcription,  and  in  this 
year  it  was  that  Timotheus,  having  borne 
?very  kind  of  torture,  was  confumed  by  4 
^ow  fire  at  p^za,  as  was  mentione4  before, 
At^the  fame  time  Agapius  and  Thccla  were 
fentcnced  to  be  thrQwn  to  the  wild  bcafls,  and 
-{vhile  thf  people  ^ere  exulting  in  the  idea  of 
this  fpeiSacle^  fix  young  jncn,  Timolaus  of 
Pontus,  Dionyfius  of  Tripolis,  RomulnSi^  a 
{bb-deacbn  of  the  church  of  Diofpolis,  two 
l^yptians,  Faucis  and  ^Icxdndcr^  and  alfo 

*  Eufeb*  Hift.  Lib.  viii.  Cap.  2*  p.  40Q. 

another 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Std.W.       CHRISTIAN ^CHt^ftGH.  '       45^ 

anctfhec  Alexander  of  Ga2a,  ttirvihg  fifft<auf*' 
td  their  own  hands -to  be  tiedi  as  ready  for 
martyrdonit  went  all  together  to  UrbanuSi 
the  governor^  who  was^  then  going  into  the 
amphitheatre,  acknowledging  themfelves  to> 
be  chriftians,  and  (hewing  that  they  were  hot 
afraid  of  the  wild  beafts.    The  governor  and:: 
his  companions,  being  aftoniflied  at  this,  pr* 
dered  them  to  pnfon*    A  few  days  aftier^: 
being  joined  by  Agapius^  who  had  borne  va-' 
rious  kinds  of  torture,^ahdby  Diohyfius,  who 
had  fuppiied  them  with  neceflaries,  they  were* 
all  beheaded  togethier.at  Cflrfarear  the  ninth  of 
the  calonds  of  April; 

'  At  this  time  j^jdetiatn  and  Maximian  re-^ 
iigned  the  empire,  after  which  followed  feve-* 
ral  wars,  which  terminated  in  the  fettlement 
of  the  erhpire  pnder  Confhmtine ;  but,  in  the 
mean  time,  Maximin  being  advanced  to  the 
empire,  and  governing  in  the  £aft,  the  perfe* 
cution  raged  with  more  violence  than  before  ; 
and  when  the  people  were  difperfed  in 
crowds,  and  flying  where. they  coyld  for  fafe« 
ty,  Apphianus,  who  was  not  tw^ty  years 
old,  and  of  an  opulent  family  of  Berytu^, 
diAinguifhed  himfelf  in  an  eminent  manner 
by  his  courage  and  conftaticy  •  Qa  becoming 
a  chriftian  he  had  left  his  Klations^  who  con- 

Cg4  tinued 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tili»«i  h^ihtjof.  andccajtW)  to  GtBfai-^,:  where 

he  bciamc  intirnatcl Jr .  acquainted-roirh  -Eiif&. 
l)iw»  spd  Uyc4  id  th^  f^Q.hoiif^r^vith  litm. 
This  pe?fQp>  with<mi  QCfci»nswi»caituig  hU.  dc- 
fign  to 'any  000],  wet^tiof  his  ojvti,iK:fcord  to: 
Vrhanusi  af)d  wouldjh?b)^.d»flru8dpd:hijfr.frpm. 
fiic»ifki«x«;  iMH.bfing  f«Md  by  tHr  guards, 
and  cfMfilly  beaten^  he;  was  thrown  intapri* 
fpn.  axid. being  the^e  tortunod,  be  was  brought 
befofcithe!goivcrhorr  ;"3fbcrc,  rcfufing  to  (z^ 
crificc^^his^flclbl  W(a$;  tor^fii  lOi  the  very  boaea 
afid  bowds,  .aiidihioccpMW'/fo.bruifcd  by  being: 
Be;aten-  wah:L8adeidUIJ€,itJiat  they  who  were^ 
the  bcft  acquainted  with  hiiiri;  coulddiat  know^ 
himr;  ftipjtyjftldling ikrithis,tociure*iint  tnoift- 
cned.AYilU  oiL'w45  put  rojundi^is-fcet,  and  fire* 
being  &t  toj'it,  'the  flefh:  wfls[.biimc;4  to.the; 
Yfrxy  hopejsri  :  He:  wfc$:»tBetrremaad?d:to  pri- 
fon^  and.thrfie,di>*3i:aftinthrownJptathefca, 
Xhis  was^ori.fbeJcKixthJqfitbeinoaeSioCi^pcil^ 
About  the  fame.. time^ayouthof-thfimixitt^ 
of'UIpian,  after iieing  oigelly  bealen«  Was  put. 
into  a  hag^  togetheriwiithia  dog  aT^diaifcrpenti 
and  thea: thrown  intofhefea,     i®deS.ii^^  th^ 
brother 'bfAT>phiani4s^  after  ertdurJng  vafious^ 
tortwresv^Vas•<:•onde*nnfcd  tO' the  mines  of  Fa- 
l^inec    Biufclraviag*b"y-fotn€*means*or'Othet • 
^^-EufebrHlflf-  Lib.  ViU/Cai>r4;  p.^i^. 
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gothii  Mberty,  he  went  td  AT^xaridria,  and 
there' feeing  rfie^ortrnat  infuWng'and  abtifl 
ing  fbnYe  chrifWans  in  a»fliocKing  manner,  he 
V/ent  tohimi  and'  behaving  nrtuch  in'  the  fame 
manner  as^  his  brother  had  done  before  him^ 
he  wa6^expof<bd  towrious  kinds  of  torture, and 
tJleii' thrown  inro  the  fea*. 
-Iti-fhfefdufthyteardfthepcrfcciltlotii  on  the 
tiwwlftit-of  the  calends  ^f  December,  itb^ing 
theibiisihJday  of  M'aKiinin,  fplefidid-gahifes 
were  exhibited  ilv  his'  preffcnber and  then  Aga^ 
ptiis,  wHbiwas  meririoned  before;'  as^  having 
been 'fen fenced  to^gethfervvith'ThccIi  to  be 
throwfy'tb'thfe  vvild^beaft^,  was*  Brought  be- 
fore the  empN^or,  lilong  with  aflave  who  was 
faid  tohave-mu'rdered'his  mafter.  This  flavo 
Had*  his  hie  granted-hitfr,  and  the'-'clemency  of 
the  emperor  was  greatly  extolled  by  the  mob  / 
but  Agapitis,  refufing  hjs'hberty  oti^theterms 
of  renoutVciytg  his*  religions,  wa's  fiHV  of  all- 
thrown  iiWoHihe  \\'dif  of  an  enraged'  fhe'  ibcar^, 
Which^lii^tnet  of  his  ow  n  accord  -^  aiid'  then' 
aftcr'be'f?tg^tC)rn-''by'her,'  bef6re  he  was  quitd^ 
deadi  h^'^^afs  carri-ed^back  to  prifo^n*,  arid  thet 
diiy  fcrfWvv.ing  he  *  was  thrown  ihtothe^fea-, 
with  ftdrrt^  faiiened'to  his  legs^f-.^   ' 

*  *  Eu^eb.  Hift,  Lib.  Viiu  Cap.  5.,p.  416, 
t^Ibidt  Gap.  6i  p-4^7* 
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In  the  fifth  year  of  the  perfecudon,  on  the 
fourth  of  the  nones  of  April,  being  Sumiayt 
Theodofia,  a  young  woman  of  Tyre,  not 
eighteen  years  old^  being  at  (psefarea,  went  to 
fome  perfons  who  were  then  acknowledging 
themfelvee  to  be  chriftians  in  the  prefence  of 
the  governor,  probably  to  aflc.their  pmyers 
after  their  martyrdom,  which  w^  npuiicofn* 
mon  thing  at  that  time.  Being  noticed  and 
prefented  to  the  governor,  he  firft  infulted 
her  in  the  groffeft  manner,  and  then  ordered 
her  fides  and  bjreafts  to  be  torn  with  iron  hooks 
to  the  very  bones ;  and  while  flie  yet  breathed* 
preferving  a  ferene  ^nd  placid  countenance^ 
flie  was  thrown  into  the  fea,  After  this  the 
governor,  turning  to  the  other  confeffors,  or- 
dered them  to  be  fent  to  the  mines  of  Pha^nus 
inPaleftine. 

On  the  nones  of  November,  Sylvanus,  then 
^  prcfbyter,  ^nd  confeflbr,  but  afterwards  a 
bifhop,  was  condemned  to  the  fame  mines* 
the  joints  of  his  feet  being  firft  difabled  with 
hot  irons.  At  the  fame  time  Domninus,  a 
perfon  diftinguiChed  by  many  confeifions, 
was  fentenced  to  be  burned  a^ive.  The  fame 
cruel  governor  ordered  three  to  fight  as  gla-r 
diators,  a  venerable  old  man,  Auxenriu$»  to 
be  thrown  to  the  wild  beails,  and  fome  per- 
I  fons 
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fonS  of  middle  age  to  be  firftcaftratcd,  tod 
then  fent  to  the  mines. 

Others,  after  enduring  cruel  tbtturcs,  the 
Ikme  governor  threw  into  prifon,  and  among 
thefe  was  the  excellent  Pamphilus,  to  whom 
Eufebius  was  fo  much  attached.    The  go* 
vernor  having  heard  of  his  cham<ler,  expcdled 
to  fee  a  fpecimen  of  his  eloquence  and  phi^ 
Ipfophy;  but  on  his  ifefufing  to  facrifice,  he 
was  fo  much  enraged,  that  he  ordered  him 
to  be  fubjedled  to  the  greateft  torture,  and 
not  yielding  to  it,  though  his  fides  were  torn 
with  the  iron  hooks,  he  was  thrown  into  pri- 
fon together  with  the  reft.  Eufebius  obfervcs, 
that  not  long  after,  this  very  governor,  who 
had  been  in  the  higheft  favour  with  Maxi-* 
min,^  was  publicly  difgraccd  by  hiri),  and 
then  condemned  to  lofe  his  head^. 
'  In  the  fixth  year  of  the  pierfecution,  ninety^, 
feven  men,  with  women  and  children^  were 
fent  from  Porphyritcs  in  Egypt  into  Palefn 
tine,  where  Firmilian,  the  governor  who  had 
fucceeded  Urbanus,  ordered  .the  joints^  and 
£news  of  their  left  feet  to  bedeftroy^d  by 
fire,  their  right  eyes  to  be  dug' out,  and  the 
£x:kets  to  be  burned  with  an  hot  iroh*  Then  he 
fent  them  to  the  mines,  together  with  thofb 
f  Eufebt  Hift,  Jib.  viiv  C^p-  7.  p.  418. 

whq 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4fc:      THE  HTSTODKV  07  TKB      PiW.t«; 

viha  Md  beeh  condenrmed  to  ferVe  ar  glodieic.' 
tors,  but  who  had  rcfufed  to  Icam  thdr  proper* 
cx^rcifcs.    Thcfe  hafd:  been  hroJughr  befbre 
Maximin  himfelF,  and  after  havingr^been  tDr^ 
tured-  with .  hunger  aUd  fcbufging^  had  bdoii 
condemned  to  this  fecond  punifhmcnt; 
.  After  tfaefc,'  others  who  had. been  apprei^ 
hencjed  at  Gara^  in  a  naeetin^;  where  thcrfcrip-^ 
tui^s  were  read;  were  treated  in'  thcr  fimfie' 
manner,  with  thofc  from  Egypt,  with  isew^ 
iJpc£t  to  their  feet  and  cyesi  and  fonte  hasl^ 
their  fides  torn  bcfides.    Of  thefe  one  vtoy 
man,  who  reproached  her  judge!  fiprthn^alieh^' 
ing  her  with  violationf^  wasifid):  icoui^ged^^ami' 
when  (he  was  placed  on' the  engine  ofl  torturet^ 
and  they  were  teiririg  her  (ides   with)  thd 
Hook&,    another  woman    exclaimed  agaimft 
their  proceedings^  and  aflded*  hoW'they^  covAi 
torture:  ber:  (ifteir  in  that  mMmt4    This^  fo 
provoked  the  jiidge;  thathcdrdereri  hertd 
t*  feized,  and  on  herrefu(in]gft$t(atrifice^  (he 
was(  inftantly  ejcpofedJto  greater' tOTtcire  thart 
ateyibeforc^  het>;  !and -after  thatrbbthfthe^wo^" 
nwa  .Wicre  bunefed^uogethcrl     Onelof  thecot 
w^§  b&*n  in  the^  neigjhibourhood;  of  !Sa^54>  ^d 
tfc4  othear,.i5vbQ'^*<afi'^Ied'^ V^dtiriar  was  o^ 
G»fftr«fej 
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>?refcntly  after  (follpyvJed  ^he^jKi^cuti^  'of 
Paiilus,  who  haeing^ri^ged  with  lo^Ve  to 
pray  beforjB  be  was  'bQbe^de^i  pr^yodatoud^ 
firft  for  th*  pe«ice  of  the?  whol^  <jbriftiiid 
church,  and  th^n  far  the  conrverfion  of  tbf 
Jews,  the  Samaritans,  and  the  Qentites,  th^ 
they  might  be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  true  God .  He  prayed  more  ^f pecially  for 
the  company  prcfent,  for  the  judge  who  had 
condemned  him,  for  th^  emperors,  and  for  hi$ 
executioners,  that  what  they  were  going  to  do 
might  not  he  imputed  to  them.  All  were  much 
affeifted  by  this  prayer,  but  notwithftanding 
this,  he  wasbeheadedaccprdingto  his  fentence* 
This  was  on  theeighth  oif  the  calends  of  Auguft,' 
Prefently  aftfer  one  hundred  and  eighty  more 
were  brought  from  Egypt,^  and  being  firft 
maimed,  as  the  others  from  the  fame  country 
had  been  before,!  in  their  left  feet  and  right 
eyes,  were  fent  by  the  orders  of  Maximin; 
fpme  to  the  mines  of  Paieftine,  and  others  ta 
thofeofCilicia*. 

After  this  there  was  a  little  refpite  of  the 
perfecution,  but  it  was  foon  renewed  with  aS 
much  violence  as  ever,  frefh  orders  being? 
given  by  Maximiato  all  the  governors  of  pro-4 
Yinces,  and  other  officers,  to  reftore  the  heathenr 
temples,  and  to  compel. all  perforis,  nuen/ 
*  Eufeb.  Hid.  Lib.  viii.  Cap,  8.  p.  420. 

women. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


46a       tHE  HlSTOkY  OF  THE      PEjt;Vt. 

women ,  flaves,  and  children  to  facrifice;  Or« 
den  were  aHb  given  that  everything  that 
was  fold  in  the  market  ihould  be  confecrated 
by  libations^  and  that  all  who  came  to  the 
public  baths  ihould  be  compelled  by  the 
guards  to  perform  the  cuftomary  rites.  This 
appeared  extravagant  and  unreafonable  even 
to  the  heathehs  themfelves,  fo  that  no  perfon 
would  accufe  any  of  the  chri(tians.  But  they 
were  forward,  as  ufual,  to  declare  themfelves. 
Three  in  particular  went  together  to  the 
prefident  as  he  was  facrificing,  entreating 
him  to  defift,  and  to  worfhip  the  Creator  of 
the  world.  On  this,  finding  that  they  were 
chriitians,  he  ordered  them  tobeexecutedi 
but  without  previous  torture*  This  was  oii 
the  thirteenth  of  the  ides  of  November*  At 
the  fame  time  a  young  woman  of  the  name 
of  £mmathast  being  brought  before  the  judge^ 
was  firil  dragged  in  a  cruel  manner  through 
the  city  naked  to  the  waifl,  and  beaten  with 
thongs,  after  which  fhc  was  burned  alive. 
This  prefident  Firmilian  forbade  the  burial  of 
the  martyrs,  and  had  them  watched  night  and 
day  for  that  purpofe;  fo  that  the  dog«,being 
permitted  tg  tear  them,  and  drag  them  about^ 
the  whole  city  was  full  of  bones  and  entrails, 
al^iorrid  fpedacle  to  every  body. 
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:   The  following  month,  on  the  fourteenth  of 
thecalcnds  of  January,  fome  Egyptians,  wh<> 
had  been  fcnt  to, perform  fome  kind  offites  to 
their  countrymen,  who  had  been  "mutilated^ 
and  fent  to  the  mines  ofCilicia,  werefeized 
at'  the  gates  of  Caefarea;  and  fome  of  them 
were  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe 
whom  they  came  to  relieve,  beihg  lamed  in 
one  foot,  and  having  their  right  eyes  put  out; 
but  three  of  them,  being  fent  to  Afcalon^ 
fuffered  in  a  different  manner,  two  .of  them 
being  beheaded  and  one  burned  alive.    On  the 
third  of  the  ides  of  January,  Petrus  Apfela« 
mus,  bcin^  exhorted  by  his  judges  to  con- 
fidier  his  youth,   but   preferving  his   con-^ 
ftancy,  was  burned  in  the  fame  fire  with  Af- 
clepius  a  Marcionite,  whbfe  zeal,  fays  our 
author,  was  not  according  to  knowledge*. 
But  did  not  this  man  die  for  the  very  fame 
truth  for  which  the  reft  fuffered,  viz.  a«  a 
thrift ian,  without  any  regard  to  his  particu- 
lar opinions    with   refped  to  chriftianity. 
Such  is  the  lamentable  prejudice  of  fome 
chriftians,  that  they  can  allow  no  merit  ex- 
cept to  thofe  of  their  own  way  of  thinking* 
Our  author  next  proceeds  to  give  a  more 
*  Eufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  vili.  Cap.  lo*  p.  426. 
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parfikntlar  aixroiint  of  the  fttfTeriiil^  txf  Tiis 
dear  Pamphtliis^  <iitim  diftmgudfliediir)r.in^rf 
virtue: r  Vits  itadiffereocc  to theiMnid  /this  dia# 
riry  to  the  rpoorVhis  attadhmemto^phtk^op^ 
and  efpecially  Mis  ffudy  of  the  fcriptraes,  to 
irhofe  life  Eii.febius  devoted  three  cxttire 
books.  He  then  giTies  an  account  of  his  ele* 
ven  cofnt)aoions  in  tribulation »  among  whom 
was  Vaiens,  an  old  man,  a  deacon  of  the 
church  of  Jerufalem,  who  greatly  excelled  irt 
the  knowledge  cf  the  fcriptures,  and  Paulus, 
uho  had  been  tortured  before.  When  thcf* 
thrcb  had  been  confined  two  years,  they  were 
joined  by  five  Egyptians,  who  had  been  fent 
to  vifit  their  brethren  in  Cilicia,  and  like  the 
form/er  had  been  apprehended  at  the  gates  of 
Caefarea,  and  the  next  day,  which  was  the 
fourteenth  of  the  calends  of  March,  they  were 
brought  before  the  judge,  together  with  Pam« 
philus  and  his  friends. 

.  At  firfl  the  judge  attempted  to  (hake  the 
fortitude  of  thefe  Egyptians,  by  various  kinds 
of  torture;  but  this  having  no  efFed:,  they 
were  fentenced  to  die.  Then  Pamphilus  and 
his  friends,*  being  aflccd  whether  they  would 
at  length  obey  the  emperor,  and  refufing  to  do 
it,  were  likcwife  ordered  for  execution.    On 
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this  onrc  iPbrphyrius-,  a  yourig  tnaji  of  the  fa- 
mily'af:Parhphiliis;  called  out  of  the  crowdi 
bcgghnrgithat  he  might  he  permitted  to  bury 
his  maifter*  <Bni  the  judge,  finding  hihi  to  bo 
a  chrifti&n,  ordered  him  to  be  tbrtured  in  the 
moft  excruciating  manner;  And  when  he  ex* 
preffed  ho  fetifc  of  pain,  he  ordered  him  to 
be  ihrpwh  into  a  large  pile  of  fire; .  and  thus 
he  died  before  his  riialler.  The  fate  of  this 
Porphyrius  was  told  toPamphilus  by  one  Se* 
leucus,!  a'confeffor,  and  .who  had .  been  4  fol* 
dicr.r:  Thlsijein^;  obfcrved,  h&.alib  w^s  can* 
ried;to  thr^refidtnait,  ^and  by  hifpiiorc^red  to 
bc€xecnatedi  .  •./•;;;.-;  ;^   .  ..  :  . 

Afte>this  Theodiulus,  a  v<safcr^lpi  old  man» 
of  tBe  governor -s  oi^h  rfamily>  and:  who  bad 
been  muoh  efteemed  by  him  on  dtjcpunt  of  his 
faithful  fervices,  behaving  ^$  Seleucus  had 
done»  his  mailier  w2aa  more  enraged  at  him 
than  at  any  of  rthp  reft,  fo  that  he  fentenced 
him  to  be  erucificdij  The  laft  of  the.  twelve 
was  Julianns,  of  Ca^paddcia^.  whp  <  hejiring  of 
th«  execution  of  thefe  martyrs,  ran  to  fee  it^ 
and  feeing  their  bodies  on  the  ground,  he^ 
out  of  refpeda,  kiffed  them.  This'^tjcing  ob« 
fcrved^  he  was  br<>ught  to  Pitmiliani  who 
ordered  him  to  be  burned  alive,  a  feritencc 
for  which  he  gave  God  thanks^    The  foodies 
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of  all  theie  cwehw  were  watched  four  days 
'and  nights,  ^it^fadghk  la  d«r*ilBed  bjr 
i(i4ld  b«dh  J  bat  as  tiker  lagr  atttkarf  tkneim* 
fouchcdy'tiicjl'  ^cre  ordeitsd.  tb  be  Iraried. 
While  Uie4»i4e  of  ihefe.t^eive  inai]tiri>s  ivai 
ini^  talked  of.  Adrian  and  ihibuhisvof  Mam 
ginttli  tame  tcCatCajna.  to  itc  the  othttcoa* 
feflbri ;  hue  %ieiiig'  4bejpe  a^R^nded*  thef 
wefe  litft  toifured,  and  diealenteticed  to  fa<e 
throti**  »  Ae  wild  beafis.'  Two  jkjs  .after 
thts,S4z.  k\it  Y)^rd"oltftie-.tionesj]f  Mavd), 
AdfiaA  m^^x^bfed/toia  lion,  ahl'  tfaen.iiiift 
fhreu^  With' a  fWMd^;  and  onttwaaiteiof 
March,  Eubulus  was  treated  in  the^&anei&aQ.' 
net.  ¥hi« 'dofeS'tiie,acfaotaRt.idf  tfiofe^'^ho 
itl^Md/fiktfyrdciffl'ih  'CtfTa^M  ODljr^  Sbmo 
tiMe^til^i  «his  gcrtttfiivf'  F^ni3fUa».<«!as  hn»< 

tiefh  6«ri'  author  fays  he  might  ntlate  the 
^iittd&tibfl'bf  fdftMlii/hopiand  ckvgyto  the 
fir^^ilbd^o/  tak^l  paiJeW-ehe  ediperar's 
ea(meh  Mcl4iM>fe(;<  <8ba  fftfStlietorttmdg  oi 
tfih^t»  by  'the  gc»ve]M9irt  df  ptonfinjeei;  to  laaiK 
them  difedVerthe«Fea<br<J«  of  theif,thttith«, 
and  AKafhi^  things  iif  a!  di^kteatmtme,  afnd 
lefs  hfMfMfiby  to  the  dmftiaas,  efpectall]^ 
fheir  ftaihef«i  did^nfii»ds  ^ttnMig  i^Kimfdrsfi 
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iri  the  ♦'felt  tHTie  ofthit  perfecutlofl,  ffcfcrtin^ 
to  the  Meletians,  and  the  D<:mitlfts,  of  Whorrf 
aff  atcoUrtt  will  be  giveifl  herestftef )  .bu«  hfe  a^o- 
ltJgi4*es  fornotetiteringitttflf  thfefe  partichlart^^ 
^rid.  |)foceeds  t6  give  aft  acttturti  of  ffife  ftvcfrtth 
y^jllr  of  the  perfecation,  in  wfcfch  it  waS 
gfccirty  fda*ed  through  all  Pafcftih*;  fhftrt 
being-  none  to  iatcufe  the  ch^ifli^hSi    A  greaf 
multitude  of  the  confeflbirs  having  bfeert  con-* 
dtWfncd  to  th*  bra[fs  mines  iri  tfh^Fiburrt'ry ^  thef 
hkd  b«eft  indulged  With  great  life^ttyV  fo  tliat 
fhejr  formed  therft/elVeS  iil^d  itgular  ielhurclies* 
BlW  the'  em|>€for,  b^i'njfe  InfofnfetJ  6£  iftVrs  by 
thft  g«>veriS6r  of  the  ii?<>Vmc6,  garVit  6r'd&s  tliat 
ffetey   (houtd  be  dividea^  info  diflfet^nt  corti* 
fyinits  i  add  in  coAftqliencc  o^flfiVfom^^ 
feftt  ^oXyprui/othefs  to  mount  Liban6^,  kftd 
ih'e  i-eft  to  different  part^  of  the  courftiyV  t6 
be  employed  in  different  woffc^s*    Blit  four  ot 
fhc  mofl:  diftingurflied  krtiohg^  thettt  Were  fe^ 
k<acH,  and  brought  before' the  rttiKtary  com- 
mander of  the  place*    Two  of  thefeV  viz;  Pe* 
'    leusand  Nrlus,  hatd  Been  biilibps  ip  Egypt, 
Ae  AirdvfuppcJfed  to  be  Hclias-,  wa4^a  j[)ref- 
^yteif,  and  the  fourth  Patermuthfus,  a  riiaii 
ttninerht  for  his  benevolence;    All  thtffe/  rfe* 
.   *  £ufeb.  Hift.  Lib.  viil.  Cap.  12.  p.  434. 
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fuHng  to  renounce  their  religion,  were  con« 
demned  to  the  flames^ 

.  Others,  vvho,  on  account  of  their  age  or  in- 
firmity, were  incapal^k  of  working,  were 
fent  to  livfc  In  the  country,  at  a  diftance  from 
the  reft.  The  chief  of  thefe  was  Sylvanus, 
biiiop  of  Gaza,  f^nriOus  for  his  confeilions 
from  the  beginping  of  the  pcrfecution  to  the 
end  of  it.  TJiere  accompanied  him  feveral 
Egyptians,  and  among  them  one  John,  who 
had  a  mpft  excellent  ntelnory,  being  able  to 
repeat  all  the  fcriptures  by  heart;  fo  that 
when  he  was  reciting  mmQriter  in  the  public 
congregation,  Eufebius,  who  was  prefent, 
thought  that  he  had  been  reading.  Though  he 
had  been  lamed  and  deprived  of  his  eyes,  he 
ftill  enjoyed*  his  memory.  At  length  thefe 
mutilated  and  blind  con^iTors,  to  the  number 
t)f -thitty-esight,  were  by  the  order  of  Maxi- 
min  beheaded  in  one  day;  and  this  ciofed  the 
perfecution  in  Palefline,  where  it  had  raged 
eight  years*. 

This  perfecution  was  itioft  feverely  felt  in 
the  Ea{|t,  as  Lybia,  Egypt,  Palefline/ Syria, 
and  thence  to.  lUyricum.  In  the  Weft  the 
chriftians    were    more  favourably    treated* 

*  £|fi(bb.  Hift.  Lib.  viii«  Cap.  i3rp.  435. 
^  Con« 
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Conftlntlus  contented  himfelf  with  denM>* 
lifhing  their  churches,  and,  in  compliance 
with  the  difpofitionof  his  colleagues^  he  could 
oot  do  lefs*.  According  to  EufebiuSt  he  did 
not  even  do  this  *f. 


SEC  TIP  N    V^ 

Of  fome  Martyrdoms  J  the  Account f  of  which  ^ 
though  Ancifnty  are  mixed  with  Fable ^  viz. 
that  of  Bonifatf;  and  thofe  of  Taracbus^ 
Probus^  and  Andronifus. 

NOTWITHSTANDING  the  mixture  of 
fablcf  In  the  hiflories  pf  the  martyrdoms» 
which  I  (hall  relate  in  this  fedlion,  yet  ^  it  can 
hardly  be  doubted  but  that  they  had  a^foun^^ 
dation  in  truth,  I  do  not  think  it  right  wholly 
to  omit  them.  But  I  Ihall  not  trpuble  the 
reader  with  all  the  fabulous  circymftan^ea 
with  which  they  are  mixed*  ^^iides,  it  is  no 
Jefs  inftru<5live  to  us  at  this  d^y  to  fee  the 
fauks  than  the  virtues  of  the  pritnitiy^  chrif« 

^  De  MortibusPerfecutorum,  Cap.  15;  p,  29* 
f  ttift.  Lib.  viii»  C^p.  \  3.  p.  396,         \  •   -      ' 
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t««is,  afid  no  JBur  writer  has  tnymo^in  to 
omceatthem.  * 

Accordingr  to  Eufebius,  and  the  nM>ftati« 
thcntk  bifloirians,  chriftians  foon  laid  an  un- 
due ftrefs  upon  martyrdom,  as  if  the  «0ieFe 
fufFering  for  chriftianity,  independently  of 
the  temper  pf  mind  with  which  a  man  had 
lived,  or  with  which  he  died,  would  cer- 
tainly recommend  him  to  God,  and  even  give 
him  a  rank  gipd  influence  jn,  anotljer  world  to 
which  nothlAg  elfe  could  raife  men.  Some 
0f.th6-.mi^Ftyrf  themfejyes  ti^^the  f^eidea^, 
wd  were  led  by  then>  tp  ^  yery  it;pproper 
CQndu4  before  \\\cix  deaths,  in  tl^eir  liji^h^v^our 
to  themagiftrates,  and  iriJpe  chwrch^  if  tbey 
furvived  fuch  fufFerings  as  intitled  them  to 
the  naMe  of  i^i^r/yrx,         '  '      :    , 

^  -  Ghrtft  janity  i^  no  more  anfWdrabki  for  this; 
thun  for  any  other  abuib  of  its  dolkiAeis  ^r  in^ 
ftitutions*  It  was  prbpofed  to  perfcffts  in  all 
Rates  of  mind,  and  W^s  enlbra<:ed  bymany 
tvhofe  diftordant  p^inci^l*s  attd  ihajtims  it 
could-  ntff  'laPways  'efiidicatc, '  and'  thertfort 
Wis- held  together  A\»ifH  thefh;  Now,  nothing 
h^d  got  fafti^hold'  on  the' minds  of  all  meii 
at  4he  tim^'of  the  promulgation  of  chriftia-f 
pity,  tj[\aa  thp  notion  pfth^t  efficacy  of  9qrlain 
f£ffm^  indepqi4<»tly^  of  «Ay.Wnip^  of  mind 
jr;    ;.  l'-  with 
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vrith  itoHich  they  were  performed,  to  recom«i 
tnend  them  to  the  favour,  and  to  fecure  the 
^oteAioa  of  the  gads,  thofc  invifible  powers 
by'  ivhich  the  world  is  gevemed;  With  this 
vievrthejr  had  been  ufed  to  ^o,  and  to  fufier» 
the  moft  extraordinary  things,  ^ad  ha^  ifi-* 
Ri£kcd  upon  themfelves,  as  well  as  upon 
others,  the  greateft  cruehies.  We  fee  in  the 
Faquirs  of  Indoftan,  and  the  tortures  which 
th^  people  of  Mexico  voluntarily  cnduredg 
that  this  idea  was  not  peculiar  to  the  old 
world,  but  that  it  is  produced  by  the  fame 
ignorance  of  the  realcaufes  of  things,  and  of 
the  nature  of  God,  at  all  times, 

Thofe,  therefore,  who  make  due  allowance 
for  the  operation  of  foreign  influence  upon  the 
human  mind,  will  not  befurprizcd,  or  of- 
fended, at  a  great  mixture  of  fimilar  fuper- 
flit  ion  among  chriftians,  who  had  been 
heathens^  They  afcribed  to  the  water  of 
baptifm  a  virtue  fimilar  to  that  of  their  former 
rite^  of  purificatiorf,  to  the  Lord's  fupper  that 
of  their  myftical  initiations;  and  to  niartyr- 
dom  that  of  thofe  feverities  which  the  heathebs 
had  fome  times  been  ufcd  to  exeycife  upon^ 
themfelvcs,  .       '  ' 

Alfo,  the  natural  effdd  of  having,  enter* 

taincd  thefc  ideas  of  the  value  of  fuflcring^ 
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and  the  high  rank  it  gave  to  the  fufferers, 
would  lead  fome  of  the  martyrs  to  behave 
with  that  contempt  of  pain,  and  that  info^ 
lence  towards  thofe  whoi  inflicted  it,  which  is 
very  unbecoming  chriilians.  There  can  be 
no  tme  propriety  of  behaviour  without  juft 
fentiments.  In  all  other  cafes  an  abatement 
is  to  be  made  for.  the  undue  influence  of  fu** 
perftition,  or  fuch  motiyies  as  arc  foreign  to 
true  religion.  On  this  account  the  heroifm 
of  Chrift,  and  that  of  the  early  martyrs,  is  as 
much'fMpcrior  to  that  of  many  in  the  latter 
ages,  as  pure  chriflianity  is  fuperior  to  that 
deb^fed  kind  of  it  which  poiTeiTed  the  minds 
of  many  of  thofe  who  came  after  them. 

Chrift  and  the  appftles  had  no  fuperftition. 
"that  is,  they  did  not  conne<^  the  favour  of 
pod  with  any  thing  bcfides  a'  gQod  difpofi^f 
tion  of  mind,  and  that  upright  co^di^O:  in 
life  which  fprings  from  it ;  and  therefore  they 
confi^ercd  martyrdom,  fimply  as  an  ad:  of 
obedience  to  th?  will  of  God,  which  requires 
that,  in  all  eyents,  we  ^dhe^e  to  truth  and  a 
a  good  confpiepce^  from  the  perfuaiion  that, 
if  we  have  not  qur  recompenc?  in  this  world, 
we  fliall  certainly  find  it  in  another.  They 
^id  not  teach  men  to  rufh  upon  perfecution, 
but  rather  prudently,  thpi^gh  mt\^  innocei^ice^ 
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to  avaid  it;  and  Paul.«preflly  fays,  that 
though  he  (hould  give  his  body  to  be  burnc4> 
it  would. avail  him  nothing  without  idiarityi 
or  a  principle  of  benevolence. 

On  the  contrary,  it  cannot  be  denied  thai 
fome  of  the  martyrs  expofcd  themfelves  to 
torture  and  death,  from  the  idea  that  the  mere 
fufFering  in  that  caufe  would  cancel  all  their 
crimes,  and  intitle  them  to  the  moft  diftin- 
guilhed  place  in  heaven,  for  which  it  is  pof* 
fible  that  their  real  difpofitions  would  very 
little  contribute  to  qualify  them.  However, 
the  fortitude  with  which  they  died  in  this 
caufe  adds  to  the  evidence  of  chriftianity,  as 
it  is  a  proof  of  fuch  a  general  perfuaiion  con* 
cerning  its  truth,  as  could  never  have  been 
produced,  I  do  not  fay  in  the  minds  of  thofe 
particular  men,  but  in  thofe  of  the  great  body 
of  chriilians,  without  a  real  foundation  in 
hiftorical  fa(^.  Thefe  particular  men  might 
become  chriftiai^s,  and  enter  the  lift  of  mar* 
tyrs,  without  being  able  to  give  a  rational  ac* 
count  of  their  faith;  but  if  there  never  ha4 
been  a  well  grounded  faith  in  it  originally, 
their  infufficicnt  faith,  if  it  may  be  fo  called, 
^ould  not  have  had  arfy  e^iftence^ 

Nor  are  we  to  wonder  at  the  mixture  of 
f^b^lous  circumftances  in  the  accounts  of  fome 
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of  the  ancient  maftfrdomt,  tnn  though  diqr 
y^€n  written  ne^r  the  time  of  the  tran&^(xi6« 
Manyof  thechrifliiansof  that  age,  mtnnllf 
enough,  thought  that  thefe  martyrs  were:  a& 
HxQcbi  the  ob}e<ft$  of  the  divine  attentiba^as 
they  were  of  theirs  i  and,  confequently,  cvtrf 
thing  that  appeared  extraordinary  relating  to 
them,  would  be  attributed  to  a  divino  inters 
pofltion;  and  being  often  repeated,  would 
foon  be  fo  magnified,  and  ahered,  without 
any  intention  to  mifreprcfent,  or  deceive,  that 
an  honeft  hiftorian,  a  little  tinctured  with  the 
fame  fuperilition.  would  unavoidably  be  what 
we  ihould  call  credulous,  and  not  be  able  to 
feparatc  the  fabulous  eircumftances  from  the 
real  ones.  And  yet,  notwithftanding  this 
mixture  of  fable,  there  may  be  no  great  dif« 
Acuity  at  this  day,  when  our  minds  are  fre9 
from  the  fuperftition  which  mifled  fiem^  to 
feparate  the  i  fabulous  circumfianees  in  the 
narrative  from  tbofe  that  are  authentic,  and 
toperceivea  dear  foundation  for  credit  in  th^ 
|)riiicipal  articles  ^i  through  all  the  heteroge* 
vmuB  matter  that  ^has  been  tr^fmicted  along 
with  ^hem*, 

*  I  have  two  cdltfons  of  the  following  hiftoiies,  the 
^tifi'm  latin,  annexed  to  the  Inhoty  of  Perpetaa  mad  Fe- 
Mcijas,  ppbUflied  bv  yalefii^i,  in  1664  /  zp4  the  othq 
inOreek,  fubjoinei  fo  Falladius's  life  of  Cbryfoftopi, 

by 
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It  Mras  in  the  wigii  of  DiQcUtm,  that  Bo« 
nifice  af  Roflae  (of  wbof«  martyrAom  aa  aci- 
count  was  fiirft  publifhod  from  a  I^tin  MS,, 
in  the  Vaticin  Ijbraiy,  and  afterwards  fr^na 
the'Orcbk)  fiiffered  at  Tarfus.  .  Leaving  out 
fcm6  widttutly:  fabulous  circumftances,  tho 
ftory  is  as  follows. 

While  ^fleSimpliciiis  was  exefcifing  great 
cfrueihib^  againft  the  chriftians-  at  Tarfus,  in 
Giliciaf,  there  was  at  Roffie  a  woman  of  the 
name  of  Aglafes,  of  a  good  family,  and  verjp 
rich.  She  bad  lived  in  ci^iminal  converfation 
with  Boniface,  whd  was  her  principal  ftew^ 
^rd,  a  man  addicted  ta  all  vices,  except  that 
be  was  very  compaffionate  abd  gcnePous;  fo» 
that  he  wopld  fepk  out  objeds  of  diftrefs,^  tha| 
he  might  relieve  them.  After  feme  tim«^ 
j^glaes,  h^ing  touched  with  remorfe,  rtj^rc- 
^nred  to  Boniface  thd  enormity  of  their  con- 
du(3;,  particularly  reminding  Wvm  of  a  fptura 
judgment,  and  that  the«  thofe  perfons  would 
be  rdckoned  the  friends  bf  Chrirt,  who  fhauld 
miniftcF  to  the  wants  of  his  fufl^ring  fervants. 
She  then  direifted  him  to  go  ihtoi  the  Eaft, 

by  Bipltius,  1680,  both  printed  at  Paris.  The  lad 
edntains  allolHe  abrillged  acjcbutits  of  iherti  by  Simeoti 
M^taphr^ftfft*  1  d^f^  v}p^th^  ibUpwing  a^o&iiwtt  frort 
the  Latin,  which  came,  to  my  hazels  ^jcft,  ^|j|i4  J^|t^f:yP4icl| 
coireaed k by'tJ^'fr'dK^^^^      '"'  ^'  '  1^  '  '      ' 

.:  :  where 
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where  the  perfecution  was  moft  violent^  and 
bring  the  relics  of  fome  of  the  martyrs ;  that 
by  building  oratories  to  them,  and  (hewing 
them  due  reverence,  (he  might  be  benefited, 
by  their  means ;  making  no  diftindion  be« 
tween  ferviccs  done  to  the  living,  and  re* 
fpedt  paid  to  the  dead. 

This  office  Bonifaop  cheerfully  undertook; 
faying  to  his  miftrefp,  If  I  find  any  relics,  I 
will  bring  them  i  but  if  my  own  bpdy  (hpuld 
come,  receive  it  as  fuch.  She,  thinking  that 
he  trifled,  bid  him  leave  off  his  drunkennefs 
and  folly,  that  he  might  be  worthy  to  have 
the  cuftody  of  the  hply  relics.  He  was, 
however,  as  feripu^  as  his  midrefs,  and  pre«> 
pared  hintifelf  fpr  t^e  journey  by  praycf  apii 
failing* 

When  he  was  arrived  at  Tarfus,  hearing 
that,  at  that  very  f  jme,  feveral  were  fuffering 
martyrdom  in  the  fladium,  or  public  place, 
he  bid  the  fcrvants  look  out  for  an  inn,  and 
take  care  of  their  beafts,  while  he  went  where 
he  wiihed  to  go.  When  he  came  to  the  fta- 
dium,  where  the  chrifliahs  were  fuffering,  he 
faw  fome  hanging  with  tbejr  heads  dowHt^ 
wards,  apd  fire  imdcr  thf  m,  fq^i^e^ctepd^d  on 
four  pieces  of  wood,  by  the  feparation  of 
>vhich  by  fcyews,  theiir  limbs  lyere  flretched| 
/  fQ«ip 
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fome  with  their  features  defaced,  feme  torn 
with  hooks»  fome  with  their  hands  cut  off, 
and  others  with  their  hands  tied  behind  them, 
and  cruelly  fcourged,  in  all  twenty  men,  while 
the.  fpedtators  were  filled  with  the  greateft 
horror. 

Boniface,  however,  without  being  terrified 
from  his  purpofe,  went  and  kiffed  fome  of 
them  who  were  under  torture,  requefting  that 
they  would  pray  for  him,  that  he  might  be 
worthy  to  be  their  aflTociate ;  and  then  fitting 
dqwn  by  them,  he  exhorted  them  to  t^ke  cou« 
t;a£e,  by  reminding  them  of  their  approaching 
happinefs. 

The  judge,  perceiving  him,  enquired  who 
he  was  who  was  (hewing  that  contempt  of 
him  and, of  the  gods,  and  ordered  him  to  be 
brought  before  him.  Being  aiked  who  he 
was,  he  replied  that  he  was  a  chriftian,  and 
that  by  the  help  of  God  he  fhould  dcfpifc 
him  and  his  tribunal.  On  his  refufing  to  fa«» 
crifice,  he  was  placed  on  the  engine  of  tor- 
ture, and  his  fides  were  torn  till  the  bonej 
appeared^  while  he  fhewed  no  fenfe  of  pain, 
and  kept  his  eyes  diredted  towards  his  fellow«»^ 
/ufFerers. 

After  he  had  borne  this  torture  an  hour, 
the  judge  afked  him  again,  if  he  would  facri- 

fice; 
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ficc ;  and  as  Jic  perfiftcd  in  his  r*fefeli  hi  had 
reeds  thruft  under  the  nails  6f  his  hands,  and 
knelted  lead  was  ordered  to  be  j^bai-ed  do\VA 
his  throat.  The  fpedators  feeing  this,  ttied 
Out,  **  Great  is  the  God  of  the  chriftiam,  ind 
••  of  thefe  holy  martyrs ;"  and  ru(hin|:  ♦/ith 
one  dtcord,  they  overturned  tiit  akar,  and 
thi'ew  ftones  at  the  judge,  Who  wa»  glfi[d  t6 
Inake  his  efcape. 

The  next  day  he  again  ordered  BfenWface  i6 
be  brought  before  hirti,  and  reproich^  hini 
for  his  folly,  in  putting  his  confidence  In  a. 
man,  and  one  who  had  been  crucifiefl;  *  Bitii: 
he,  returning  his  reproaches,  though  in  a 
tnanner  which  did  hot  become  the' n'leckhefa 
of  achriftian,  faid  that  hismaffef  }cffuS  Chnrf: 
liad  hthttit  afll  thefe  things  before  h&iVi,  fironi  k 
deffre  that  all  men  might  be  faVed!.  Ai  this 
the  judge  was  much  enragfed,  and  aftet  en- 
during more  torture,  and  an  incflfei^ual  at- 
tempt to  ftifle  him  in  hot  oil,  Boniface  was 
at  length  beheaded.  This  was  oh  the  ideS 
of  May. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fervatits  of  Boniface 
were  looking  for  him  every  where,  e^dpedlrng 
to  find  him  in  fome  tavern,  or  ftew ;  wheti 
•they  were  informed  that  fuch  a  perfon  as  they 
defcrifaed  had  fuffercd  martyrdom  the  day  be- 
fore, 
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fiMte,  i]idftbftsidhim«  Fillcliagtttd4)e£b,ami 
p«yi»g  fiv@  hundred  folidi  &r  ththody,  they 
wmpped  it  iif  fpicts^  «nd  tbnv&yed^  k  to 
Rome.  Aglaes,  being  informed  of  this^ihof 
diem  five  itadia,  frdnl  th«  dty,  oii  the  Lalia 
way,  andtheift  ihe  built  aiiorajtory  ^to  itcdivc 
the  relics;  After  (^s  ^^  rinounoddt  tho 
worldi  mimimicted  ber-fiaves,  and^gaiveheSv 
ive^hh  to  the. poor  j  and  afiber  Uving^lhirt^Qri 
years,  was  bwied  with  Boniface* 

In  this  navfative  tvt  fee  iiifficient  trafce^  <)f 
fuperfUdon  m  thd  times  iti  which  the.iottartyrr4 
dom  ]sap|)eoed,  bait  moiTe  in  the  writer,  .who 
|)Fa]^ab}y  jiyed'  in  a  later  period,  th<Mgh;jthf» 
pi^ce  beans  ^evkknt  ismrks  ^f  con^klerab^  2^?^ 
tiquity,  on  Irhkh  actx>tot  I  th0ught  I  ihould 
not  be  jr^ified  in  o^df looking  it* 

Ojf  AmlfLt  tkaratter  and  authority  with  th€( 
pffc^ding,  ia  the  atoeounal.^f  the  martyrdcfm^ 
of  TafaiJhus j  Probus, .and  Aftdir6n«?ti$>  whicJi 
Wfss  jKmtby  th^  okriAians  at  Tarfus»  jwherQ 
they  flared,  to  their  bfethren  at  ko^vng^j^ 
with,  a  requeft  tlf^  ii  might  be  tFatii^ittjed  t0 
thofe  in  Fifidia  ami  PamphiUa,^  afid  like,  the 
fyfeceditilg^  it  vs^as  ptAbliHied  Arfl:  from  an  old 
Latin  ve^iiortf  atdd  then  from  the  Greek. 
That  :thore  w6reiijbhrn«u?<yr&  oania<>t  wcH  b^ 
doubtedi;^, :Wld  if  %hi  jgicQerbe  iwtjsifarg^ryiiit 
X-.-  ^  I  ,  mufl 
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muft  have  been  written  about  the  time  of  thd 
event,  which  makes  it  tnott  difficult  to  ac-* 
count  for  the  fabulous  circumftances  that  are 
in  it* 

It  was  in  the  confulfhip  of  Dibcletiah 
and  Maximian  the  fecond  time,  on  the 
twelfth  of  the  calends  of  June,  that  the 
three  perfons  above-mentioned  were  brought 
before  Numerianus  Maximus.  preiident  of 
Cilicia.  The  firft  of  them;  had  been  a  fol* 
dier^  but  had  procured  his  difcharge  upon 
his  convcrfion  to  chriftianity,  which,  with 
other  cafes  of  the  fame  nature,  (hew  that 
many  chriftians  in  the  early  ages  confidered 
the  profeflion  of  bearing  arms  as  unbecom^ 
ing  a  chriftian,  and  that  on  this  account, 
though  they  might  not  think  it  abfolutely  un- 
lawful, they  declined  it.  Both  he  (Tarachus) 
and  his  two  companions  acknowledged  them-^ 
felves  to  be  chriftians,  and  refifted  all  the  en* 
deavours  of  the  governor,  whcthef  by  intrcatf 
er  torture,  to  facrifiee  to  the  heathen  gods; 
but,  upon  the  whole,  I  am  hardly  more  plcaf** 
cd  with  their  behaviour  than  with  that  of  the 
judge.  He  was  infolent  and  brutil,  but  he 
was  not  anfwered  with  the  i^eeknefs  that  be- 
came a  chriftian,  but  with  a  degree  of  con- 
tempt very  uhbecoi^ii^g  that  character* 

They 
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They  had  three  hearings,  the  firft  at  Tarfus, 
the  fecond  at  Mopfueftia,  and  the  third  at 
Anazarbus ;  and  after  enduring  the  moft 
dreadful  torturcjs,  they  were  carried  (for  they 
\^ere  not  then  able  to  walk }  to  the  amphitheatre  ^ 
and  thrown  in  the  way  of  feveral  wild  beafts  ; 
and  when  thefe  could  not  be  made  to  hiirt 
them,  they  were  beheaded^  Their  bodies^ 
having  been  purpofely  naixed  with  many 
others,  were  diligently  fought  for  by  their  bre- 
thren, and  difcovered,  as  they  pretended,  iflt 
anfwer  to  their  prayers,  by  a  bright  ftar^ 
ivhich  came  from  heaven,  and  relied  upoil 
each  of  them,  and  whidi  afterwards  conduft** 
cd  them  to  a  place  of  fafety.  At  length  they 
wercdepofited  in  a  mountain,  where  the  three 
perfons  who  wrote  this  account,  viz.  Mar- 
cion,  Felix,  and  Verus,  fixed  their  own  ha- 
bitation, determined  to  be  buried  along  with 
them.  The  particulars  of  the  examination! 
before  the  prefident,  they  fay,  they  had  from 
one  of  the  guards,  nam^  Sebaftus,  who  was 
prefent. 

As  many  chrifti^ns  at  this  period  did  behave 
as  thefe  martyrs  are  faid  to  have  done,  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  relate  the  particulars  of  the  be« 
haviour  of  one  of  them*  In  fome  refpetfts,  it 
was,  no  doubt,  proper,  and  worthy  of  com- 

Vol.  L  li  mend- 


Djgitized  by 


Google 


48a        THE  HISTORY  OF  THE      Per. VI. 

mendltion;  and  when  it  was  improper,  it  may 
not  be  the  lefs  inftrudfcive,  as  a  feature  of  the 
times ;  and  though  much  of  it  may  be  fuppofed 
to  be  the  language  of  the  narrator,  rather  than 
that  of  the  martyr,  it  will  give  us  an  idea  of 
what  was  generally  efteemed  to  be  proper  and 
heroic  behaviour  on  fuch  occafions.  It  is  not 
my  wi(h  to  magnify,  or  in  any  refpeft  todif- 
guife,  the  ad:ions  of  chriilians,  but  to  repre- 
fcnt  them  as  they  really  were.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  I  (hall,  without  any  other  reafon  for  a 
preference,  give  the  examinations  of  Tara- 
chus,  who  was  prefented  firJft ;  and  for  the 
fake  of  concifenefs,  I  ihall  recite  them  in  the 
form  of  dialogue. 

When  the  prefident  had  taken  his  place, 
l^metrius  the  centurion  faid,  **  There  were 
"  prefented  to  your  highnefs  at  Pompeiopo- 
^*  lis,  by  Eutolmius  Palladius,  one  of  your 
*•  officers,  fome  impious  perfons  who  do  not 
**  obey  the  orders  of  the  emperors,  and  they 
**  arc  now  before  your  tribunal."  Tarachus 
being  then  produced,  the  prefident  faid, 

P.  What  is  thy  name,  for  I  interrogate 
thee  the  firft,  becaufe  thou  art  the  oldeft  ? 
T.  lamachriftiam 

P.  I  did  not  as  yet  afk  thee  concerning  that 
impious  appellation.    Tell  me  thy  name. 

TA 
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TV  I  am  a  chriftian. 

P.  Break  his  jaws,  and  bid  him  atifwcr  my 
queftion  properly. 

T.  I  do  tell  you  my  name,  but  if  you  aflc 
what  my  parents  called  me,  it  is  Tarachus, 
and  when  I  was  a  foldier,  I  was  called  Vidtor. 

P.  Of  what  country  art  thou,  Tarachus? 

T.  I  am  a  Roman,  but  bora  at  Claudiopolis 
in  Syria,  and  becaufe  I  was  a  chriilian,  {  re* 
nounced  the  fervice. 

P.  Thou  wert  not  worthy  to  ferve,  thou 
wicked  wretch.  But  who  gave  thee  thy  dif- 
charge? 

y.  I  applied  to  Polybio,  my  officer,  and  he 
granted  it  to  me. 

P.  Then  refpeft  thy  old  age.  I  wiflithat 
thou  mayeftbe  one  of  thofe  who  comply  with 
the  wifhes  of  the  emperors,  that  I  may  diftin- 
guiih  thee  by  fome  honour.  Wherefore  come 
and  facrifice  to  our  gods,  which  the  emperors 
themfelves  worfhip. 

T.  But  \  fay  now,  as  I  did  before,  that  thofc 
gods  were  only  men.     .  » 

P..  Sacrifice  to  the  gods,  and  leave  that 
fubtlety.  »       ; ,    ' 

T.  I  ferve  my  God,  and  facrifice,  not  with 

blood,  but  with  a  pure  heart.    For  God  does 

not  want  fuch  facrifices.  ^ 

lia  P.I 
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P.  I  have  compaflion  on  thy  old  agfe,  and 
advife  thee  to  liy  afide  all  vanity »  and  facrifice 
to  our  gods. 

T*  I  do  not  forfakc  the  law  of  God. 

P.  Wherefore,  comc^and  facrifice. 

P.  I  cannot  be  guilty  of  impiety.  I  faid, 
that  I  honour  the  law  of  God. 

P.  There  is  another  law  bcfides  that,  thou 
wretch. 

T.  You,  who  are  impious^  worfhip  wood 
and  ftone,  the  wotk  of  men's  hands. 

P.  Give  him  a  blow,  and  tell  him  not  tobfe 
fooliih. 

T.  I  do  liot  relinquish  that  folly  which 
gives  me  falvation. 

P.  I  will  make  thee  ceafc  from  thai  fbUy, 
and  te$ch  tl^e  wifdom. 
.   T.  Do  what  you  pleafe  j  you  have  poweir 
over  my  body. 

P.  Strip  him^  and  beat'  hiitt  wltVrods  oft 
the  ground. 

T.'  N^w  you  have  made  Wle  iriAy  wife, 
ftrengthening  me  with  blows,  f  wi(h  to  be 
ftfftngtheiked  more  and  mdre^  in  the  tiam&  of 
God,  and  of  his  Chrift. 

P.  Wicked  and  axrtid  wftteh,  Dtoft  thou 
confefs  that  thou  Up/(^  IWO  t5<Jds,  and  yet 
denieil  the  gods? 

T.I 
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T^  I  confefs  him  who  is  truly  God. 

P.  Thou  now  confeffcdft  God,  ;wwl  Chrift. 

T.  For  he  is  the  Son  of  God,  the  hope  of 
chriftiafns,  by  fuffering  for  whom  we  are  faved^ 

P.  Leave  thy « prating.  Come,^nd  facri- 
fice. 

T.  I  do  hot  prate,  hxit  fpeak  the  fruth*  I 
havd  |)fayed  in'  this  jaianner  fixty  and, five 
years,  and  do  not  depart  from  the  trUth. 

Demetrius  thecentudon  here  iatd,>0  man, 
fpare  thyfelf,^  and  facnfice  to  the  gods. .  Be 
perfuaded  by  me.       .;  . 

T.  Stand  off  from  me  with  thy  advice^ 
thou  minifter  of  Satan.' 

P.  Let  him  be  confined  in  prifon.  with 
heavy  iron  chains^  and  bring  in  anjo^her . 

The  fccond-iciamiiiattion  of  Tarichus.  '^ 

Pi  Gall  thoreimpioiis^w^etches,  who  obey 
awickedlaw. 
Denletrius  ^he^centiinon.  -  Here  they  are. 
P.  Old  age  is  generally  honourable,  becaufe 
it  is  attended  with  good  fcnfe.  Wherefore  if 
thou  haft  reflided  with  thyfclf,  Tarachus. 
thou  wilt  no  longer  abide  by  thy  former  refo- 
lution.  Come  then,  and  Sacrifice  to  the  gods, 
for  the  honour  of  the  emperors  i  that  I  may 
confer  honour  on  thee. 

Ii3  r.  If 
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^.  I  am  a  chriftian,  and  I  wi(h  that  you, 
and  the  emperors  thcmfelves,  would  aban« 
don  that  honour  for  the  true,  that  they  might 
receive  ftrength  and  life  from  the  true  God. 

P.  Strike  him  on  the  mouth  with  a  ftone, 
and  bid  him  ceafe  from  his  folly. 

T.  If  I  was  a  fool,  I  ihoidd  be  like  you« 

P.  Thy  teeth  are  already. beaten  out;  have 
pity  on  thyfclf,  wretch. 

T.  You  will  never  perfuade  me.  You  are 
not  ftronger  than  he  who  makes  me  ftrong. 

P.  Believe  me.  It  will  be  better  for  thee 
^o  facrifice. 

T.  If  I  thought  it  was  better,  I  would  not 
fuiferthisufage. 

P.  Stretch  him  on  the  rack,  and  beat  him 
with  frelh  thongs.  Tarachus  making  no  an- 
fwer,  he  faid.  Strike  him  on  the  mouthy  and 
bid  him  anfwer  me. 

T*  My  jaws  are  broken^  how  can  I  an- 
fwer? 

P.  And  doft  thou  ftill  refufe  to  coniply? 
po  to  the  altar,  and  iacrifice  to  the  gods. 

T.  If  you  make  me  incapable  of  fpeaking» 
I  ihall  think  the  fame. 

p.  I  ihall  try  thy  obflin^cy^  thou  accurfed 
wretch, 

T.  Try 
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7*.  Try  what  you  pleafe,  I  fliall  conquer  by 
him  who  ftrengthens  me,  that  is  in  the  name 
of  my  God. 

P.  Bring  fire,  and  bum  his  hands. 
71  I  do  not  fcajr  thy  temporal  fire ;  but  if  I 
connply  with  thee,  I  Ihould  fear  eternal  fire. 

P.  See  now,  thy. hands  are  burned  off. 
Ceafe  from  thy  vanity^  thou  madman,  and 
facrifice  to  the  gods. 

T*  You  fpeak  as  if  I  (hould  comply  with 
your  propofal  5  but  I  am  able  to  bear  what- 
ever may  be  prepared  for  me. 

P.  Tie  his  feet,  and  then  fufpend  him, 
and  put  fire  under  him. 

y.  I  have  dcfpifed  thy  fire,  and  do  not  fear 
thy  fmoke. 

P.  Now  thou  art  fufpended,  confent,  and 
facrifice.  . 

T.  Do  thou  facrifice,  as  thou  art  ufed  to 
facrifice,  to  men.  It  is  not  lawful  for  me  to 
do  it. 

P.  Bring  flrong  vinegar  and  fait,  and  pour 
it  into  hisnoflrils. 

y.  Thy  vinegar  is  pleafant  to  me,  and  thy 
fait  has  no  pungency. 

P.  Mix  muftard  with  the  vinega^r,  and  put 
)t  into  his  nofe. 

Ii4  r-Thy 


« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


488        THE  HISTORY  OF  THE     Per.  VI. 

T.  Thy  fervants  have  deceived  thee.  They 
have  given  me  honey  iaftead  of  vinegar. 

P.  Againft  the  next  examination,  I  will 
think  of  other  tortures » and  cure  thy  folly. 

T.  And  you  will  find  me  prepared  to  bear 
them  all. 

P.  Take  him  down,  bind  him  in  iron 
chfitns,  and  commit  him  to  cuftody. 

At  the  third  examination,  after  more  quef- 
tjoAs  and  anfwers,  in  which  Tarachus,  in  re« 
ply  to  the  threats  of  the  prefident,  challenges 
him  to  do  his  worft,  in  a  manner  more  be- 
cpmifig  a  North-^ American  Indian,  than  a 
chriftian,  he  was  again  fufpended,  his  face 
bruifed  with  ftones,  hot  irons  applied  to  his 
cheeks,  his  ears  were  cut  off,  his  head  ftaved^ 
afid  hpt  coals  put  upon  it.  After  this  the 
hot  irons  were  put  under  his  arm-pits,  znd 
during  (he^  whole,  he  fpake  as  if  he  felt  no- 
thing; ^d  the  two  othelrs  are  both  repre- 
fented  as  behaving  in  a  fimilar  manner,  under 
djfFeretit  modes  of  tQrture.         n 

The  truth  of  the  narrative  in  general  I  do 
not  quefti\OQ,  as  there  are  the  moft  authentic 
accounts  of  fome  chriftians  behaving  in  this 
n^ni^er,  though  this  is  probably  exaggerated  i 
but  I  cannot  recite  the  particulars,  as  Fleury 
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and  others  do,  with  approbation.  Oijr  Savi- 
our left  no  fuch  example  as  this.  His  fenfi- 
bility  was  as  great  as  his  fortitude,  and  no- 
thing dropped  from  him  that  favoured  of 
boafting,  or  of  infolence. 


SECTION    VL 

A  general  Vieiv  of  the  civil  Revolutions  m  the 
Empire^  previous  to  the  Settlement  of  it  undet 
Conjlantine. 

NOT  chufing  to  interrupt  the  account  of 
the  perfecution  with  more  than  was 
abfolutely  neceffary  of  the  civil  hijlory  of  the 
times,  I  (hall  give  a  fummary  view  of  the 
whole  in  this  place;  and  this  is  the  more  ne- 
ceffary, as,  in  the  con teft  for  power  among 
fo  many  competitors  for  the  empire  as  arofe 
prefentiy  after  the  perfecution  began*  the  re- 
volutions, which  had  a  great  influence  with 
refpeft  to  it,  were  fo  great  and  rapid,  that  \t 
is  not  eafy  to  retain  them  in  memory. 

In  the  fecond  year  of  the  perfecution  Dio- 
cletian was  ieized  with  a  diforder  which  af- 
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fed;ed  his  intelledti*  and /this  together  with 
the  management  of  Galerius,  induced  him  to 
abdicate  the  empire^.  And  he  prevailed  apon 
liis  colleague  Maximian  Herculius  to  do  the 
fame.  This  was  on  the  calends  af  April, 
A.  D,  304.  Diocletian  retired  to  Salona  in 
Dalmatia,  and  Maximian  to  Lucania  in  Italy. 
In  confcquence  tof  thefe  refignations,  the 
two  Csefars,  Conftantius  (who  had  divorced 
Helena,  by  whom  he  had  Conftantine,  and 
had  married  the  daught».in-Iaw  of  Maxi- 
mian) and  Maximian  Galerius  (who  had  alfo 
divorced  his  wife,  in  order  to  marry  the 
^aught^r  of  Diocletian)  were  proclaimed 
emperorsj  and  of  thefe  the  former,  who  dif- 
continued  the  perfecution,  governed  in  thtf 
Weft,  and  the  latter,  who  kept  it  up  with 
great  rigour,  ruled  in  the  Eaft,  A.  D. 
306,  Galerius  appointed  two  Csefars,  Seve* 
rus  and  Maximin,  his  fiber's  fons,  giving 
Italy  to  Severus,  and  the  Eaft  to  Maximin. 
All  this  time  he  detained  Conftantine  at  Rome/ 
unwilling  that  he  ftiould  be  C^^far,  But  the 
young  nian  making  his;  efcape  to  his  father,, 
who  was  then  at  York  in  Britain »  he  was  by 

*  Eufcb.  Hift.  Lib.  viii.  Cap.  13.  p,  396.  De  Morti- 
bus  Perfccutorum,  Cap,  9.  p.  17. 
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the  army  falutcd  by  the  appellation  of  em- 
peror* 

On  this  Maxentius,  the  jTon  of  l^aximiaQ 
l^erculius,  caufed  himfelf  to  be  cldSbed  ctiw 
peror  at  Rome»  rejeding  fome  propofals 
which  nad  been  made  to  him  for  an  accomii* 
modation  by  Conftantine,  Galerius^  hear^ 
ing  of  this  difference,  fent  Sevenis  with  an 
army  to  Rome ;  but  Maxentius,  by  corruptw 
ing  his  troops,  defeated  him,  and  beiieged 
him  in  Ravenna.  In  tKe  midft  of  thefe  dif- 
turbances,  Maximian  ]H[erculius  went  to 
Rome;  and  having  procured  himfelf  to  be 
proclaimed  emperor  a  fecond  time,  joined 
his  fon  before  Ravenna;  and  not  being  able 
to  force  the  place,  he  deceived  Scverus  by  a 
treaty,  and  got  him  affaflinated.  After  this 
Galerius  marched  to  Rome,  and  finding  his 
forces  not  fufficient  for  the  enterprize,  he  ap- 
pointed Licinius,  an  old  friend  of  his,  to  be 
Caefar.  A.  D.  307. 

In  the  mean  time  old  Maximian,  after 
making  a  vain  attempt  to  fupplant  his  fon, 
reiigned  the  empire  once  more,  but  with  a 
view  to  perfuade  Diocletian  to  join  him  in 
refuming  it.  Not  fucceeding  in  this,  he  went 
into  Gaul,  and  joined  Conftantine,  giving 
him  his  daughter  FauAa  in  marriage.    But 
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afterwards,  endeavouring  to  fupplant  his  fon«. 
in-law,  as  he  had  before  done  with  refped  to 
his  own  fon^  hr  was  befiegcd  in  Marfeilles, 
and  being  taken  was  put  to  death. 

A.  D.  310,  Galeriiis  who  had  before 
made  Licinius  drfar^  gave  him  the  tide  of 
Augtiftus.zvAempenr;  and  on  this  Maximin' 
tookthefame  title,,  without  eonfultjng  Gak-. 
yius.  Though  Maxentius  and  Galerius  were 
men  of  firailar  difpofitions,  both  naturally 
cru^l,  and  both:  of  them  perfccutors  of  the 
ehriftians,  they  hal«d  one  another^  and  the 
empire  was  dreadfully  ravaged  by  the  civil 
wars  between  them;  and  the  confequence^  of 
this  was  a  fevere  famine  at  Rome. 

A.  D.  311,  Galerius  was  feiaed  with 
that  dreadful  diforder  of  which  mention  was 
made  before,  and  which  induced  him  to  join 
Conftintine  in  puhlifliing  ah  edtd  in  favour 
of  the  chriftians,  not  long  before  his  death. 
On  this  event  it  was  agreed  th^t  Conftantine 
ihould  have  Britain,  Gaul,  Spain,  and  Ger^ 
many;  Maxentius,  Italy,  Sicily,  and  Africa; 
Liciniiis,  Illyricum,  JC^cia,  and  Greece;  and 
Maximin  all  the  Eaft,  and  Egypt. .  After  this 
partition  of  the  empire,  the  perfeoition  of 
the  chriftians  ceafed  for  a  ihort  time,  but  it 
was  renewed  by  Licinius-  and  Maximin^  u% 
4       .  the 
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the  countries  which  were  under  their  domim 
nion. 

Maxentius  rendering  hhnfelf  infupi^ort* 
able  to  the  people  at  Rome,  Conftantine  WM 
invited  to  come  to  their  afliftance^  and  hav-* 
ing  in  the  mean  time  declared  himfelf  a  chrif« 
tian,  he  defeated  Maxentius  and  his  lieute* 
nants  in  feveral  battles,  in  the  laft  of  which^ 
Maxentius  flying  over  a  bridge  which  he  laid 
over  the  Tiber,  it  broke  down  under  hiM  and 
the  croud  of  his  attendants,  and  he  WM 
drowned.  After  this  viAory  Conftantinfi 
t^ublifhed  edidts  in  favour  of  the  chriftians, 
reftoring  to  thenfi  their  churches  and  goods, 
and  ex<!:u(ing  their  minifters  from  all  eivil 
functions.    This  was  A.  D.  31a. 

Still  Maximin'and  Licinius  continued  the 
perfecutibn.  ButA.  D.  313,  Licinius  mar« 
ried  the  iifler  of  Conftantifte,  and  put  a 
fiop  to  it.  Prefently  after  this  Diocletian; 
who  had  been  invited  to  attend  the  marriage, 
diedi  havitig  fcen  chriftiaAity  in  a  more  flou*- 
rifhing  ftate  after  the  perfecution  than  it  had 
ever  enjoyed  before.  Maxiiiiin,  to  whom  the 
edid  of  Conftantine  and  Licinius  in  favour  of 
the  chriftians  had  been  fent,  did  not  chufe  to 
refufe  giving  his  fandlion  to  it  altogether  j  but 
having  been  deceived  by  his  priefts,  whopro- 
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mifed  him  a  fuccefsful  war  againft  Licinius^ 
and  being  worftcd  in  it,  he  firft  put  them  to 
death,  and  then  publilhed  an  edid  in  favour 
of  the  chriftiaiis,  reftofing  to  them  all  that 
had  been  taken  from  them  during  the  pcrfe- 
ciition. 

The  year  following,  A,  D,  314,  Maximin 
was  feized  with  a  diforder  which  occafioned 
the  lofs  of  his  fight,  and  reduced  him  to  a 
Ikeleton;  and  of  this,  after  languifhing  a  long 
time,  full  of  remorfe,  it  is  faid,  for  his  cruelty 
to  the  chriftians,  he  died.  After  the  death  of 
Maximin,  A.  D.  315,  Licinius  declared  war 
againftConflantine,and  not  fucceeding,  they 
were  reconciled  again.  The  year  following 
Licinius  revived  the  perfecution  againft  the 
chriftians;  and  quarrelling  again  with  Con- 
flantine  he  was  defeated  in  feveral  battles, 
and  in  324,  was  reduced  to  furrender  at  dif- 
cretion.  Out  of  regard  to  his  lifter,  Con- 
ftantine  granted  him  his  life,  and  fixed 
Theffolonica  for  the  place  of  his  abode; 
but  Licinius  having  recourfe  to  arms  once 
more,  A.  D.  325,  he  was  prefently  defeated, 
and  put  to  death.  From  this  time  the  whole 
Roman  empire  was  united  under  one  head, 
andthatachriftian^ 
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SEC  T  I  O  N    VII. 

General  Qbfervations  on  this  great  Ferfecution^ 
and  the  EffeEis  of  it. 

T7^7  E  cannot  wonder  that,  after  fo  longf  - 
^  ^    and  dreadful  a  perfecution,  in  which 
fuch  numbers  of  chriftians  fufFered  death  ia 
extreme  torture,  many  more  were  maimed 
for  life,  more  reduced  to  great  poverty  and 
diftrefs,  and  many  difperfed  in  diftant  coun«  . 
tries,  there  (hould  be  great  joy  over  all  the 
chriflian  world.    The  terminations  of  former 
perfecutions  had  little  in  theixi  that  refembled 
this,    Till  this  time  chriftians  had  never  en- 
joyed more  than  a  (hort  refpitc  from  trouble  ; 
the  emperors  who  had  been  the  moft  friendly 
Jto  them,  having  been  heathens,  had  dnly 
connived  at  them.    From  the  time  of  Nero 
there  had  always  been  fome  laws  in  force 
againft  them;  and  in   the  mod  favourable 
times,  they  had  been  at  the  mercy  of  the  po- 
pulace, whofe  clamours  the  moft  rcfolute  go- 
veroprs  of  provinces,  andfometimes  even  the 
emperors, themfelves,  had  not  been  able  ta 
withftand.     Whereas  now,    they  not  only 
found  all  the  laws  by  which  they  had  been 
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oppitiTed  repealed,  but  new  laws  made  ex- 
preffly  in  their  favour,  laws  by  which  their 
religion  was  both  protetfted  and  encouraged, 
by  an  emperor  who  was  a  chriflian  as  well  as 
themfelves;  and  what  was  more  than  all 
this,  their  numbers,  and  their  refpeftability, 
were  fo  much  increafed,  that  there  was  no 
danger  of  any  emperor  finding  it  neceffary  to 
to  facrifice  them  to  the  fecurity  of  his  power. 
Their  enemies,  deftitute  of  the  aid  of  the  civil 
tnagiftrate,  and  in  fome  meafure  even  of  that 
of  the  populace,  could  only  hate  and  envy 
them,  without  being  able  to  give  them  any 
material  difturbance. 

Conftantine  had  fought  and  conquered  as 
a  chriftian,  and  confequently  thofe  who  foiight 
under  him  muft  either  have  been  chriilians, 
or  at  leaft  have  had  no  objedion  to  ferve  him 
as  fuch;  fo  that  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
any  heathen  competitor,  which  would  ccr* 
tainly  have  been  the  cafe  if  any  emperor  in  an 
earlier  period  had  declared  himCelf  a  chrif- 
tian. This  remarkable  faft,  viz.  that  of 
Conftantine  eftablifhing  himfelf  in  the  em- 
pire, and  reigning  fo  long  as  he  did,  undif- 
turbed  by  any  heathen  competitor,  is  an  un- 
an^erable  proof  of  the  great  progrefs  that 
chriftianity  had  made  in  the  Roman  empire; 
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tMd  ift  the  f^ce  of  6very  difRcufty  that  could 
poffibly  be ttirowAih'itsf  Way;  in  thfe  courf6 df 
ntiL)r  tftree  Hubdi^ed  ydars  before  his  acceflioh. 
If  the  ittkjbrity  of  the  fubjedts'  6f  thd  eifipit^^ 
v^iere  tioi  ^rofeflWl  chriftians  at  the  acciflion 
of  Confl:antiDe,  they  hddat  leafl:  been  brought 
to  think  fo' well  of  ihriftiahity,  that  they  had 
nb  objeftibn'  to  its'  being  the  prevailing  reRj- 
gioh,  aWd  to'  its  bein^  CdUntehinted  by  the 
ehi^eror,  in  preference  tdheathenifm. 

the  ifliieof  the  war  With  iLicihius,  whicft 
was-i^newed  at  fevei'al  periods,  and  before 
the  d^termihatibnof  which  the  heithbn  fiib- 
jedts  of  the  en>piife  had  tittle  enough  tb'itcoU 
le(5k  thfemfelyesi  atid  to  recover  fiK)in*atiy  fud- 
diih*  cotifliernaitibn  into  which'they  nlight  have 
beeh  thrbwii  by  the  rdpid  fuccefles  of  Conftan- 
tine,  was  the  laft  and  nioft  decifive  proof  of 
the  great  fupferiorit'y  of  the  chfillians,  or  of 
iMofer  who  were  difpofed  toTaVdur  chriftianity,' 
6veT  the  bigbtted  heathens.  Had  thV  chrifti- 
ahity  of  Coriftaritind  given  great  and  general 
offcJncej  the  feveral  revolts  of  Eiciniiis  gave  it 
thfe  mofl:  favourable  opportunity  of  fhewirig 
itftl^i  fo  that  the  iflue  of  this  war  clearly 
proves-,  that  tHofe  who  witticd  Wellto  thcan- 
denit^  fut)trftitioris,  and  were  zealous  for  the 
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continuance  of  them^  were  comparatively 
few,  and  that  the  Roman  world  in  general 
thought  itfelf  happy  in  a  chriftian  emperor. 

I  would  farther  obferve,  that  this  ftate  of 
things  affords  a  ilrong  prefumptive  proof  of 
the  truth,  of  chriftianity.  The  heathen  reli- 
gion had  every  advantage  of  antiquity,  team- 
ing, and  power;  and  yet  could  not  prevail 
againft  the  new  religion,  with  the  heavy  dif- 
advantage  of  having  a  cmcified  Jew  for  its 
founder.  Chriftianity  had  no  advantage  from 
power,  till  by  its  own  evidence  only,  and  in 
oppofition  to  every  kind  of  power,  it  had  pre- 
vailed fo  much,  as  to  make  it  the  intereft  of 
the  ruling  powers  to  efpoufe  it. 

With  refped:  to  the  conduft  of  divine  pro- 
vidence, I  would  obfejrve  that  the  fufferings 
of  chriftians,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Chrift  him- 
felf,  though  fo  great,  and  of  fuch  long  continu- 
ance, were  neceiGTary  to  the  firm  eftablifliment 
of  chriftianity ;  and  that  this  was  neceffary  to 
the  happinefs  of  mankind  in  future  ages.  For 
to  the  confirmation  of  their  faith  it  was  ab- 
folutely  neceflary,  that  no  perfon,  to  the  end 
of  time,  fliould  ever  be  jible  to  fay,  that  chrif- 
tianity hadeftablifhed  itfelf  in  the  world  by 
means  of  power,  of  policy,  or  of  learning; 
and  that  its  evidences  had  not  beenrigoroufly 
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examined  at  a  time  when  feveiy  ^  hieans  of » 
examination  were  «tifting,  arid  dfo  when 
both  its  friends  and  enemies  wc»e  fufRciehtly 
interefted  in  the  examination. 

Now  the  perfecutionof  chriftians^jfrom  the 
very  origin  of  their  religion  at  Jerufalein,in  the 
very  midft  of  its  moft  inveterate  enemies,  and 
for  more  than  two  centuries  after  this,  through 
the  whole  extent  of  the  Roman  empire  (the 
power  of  which  overall  its  fubjedls  was,  by  its 
conftitution ,  perhaps  greater  than  any  that  had 
ever  exifted  in  the  world  before,  or  that  hajr 
exifted  even  fince)  a  period  alfo  that  was  far 
from  being  unfavourable  to  learning  and  in- 
quiry, not.  preventing,  but  evidently  promot- 
ing thefpreadof  chriftianity,  is  thefnoftincon- 
teftable  proof,  that  neither   arguments^  nor 
Jvrce^  though  both  were  exerted  to  the  utmoft^ 
could  prevail  againft  it.    On  the  othier  hafid^ 
the  chriftians,  who  had  no  alternative  but 
abandoning  their  religion  or  their  lives,  would 
not .  certainly  chufe  the  latter  without  what 
appeared  to  them  to  be  fufficient  reafon,  and 
fucli  as  they  had  not  taken  up  lightly,  and 
without  the  moft  careful  examination.    Be- 
caufe  we  da  liot  fee  that,  in  any  othef  cafes ^ 
mpn  deliberatc;ly  throw  away  their  lives ;  and 
Kka  cfpe* 
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efpecially  that  they  fubmit  to  Ionec6Btitiued 
torture,  without  caufe* 

This  Mras  ^e  fb(e  of  things  het^eeii  die 
friends  and  theeoemiesofchri^iamt^^.  while 
theifad^  weife  jredentt  capable  of  the  nlioil  eafy 
iiivt(ligalkin>.and  the  witne£ks  were  nomcr- 
ous.    And  that  they  who  did  encjuire  t»»th  a 
proper  temper  of  mind  were  reaUy  &ttsfiod 
with  refpedt  to  thefe  fads,  is  evideht.from 
their  continuing  to  proofs  thomfdves  chri£« 
tians  notwithftanding  all  the  difcouKagcmcnts 
they  hy  under,  and  by  their  daily: making 
converts  of  others^    And  it: is  of  tihe  greatsft 
importance  to  obfcrvc,  that  the  things*  to  be 
examined/ were  plain  ^^«J?d^,  with'  nsfpetfb  to 
whidi  one- man's  underikndingib  juft^asgood 
as  that  of  any  othen    Whatever  learning  or 
genius  could  do^  was*  at  firft  intirely';  againft 
chriftianity,  becaufe  its  origin  was:,  wholly 
with  the  illiterate;  but  at  tlength  the  learned) 
themfelves,  of  every  clafs,  .attached  as  they 
Were  to  their  refpedive  favourite;  fyHtmsr. 
were  indUcedi to  abandon  them,  in  fiavoar  of  a* 
iteligion  which,  both  on  account  of  its  tenets,^ 
and  of  its  founder  and  preachers;  they  had  at 
fifft  held  in  the  greateft  contempt;  • 
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A  niafi  ^bo  can  fay  that,  in  thcfc  circum^  A  ^' 
fiances,  chriftianity  made  its  way  in  the  world,  f^^ 
as  it  ifi  known  to  have  ddbc  before  the  reign 
of  Conftantine,  without  its  being  founded  on  ! 
truth  ♦muft  fay  that  human  nature  was  not  the  [ 
farrje  thing  then*  that  it  is  now.   And  the  man 
who  can  ferioufly  affert  this,  will  not  be  much  / 
attended  to  by  other  men.     He  muft,  in  faift, 
believe  infinitely  mote  miracles^  and  of  a  more  j 
ftupendous  nature,  than  the  chriftian  admits,  I 
and  tbefe  both  without  evidence,  and  with*  i 
4>ut  an  objed:.    He  muft  be  a  believer  in  the  ' 
abfolute  and  proper  infatuation  of  the  greater  : 
part  of  the  fubjedls  of  the  Roman  fempire  for 
the  three  firft  centuries.    Nothing  lefs  than 
this  will  account  for  unqueftionable  fads  upoa 
his  hypothecs. 

I  muft  obferve  againi  and  enlarge  a  little 
irpon  the  obfervation^  that  the  things  to  be 
examined  into  by  the  friends  or  the  enertiesof| 
chriftianity,  were  not  truf  hs  of  an  abftra^  or 
mctaphyfical  nature,  with  refpe^  to  which 
any  man,  or  any  number  of  meq,  may  fornfi 
wrong  judgments,  and  become  tenacioufly 
attached  to  them » but  fimply  the  truth  oifaSli^ 
which  it  requires  nothing  more  than  common 
fenfe  to  judge  pf,  and  likcwife  fuch  an  appli- 
cation of  common  fenie,  or  uoda:f);anding,  as 
Kk3  all 
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^  men  are  continually  exercifing,  and  there- 
fore with  refpcft  to  which  they  are  the  leaft 
liable  to  make  a  miftake,  and  form  a  wrong 
judgment. 

What  they  had  to  inquire  into  was  fimply 
this,  whether  Chrift,  with  whom  many  of 
them  were  perfcmally  acquainted  wrought 
real  miracles,  whether  he  rofe  from  the  dead^ 
and  whether  the  apoftles  and  others,  continued 
to  work  miracles  in  fupport  of  his  divine 
miilion  afterwards.  With  the  truth  or  un- 
truth of  thefe  fads,  the  apoftles  themfelveSt 
and  all  their  cotemporarics,  muft  either  have 
been  acquainted,  or  might  eafily  have  fatisfied 
themfclves.  They  could  not  therefore  have 
been  impofed  upon  themfclves  with  refpcft 
to  the  fads,  nor  can  it  be  imagined  that  the 
thoufands  of  that  generation  whofufFered,  and 
many  of  whom  died,  in  thecaufeof  chriftianity 
could  have  any  motive  to  impofe  upon  others. 
We  do  not  indeed  think  it  neccffary  to  trou- 
ble ourfelves  to  inveftigate  the  caufes  of  the 
fentimtots  and  condud  of  iingle  perfons,  or 
of  a  few  perfons ;  becaufe  their  faculties  may 
be  deranged,  or  they  may  have  been  fubjeftcd 
to  fuch  particular  influences  as  cannot  poffibly 
be  known,  except  perhaps  to  thofe  wtio  have 
attended  them  frpm  their  infancyi  and  have 
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been  acquainted  with  their  whole  hiftory. 
But  this  can  never  be  faid  of  fo  many  perfons> 
of  all  dcfcriptions,  as  are  well  known  to  have 
embraced  chriftianity  in  the  very  age  of  the 
apofiles^  except  by  perfons  whofe  own  minds 
are  deranged^  and  therefore  whofe  objedtions 
it  is  to  no  purpofe  to  confider,  or  reply  to. 

But  fupppfing  the  thoufands  and  tens  of 
thoufands  who  embraced  chriftianity  in  tht 
age  of  the  apoftles,  to  have  been  properly  in- 
fatuated; fo  as  to  believe  that  they  actually 
faw  and  heard  things  that  had  no  exiftence, 
the  next  generation  had  fqfficient  leifure,  and 
fufficient  opportunity,  to  enquire  into  the 
fadts,  and  this  moft  extraordinary  one,  of 
the  infatuation  of  their  predeceffors,  amoni^ 
the  reft;  and  they  were  fufficiently  interefted 
fo  to  do,  when,  if  they  embraced  chriftianity, 
they  had  nothing  before  them  but  the  fate  of 
preceding  chriftians.  Yet  we  fee  that  the 
enquires  that  were  made  in  the  fecond  gene- 
ration,' aiid  all  the  fucceeding  ones,  after  the 
apoftles,  continually  added  to  the  number  of 
jchriftians,  who  kept  uniformly  encreafing, 
among  the  learned  and  unlearned,  the  high 
and  the  low,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  till,  not- 
withftanding  all  their  hardftiips^  they,  or  their 
K  k  4  friends^ 
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friends,  became  the  more  poyvcrfuj  part  of 
the  Roman  empire. 

To  fuppofe  thff  chriftianity  cfkvld    hay? 
propagated  jtfplf  ^p  jhis  m^nnef  .without  Its 
|)cing  founded  in  tyijth,  is  tp  fupRofci  as  lob- 
fprved  before  (and  bccaufe  it  cjumpf  be  tqq 
'mviq]i  fiKepded  to,  I  mention  it^ajb)  more 
^niracles,  and  thofe  ot  a  ippre  exfraprdinary 
paturc,  than  are  believed  by  chri|ti^as  t  nvr 
r?icl?$.pf  which  no  evidence  c^n  be  given,  and 
for  which  nq  teafon  can  be  jifligncd.     fov  if 
mi^il  be  (uppofed  th^t  ^H  thefe  inpupncrablc 
converts  to  chriftiapjty  in  ^he  e^rly  ages  ima-? 
gine^  that  they  had  pcard  an|^  feen  what  they 
never  had  heard  pr  (epn,  or  |hat  they  had  en- 
qqired  into  the  truth  of  recent  fadls,  when 
|hejr  hj^d  made  no  enquiry  at  all,  ^nd  that 
they  facri6ccd  their  eafe,  their  liberty,  their 
property,  and    many  of  thern  their  lives, 
tpr.  a  mere  fancy,  9in  illufion  c^^the  br^iq. 
T^icjr  pinds  muft  therefore  ^vp  bf en  under 
91  proper  and  niiraculous  infatuation »  and  for 
ipp  purpofe  but  to  fulyedt  them  to  the  moft 
eri^Y^\is  fy^ering^,  ^p4^^  ^f^H^^JT^^^^^P^^ 
;n  all  futjurc  ages. 

No\v^,  between  this  ftrangc  an^  incredijljlf 
^UppOiiitioD,  arid  the  truth  of  the  g9(pe^  hif- 
^      .  ^  tory. 
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tory,  there  is  no  medium.  Admitting  the 
fadts  which  are  related  by  the  cvangelifts,  and 
the  author  of  the  book  of  Adls,  every  thing 
that  has  followed  to  the  ppefept  tiqpics  is  eafy 
and  natural.  The ,  converfion  of  the  firft 
chriftians,  obftipate  aod  rcludajft  ag  they 
many  of  them  were,  the  converfion  of  others 
by  them.,  and  all  the  fubfequent  event^,  h^ye 
an  adequate  caufe,  fo  that  without  fuppofing 
any  farther  miracles,  all  things  have  comie  by 
a  regular  progrefs,  each  ftep  of  which  is  per- 
feAly  intelligible,  to  the  ftate  in  which  we  fe^ 
them  to  be  at  prefent.  But  oh  no  othier  hy- 
po thefis  can  prefent  appearances^  what  we' our- 
felves  nolv  fee,  be  accounted  fori  Oh  the 
other  fuppofition  (which,  if  they  reflecft  at  all, 
muftbe  that  of  all  unbelievers)  we  fee  the 
ttioft  Wonderful  change  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
world,  a  revolution  in  the  minds  ^f  m^i,  of 
a^l  nations,  and  all  defcriptions,  produced  by 
fupernatural  delufion ;  that  is,  a  great  dStSk 
ivithout  any  caufe,  that  a  man  in  his  fober 
fcnfes  would  think  of  alleging  for  it^ 
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SECTION     VIIL 

Of  the  Mektians  and  the  Donatifls. 

T1C7 1 T  H I N  the  period  of  which  I  am  now 
^  ^  treating,  arofe  the  difFerent  {tdi^  of  the 
Meletians,  DonatiAs,  and  Manichaeans ;  the 
firft  of  fmall  confequence»  but  the  two  others 
very  confiderable,  both  for  extent  and  diira« 
tion,  arid  efpecially  the  laft  of  them. 

Meletius  was  a  bilhop  of  Lycopolis  in 
Egypt,  who  was  faid  to  have  be,en  depofed  for 
various  caufes,  but  efpecially  for  having  de« 
nied  the  faith,  and  facrificing,  in  time  of  per* 
fecution,  by  a  council,  in  which  Peter,  biihop 
of  Alexandria,  prefided*.  Meletius,  how- 
ever, thought  that  he  had  reafon  to  complain 
of  the  proceedings  againf^  him,  and  having 
many  friends,  he  continued  to  a<5t  as  bifhop 
in  defiance  of  tl}e  council.  He  even  faid  that 
he  had  been  depofed,  not  for  apoftacy,  but 
merely  on  account  of  a  difference  of  opinion 
between  himfelf  and  Peter,  on  the  fubjeft  of 
receiving  apoilates,  and  thought  thuat  Peter 

f  Socratis,  Lib.  i.  Cap^y.  p.  i^^ 
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was  too  eafy  in  this  rcfpec^:;  As  there  can  be 
no  doubt  of  his  having  alleged  this  in  his 
own  defence,  it  is  in  the  higheft  degree  im- 
probable that  he  himfelf  fliould  ever  have  been 
an  apoftate ;  and  it  muft  be  obfervcd,  that  we 
have  no  account  of  the  Meletians,  but  wliat 
we  can  coUedt  from  the  writings  of  their  bit- 
ter advcrfarie^.  This  fchifm  commenced 
A.  D.  301.  Afterwards  Meletius,  continu- 
ing in  oppofition  to  the  biihops  of  Alexan- 
dria, took  the  part  of  Arius ;  ?^nd  notwith- 
ilanding  the  interpofition  of  the  council  of 
Nice,  the  fe6l  of  the  Meletians  continued  till 
the  fifth  century,  and  they  were  Arlans  to  the 
laft. 

The  origin  of  the  Donatifts  was  very  fimilar 
to  that  of  the  Meletians,  but  the  fchifm  they 
made  in  the  church  was  much  more  extenfivc^ 
affeifting  the  greateft  part  of  Africa;  whereas 
that  of  the  Meletians  extended  no  farther 
than  Egypt.  Upon  the  death  of  Menfurius^ 
bifhop  of  Carthage,  probably  A.  D.  306,  the 
neighbouring  biftiops,  without  calling  in 
thofe  of  Numidia,  who  had  becnufed  to  affift 
on  thofe  occafions,  chofe  Csecilianus,  a  dea- 
con of  the  church,  and  he  was  ordained  by 
Felix,  bifliop  of  Aptungus.  But  two  of  the 
prefby ters  of  the  fame  church,  Botrus  and 

'    Celefius, 
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Ctl«fi«6,  arc  faid  to  have  been  difplcsifed  U 
rt>is  preference  given  to  themfelves,  who  wera 
of  a  fuperior  order;  and  the  new  bifhop  h»VT 
ing  given  oflfence  to  a  woman  it»f  fort-un«, 
named  LuciUa,  by  reproving  her  for  her  fu- 
pcfftition,  in  kiffing  the  bones  ^f  fom-e  fup^ 
pofed  martyrs  before  fhe  received  the  comr 
munion,  (he  joined  them  in  forming  a  party 
againft  him ;  and  a  fynod  .being  called,  jit 
which  the  Numidian  biihops  wcr^'  pr«fent» 
Cascilianus  w^s  depofed,  and  Maj^kius,  ^. 
reader  in  the  church,  and  a  dppticftjc  pf  Li»r 
cilia,  wap  ordained  bilhop  in  his  place*  It 
was  allege4  againft  Caecilianus,  (hat  he  had 
not  given  the  affiftance  which, he  ought  t9 
have  done  to  thofe  whp  had  fufFered  in  the 
late  pprfecjution,  and  that  Felix,  who  had  or^ 
gained  him  was  a  traditvr^  py  one  who  ha4 
given  up  the  facrcd  books  when  they  were 
fleinanded  id  order  tp  be  burne^,.  which  w^ 
^emed  to  be  ?  heinpus  pffence,  of  th?  fi^nif 
nature  with  apoftacy  itfelf. 

The  party  of  Majorinus  was  alfo  joined  by 
fome  perfbns  who  h^d  the  cuftody  pf  the  far 
cred  veflTels  of  the  church,  which  had  becQ 
concealed  in  the  tjna?  pf  perffcution.  An4 
the  report,  true  or  falfe,  that  Caeeilianus  wag 
^  favQurer.oC  the  traditers,  induced  n\any  \9 
:  .  joia 
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join  tilt  ortwfitfe  pzttf^  iii'd  amorHf  ihtfo 
were  ilmoft  all  tfefe.bifliops.df  Maarkaiiibi. 
Majorimis  foon  dyiiig,  aartd  bcWg  Aicdsed^t 
by  D<maty«s  a^niaft  of  I^arningand  doqiieiiWj/ 
and  cftfeetocd  a  faint  hy  his  folWeis^'-  feiv 
name  was  given  to  the-whote  ic^,as»watf  Adf 
of  Sodittui5  to  the  unitlariasis  of  later  ajgfe's. 
This  aceotme  of  the  odgih  oB  the  mrtie  vsf 
much  liftti-e  probabki  than  that  of  ir?  bdiw^ 
derived  front,  another  Dotiatus,  a  bi(hdp  b# 
Niwfiidia,  buf  no  wayjs  enrvinent,  who,alottgi 
vl^ith  others,  took  the  part  of  MajorinkiSv 

f  he-  DonatiHe  thottght  it  was  a«  fufficieni? 
reafbA  f<jr  their  feparatiWr  that  Cafeoili^nu» 
^ad  hot  been  rbguferly  ojdmried  ;  faying>  thafl 
the  jiart  whicJh>  the  traditors  .had  in  his  ortiii^ 
nation  viti&ted  that  prodeeding,  and  all  thW 
fbllow<id  upon  it.  They  agreed'  with  thtf 
Novatians,  in  pretending  to  great  purity,  butf 
on  a  very  difFdretit  principle;  the  purity  of 
the  Novariatts*  coilfifting-  in  their  churtfhctf 
beirigfree  from  indpure  members,  but  that  o# 
the  Dottatiftg  in*  their  not'  partakirig:  of  ihtf 
fmpurity  which  was  fuppofed  to  have  beeri' 
dtirived- from  the  ordination  of  an  impure' 
peirfori,  which^  in  thciridea^  affe<5lbd  ail  the 
cfhurches  which  held  communiori  with  them. 
ConfeqUehtly,  they  confidered  all  their  id- 
I  minif- 
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ininiftntions  as  invalid,  fo  that  baptifm  ad- 
miniftered  by  them  was,  in  reality,  no  bap* 
tifm  at  all.  The  Donatifts  by  no  means  adled 
upon  the  great  principle  of  the  Novatians,  in 
itfufing  to  admit  penitents,  nor  did  they  con- 
demn fecond  marriages. 

The  Donatifts  are  fometimes  charged  with 
being  unitarians ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
they  were  any  more  fo  than  the  Montanifts, 
who  are  likewife  charged  with  it.  The  ori- 
ginal difference  between  them  and  the  catho- 
lics had  nothing  to  do  with  any  particular 
opinion  concerning  the  perfon  of  Chriil  i  but 
many  of  the  Donatifts,  perhaps  Donatus 
himfelf,  as  well  as  many  of  the  Montanifts, 
were,  no  doubt,  unitarians ;  and  their  doc- 
trine being  deemed  heretical,  it  was  fome- 
times afcribed  to  the  whole  body  by  way  of 
reproach. 

From  the  acknowledgment  of  Auftin,  the 
great  oppofer  of  the  Donatifts,  it  is  evident, 
that  they  were  not,  in  general,  deficient  in 
any  article  of  what  was  deemed  to  be  ortho^ 
dox  faith.  **  Every  thing,'*  he  fays,  "  may 
•*  be  had  without  the  church,  except  falva- 
•*  tion.  They  may  have  the  facrament,  and 
•*  the  gofpel.  They  may  have  faith,  and 
**  preach,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son^ 
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*'  and  the  Holy  Spirit  j  but  they  cannot  have 
•'  falvation,  except  in  the  catholic  church*.'^ 
**  Whoever/*  he  fays i  **  is  feparated  from  the- 
**  catholic  church,  though  he  may  think  he 
*•  livts  vr^ll  (laudaAilifer)  yet  for  this  crime 
*'  only,  that  he  is  feparated  from  the  unity  of 
•*  Ghrift,  he  cannot  have  life,  but  the  wrath; 
•*  of  God  abideth  on  him+."  It  is  barely, 
credible,  that  fo  ^reat  a  man,  as  Auftin  in 
many  fhings  was,  Ihould  avow  a  fentiment 
fo  uncharitable,  and  (q  miferably  mifinterpfet 
the  fcriptures  to  fupport  it.  But  it  is  the 
duty  of  an  hiftorian  to  exhibit  every  thing  that 
is  inftrudHve;  vices  as  Avell  as  virtues,  the 
weaknefs,  as  well  as  the  flrength,  of  tl^  hu-. 
man  underftanding.  «  ,      ; 

The  Donatifts  were  a  feparate  body  of  chri  f- 
tians  for  near  three  centuries,  and  in  alxrioft' 
every  city  in  Africa  there  was  one  bifhop  of 
this  feft,  and  another  of  the  catholics.  All 
this  would  have  had  no  ferious  confequence, 
if  the  jurifdidlion  of  one  bifliop,  or  a  fetof 
bifhops,  founded  upon  the  idea  of  the  im- 
portance of  tbe  unity  of  the  churchy  had  not 
been,  in  a  great  meafure,  eftablifhed  at  this 
time.    But  in  this  age  a  biihop,  who  had  not 

*  Super  Geftis  cum  Emerito,  Opera,  Vol.  vii.  p.  631. 
+  Epift,  152.  Opera,  Vol.  ii.  p.  696. 
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b«rfn  drdttiftid  by  th«  ticighbouf ing  lilfiiopi, 
ahrf  aeebtiding  to  tfifc  lifual  fof  ms.  Was  dfe'6hifecf 
lb  bt  i  fckifrflalic;*  arid,  asf  if^  iic'^hadf  bceti  a 
licrcttcVHc#a^cicofiifimuriicat^^  by  tfiWfe  who 
drfap^rftVeM  61? hSs  eltCfion.  Atid-^bfe  wiio 
took  upon  thiiA  to  pi'omotc  thfs  ftip^ofed 
lAeteff^ty  kriWof^^^  Church ^  left  no  means  lin- 
tYicd,  even  that  of  force,  Where  it  codld  be 
slliplied,  to  heal  What  they  took  to  be  abrtacR 
itt  it. 

Unfortunately,  there  is  not  extant  any  writ- 
ihg'ofthfe  Dbnatitts,  and  we  muft  nev^rex- 
]^6t  an  impkftiiil' account  of  ahy  fedt  of  men 
from-  their  profeflcfd  enemies'.  We  have, 
how6Vei','an'acdount  of  a-  public*  confereiitxf 
between  the  Donatifts  and  the  catholics,  in' 
the  reigns  of  Hottoriufe  and  Thcodofius,  of 
Which  an  account  will  be  given  itt  it«  proper 
filace.  Againft  the  Dortatifts  we  have  feveral* 
tiuiSts  of  Auftin,  and  a^  large  treakifc  in  ffeven' 
book«^  addreffed'to  Parmehiahus^  By  Optatusy 
biflwpof  Milevii 
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S  E  C  T  I  O  N    IX. 

Of  the  Manichams^ 

Ir^MB  fed  of  the  Manich^ans  wa»: 
*  of.  a  much  more  f4$rious  nature,  and  had^ 
inoi;e  lafting  ccmfequences  than  that  of  thp 
Doaatifts.  The  founder  of  it  was  one 
Mani^  as  he  i$  called  in  the  Baft,  Moms  h^> 
die  Greek,  writers^  and  comn^onl;  Mankh^us. 
by  the  Latins.  The  account  that  Jguf^bskiiA 
gives  of  this  perfon  ^,  is  {^.  faaaiie^lgf  a^n^Q 
iAveffbive^  ajid  fo  &U  of  abfitfditys  thaft  IHjlall 
only  infert  it,  in  Dr.  l^rdner^s  tranflatioii,  id 
the  nojtes+i.    It  maiy  i«rve  bQwevei^,  a«  a^  ijpe^ 

*  Etifeb.  ffift.  Lib.  vii.  Cap.  31.  p.  365. 

t^*  About  the  fame  time  that;  madman,  fitly  nained 
'<  Manes,  Sbwned  the  -fold  berefy  called  -^ixt  his;  nan^Cf 
*•  beipg  fet  lip  for  thic  ruin  of  many  by  Satan*  the  aid- 
**  veifary  of  Ood.  This  perfon  was  a  baibarian  in  every 
*'  ig^pe^,  both;  in  his  ^eech  and  in  his  ^li^fuiers.  Af 
**  for  hi^  difpofition,  it  wa^  diabolical  an4  fxiriQur,  fo^ 
"  he  made  an  appearance  of  being  Chrift  himfefr.  Some^ 
^^  timesi  ha  g^^ve  out  that  he  was  the  coaifocter,  asK)  thit 
"  Holy  Ghoft  himfelf.  To  madnefs  he  added  exceflive 
**  ui^^s^aAifhebadbAenCliriftf  hechpfetvoflmto 
^'  be  QOfln^pwiQi^  with  hw:  i«  hi^  innavatioci.  His 
*^fcheiw  was-  patched  up  of  Htaoy  feUe  and  impious 
••  hcrefies  long  fince  extinS*  This  vexvMnQ^i  prinr 
*^  ciple  was  brought  into  our  wcajd^the  Boi&aiv  tmpire, 
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cimenof  the  manner  in  which  this  writer,  and 
others^  commonly  treat  thofe  perfons  whom 
they  confidered  as  heretics,  and  may  (hew  us 
how  little  we  can  depend  upon  their  accounts, 
when  there  are  no  faiSls,  or  circumftances,  by 
the  help  of  which  we  may  be  able  to  correft 
them.  The  larger  account  of  Socrates*,  be* 
fides  being  equally  an  inveftive,  has  fo  much 
the  air  of  a  fable,  that  I  (hall  negled  it  alto* 
gether,  and  content  myfelf  with  giving  a  fum- 
mary  of  the  more  temperate  and  probable  ac- 
counts of  this  extraordinary  man  by  Beaufobre 
and  Lardner,  without  entering  into  the  dif* 
cuflion  of  any  particulars. 

According  to  thefe  writers,  Mani  was  a  per- 
fon  bom  in  the  dominions  of  the  king  of 
Perfia,  rich,  learned,  educated  among  philo- 
fophers,  and  one  who  attended  the  Perfian 
court  at  an  early  age.  He  became  a  convert 
to  chriftianity,  and  openly  profeffed  and 
taught  it.  At  what  time  he  appeared  as  a 
public  teacher  in  his  native  country  is  uncer- 
tain,  but  his  doi^rines  fpread  into  the  Roman 
empire  about  the  end  of  the  third,  or  the  be* 

^'  ftom  Perfia.    From  that  time  the  impious  doAnne 
^*  of  the  Manichaeans  has  infe£led  many.    Such  was  Oie 
^*rifcof that  fciencefalflyfo called."    CicdibUity,  VoL 
vi.  p.  17.  Works,  Vol.  iii.  p.  375, 
?  Lib.  i.  Cap.  22.  p^ 54. 
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ginning  of  the  fourth  century.  His  princi- 
ples were  contained  in  books  written  by  him- 
felf,  but  generally  afcribed  to  Buddas,  Addas» 
or  Adimantus.  One  of  them  was  intitled 
Myjleries^  another  Chapters^  or  Heads^  and  an- 
other the  Go/pel.  He  alfo  wrote  many  epif- 
tles  ;  and  after  fpending  his  whole  life  in 
teaching  what  he  thought  to  be  genuine  chrif- 
tianity,  it  is  probable  that  he  died  a  martyr  to 
his  profeffion. 

The  doctrine  of  Mani  was,  in  many  re- 
fpeiSts,  the  fame  with  that  of  the  Gnoftics  who 
preceded  him  i  only,  inftead  of  fui^poiing  evil 
to  have  arifen  ultimately  from  inferioi:  and 
fubordinate  beings,  the  offspring  of  the  Su- 
preme Being,  he  held  the  dodtrine  of  two 
original  independent  principles,  the  one  Im^ 
material  and  fupremely  good,  the  othe^  ma- 
terial, and  the  fource  of  all  evil ;  but  actuated 
by  a  foul,  orfomething  of  the  natujFe  of  intel-  . 
ligehce,  the  origin  of  which  he  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  clearly  explained.  The  former, 
of  thefc  principles  he  ufually  termed  light, 
the  latter  darknefs* 

This  worlds'  which  contains  a  mixture  of 
good  dnd  evil,  Mani  fuppofed  to  have  had 
its  origin  from  an  attempt  that  was  made 
upon  the  kingdom  df. light  by  the  kingdom 
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of  darknefs.  The  Supreme  Being,  feeing  this 
invafion,  detached  from  hitiifelf  a  power 
which  formed  man,  invefting  him  with  the 
five  elements.  But  the  prince  of  darknefs 
over-powered  him,  and  feized  upon  the  foul, 
or  portion  t)f  light,  that  was  in  him.  On  this 
event  the  Supreme  Being  fent  a  living  fpirit, 
which  rcfcued  a  portion  of  this  light,  and  out 
of  it  formed  the  fun,  moon,  and  flars,  and 
then  the  earth  from  matter.  In  other  words^ 
fays  Beaofobre,  the  foulis  a  celeftial  fiibflance, 
which. God!  thought  fit  to  mix  with  matter 
for  the  making  of  the  world,  and  this  was 
bccafiohed  by  fome  enterprise  of  the  material 
principle,  which  God  forefaw^  but .  did  not 
chink  proper  to  prevent;  and  he  crdated  the 
fun;  moon,  and  ftars,  out  of  thofe  portions  of 
light,  v^hich,  though  they  had  beeh  mixed 
with  tiD^ddrknefSy  hati  preferved  their  origi. 

Matii  afcWbed  the  formation  of  the  body  of 
man  to  the  devil,  and.  fuppofed  that  a9,  in  the 
genehil  fyllem  Itfelf,  there  ^ere  two  princi- 
ples! there  were  in  man  two  finds,  dieOEi^  the 
fdu?e«  6f§oedpaipofts[  andtbe  other  of  ivil 
bhes.  Adafti,  ^he  Manichsanfs  Uidi  had.  mttch 
light  ^nd  Rttle  d^tkftidfs^  ai«l  itierefon  he 
lived  holily  i  cofifidoiiibte  tintei  biit  ttiead^ 
4  verfc. 
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vcrfe.part  prevailing,  he  had  commerce  with 
his  wife,  and  fo  fell. 

Man  having  fallen,  they  faid  that  God  fent 
^  Saviour  like  himfclf,  .or  of  the  fanrxc  fwb^ 
ftance  with  hirafelf,  and  therefore  properly 
called  God^  and  that  he  was.  man  pnly  in  ap- 
pearance ;  that  he  had  no  birth  at  all,  not  even 
a  miraculoqs  ooe,  nor  anybaptifm,  and  only 
feetaed  to  die.  Such  was  their  opirxion  of 
Chrtft.  They  alfo  believed  that  the-HoJy 
Spirit  was  another  emanation  fro.m  theSu- 
,prenje) Being,  but  inferior  to  .him. 

The  oflSce.of  Chrift,  theM^cb^ans.  faid, 
was  to  cpnduA  ibula  ba<;k.  again.  ^Qtbe  king* 
dom  of,<5od,.  or  of  light,  from^ which  thcgr 
originally  came;  but  that  Hnce  his.  aibeniiont 
he  dwells  in^he  fun  by  his  power,  and  in  the 
.moon  by.  his  wifdom,  as  the  Holy  Spirit  r«« 
fides  upon  earth .  They  therefore,  whea  jth^y 
prayed,,  bowed;  taw^rd&the.  fun  in  the  ;ds^y- 
itirae,  and  towards,  the  mqon  in  itbe^  lUght. 
They  believed  in  a  future  judgment,  i)Vit  pip* 
ibably  not;in  the  eternity  .^f  hell  tprnjients; 
.and,  indeed,  bejieying  th?  do^rinc  of  t;ranf- 
.  migration,  and  allowing  to  each  foul  five  bo- 
dies, and  confequently  as  many  differepri^ltes 
of  trial,  they  could  not  well  fuppcife  thfit 
many  would  be  finally  loft,  thQUghibcKftip- 
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pofed  that  God  had  prepared  an  eternal  pri« 
fon  for  the  inanfions  of  puredarknefs. 

The  public  worfliip  of  the  Manichsans 
was  very  fimple.  They  read  the  fcripturcs, 
they  baptized,  even  infants,  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and 
partook  of  the  Lord's  fupper.  They  obferyed 
the  Lord's  day,  but  failed  upon  it.  They 
likewife  celebrated  Eafler,  and  had  a  regular 
church  difcipline  and  cenfures.  They  re- 
je&ed  the  books  of  the  Old  Teftament,  but 
not  thofe  of  the  Nfew,  excepting  fome  parts, 
as  thofe  which  relate  to  Chrift's  birth,  cir- 
cumcifion,  baptifm,  &c.  and  they  paid  great 
refpedl;  to  certain  apocryphal  books,  afcribed 
to  Peter  and  Andrew,  Thomas  and  John,  or 
the  travels  of  the  apoftles,  the  gofpet  of  Tho- 
mas, and  the  adls  of  Paul  and  Thecla,probably 
written  by  one  Leucian,  who,  though  qot 
properly  a  Manichsean,  was  one  who  enter- 
tained fimilair  principles,  and  lived  about 
A.D.  140. 

The  fedl  of  Manichaeans  was  divided  into 
•  the  eleSi^  and  the  auditors^  of  whom  the  latter 
might  eat  flelh,  drink  wine,  bathe,  marry, 
traffic,  poffefs  eftates,  bear  magiftracies,  &c. 
all  which  were  forbidden  to  the  eledt.  But 
thiefe  were  maintained  by  the  auditors,  who 
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revered  them  fo  much,  that  they  always  kneel- 
ed down  to  aik  their  bleffing.  However, 
many  pf  the  auditors  endeavoured  to  imitate 
theeledl,  and  their  auftere  manners  gained 
them  many  admirers,  fo  that  there  were  Ma- 
nicha^ans  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  though 
there  were  not  many  of  them  in  any  one 
place.  Auftin  was  an  auditor  among  the  Ma- 
nichaeans  nine  years,  and  he  promoted  their 
jcaufe  very  much  among  men  of  letters,  and 
perfons  of  confidcrable  rank  in  life. 

Beiides  the  books  afcribed  to.  Addas,  Bud« 
das,  or  Adimantus,  but  which  were  probably 
written  by  Mani  himfelf,  and  which  were 
held  in  che  higheft  efteem  among  them,  men- 
tion is  made  of  another  Manichaean  writer, 
called  Agapius;  and  it  is  probable  that  we 
have  almoft  the  entire  treatife  of  Fauftus,  an- 
other of  them,  in  Auftin^s  anfwer  to  it.  Of 
the  writers  againft  the  Manich^ans,  Fabri- 
cius  enumerates  forty,  and  his  catalogue  is  by 
no  means  complete.  Among  them  Epipha- 
nius  enumerates  Eufebius  of  Caefarea,  Eufe- 
bius  of  Emefa,  Serapion  of  Thmuis,  Athana- 
fius  of  Alexandria,  George  of  Laodicea,  Ap- 
poUitjaris  of  the  fame  place,  and  Titus  of 
Boftra. 
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It  may  bc'faid  with  rcfpcft  to  the  Mani- 
diasans,  as  I  bbferved  df  the  Giioftics,  that  the 
'hiftorical  evidences  of  chriftianity  mult  have 
tetn  very  dear  and  ftrong,  to  induce  thofe 
Ivho  held  fuch  philofophical  principles  as 
theirs  to  embrace  it*. 


SECTION    X. 

Of/be  Con^tuiion  if  the  Chrifiian  Gbutcb  be^ 
fore  the  Time  <f  Ctrnftantine. 

,  A  S  there  was  no  material  alteration,  that 
'^^  we  can  diftindlly  trace,  in  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  chriftian  church,  from  the  period 
in  which  I  laft  mentioned  the  fubje^,  till  the 
time  of  Conftantine,  I  fhall  in  this  place,  give 
-Engeneral  view  of  it,  in  all  the  intermediate 
periods,  as- far  as  will  be  necefiary  to  mypur^ 
pofe,  which  is  not  to  be  particular  or  critical; 
tod  in  this  I .  fhall  make  great  ufe  of  Lord 
Chancellor  King's  treatiie  on  this  fubje^. 

Originally  there  were  feveral  bifh^ps,  or 
prefbyters  (for  it  is  evident  that  they  meant 
the  fame  thing)  in  moft.  chrifiian  churches  j 

•  Lardner's  Credibility,  Vol.  vi,  p.  17,  &c.*  Bfeau- 
febre's  Hiftoire  de  Manic]iieirtne« 

but 
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*but  in  the  period  of  which  I  am  now  treating^ 
*there  was  only  one  perfon  who  had  the  title 
of  ii/hop  in  a  church,  though  the  whole  juriC 
didionof  that  bifliop  was  called  one  churchy  or 
parijhy  and  never i/(?r^y?,comprehending  fevecal 
churches.  *Let  a  city  have  been  ever  fo  large, 
and  have  contained  ever  fo  many  chriftians, 
we  never  read  of  more  than  one  bifhop  in  the 
place.  This  arofe  from  the  natural  cuftom  of 
Idiredling  particular  prefbyters  to  prefide  in 
thbfe  alTemblies,  which,  on  account  of  the 
increafing  nuniber  of  converts,  were  obliged 
to  be  held  feparately  from  the  original  place 
of  meeting,. but  which  wereftill  confideredas 
Yo  many  branches  of  the  original  church,  |t 
is  probable  alfo  that  villages  very  near  a  large 
town  would  often  be  ferved  in  the  fame  manner, 
viz.  by,pretbyters  fcnt  from  the  town,  and 
not  have  bilhops  6f  their  own,  though  others 
at  a  greater  diftance  woiild  of  courfe  have 
them.    Thefe  were  called  cboroepifcopi. 

When  the  chriftians  either  in  a  remote  part 
of  a  town,  or  a  neighbouring,  village,  were 
very  few,  it  would  be  a ,  convenience  to  them 
to  have  their  allairs  managed  in  this  manner; 
and  if,  as  their  numbers  gradually  increafed, 
no  fenfible  inconvenience  arofe  from  it,  this 
caiftom  of  particular  congregations  being  go* 
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vcmcd  by  prelbyters  would  naturally  t)e  con- 
tmued,  till  at  length  thebifhopof  the  original 
congregation  in  any  place,  would  infenfibly 
become  a  DioccfanbiAop,  having  feveral  dif- 
tindl  congregations  under  his  care,  this  was 
the  cafe  with  the  Goths,  who  in  all  this  period, 
and  long  afterwards,  had  no  more  than  one 
bifliop.  Still,  however,  the  members  of  thefe 
feveral  congregations  united  under  toe  head 
might  affemble,  either  in  perfon,  or  by  their 
deputies,  for  the  choice  of  a  bifhop,  or  any 
other  bufinefs  which  concerned  them  alK 

The  lord  chancellor  King,  fuppofes  that, 
excepting  the  city  of  Alexandria,  no  bifhop 
had  the  care  of  more  than  a  fingle  congrega- 
tion, or  as  many  people  as  could  meet  in  one 
place,  till  near  the  time  of  Conilantine.  But 
this  is  in  the  highefl  degree  improbable,  and 
utterly  inconiiftent  with  what  is  well  known 
to  have  been  the  number  of  chriilians  in  many 
cities  within  that  period.  His  chief  argu- 
ment is  that  the  members  of  each  church  arc 
often  faid  to  meet  in  one  place.  But  this 
might  as  well  apply  to  the  church  of  Jerufa- 
lem.  For  we  read  that  when  Paul  was  at  Jc^ 
rufalem,  A.  D.  58,  the  whole  multitude  muft 
needs  come  together^;  though  it  is  certain  that 

f  A6lsxxii.  2u 
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there  were  not  kfs  than  ten  thoufand  chrt£« 
tians  at  Jerufalem  in  the  very  year  of  our  Sa- 
viour*s  afcenfion ;  and  it  cannot  but  be  fup- 
pofed  that  they  mufl  have  more  than  doubled 
or  tripled  their  numbers  between  that  time 
and  this. 

Thefe  bifliops,  as  well  as  the  prejfbyters^ 
and  the  other  officersof  thcchurch,  were  chofen 
and  appointed  by  the  whole  body  of  chrif- 
tians  in  the  place;  and  at  firft  no  other  ordinom 
Mn  woujd  be  thought  ncceflary.    But  by  de- 
grees it  was  thought  proper,  for  the  fake  o^ 
preferving  harmony,  and  keeping  up  the  fa^ 
vourite  idea  of  the  unity  of  the  churchy  that 
fome  of   the  neighbouring  bifhops  fhould 
concur  in  the  ordination  of  thofc  who  were  to  be 
confidered  as  their  colleagues.    Confequently 
their  concurrence  in  the  choice  of  a  bifliop 
became  neceffiury ;  and  at  length  it  was  fettled 
that  three  of  the  neighbouring  bifhops  at  leail: 
fhould  aflifl  at  the  ordination>  and  that  one  of 
them  fhould  lay  his  hands  upon  him  and  pray, 
recommending  him  and  his  labours  to  the  di<« 
vine  bleffing;  a  ceremony  which  was  after- 
wards called  confeeration.    But  even  in  this 
the  prefbyters  of  the  church  joined  thebjfhop, 
doing  what  themfelves  had  been  ufed  to  per- 
form before  it  was  thought  necelTary  toa|k 
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the  concurreace  of  others.  After  thcxonfe- 
crationit  was  ufual  to-give- notice  of  it  to  the 
bifhops  of  other  fees, 

Still,' however,  the  original  idea  of  a  biihop 

•being  the  lame  with  a  prelbyter,  prevailed  fo 

far,  that  when  he  was  appointed  he  was  not 

fuppofed'to  have  any  new  powers.    He  pre* 

lidedr  indeed,  in  tbecouncil  of  the  prelbyters, 

-sndwould,  no  doubt,have  mueh  perfonal  in« 

-iluence, 'but  he  had  only  a  iingle  vote  in  their 

deciiions.    In  the  time- of  Firmilian  and  Ter- 

itulHafi  prilbyters^hadthe  power  of  baptifing, 

-<onfirn)ing,  and .  ordaining,  ibut  this   was 

I  with  the  permifnpn  of  the  lulhop.   The  pref* 

tbylcrs  as  welLa^  thebifiiops  were  reqiiired  to 

:be  exempt  /from  all  fecular  employments; 

and'confequently,   if  ihcy  had  not  where- 

«tvith  'to  maintain   themfelves,    they  .muft 

.^avebeen  maintained  x>ut  of  the&nds  of  the 

^ciety. 

The  dffice  ^f .  deacon  continued  as  before, 
but  they  ranked  ;with  the  cJergyt  when  thefe 
cametobe  cenfideredas  a<dif^inft  body/from 
-the  kity.  In  large  churches  there  were  alfo 
»manyi  inferior  offieers,  as  thofe  offub^dea- 

•  cons,  readers,  acolyths,  and « exorcifis.    The 

*  title^f  fub-deacon  and  acoly  th  are  iimilar ;  but 
^Ihe  latter  are  by  Tome  thoughttc^  have  had  the 

care 
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care  of  the  lamps,  and  of  providing  bread  and- 
wine   for  the  eucharift.     The  exorcifts  had^ 
the    care  of  infane  perfons,  and  were,  na, 
doubt,  taught  tb  prdnounce  over  them  the 
ufual  Words  of  adjuration,   in  the  name  of 
Chrift,  &c.  for  it  was  the  general  opinion  ia 
this  age,  as  well  as  in  that  of  our  Saviour,  that 
infane  perfons  were  poflfeffed  \yith  evil  fpi- 
rits  ;  and  though  they  wefe  no  longer  cured 
in  a  miraculous  manner,  yet  the  fame  forms^ 
might  be  continued  with  the  idea  of  theiir  hav- 
ing feme  invifible  good  effect. 

The  ordinary  chriftians  Were  not  admitted 
to  baptifm  till  they  had  .been'  fome  tim^  itk  the; 
clafs  of  catechum/en^i  in  which  thtey  wehl^ 
through  a  couffe  of  inftrudlion-;  and  in  cafe  o£ 
grofs  oiFenfceS,  and  cffpeciaUy  of  apoftaey  m 
tktw  of  perfection*  they  were  excommunt^ 
catcd;Qrrcge<fted  from  the  Icfeicty;  aadtheyv 
cotdd  not  be  refloifed  ,to  coninrnmiofif ;  with  it 
witboitt  going  thfotigh  a  flate  aiperiatite^  vA 
then  they.^cre  not  admrittcd  withoottbe  cecW 
fent  of  the  whole  ehu^chu    rr 

Though  the  people  haul  ttiei  pmti.di  de4 
pbfinfg^as  wella^  ef  ap^poidtkii^,^ 
their  bifhdps^thejr  did  iriat,  ih  i^etteral,  ehiifa 
to  do  tbb  wiihovi  the  fafi&ion  bfthe  rieigh^ 
bowing  Ui^psi  and:a$  .iajrarioos  otheh 
^  tranf« 
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tfanfadions  fingle  churches  wifhed  to  have 
the  fandlion  of  their  brethren,  this  gave  oc- 
cafion  to  the  czJling  of  Jy nods,  or  councils^  and 
by  degrees  to  the  idea  of  a  right  in  fynods  and 
councils  to  interfere  in  the  bufinefs  of  parti- 
cular churches,  and  to  decide  not  only  on  the 
conduct,  but  alfo  on  the  orthodoxy  of  parti- 
cular perfons.  And  as  great  deference  was 
naturdly  paid  to  the  bifhops  of  the  greater 
fees,  as  in  thofe  of  Antioch,  Alexandria, 
Ephefus,  Rome,  Carthage,  &c.  the  callingof 
fynods  or  councils,  in  the  provinces  of  which 
thofe  cities  were  the  capitals,  became  in  time 
appropriated  to  them.  Of  courfe  they  pje- 
£ded  in  them  rand  had  the  chief  influence  in 
directing  their  proceedings.  This  cuftom  of 
meeting  in  fjmods,  which  was  afterwards  the 
caufeof  fo  much  mifchief,  had  a  very  inno- 
cent origin,  and  began  it  is  faid,  in  Greece, 
where  the  people  of  neighbouring  cities  had 
been  ufed  to.  afTemble  for  the  purpofe  of  con- 
fulting  about  their  common  intereft. 

This  was  the  natural  progrefs  of  things^ 
before  the  interference  of  the  civil  power  in 
the  affairs  of  the  churdh,  and  notwithftand* 
iAg  the  great  evils  which  in  a  courfe  of  time 
aioie  from  this  fyftem,  efpecially  in  theobflruc- 
tioA  of  free  enquiiyt  and  in  giving  occaiion  to 

much 
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much  violence  and  injuftice,  it  was  what  the 
wifeft  men  of  that  age  could  not  weill  have 
forefeen.  The  idea  of  the  unity  of  the  churchy 
and  confequently  the  uniformity  of  its  faith 
and  practice,  as  oppofed  to  thofe  of  fchifma- 
tics  and  heretics,  was  in  the  infancy  of  things 
a  very  flattering  one;  and  it  was  always 
known,  that  there,  could  be  no  great  and  ge- 
neral good  without  fome  partial  evils.  It  was 
alfo  thought  the  part  of  modcfty  in  a  few  to 
acquiefcein  the  judgment  of  many. 

In  fome  provinces  fynods  were  held  fre- 
quently. Thus  Firmilian  fays^  that  in  his 
province  they  met  every  year;  and  it  ap- 
pears from  the  writings  of  Cyprian,  that 
in  his  they  fometimes  met  oftener.  Thofe- 
who  were  convened  on  thefe  occafions  were 
not  only  the  bilhops  and  the  clergy,  but  alfo 
laymen,  to  reprefent  the  people;  the  power 
of  a  fy nod  being  naturally  lodged  in  the  fame 
hands  as  that  of  particular  churches.  But  it 
is  probable  that,  on '  thefe  public  occafions, 
very  few  would  attend,  or  at  leaft  haye  mucl^ 
influence,  befides  the  clergy. 

The  method  of  public  worfliip  amoh^ 
chriftians  in  thefe  early  times  was  generally 
this.  They  began  with  reading  the  fcrip- 
tures,  9nd  fometimes  other  ufeful  writings, 

after 
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after  which  thejrfung  pfalms,  chiefly  thofe  o£ 
David,  and  then  the  bilhop,  or  any  other  per^ 
fon  appointed  by  him,  gave  a  difcoiufe,  op 
fermon,  which  was  generally  an  expofitioa 
of  the  portions  of  fcripture  which  had  beea 
read.  Then  followed  the  prayer  which  pre- 
ceded the  celebration  of  the  euchafift^  and 
the  fuperftitious  cuflom  of  looking  towards* 
the  Eaft  while  they  prayed;  foon  became  gc-. 
neraL  In  this  prayer  they  fometimes  introduc- 
ed the  Lord's  prayer,  but  they  bad  no  prefcrih- 
cd  liturgy,  every  pcrfon  who  officiated  praying 
according  to  his  ability;  and  indeed  in  that 
age  no  public  fpeaker  ufed  any  notes.  After 
prayer  the  people  joined  by  faying  aloud*. 
Amen. 

When  perfons  were  baptized  they  an-, 
fwered  to  certain  queftions  that  were  put  ta 
them,  the  firft  of  which  was  whether  they 
would  lead  a  good  life>  which  was  com^ 
monly  exprefTed  by  faying  that  they  re« 
nounced  the  devil,  and  aJOi  his  works,  ox  the 
world,  &c.  They  were  then  aiked  wbedbev 
they  believed  the  articles  of  the  chriiliao( 
faith,  which  were  repeated  to  thena  in  the 
onier  of  what  is  commonly  called  the  appf-^ 
ties  creed.  At  firft  this  confifted  of  very  few 
articksy  but  afterwajrds  more  were  added,  ii^ 

order 
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order  to  exclude  the  Onoftics.  In  cronfequence 
of  this,  though  the  baptiftnal  creed  confifted 
of  nearly  the  fame  articles  ki  all  the  catholic 
chiirchfes,  yet,  as  it  Was  not  committed  to 
writing,  there  were  fome  variations  in  it  in 
difFeffent  cl^urthes.  • 

That  infants  were  both  baj^fzed,'  ahd  ilfo 
partook  of  the  euchariff^  there  liettls  to'mc 
to  be  no  reafbnable 'doubt;  fince  it  fe  imp^fllL 
ble  to  tra<iei<s  rife,  or  any'  vaiiatiorf«intlife 
pra6l[ifcerknd'6c<^fibfis'  occurred?  k<  leaft  rA 
the«ih<i  of  Auflfh;  dn'w^icri 
^hidiii^men  mighf'  Hkve  aWifecl-iMftfirelv^ 
of  Iffic^  confidcratidn*  of'  the  nbWlfy' «f  .th^ 
pra<5Kces,  if  theyfcoiild  have  |w^^  it  to  be 
novel.-''  ;  .-♦-•. j  t -.;  ;;:;]rTi. ;. -,-^  ._ 

At '  baptifm  adiilt '  ficHpns-  iiifi^ed  fof 
themfclVe^ ;  but  for  children  there  were  apl 
pointfe^  :^i!)(/5f*i;,  Whbfe  •  offrcc  ft'  wAs- 16  ift-1 
ftruiat  them  in  the  principles  of  the  fchriftiaii 
rcligion^wheti  they  were  capable  of  "tti  Tk6 
fuperlKtious  iruftom  of  cxorcifing,  oirtaifting 
out  evirfiiirtts,  Which  Weirc  fuppoftd  to  po(^ 
feft  of  liaiiilf  perfons,  alfb'  preceded  Wptifm 
iti  this^  period.  TK^*  mfcifter  then  V^yfe^t 
aria  hi^^^rayer  was*' vety  fobn  fu^p6ffed  to 
convey  fdme  purifying^  virtue' tb  the  Water,  hf 
"^vhifch^^cdiMd  adually  wafh  away  lirf,  and  on 
Voi.  I.  Mm  this 
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this  af;CT!^  X^nu:  ffipq^tM^us  {MfT^qs  <Mfer* 
K^lD^iffn  xm  t|^  ^pr)?hep4e4  ,fhar  thpy 
wopc  n/ar  df^t^..  In  ti?c  ^ft  ^f  ^pM?H«gr  U 
.fpon  bf(c;un,c;  t|i(;,cv|jl9in  to  imiyierfe  the  per- 
/pa  t|»re^<ifnf  ?,cprr?iipfiHl«ig  t9*&^fuc?p^e 
invocation  of  the  name  of  thft'^^^F, :  qf  ^ 
3oo,  wd  J?^  t^«  Ho^  ^pficit, 

In  c|if^  #  whiqh^  4>|»ping  pf  fhf?  wbok 
Mf  ws|F  i0C9qi^fgl:,  as  pf  ^1;  pcripos, 

jd^q^dl  AJ?  was  «»P^  4w»(?4^  k(0;»wMw  ?i 
iwpiifm  a«  ^^  Var  jronwrfwiR,  it  wji«;W(  <ler 
iii«<l  ibnt^.it'M  A*  Aww,iw»frqM«tc%.i  ;)iia 
thA7.wi^:M  b«mbKptiyi«4^  M  m»m 
warn  9t!m.^^$f4  9am- ^ 

After  haptitm  the  ehriftians  put  on  vflHt^ 

hefi4$i§ipiffgt)>wiTii(ffliil5he%^pffh^  qppl^; 
W4#er  thif  ifeepjj^s^lp^pfij^  pp^his 
l^s  i^of^  tiiffn,  ^ywjgtl^^tlVfjrfmdWf^ 
ceiWt^|]p|)f^$M.^  TJwfi^|W<¥!iW¥WP» 

llQPI^^^^  t|w  |^i|)f  fitua^  ^  91^  4^%> 

ef  ti^  ^  \m  ^A^.  ^^  ^  0vvH>f 

And  t9  tto?  ?l?«i«e«««iMffi?iW^<wm 

4  ]  #»*c- 
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fometimes  added  the  eatiiig  of  milk  and 
honey,  as  a  token  of  the  new  converts  be« 
coming  again  children,  and  commencing  a 
new  life. 

The  public  fcrvicc  of  every  Lord's-day 
concluded  with  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's 
Supper ;  but  it  was  occaibnally  adminiftered 
early  in  the  day,  and  fometimes  twice  a  day^ 
It  foon  became  thp  cuftom  to  exclude  the 
catechumens,  as  well  as  thofe  who  were  ia 
a  ilatc  of  penance,  from  attending  this  part 
of  the  fervicc,  on  fheidcaof  its  hting  zmyjlery^ 
refembling  the  heathen /W/V'W/W.  Previous 
to  the  celebration  in  fome  places,  and  in 
others  after  it,  thofe  who  attended  made  their 
oblations,  of  things  proper  for  the  uft  of  thrc 
poor,  and  for  other  purpofes.  After  this  th^ 
minifter  madea  diicourfeiuitableto  the  OQca^ 
fion,  and  then  prayed.  When  this  was  done, 
he  brake  the  bread,  and  the  deacons  diilri-f 
buted  it  to  all  who  were  prcfent.  But  in  fom^ 
places  this  was  done  by  theprefbyters,  or  by 
the  bifhops  themfelves,  the  people  coming 
to  the  table,  and  receiving  it  flanding.  LaiHy» 
they  fung  a  hymn,  which  clofed  the  fervice# 

The  chriftian  churches  in  this  age  weK  ge^-^ 
nerally  built  with  one  end  pointing  to  the  eaft» 
fbttt  they  were  not  confidered  as  hffy,  no  ee^^ 

mony 
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mony  of  confccration  being  tRen  ufcd.  The 
chief  day.  for  affembling  in  thcfc  places  for 
public  worfhip,  was  the  firft  day  of  the  week, 
or  the  Lord*s-day,  which  was  confidered  as 
afeftival;  and  on  it  they  neither  fafted,  nor 
kneeled,  but  performed  their  devotions  (land- 
ing. It  was  alfo  the  cuftom  in  many  of  the 
eaftern  churches,  to  affemble  for  divine  wor- 
fhip  on  Saturday,  which  was  the  Jewilh 
fabbath. 

The  bifhops  appointed  occafional  fajts^  as 
they  faw  reafon,  and  on  thefe  days  it  was  the 

,  cuftom  to  abftain  from  food  till  the  evening. 
But  it  was  generally  the  cuftom  fo  have  two 
weekly  fafts,  viz.  Wednefdays  and  Fridays, 
commonly  called  flatlons^  in  allufion  to  the 
military  ftations,  or  foldiers  ftanding  on. their 
guard;  and  on  thefe  days  thefafting  ended  with 
divine  feryice,  at  three  in  the  afternoon.  The 
fafting  on  Friday  was  in  commemoration  of 
the  crucifixion ;  but  the  reafon  for  fafting  on 
Wednefday  is  not  fo  well  known.  Perhaps  it 
was  the  day  on  which  Jefus  was  betrayed  by 
Judas.  Befides  thefe  weekly  fafts,  which  w^ere 
voluntary,  there  was  an  annual  one,  with  us 
ealled  Lent^  which  was  foon  confidered  as  ne- 
ceflarytobeobferved.  Itlafted  from  Friday,  the 

,  day  of  the  crucifixion  in  Paffion  week,  xo  the 

Sunday 
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Sunday  following,  which  was  the  day  of  the 
refurredtion ;  and  becaufe  this  faft  generally 
continued  forty  hours,  it  was  thence  termed 
quadragefima.  In  the  progrefsof  fuperftition 
this  faft  of  forty  hours  was  extended  to  forty- 
days.  The  ftrifteft  of  all  the  fafts  was  called 
JupeYpofition^^iXidL  continued  till  the  morning  of 
the  next  day,  as  onEafler  eve,  and  with  fomc 
on  eyery  Saturday. 

The  moft  ancient  feftival  among  chriftians 
was  that  of  Eafter,  ia  commfcmoration  of  the 
refurre6kion  of  Chrift.  The  riext  was  that  of 
Pentecoft,  or  Whitfundayi^in  femembiance  of 
the  defcent  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  This  is  meni* 
tioned  by  Origen  and  Tertullian.  Chriftmas 
was  not  obferved  in  this  period,  but  the  £pi« 
phany,  or  the  day  of  Chrift*s  baptifm,  was 
dbferved  by  the  Bafilidians.  Befides  thefe  fef«* 
tivals,  every  church  celebrated  its  own  mar- 
tyrs  on  the  day  of  their  deaths.  All  thefc  fef- 
tivals  were  fpent  jn  religious  exercifes. 

The  revenues  of  any  particular  church  was 
one  grofs  fund,  to  which  all  contributed  vo- 
luntarily, according  to  their  ability;  and,  with 
the  confent  of  all  the  members,  it  was  appro- 
priated  to  particular  ufes,  as  the  maintenance 
of  their  clergy,  and  other  oflScers,  the  relief 
pf  the  poo%  the  repairs  and  other  expences 

attending 
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attending  the  place  of  worihip^-  ^c:4  In  this 
diArihution^  as  in  eviery  ih|if g  elie^  the  UHiop, 
without  having  oominaUy/any  tfiort  power* 
wquid  of  courfi:  have  the  moft  ipikiencei  and 
before  the  cloie  of  this  period  rhe  gleiftt  fees 
w«re  pofliefled  of  lai^e  Detefiue^« 


€^  Ov  DsfinnM  Iff  aH^  Fetitd^ 

•    .     .    .    .  I    •  .         ••••'. 

V^.^tid  to  be  noA  irfiportanti/thofe  coiv 
csrain^llbe  jt^tm  cff  .CWi^  C0fM!ifiu«4  with* 
out  any  feo&We  v^uridtiyHi:  fromr.^M  time  of 
Jufttn  Martys.  to  thaf  of  Conibn^ine.    Th« 
coixKBonpiecfpIe  w«re?,in  getieral OQUasianfi, 
as  indeed  \ve  ind  them  to^be^ift^  later  period-i 
but  (bene  vi(!aS).i!k»  dioiibtv  ah  incjreaie  ^  Trifl- 
tajrianis^r.-elpeeiallyf  a<not)g  the'^wfre,  Icasned 
cfergy.wbo'.twre  itrwkwith  the  flattSBfiofc 
idea  ^the  famei,  in  £lfft,  which  had.  mifled  ther 
Cnofiicsi)  o£  thet  nutural.  Ai^eiti^Htr  of  the 
founder  af.theb  religion  to  axxy  thiof  npnc^jT . 
huaoanw   The^-  thQt«ghlthfil.to-th(S;$o9iftl«te 
•-  man 
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jn»i>  Jefu$^  th<ef(f  «yas  fuper%4ij^  the  uocreat- 
ie4  l^S"'-  'f  J^fi  FAthRT*  wWeh  Had  HiTumoi  a 
j>r9per  p^rf<?r»iJw  aftthp  *•»«  of  tl\« -creation, 
9nd  W3^  jnifiparaj^y.  WUf;4  to  him  frank  the 
tinje  of  his  .covfept]/^^  Jt  was,  however, 
lin|v«rf^ly  ackn9wl«dgfd«  ^hat  Ui?r!«  was  a 
time  (if  th^t  could  h«  f^Uffd  /w»r  whkh  pte*- 
ce4^4 1^$  !Pr^tion)  in  which' this  Idgofr  had 
91^  b^[e%  catted  fr^nj^]th<  FatKei';  ferdiat,  ite 
Che  wlK>Pi9:«^^ty  Whii^.p»ceded:t];tifii;veat, 
Qqd  ws^  :ih^  %i?  heins  that  ;tfa»Jewx  and 
the  Unitarians  held  him  to  be,  ti^traft&luteif 

«;»^,  i^^mtjtmf  A  fin; 

That  ChfiftrhfUl  i^Qhumafi  fdu^hciidcstiufi 
logo^  a^  thajt^this  huqwn  W  had  pro^kift* 
c4  wh^  t)K  ^nl^  ^f/pthur jnm  hadAbt,  and 
thatjhi*  <;i<fjne4  Ipg^  (whicfeafttrtvurds  jie* 
cap>q  th^:PJfftP«  W;  Qf  J*ftt*)i  bidiKon'thc 

inftmmfffH  in  m  haiviiOJ^fGod  ifttnaloiQsiiba 
t|ror|dg,^i>lSi:ftiiUS  0f:8)}  lihingsiwlfible  amfcift^ 
¥)^bla»ilnMoii^afid  immaterial.  isaiiopMifoii. 
f  h^A  aa  fur  a^appiC^rs, :  ivia  nt^l:  ibited!in,dtta 
pAiOod*  il^t  ,we  (bail:  &ftlb.tQrrifej.anKi  be  afac 
&v%,^  frqat  qtMneatti^os  ta  tfaerchraftiaa 
w^id,  ia  tho  yergr:  begtmungiof  thflvdesr/: 

WilihiK^etit^  f  vngrdoiftnno  ^  a  pntpef^ 
ly  prftSknll  ta8d«n(9>  it  i»i|iMt  be  dofobtied 
that  itVttSqtbft  QpiAMB  o£  aii  tfab  chtiftian 
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wofld  within  this  period,  that  every  man  has 
a  natural  power  to  do  the  will  of  God ;  and 
that  God,  without  the  intervention  of  Chrift, 
is  naturally  pl^ahle  to  returning  finners;  fo 
that  the  doctrine  of  fiipcmatural  grace,  of  ori^ 
ginal  fin,  of  predcftination,  and  of  atone- 
-ment,  were  then  unkndwn :  nor,  indeed,  difl 
any  of  them  appear  till  a  much  liaiter  period. 
It  feems,  however^  to  have  been-  generall;^^ 
thought,'  that  God:  afforded  extraordinary  aid 
OD:  extraordinary  occaiions,  as  in  the  tinieof 
inartyrdbm»  &c/ 

There  began,  indeed,  to  prevail  fomc  6b^ 
fcore  liotioif  that/  when  it  is  faid  that  Chrifl 
died  a  ranfom  firi  us,  there'  was  fomething 
morethati  ai  mere  figure  of'fpeedi  ihtendedi 
But  that  this  ranfom  had  been  paid  to  God, 
and  that  he  had  been  thereby  rendered  pla* 
cable,  fa  that,  on  this  account,  rdj^entance  had 
becontie  available  to- pardon,  had  nbt  beeii 
fuppc^ed  by  any  one.  If  this  had  been  the 
cafe,  the  fyflem  of  the  Gnoftics  in  gen^» 
and  that  of  the  Manichseans  in- particular; 
would.have  been  objected  tOi-as  providing  no 
proper  .atonement  for  the  fins  of  men.'  Bat 
whatever  elfe  was  then  urged  againft  that 
fcheme,  this  argument  is  never  mention,  not 
evcn*byJVuflin,  ina  much  later  pfefiod* 

To 
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To  make  fomething  real  of  the  ranfom  that 
is  faid  to  be  given  for  us,  in  two  or  three  paf^ 
fagcs  of  the  New  Tcftament,  it  was  fuppofed 
that,  fincc  God  is  the  pcrfon  who  is  faid  td 
have  paid  this  price  for  us,  it  muft  have  been 
given  by  God  to  that  being  in  whofe  powcf 
we  then  were,  vir.  the  devil.  But  the  power 
that  he  had  acquired  over  the  human  race  by 
the  fin  of  Adam,  was  fimply  that  of  making 
inen  mortal;  death,  or  mortality,  having  been 
the  original  penalty  of  fin.  By  paying  this 
ranfom,  therefore,  it  was  thought  that  we 
were  recovered  out  of  the  power  of  the  devil ^ 
and  reftored  to  our  former  condi|ion  of  im-4 
mortality;  not  indeed  to  take  place  imme- 
diately, but  after  death,  fo  that  all  perfons 
who  partook  of  the  redemption  by  Chrift 
Jefus  would  be  rendered  immortal  in  a  future 
ftate. 

Confequently,  this  vague  notion  (which, 
however,  does  not  feem  to  have  been  much  at- 
tended to,  for  it  is  very  fcldom  mentioned) 
had  no  connexion  at  all  with  the  pardon  of 
fin,  with  refpeft  to  individuals  of  the  human 
race.  Befides,  they  who  thought  that  God 
had  paid  this  price  for  the  redemption  of 
mankind  from  the  power  of  the  devil,  were 
univerfally  of  opinion,  that,  if  he  had  pleafod, 
N  n  he 
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he  might  have  redeemed,  or  delivered,  men 
from  the  power  of  the  devil,  or  their  fubjec- 
tion  to  death,  in  any  other  way.  He  might 
have  done  it',  they  faid,  at  his  arbitrary  plea- 
fure,  or  by  mere  power,  without  giving  any 
ranfom  at  all ;  but  that  he  chofe  to  deliver 
men  in  this  way,  that  he  might  appear  jufl 
and  equitable  in  his  proceedings. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUMD* 


ERRATA. 

N.  B.   (h)  Signifies,  from  the  Bottom  of  the  Page, 

Preface,  Page  xx.  line  13,  for  prwesy  read  groivs^ 

Page    40,  liiie  15,'  for  diftinguifiingy  read  di/iingui/becf. 

JPage  2ZO,  line  14,  for  no  doubt,  read  iittle  doubt* 

Pa^e  2-32,  line  I,  for  accufed,  read  accufer. 

Page  277,  line  3  {b)  for  3716,  read  3761. 

I'age  285,  line  5  [b)  for  i«,  read  isi 

Page  268,  line  lO,  for  thaty  read  ivho  fay  that* 

P:igE.34J^,  Tneai,  dele /Cv. 

P^g'  359>  fine  <),  for  Sixusy  read  Sixtus^* 

Page  490,  line  4  {b)  dele  ai  Home. 
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